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REPORT, &c.: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Austin, November, 1839 
To His ExceLLENCY M. B. LAMAR: 


Sir,— I have the honor to transmit such portions of the foreign 
correspondence of this Department, as are deemed essential to be 1m- 
mediately communicated to the honorable Congress. In the document 
marked (A,) will be found copies of letters addressed to our minister 
at Washington; and in document (B,) copies and extracts of letters 
from our Minister near the same government, to this department, re- 
lating principally to Indian affairs. 

I take much pleasure in assuring your Excellency of the general 
harmony that pervades the civil departments of the republic; every 
branch of which, with a few exceptions, appear to be in successful op- 
eration. The delay which had unavoidably occurred in running and 
marking the boundary line between this government and that of the 
United States, has rendered the organization of the civil offices ‘within 
the disputed territory impracticable. But we have every reason to 
hope that that boundary line will now be speedily adjusted, and the 
citizens resident in its vicinity, be relieved from their inquietudes, and 
permitted to participate fully in the advantages resulting from our 
munificent distribution of lands and in all other benefits resulting from 
our jurisdiction. 

The Commissioners appointed by the respective governments met and 
organized the commission in the city of New Orleans, pursuant to the 
terms of the convention on this subject. By mutual agreement, the 
joint commission adjourned to meet again on the 15th of October, at 
the city of Sabine, for the purpose of commencing their labors. By 
recent communications, I learn that the commissioner, surveyor and 
clerk, on the part of Texas, and the surveyor on the part of the United 
States, are at their posts;—the commissioner on the part of the United 
State being daily expected. 

By reference to the letter from our commissioner, dated city of 
Sabine, 29th October, a copy of which is submitted, marked (0,) it 
will be perceived that the appropriation heretofore made is entirely 
inadequate to defray the expenses of the commission, and that an im- 
mediate supply of about three thousand dollars in good funds, is in- 
dispensable to the prosecution of the work. 

The vast importance to the country, and especially to tliose sections 
of it bordering upon Red river, of having this interesting undertaking 
perfected without further delay, will commend to your Excellency and 
to the honorable Congress the propriety of a prompt and effective at- 
tention to this subject. 

We have great cause for mutual felicitation in view of foreign rela- 
tions generally. The government of the United States continues to 
manifest the same liberality and good will towards us that has ever 
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characterised her deportment to the young and comparatively feeble 
members of the national family; and we may confidently hope that in 
process of time, not very remote, when Texas progressing, pari passie, 

with her present advancement, shall assume an equal standing with the 
prominent powers of the world; the same amicable and kindly feelings 
that now prevail between the two governments, will characterize and. 
control their reciprocal conduct. 

The late communications from, our Minister, near the King of the 
French, warrant an assurance that ọur national independence will, in 
a short time, be fully and unequivocaliy recognized by that chivalrous 
Government; and we have good reason'to anticipate a similar result 
at the court of St. James. A recognition by these principal powers of 
Europe, preceded by that of the United States, will be almost tanta- 
mount to a general acknowledgement, and cannot fail to impress some 
serious reflections upon the inert, but obdurate pertinacity of Mexico, 
and by convincing her rulers that the reduction of Texas is utterly hope- 
less and impracticable, constrain their thoughts to peace. 

The document marked (D,) is a report made by Mr, Amory, the 
Chief Clerk of this department, is also chief of the bureau of patents. 
The reward of inventive genius in the useful arts, is always consonant 
with national economy. 

-Document (E,) contains a tabular exposé of the amount of public 
printing executed under the supervision of this department, and some 
remarks and suggestions relative to the matter of publie printing, 
which I trust will be found worthy of consideration. 

In the month of May last, I addressed to each county surveyor, a 
letter, (copy of which is marked F,) enjoining the speedy location and 
survey of three leagues, appropriated to each county for the establish- 
ment of primary schools; and I regret to be compelled to remark that 
no report has been received from any county except indeed a promis- 
sory reply from the surveyor of Nacogdoches. 

It is to be apprehended that the inadequacy of the pay allowed for 
selecting and surveying the lands assigned by the enlightened munifi- 
cence of the late Congress to the interesting purpose of popular edu- 
cation, will retard their location, and thus seriously impair the value 
of the endowments. And I would respectfully suggest the affixing a 
specific and competent amount of pense for the selection and 
survey, &c, of each league. 

In the same document (F,) E found a letter of authorization 
and instructions to William H. Hunt, Esquire, to select and survey the 
fifty (50) leagues of land appropriated for the establishment and en- 
dowment of two Universities. Mr. Hunt will shortly proceed to the 
execution of his task, having been heretofore prevented by the appre- 
hension of hostile Indians. 

During my adsence from the Department, on the Cherokee cam- 
paign, I obtained a promise from a gentleman, who had been operating 
on the lands lately occupied by those Indians, of the field notes of ten 
leagues of land, which he bad previously surveyed in that region. In 
consequence of this promise, which has not yet been complied with, 
Mr. Hunt was instructed to confine his surveys to forty leagues; for 
it appears advisable to me to distribute this magnificent endowment to 
different sections of the republic. The East and the West seem to be 
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equally entitled to portions of it, provided equally good selections can 
be had in either quarter; for it is presumable that the two colleges or 
universities will ultimately be so located as to confer their immediate 
benefits equally upon those grand sectional divisions of the country. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great consideration, 
Your ob't servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State. 


DOCUMENT A. 


Extract from letter of instructions to Hon. R. G. Dunlap, Minister 
Plenipotentiary, near -the Government of the Unted States, dated 
13th March, 1839. By James Webb, Secretary of State. 


In your intercourse with the government of the United States, upon 
subjects connected with our relations to that government you will, 
upon all proper occasions, respectfully urge the necessity of the most 
rigid observance on the part of both of the 33d article of the Treaty, 
entered into between the United States and Mexico, on the 5th day of 
April, 1831. 

By that article, both parties expressly bound themselves to restrain 
by force all hostilites and incursions on the part of the Indian nations 
living within their respective boundaries, so that neither party would 
suffer their Indians to attack the citizens of the other. 

You are aware, that for some time past, aggressions have frequently 
been committed by the Indians contiguous to the boundary between the 
two nations, and the most ample evidences have been furnished to this 
government, that the Indians of the U. States have been the ones prin- 
cipally concerned in these aggressions. The persons of several of them 
killed in battle, have been identified, and besides other strong proofs 
of the fact; their flight to the territory of the United States when 
closely pursued, shews that they claim that territory as their place of 
abode and protection. — ' 

The Caddoes, it is thought, are the foremost and most frequent per- 
petrators of these outrages. These Indians are unquestionably a part of 
those belonging to the United States, and from the incursions of which, 
that government, by its treaty with Mexico, is bound to protect us. You 
will see, by adverting to a treaty made with Mexico, that they were rec- 
ognized as residing within the limits of Louisiana. That treaty is not 
among the archives of this Government, nor have I seen it, but I un- 
derstand that it stipulates for the purchase, by the United States, of all 
the territory Occupied by that, tribe within their limits, and that these 
Indians should, thereafter, leave the country. 1 understand also, that 
the Caddoes, in compliance with their stipulations, did leave*the United 
States and come into Texas, where they have since pursued a wandering 
and predatory life, occasionally making war upon the citizens of this 
country, and committing the most atrocious murders and barbarities; 
and that they annually return to the United States to receive the pay- 
ments agreed to be made for their lands, which payments are made in 
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arms, ammunition, arid such other articles as enable them the more 
effectually to carry on their hostile operations here. 

You will be able to obtain at Washington, a copy of that treaty, and 
if upon, reference to it, you find that there is any admission or recogni- 
tion of the fact, that these Indians did at the time, and before its exe- 
cution reside within the terfitory of the United States, you can have 
no difficulty of convincing that government of the propriety and neces- 
sity of adopting such measures as are required to prevent their future 
incursions and hostilities in Texas. 

The sense of justice, so constantly manifested by that government in 
its intercourse with other nations, will not permit us to believe that she 
would contend for the right of purchasing the usufruct of any tribe of 
Indians occupying a portion of her soil, and force them upon a neigh- 
bor for their future residence.— Such a supposition, is not only re- 
pudiated by her past conduct as a nation, but it is expressly forbidden 
by her own stipulations in the treaty with Mexico. 

Besides it is not the Caddoes alone, who have committed these 
offences. .Most, if not all the tribes within the United States, and 
contiguous to our boundary, have been engaged in them, and are at 
this moment in, a state of open and avowed hoslity to this country. 
The report of Maj. Gen. Rusk, (a copy of whieh will be furnished 
you,) together with the accompanying affidavit of Mr. Elias Vansicle, 
will show that the Cherokees, Delawares, Shawnees, Choctaws, (a creek 
tribe, assuming that name,) Boluxies and Huwanies, have all either 
been directly engaged in committing murders and other depredations 
in Texas or are contemplating a war on the country, and making prep- 
arations for it. ; 

To prevent these aggressions, and to keep the different tribes in 
check, it is essentially requisite that the United States. government 
should have a sufficient milit&ry force constantly upon the line. 

That she is disposed to control and keep them with their proper 
boundaries, we are not disposed to doubt, especially since the informa- 
tion that she recently ordered a force of upwards of nine hundred men 
to that frontier, has been received; but is a subject, which will de- 
mand your constant attention and vigilance, as it is one upon which 
the safety of our frontier inhabitants so materially depend. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES WEBB. 


Extract from letter of instructions to Hon. R. G. Dunlap, Minister 


Plenipotentiary, near the Government of the United States, dated, 
14th March,-1839. 


Accompanying despatches just received from Washington, is a 
printed copy of a message from the President of the United States, 
to the Congress of that nation, “communicating information in rela- 


‘tion to the invasion of the south western frontier by an armed force, 


from the Republic of Texas.” 

In the documents communicated with that message, it is alleged 
that Gen. Rusk, at the head of a Texian army, had been invading the 
territory of the United States; and the Hon. Mr. Garland, in address- 
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ing the President on the subject, hopes “that prompt action will be 
had on this matter, às it is time the officers of the Texian government 
should be informed that they cannot come into the State of Louisiana 
with an armed force, at their will and pleasure." 

The cause which led to this alleged invasion of the territory of the 
United States, you will find detailed in the report of Maj. Gen. Rusk; 
and that he was justified by the circumstances in his pursuit of the 
enemy across the boundary, is a principle of publie law, too well estab- 
lished and understood at this day, to require argument or reference 
to authority to prove it. lt is a principle which has always been rec- 
ognized by the government of the United States, and one upon which 
it has invariably acted, under similar circumstances. 

In your discussion with the Secretary of State upon this subject, 
should the correctness of this principle be denied, (which I ean hardly 
imagine,) you will not only be able to fortify and sustain it by a ref- 
erence to all the writers on international law, büt you will find it 
fully supported in the arguments which grew out of the alleged in- 
vasion of Florida, by General Jackson in 1814, as late as March, 1834. 
The committee on foreign affairs in the United States Congress, to 
which was referred the petition of F. M. Arredondo, on behalf of him- 
self and others, for the payment of the claims of persons, whose prop- 
erty was destroyed by the military operations of the American army. 
in Florida, used through their chairman, Mr. Archer, the following 
explicit language in reference to this legal principle: “It is one of 
the most unquestioned principles of publie law, that a discomfitted 
enemy may be pursued into the territory of a neutral power, omitting to 
repel them from this refuge. The right, though not of more un- 
questionable validity, is of a more essential character, to enter a neu- 
tral territory for the chastisement of a hostile force, rendering ib sub- 
servient to purposes of annoyance, either from the connivance or im- 
becility of its sovereign.” The committee then goes on to say, that 
“the American Army was sustained by both of these principles in its 
invasion of Florida, in 1814;” and the application of the first of them, 
was moreover reinforced by the express stipulation of the 5th article 
of the treaty, between Spain and the United States of 1795, an article 
which you will find precisely similar in its provisions and phraseology, 
to the 33d article of the treaty of 1831, between the United States 
and Mexico. 

With this full recognition of the true doctrine in reference to this 
matter, the President cannot believe that you will have any difficulty 
in satisfying the United States government of the legality and pro- 
priety of the course adopted by Gen. Rusk, in pursuing the Caddoes, 
who had not only been invading this country, and murdering its citi- 
zens, but who had actually made an attack on his forces in their own 
encampment, and that, too, in a part of the Republic, about the bound- 
aries of which, there is and can be no dispute. 

lt is not deemed proper to interfere with the treaty between the 
United States and Mexico at this time, but if the government of the 
United States, without interfering with that treaty, will consent to 
enter into an express stipulation, authorizing the commanding officers 
of the forces of either to cross the boundary, when in pursut of an 
Indian enemy: you will agree, to such stipulations on the part of this 
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government, subject to confirmation by the Senate. Such a stipula- 
tion would tend much to prevent the complaints, which will always 
arise, where an act of this kind is done, under no other authority, 
than that given by the law of nations. 

Border inhabitants are usually but little conversant with the prin- 
ciples of international law, and are apt to look upon such an invasion, 
however necessary and correct in itself, as an encroachment upon 
national dignity and individual rights, and they complain accordingly. 

Besides, if it were distinctly known that such a course was author- 
ized by the two governments, it would have a tendency to prevent the 
Indians of either country from crossing the line, as they would soon 
learn that such hostile incursions could not be made with impunity. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
JAMES WEBB. 


——À] 


Extract from letter of instructions to Hon. R. G. Dunlap, Minister 
Plenipotentiary, near the government of the United States, dated 
14th March, 1839. 


When my letter of instructions of this date was prepared, I was in- 
duced to believe, from the information which I then possessed, that 
the alleged invasion of the territory of the United States, by Maj. 

` Gen. Rusk in his late campaign, was only a pursuit of the Indians 
across the boundary line, after he had been attacked by them, in his 
, own encampment, within the acknowledged limits of Texas, but upon 
the perusal of his official report of that transaction, (which has just 
‘been received,) I find that I was mistaken in this particulár. . 

It appears from his report, that the Caddo Indians had recently 
been committing some violent outrages and murders in Texas, and 
having learned that they were then encamped near Shreveport, with 
an intention of proceeding in a body to this country, he marched his 
command to their encampment, and disarmed them, after they had 
evinced evident hostility by firing at his advance guard, and then took 
them to Shreveport, where the, together with their arms and ammuni- 
tion, were delivered into the charge of their agent. 

You will see from the report of Gen. Rusk, and the documents ap- 
pended to it, that this proceeding of his was conducted with as much 
| humanity towards the Indians as could be exercised, and it certainly 
| did not arise from any disrespect, on his part, to the rights of the 
| United States, or from any disposition to contemn their authority. It 
l was, however, an act of Àis own, and unauthorized by any instructions 
| 
| 
1 
i 
| 
t 


^ 
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which had been given him by this government; and although the con- 
duct of these Indians afford strong reasons for excusing the course 
pursued by him, in depriving them of their means of annoyance to 
our eitizens, still it is to be regretted that any act of doubtful au- 
thority should be done by any officer of this government, which might 

lead to a collision with the United States. 

Had Gen. Rusk, when pursuing the enemy in their flight, after 

their attack upon his encampment, followed them across the line, (as 
I had supposed was the case,) he would have been justified by every 
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sound principle of international law; but his right to march into a 
neutral territory, to make the attack, is not so defensible, even under 
the circumstances which he discloses as the cause of that procedure; 
and it ean only be supported upon the.principle, that from the im- 
becility of the neutral power, it was enabled to keep in check a bellig- 
erent, which had taken advantage of its weakness, and was using its 
territory as a means of annoyance to us, and as we are not disposed 
to assume this position in our discussion with the United States, upon 
this subject, and that government having demanded a satisfactory ex- 
planation of the conduct of Gen. Rusk, you will, while using all nec- 
essary arguments to show the many aggravating causes which led to 
the act, disavow’ all instructions from this government authorizing it, 
and disclaim all intention on the part of the authorities of Texas to 
do any thing, which would have a tendency to mar the harmony so 
happily existing between the two countries, and which the people of 
this are so desirous of cultivating and improving. `» 

This subject will demand your immediate attention, upon your 
arrival at Washington, and while discussing it, you will assure that 
government, that orders will be given to the officers commanding our 
forces on the frontier, to respect the rights of the United States, and 
to conduct their military operations in such a way as to prevent col- 
lisions with their authorities; but you will, at the same time, urge the 
necessity of recalling their Indians, which are now roaming about, and 
committing depredations upon the inhabitants of this country, and of 
adopting such measures as will confine them strictly within their own 
limits. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
' Your ob't servant, 
JAMES WEBB. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Houston, May 30, 1839. 


Hon. Richard G. Dunlop, Minister Plenipotentiary of Texas, near the 
Government of the U. States :— 


SIr:—I am requested by the President to transmit to you the ac- 
companying documents, marked as in the subjoined schedule, which 
was recently captured from a party of Mexicans, as you will find de- 
tailed in the copy of the report to Col. Burleson, to the Secretary of 
War, herewith transmitted’ and marked, (B. 2.) 

This government has long been in possession of testimony sufficient 
to justify them in adopting the most summary and imperative meas- 
ures towards the Cherokees and other bands of northern Indians, resi- 
dent in Texas. Their unauthorized migration and protracted stay in 
our country, has always been a source of disquietude and anxiety to 
the civilized population, and their removal has long been desired. But 
the President, actuated by feelings of humanity towards a people who 
have been too much accustomed to profit by, and abuse similar indul- 
gencies, has been unwilling to resort to force to procure their expul- 
sion, while a hope could be entertained, that their withdrawal might 
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be effected by peaceable means. That hope has been founded on the 
applications heretofore made to the government of the United States, 
relative to this interesting subject. Those applications appear to have 
been ineffectual thus far, while the humane forbearance, on the part 
of this government towards those intruding Indians, has been produc- 
tive of many disasters to our frontier settlements, and if longer con- 
tinued, might result in irreparable injury to Texas. The most endur- 
ing patience may be exhausted and must yield to the duty of gelf 
preservation, when its exercise evidently gives encouragement and ag- 
gravation to the hostile spirit of the offenders. Such is our present 
condition, relative to those immigrant savages: and the President has 
resolved to put an end to the repeated aggressions of the Cherokees, 
by compelling their departure from our territory. You' are at liberty 
to make known this fact to the government at Washington, and to re- 
quest that such measures may be seasonably adopted by that govern- 
ment, as will fulfil the provisions of the 33d article of the treaty, en- 
tered into between the United States and Mexico, on the 5th day of 
April 1831, and will effectually prevent the return of those savages 
to our territory. 

Our right to eject these Indians can scarcely enter into your corre- 
spondence with the government of the United States; but should it be 
incidentally alluded. to, you will find it clearly suggested in the letter 
of Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castello, chargé d'affairs from Mexico, which is 
transcribed in despatch, No. 42, from your predecessor to this depart- 
ment. You will not, however, solicit an elaborate discussion on this 
subject, or any other connected with the respective obligations of the 
United States and of 'Texas, resulting from the treaty of 1831, be- 
tween the U. States and Mexico, for a protracted discussion is seldom 
desirable, and may be productive of inconvenience, if not.of ill feeling’ 
between the parties, which we would very sedulously avoid.—The 
President conceives that the government of the United States has 
frankly and justly acknowledged the right of Texas to the benefits of 
that treaty, especially in reference to the 33d article, which has a direct 
territorial relation to this Republie, as now organized ; and he cannot 
imagine that any objection will be raised, or difficulty occur on that 
ground. You will, therefore, confine your communications, unless con- 
strained to take a "wide range, to the fact of the intended expulsion of 
the Cherokees and such other of the immigrant bands, as may prove 
to have been or may hereafter be implicated in the late atrocious at- 
tempt on the part of the Mexican authorites, to employ the Indians 
of the United States in desolating our frontier. These machinations 
have been known to us for some time, but are now so fully developed, 


in relation to the Cherokees, that longer forbearance towards them, is 


utterly inconsistent with the first duties of the government. 

If, in the progress of your correspondence, it shall be assumed as 
has been suggested by the chargé d'affairs here, that the government 
of the United States is not bound to receive or restrain those Indians, 
and the ill advised treaty, partially made with them on the 23d Feb- 
ruary, 1836, by commissioners appointed by the late Provisional gov- 
ernment of Texas, be alleged in support of this position, you can 
present a conclusive refutation of that assumption, in the fact, that 
that pretended treaty has never been ratified by any competent au- 
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thority on the part of Texas. On the contrary, when it was first sub- 
mitted to the Senate of the Republic, which was the only power au- 
thorized to confirm it, it was rejected by a decisive vote of that body, 
and no subsequent action of the government has been ‘had upon it. 
. Indeed, should this matter be pressed upon you in such terms as indi- 
cate a determination on the part of the government at Washington to 
avail itself of that treaty, as absolving it from all obligations touching 
those Indians, which can hardly be possible, you can further disclaim 
the validity of the treaty, on the ground that the Provisional govern- 
ment itself, under whose authority the treaty purports to have been 
made, was acting without the sphere of any legitimate power, and 
could not in a, matter so extraneous to the avowed purposes of its 
creation, as the alienation of a large and valuable portion of territory, 
impose any moral or politieal obligations upon the independent and 
separate government of Texas. You will recollect that that Provi- 
sional government passed its brief existence anterior to the declaration 
of independence, and was organized under the Mexican Federal con- 
stitution of 1824— that, although its organization was in direct viola- 
ton of that consitution, and may be considered as partially revolu- 
tionary, its assumption of powers were no more obligatory on the in- 
dependent government of Texas, than they would have been on the fed- 
eral government of Mexico, had that government been restored and 
Texas returned to her previous attitude. By the very constitution of 
that government, Texas, as such, was incompetent to make treaties. 
She was a department of the confederated state of Coahuila and Texas, 
and in her conjunct state capacity, was also precluded from entering 
into treaties with foreign powers. I suggest this as an ultimate plan 
of argument to be pursued, but not to be resorted to, except in case 
of strict necessily. 

You are aware that the lines designated in the treaty, were run or 
pretended to be run by Col. Alexander Horton, some time in the fall 
of last year, at the instance of Gen. Houston, who was then exercising 
the executive functions of this government. This fact, too, may be 
adduced against you, but you will find no great dificulty in divesting 
it of any serious consideration by suggesting that the act of Col. Hor- 
ton was without authority, the President having no right to carry a 
treaty into effect anterior to, or independent of the action of the sen- 
ate on such treaty. In this instance, the assumed right was exercised 
in direct contradiction to-the advice of the senate, and every act so 
done was an absolute nullity, and could impose no legal or moral ob- 
ligatior on this government. 

Should the government of the United States decline to render you 
any satisfactory assurances, concerning the future return, io our terri- 
tory of the Cherokees, now about to be ejected from it, this govern- 
- ment will be.compelled to resort to its own energies; and a protracted 


war may ensue between Texas and the northern Indians within her 


borders. We should greatly deprecate such an event, for it cannot 
eseape an ordinary discernment, that it would be more than likely to 
enlist a portion of the original tribes, from whom. these intruding 
bands have emanated, and who have been recently removed to the west 
of the Mississippi by the government of the United States. It is also 
more ihan probable that such a contest would involve the government 
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of the United States in an Indian war of greater magnitude than any 
they have heretofore sustained. It is not intended to impute any error 
to that government in the congregating of so many tribes of savages 
on their remote frontier, for they did so in the exercise of an in- 
dubitable right. But while we freely acknowledge the abstract right, 
we cannot but perceive and deeply regret its practieal operation has 
been already eminently injurious to Texas, and may possibly inflict 
still more serious evils upon her. The migration of the several bands 
of those very tribes to our territory, was a direct and natural conse- 
quence of their removal from their ancient habitations, and their loca- 
tion in our vicinity, by that government. We entertain too profound 
a confidenee in the magnanimity of the government of our Father 
land, to believe for a moment that they will omit to give this, fact all. 
the consideration that an enlightened sense of propriety could suggest, 
or that they will fail to find in it additional reasons for a punctual 
observance of the stipulations in the treaty of the 5th of April, 1831, 
heretofore referred to. No government professing to act on the benefi- 
cent principles of christianity, will permit itself to prosecute a course 
of domestic policy, the evident tendency of which is destructive of the 
peace and happiness of a neighboring nation. Tt will either abandon 
the policy, or should its continuance be of paramount importance to 
its own well being, it will so modify and restrain its pernicious results, 
that the neighbor people may suffer no serious detriment from it. 

In previous instructions from this department you will find the 
Coshattee and Boluxies mentioned in connexion with the Cherokees 
and other northern tribes. These bands have been too long resident 
in Texas, (Y believe they migrated from the Creeks during the Ameri- 
ean revolution,) to be included in the list of intruders from the United 
States. You will not, therefore, press these upon the attention of that 
government in your future correspondence. The Cherokees, Kickapoos, 
Delawares, Pottawatamies, Choctaws, Shawnees and Caddoes are the 
bands that have recently entered our territory and of whom we com- 
plain. The Cherokees, Kickapoos and Caddoes are the most obnoxious 
of these, and it is their recall by the United States which we most 
ardently desire, and to which we are clearly entitled. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
[Signed ] DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secry of State. 


——— 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
Houston, Aug. 19, 1839. 
To the Hon. Richard G. Dunlap:— 


SIR:—lI have the pleasure to acknowledge several communications 
from you recently, and one from Mr. Roberts of the 2d instant, en- 
closing copy of communications from Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War, 
to yourself. ; 

I regret to observe that Mr. Poinsett seems to restrict the obliga- 
tions of the-United States, growing out of the treaty with Mexico, to 
Indians resident within the United States. The prevention of any 
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encroachments upon our territory from such Indians, is certainly very 
desirable on our part, and manifestly incumbent on that of the govern- 
ment of the United States. But there is another description of In- 
dians whose annoyances are equally intolerable to us, and who are 
equally within the purview of the treaty stipulations. The band of 
Cherokees, lately under the chieftainship of the notorious Bowles, have 
been resident for some years in Texas, but they are, originally, Indians 
of the United States, and having been unweleome intruders here, have 
never lost their American character, nor acquired social or political 
rights here. 

They are clearly the legitimate subjects of the treaty stipulations 
on the part of the United States, and properly belong to their juris- 
diction and control. 

The Caddoes are more recent intruders upon our territory, and they 
commenced their hostilities before they had the audacity to pass the 
line of the United States. The Kickapoos, Shawnees, Delawares and 
several minor bands of the Creek tribe are in similar circumstances; 
and these all have combined together in depredating upon our scat- 
tered frontier families. : 

You have probably heard of the late campaign against the Cherokees 
and its results. It is not.ascertained whether they have actually passed 
the line of the United States, or whether they have only dispersed in 
small parties and are meditating a cruel and desultory war upon our 
borders. They have been pretty severely chastised and we entertain a 
hope that they will give us no further molestation. If they shall have 
crossed into the U. States, it is important that some adequate steps 
be taken by that government to prevent their returning. If they 
should return, it will be more than probable that many of the restless 
spirits among the tribes lately translated to our vicinity will unite 
with them, and by becoming participants in the war here, will even- 
tually kindle a flame, that will spread along the whole line of the Mis- 
souri. The death of Bowles has deprived the tribes resident in Texas 
of their most intelligent and mischievous head, and has in a great 
measure subverted their political powers, by destroying their means of 
combination. Still they may be capable of inflicting grievous evils 
upon our frontier settlements, by desultory incursions, and it is very 
important that we avail ourselves of every possible and just method of 
prevention. 

The propriety of the application to the government of the U. States, 
in respect to these bands, is so obvious, that the President does not 
feel it needful to present any further reasons in elucidation of it. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your ob’t servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
[ Signed, |° Acting Sec’ry of State. 


o e A 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Oct. 25, 1839. 


SIR:—The Hon. David G. Burnet, acting Secretary of State, being 


at present absent from the seat of government, I am instructed by his 
Excellency, the President, to transmit you a certified copy of a com- 
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munication received this day, by the Hon. A. Sidney Johnston, Secre- 
tary of War, from John Emberson, captain of a company of Texas 
rangers on our north-eastern frontier, with a request that you will 
make its contents immediately known to the government of the United 
States, in order that prompt measures may be adopted by that govern- 
ment to prevent the threatened invasion of Texas by the Indians therein 
álluded to, and restrain them within their proper boundaries. 

That the action of the United States government on this subject will 
be prompt, the President feels the fullest confidence, from the repeated 
assurances of Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War, as communicated through 
yourself, that his government would oppose force to any body of Indians 
which might attempt to pass into Texas, and that orders had been given 
to the commanders stationed at and near the line of the two countries, 
to carry out these views of the U. States government, 

I have the honor to be, 
With sentiments of high consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
NATH’L. AMORY, 
Chief Clk. Dept. of State. 
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Hon. Richard G. Dunlap, Minister Plenipotentiary for the Republic of 
Texas, Washington, U. 8. 


Extract of a letter directed to the Hon. A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of 
War, from John Emberson, commanding a company of Texas rangers, 
dated, camp Bois d? Arc, Sept. 2d, 1839. 


Since my last nothing of importance has transpired on this fron- 
tier,—no sign of any Indians crossing Red river, either to or from 
Texas, with the exception of a small party of Shawnees a few days 
ago, on their way from Texas, to their village on the north side of Red 
river, which party was permitted to pass unmolested, and crossed the 
Red river in peace and safety. This party informed us of a party of 
Cherokees, settled, and are now remaining on the east fork of the 
Trinity river, about We will keep a close watch for them. 

4 l have just received a communication from Mr. Clark, sub agent for 
T the Choctaw Indians of the United States, which informs me that a 
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party of Cherokees are now embodying on the Arkansas river, for the 
purpose of invading Texas, and advising me to keep a close watch for 
d them. I believe the United States Indian agents are doing all in their 


power to prevent the Indians from crossing Red river, to commit depre- 
dations upon our citizens. Yet it will be impossible to-prevent it, so 
'long as Red river remains the dividing line for two hundred miles be- 
tween our settlements and the Indians, and no station or military post 
at any point upon said stream. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ? 
Austin, Oct. 25, 1839. f 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy. 
[ Seal. ] N. AMORY, 
Chief Clk. Dept. of State. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Extract of a letter, dated Washington City, January 21st, 1839, from 
Anson Jones, Esquire. 


To Hon. John Forsyth :— 


I enclose you herewith copies of two communications made by me to 
Mr. Forsyth, under dates of 26th Nov., and 31st December last, on the 
subject of the hostile and other Indians residing upon the frontier of 
Texas, and the United States, with the reply of Mr. Forsyth, under 
date of the 3d December, ultimo. As this is a subject of the greatest 
importance to Texas, and as the views entertained by the government of 
the United States, in regard to its obligations under the treaty of the 
5th April, 1831, appear to me somewhat extraordinary, 1 beg leave to 
refer the matter to the consideration and decision of the President, and 
shall await his instructions before proceeding any further in the corre- 
sponce on this subject. l 
I have the honor to be, &c., 

[Signed.] ANSON JONES. 


WASHINGTON, Nov. 26, 1838. 
Anson Jones Esq., to Hon. John Forsyth :— 


Siz :—Information has been recently received from Texas, that various 
tribes of Indians, who at different times have migrated from the United 
States, have for some time past been committing murders and other 
hostile aggressions upon the inhabitants of that country, and that a com- 
bination is now formed between most of these tribes, and others origi- 
nally residing within its borders, for the purpose of commencing a gen- 
eral warfare. For this object, large numbers of Caddoes, Kickapoos, 
Choctaws, Coshattes, Cherokees, Tawacanies, and a few from several other 
tribes, are now collected upon the river Trinity, from which point they 
are preparing to assail the settlements of the whites. By information 
from other, though less authentic sources, there is reason to believe that 
this hostile combination extends to a portion of some of those tribes now 
residing upon the borders of the United States, or on their way thither, 
and that so soon as the war-whoop is raised by those.already assembled, 
they will receive large and powerful accessions to their numbers from 
those tribes. 

To these acts of hostility they: have been incited by none on the part 
of the government or the people of Texas; but it is believed are insti- 
gated solely by their native and hereditary hatred to the whites; by their 
desire of plunder, and by the encouragement held out to them by the 
Mexiean authorities and their emissaries, by whose inhuman policy they 
have been promised future possession of the country on the condition of 
their exterminating the Texians, or expelling them from it. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas, 
has the honor te submit this information to the Hon., the Secretary of 
State of the United States, and earnestly to request that suitable meas- 
ures may be immediately taken by this Government to interpose a force 
sufficient to prevent the threatened hostilities on the part of its Indians 
—to inflict exemplary punishment for those already committed—to 
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cause the removal of the intruded savages beyond the known, or dis- 
puted limits of Texas, and to insure their future peaceful and good be- 
havior towards its government and people. 

And inasmuch as the incursions and settlement of various warlike 
tribes of Indians from the United States, within its borders has been 
forcible, and unauthorized by the present or former Government of 
Texas, and in contravention of the established comity of nations as well 
as the stipulations of the 33d article of the treaty of- the 5th April, 
1831, between the United States and Mexico, (which treaty is now bind- 
ing upon Texas so far as her particular territory is concerned,) the 
undersigned, on the part of his Government, most solemnly protests, as 
will against those incursions and settlement of the Indians, as for all 
reclamations which may arise for inquiries that have been, or shall be 
sustained by Texas in consequence thereof. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas, 
embraces this occasion to tender, &c., 

[Signed] ANSON JONES. 


SY 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 1 
Washington, Nov. 3, 1838. $ 


Hon. John Forsyth to Anson Jones, Esq.:— 


SIR:—l have had the honor to receive your note of the 26th instant, 
stating that various tribes of Indians, who had emigrated from the 
United States, are combining with others originally residing within the 
borders of Texas, for the purpose of commitüng aggressions upon the 
inhabitants of that country, and that there is reason to believe that the 
combination extends to Indian tribes now within the limits of the 
United States, and requesting the interposition of this Government in 
preventing the threatened hostilities on the part of the last mentioned 
tribes—the infliction of punishment for those already committed—the 
removal of the intruding savages beyond the limits of Texas, and the 
adoption of measures for their peaceful behavior in future. 

A copy of your note has by direction of the President been trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of War, who being charged with the superin- 
tendance of Indian Affairs, will adopt such measures as may appear 
necessary for the fulfilment of the obligations of the United States, 
under the treaty referred to in your note. With regard to questions 
arising from the past or future emigration of Indians, from the 
United States into Texas, I cannot better acquaint you with the views 
entertained by this Government on that subject, than by referring you 
to the enclosed copy of a communication addressed by this Department 
on the 22nd October, 1835; to the Diplomatie Representative of Mex- 
ico, near the United States. 

l avail myself of this occasion, to offer, &c. 


[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 


.  . Reports AND RELIEF Laws 21 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washington, Oct. 22, 1835. 


Hon. John Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, Chargé P Affaires from Mexico :— 


The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Castillo, Charge 
d'Affaires of the United Mexican States, dated the 14th instant, rela- 
tive to alleged encroachments of Creek Indians from the United States, 
upon the Mexican territory. 

A copy of Mr. Castillos note buds: been referred to the Secretary 
of War, who is charged with the superintendance of Indian Affairs; 
that officer has stated that no information has been received by the War 
Department showing that the Creek Indians from Alabama are remov- 
ing into the Mexican possessions, that there has not been, during this 
season, any emigration of Oreek Indians from Alabama, and that the 
War Department has, on all proper oceasions, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, discountenanced the project of those Indians for removing into 
the province of Texas. 

From this it would appear that the political chief of Nacogdoches 
has been misinformed. But should it be otherwise, it may be doubtful 
whether under the 33d article of the treaty, the intervention of the 
United States could be claimed or offered, unless the Indians mani- 
fested some hostile intent. If Indians going from the United States, 
or elsewhere, should migrate to the Mexican territories with peaceable 
intentions, it will be for the Mexican Government alone to decide upon 
their admission, or exclusion. ‘Though the general terms used in the 
représentation of the political Chief of Nacogdoches would justify the 
President in expecting a more explicit statement, showing at what times 
and places, and under what circumstances, the Indians are alleged to 
have entered the Mexican territory, he has preferred directing this ex- 
planation to be made without delay, in order that there may be no room 
for doubt as to his views on the subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion, to offer, &e. 

[Signed | JOHN FORSYTH. 


——— 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31, 1838. 
Anson Jones, Esq. to Hon. John Forsyth :— 


SIR :—I have the honor to enclose you herewith, by direction of the 
Government of Texas, a copy of the journal of one Don Pedro Julian 
Miracle, an officer and emissary in the service of Mexico. This indi- 
vidual was killed about the 20th August last, near the Cross Timbers 
on Red river by a citizen of that country, and the original of the copy 
above referred to, written in the Spanish language, was found upon 
his body. 

By reference to this journal it will be seen that an extensive Indian 
and Mexican conspiracy against Texas, which is perhaps intended also 
to involve the south-western portion of the United States, exists under 
the direction of His Excellency, Don. Vincente Filisola, the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Mexican Army. 

Miracle travelled at the hottest season of the year upwards of six 
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hundred miles of our frontier among various Indian tribes, and was, 
after the declaration of his object and purposes, treated kindly by all 
of them. His movements, when viewed in connexion with the fact, that 
in May and June last, Agents of sundry tribes of North American 
Indians visited Matamoras, and procured from the authorities there 
. large quantities of ammunition, and returned about the time Miracle 
passed through Texas, indieate that in all probability he was on his 
way to the great Council of Indians, who have been moved west of the 
Mississippi, which was to have taken place in September last. It is 
reasonable to suppose that the Mexicans finding that they are unable 
to conquer Texas, in order to gratify their vindictive passions against the 
Texians, would willingly see it desolated, and again fall into the hands 
of the savages. Could Mexico by the efforts of her emissaries produce 
simultaneously an Indian war on the frontier of Texas, and the south- 
western frontier of the United States, such a result might be possible; 
or if the object could not be fully obtained, the contest would, as they 
are aware, occasion serious calamities to the settlements on those fron- 
tiers, with but little expense or trouble to Mexico. 

This journal clearly shows that Mexico does not hesitate to employ 
American Indians to fight against Texas. The circumstances and co- 
incidences attending the visit of the Cherokees and Caddoes to Mata- 
moras in June last, and the marching of Miracle to the villages of those 
bands in Texas, and then leaving them, and pursuing the direct route 
to the Cherokee country in Arkansas, several hundred miles before he 
was killed, induce those in Texas best acquainted with the Indian 
character, and the peculiar relations which exist between them, the 
United States and Texas, to suppose that Miracle was sent, or going to 
attend the great Council in Missouri, for the purpose of combining the 
Arkansas Indians with those of Texas, for the conquest of the latter 
country. | 

The discontented Indians of Arkansas are continually removing to 
Texas, and joining those of their tribes, who preceded them thither, 
which is gradually inereasing their number, and consequently the dan- 
ger to Texas in case of am open rupture with them. The hunting 
grounds of the Colorado, Brasos, Trinity and Red rivers, and their 
tributaries present strong allurements to the bold and enterprising, and 
somewhat civilized Indians of Arkansas, occupying as they do, districts 
less favorable to the enjoyment of their pursuits and dispositions. It 
is, therefore, most sincerely hoped by the Government of Texas, that 
this circumstance will not be viewed with indifference by the U. States, 
and that the greatest vigilance and precaution will be directed on its 
part to prevent in future such emigration to Texas. I am also in- 
structed by my Government, to represent that the Indian disturbances 
in Hastern Texas, have been aggravated by the uncertainty of the true 
boundary line, and the absence of a military force at the most eligible 
points to restrain the United States’ Indians from crossing Red river 
into Texas, which they now do at pleasure far above Fort Towson, with- 
out hindrance. 

in contravention of treaty stipulations, the Caddoes numbering 
about three hundred warriors, shortly after the sale of their lands to 
the United States, in 1834, availing themselves of the unsettled state 
of this boundary, and of other circumstances favorable to their enter- 


REPORTS AND RELIEF Laws 23 


prize, without asking or obtaining the consent of the Government of 
Texas, removed to. it and associated themselves with the Prairie In- 
dians, and have been ever since, with the exception of a few short in- 
tervals, committing depredations on our frontier settlements, and are 
at this time combined with them and jointly waging an active maraud- 
ing warfare against those settlements. The injuries which these per- 
fidious Indians have inflicted, severe it is true, are small when com- 
pared with the consequences which will necessarily ensue, should they 
be allowed to remain among the wild: Indians. 

The latter, when the former went among them, carrying rifles, powder 
and lead in abundance, which they had obtained by the sale of their 
lands on Red River, to the United States, were but little acquainted 
with the use of fire arms. Since then, by the facilities afforded them 
by the Caddoes, they have become tolerable hunters, and are much more 
efficient in war, and will ere long, should such a state of things con- 
tinue, be equal to North American Indians. 

These, and other concurrent cireumstances and considerations, while 
the propriety of the expulsion of these intruders is indicated, render 
it extremely desirable by the Government of Texas, that the boundary 
line between it and the United States, should be run with as little 
delay as practicable. 

I avail myself of this occasion, to renew, &c., 
[Signed] ANSON JONES. 


—— 


WASHINGTON, Marcu 10, 1839. 


Extract of a letter from Hon. Anson Jones, to Hon. Barnard E. Bee, 
Secretary of State. 


Agreeably to the instructions contained in your communication of 
the 31st January, I have addressed the following note to the Secretary 
of State of this Government, on the subject of our Indian affairs. 


WASHINGTON, MaArcH 10, 1839. 
To the Hon. John Forsyth :— 


SrR.— I have the honor to inform you by direction of my Govern- 
ment, that in consequence of continued acts of hostility on the part 
of the Indians on the frontiers, and within the limits of Texas, who 
have been powerfully excited by the Mexieans living at Nacogdoches, 
it is the intention of the President to act with great energy towards 
them, and that he had directed the communication of this fact to be 
made to you, in order that the Government of the United States may 
take efficient steps to prevent any coalition on the part of the different 
tribes of Indians residing within their limits, with those in Texas. 

I embrace this occasion, to renew, &c., 


[Signed] ÁNSON JONES. 


To this communieation no reply has been returned, so soon as one 
shall be received, however, I will transmit you a copy. 
In the mean time, I have the honor to remain, &c., 
"ANS ON JONES. 
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P. S. Since writing the above, I have received from Mr. Forsyth 
the following answer to my note of the 10th instant. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 11, 1839. 
To the Hon. Anson Jones:— 
Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note, 


dated the 10th instant, and to inform.'you that a copy of it has been 
communicated to the Secretary of War, by the direction of the Presi- 


" dent, that he may take such measures as shall be necessary to prevent 


any combination of the Indians within the U. States, with those in 
Texas. DERE. 
I avail myself of this occasion, to renew, &c., 
[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 


WASHINGTON Crrv, Aucust 2, 1839. 
To the Hon. David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State:— 


Sig,— In the absence of Gen. Dunlap, I have the honor to enclose . 
to you copies of a note of the 29th June, from Gen. Dunlap, to Mr. 
Forsyth, and the reply of Mr. Forsyth thereto, on the 19th ultimo. It 
may not be improper to remark, that Mr. Poinsett is not so full and 
explicit in his letter to the Secretary of State, (who has referred the 
subject wholly to him,) as he was in a conversation 1 had with him 
upon presenting Gen. Dunlap's note. He then assured me, that if it 
became necessary, he would not only restrain the Indians within the 
limits of the United States by force, but that he would withold their 
pensions and supplies, which would entirely incapacitate them from 
doing us any injury. He further informed me that he was at that 
time about marking out a tract of country, (to which they would 
speedily be removed,) for the Caddoes, and that in the mean time a 


- most vigilant watch would be kept over them. 


I embrace this occasion, to tender you, &o., 
SAMUEL A. ROBERTS. 


WASHINGTON, JUNE 29, 1839. 
Gen. Dunlap to Mr. Forsyth :— 


Str,— I have the honor to call the attention of your Government 
to those stipulations touching our Indian relations, contained in the 
treaty of 1831, entered into between Mexico and the United States. 
In relation to the incursions and depredations of the Indians belong- 
ing of right to the territory and jurisdiction of the United States, I 
have the honor to refer you to the following enclosed evidence. The 
accompanying schedule marked (1.1.) contains an abstract of the testi- 
mony in relation to the plans of the Mexicans, and the disposition of 
the Indians within the United States to make war upon the citizens 
of Texas. 

I have the honor to submit to your consideration and inspection, the 
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original commissions, sent by the Mexican authorities to the Chiefs 
of those tribes who have migrated to Texas from the United States 
against the authority of Mexieo previous to the Texian revolution, and 
whose numbers have been increased since the success of this revolution 
from their kindred tribes within the United States in violation of the 
positive prohibitions of my Government, and of the conventional obli- 
gations of this Government. 

I have the honor to enclose a translation of those commissions, de- 
siring the return of the original, whenever you shall be satisfied of 
their contents. 

The translation of the passports, circulars and instructions to those 
lawless tribes from the Mexican General, proves what was somewhat 
developed to this Government by one of its own officers, Gen. Arbuckle, 
last year, that the Mexicans have long contemplated a general assault 
upon Texas from the Western Indians of the United States. The ex- 
tracts from the enclosed letters from Col. A. Butler, the former min- 
ister from this Government to Mexico, from Mr. Raines, Mr. Douglass 
and Col. Coffee to Gen. Felix Huston, leaves this question without 
doubt, and places it beyond controversy. 

The history of the colonization and settlement of Texas, clearly 
demonstrates that the chief inducement which impelled Mexico to the 
adoption of such a policy, was to plant on and near the western borders 
of this Government, a race of men whose known skill and energy would 
give interior Mexico ample protection from the war-like and migratory 
character of those Indians. 

This infant Colony began with its existence to meet with trouble 
and annoyances from those Indians, Hence it was that the conven- 
tional and reciprocal obligations were entered into between Mexico and 
the United States to restrain the Indians belonging to each nation 
from incursions and depredations upon the soil and citizens of each 
Government. 

I have the honor to direct, most respectfully, your attention to the 
long established policy of this Government, which has thrown large 
clusters of Indian tribes on her western borders. I do this, that vou 
may at once see the danger which hangs over my country. The general 
character of the savage, aside from that restless spirit with which 
some of them have been induced to settle there, when added to the 
evidence already alluded to, will manifest to your Government the 
necessity of placing herself in that attitude to the question, whieh will 
enable her to comply with her obligations to a sister republic. 

I am directed by my Government, with anxious solicitude, to invite 
the attention of the United States to the consideration of this subject: 
the proverbial good faith and promptitude with which this Government 
has always conducted herself in all her foreign relations, as well as 
the general magnanimity of the American character, and pledges upon 
which my Government rests in the most confiding convictions, that 
right and justice will never be witheld from her by the United States. 

It affords me pleasure on this occasion, to offer, &c., 

[ Signed ] R. G. DUNLAP. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 19, 1839. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Dunlap :— 


Sir,—I have the honor to transmit a copy of the answer of the 
Secretary of War to the letter from this Department, which .was ac- 
companied by a transcript of your note of the 29th ultimo, on the sub- 
ject of Indian incursions and depredations, and to offer you at the 
same time renewed assurances of my great considerations. 

[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 


New York, July 21, 1839. 
The President and Mr. Forsyth reached this city a few days after 


I sent my communication to the State Department, touching our In- 
dian relations with this Government. 1 saw the President and Mr. 
Forsyth, they both said that this Government would do what was 
right, and that the matier would be referred to Mr. Poinsett the Sec- 
retary of War. 

I wrote to Mr. Roberts to call and see Mr. Poinsett, which he did, 
and which resulted favorably. 

Mr. Roberts will enclose a copy of my letter and Mr.Forsyth's an- 
swer to the State Department. 1 insisted, in a personal conversation 
with Mr. Forsyth, that this Government was bound to recall all those 
Indians who emigrated to Texas after the treaty of 1831, between 
Mexico and the United States. Mr. Forsyth seemed to think that our 
Government must pass some law, or you must issue a proclamation 
forbidding the incursion of the Indians into our territory, and order 
those now within it to leave, that is, that portion who emigrated to 
the country without the consent of Mexico, previous to the revolution, 
and without the consent of Texas since that period. 

He then said if the Indians after this do not leave, and.we find it 
too great a task to remove them, that upon an application, this Gov- 
ernment would help us. l 

I give you all this, that you may see more clearly the disposition of 
this Government, than may appear in my correspondence. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 
R. G. DUNLAP. 


————— 


WAR DEPATMENT, 
July 18, 1839. 
To Hon. John Forsyth :— 


Sir,— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 17th instant, transmitting a communication from Mr. Dunlap, 
the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Texas, re- 
specting apprehended incursions of the Indians residing within the 
territory of the United States, upon that of Texas. 

Having carefully examined the documents accompanying that com- 
munication, 1 do not find any evidence of a disposition on the part 
of the Indians within the United States, to make war upon the citizens 
of Texas. 
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' The letters of the Mexican authorities allude clearly to the Indians 
residing within the Texian territory, and the circular is addressed to 
Chiefs who live with their people without the limits of the United 
States. 

Upon a former occasion, at the instance of Gen. Houston, and of 
the Agents of the Texian Government, strict orders were issued by 


this Department to the Officers and Agents of the U. States upon the 


western frontier to prevent the Indians from taking any part in the 
contest between Mexico and Texas, and to adopt active and coercive 
measures, if necessary, to compel their neutrality. Although I am 
fully convinced these orders have been obeyed, and that the United 
States' Officers will use due diligence in their execution, still they shall 
- be reiterated, and the T'exian Government may rely upon every exer- 

tion being made on our part to fulfil our treaty stipulations in this 
particular. 

The documents are herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 


J. R. POINSETT. 


Saratoga, August 12, 1839. - 
To the Hon. David G. Burnet :-— 


SIr,—I have the honor to inform you that since Mr. Poinsett's orders 
have been issued to the officers on the western frontier, a copy of which 
has been forwarded to your Department, that I saw Mr. Forsyth here 
a few days since, and stated to him that these orders should go further, 
and restrain all the Indians within the United States from incursions 
into the Republic. He replied that Mr. Poinsett would be here in a 
few days, and that I might see him and rest assured that this should 
be done. 

I leave here to see Mr. Forsyth, and shall only delay here until Mr. 
Poinsett’s arrival. 

I have the honor to be, &c., : 
R. G. DUNLAP. 


———— 


. Extract of a letter, dated, New York, August 26. 


To the Hon. David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State:— 


Sir,—I saw Mr. Poinsett a few days since for the first time. All 
our Indian relations have been referred to him. 1 stated to him that 
his order and letter to me, which have been forwarded to your Depart- 
ment, did not cover the whole ground of my application to this Gov- 
ernment; after a full conversation, he assured me that no number of 
Indians under any pretext, should make incursions into Texas, that he 
had given orders to this effect, and that he would repeat them to the 
officers on the frontiers to restrain them from crossing the line, and 
further, to inform all those Indians that if they did not desist “from 
their incursions that he would stop their annuity, and place a compe- 
tent force near the borders to keep them in check. 


Mr. Poinsett has agreed to recall the Caddoes so soon as he can ob- ` 


tain a place for them. I insisted that he should recall all those who 
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had entered our territory after the treaty of 1831. He said we would 
talk over this in the fall at Washington, and suggested many difficul- 
ties, &c., but concluded by saying that I might assure the President 
that the treaty touching the Indians should be executed in good faith. 
I repeat, none but the kindest feelings exist. with this Government 
for the welfare of Texas. 
I have the honor to be, i 
R. G. DUNLAP. 


———— 


DOCUMENT C. 


CITY or SABINE, JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
October 29, 1839. 


To the Hon. Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas:— 


Srg,—I have the honor to inform you that Col. Dexter and myself 
arrived at Beaumont on the Neches River, about fifteen miles by water 
above this place, on Monday the 14th instant, the 15th being the day 
appointed for the meeting of the Commission at the mouth of the 
Sabine River, for the purpose of running and marking the boundary 
line between the United States and Texas, agreeably to the provisions 
of the Convention concluded and signed at Washington, on the 25th 
April, 1838. 

The mouth of the Sabine being inaccessible by land from Beaumont, 
we were compelled to wait for a boat until the morning of the 16th. 
On the 16th we reached this point, from which we could discern, at 
the distance of six miles, ithe mouth of the Sabine in the sea, the point 
designated in the treaty of limits, as the place of beginning, in run- 
ning the boundary between the U. States and Texas. - 

To our surprise and regret, we found that not one of the Commis- 
sion on the part of the United States had yet arrived, nor were we able 
to hear a word from them. A few days afterwards we were joined by 
Mr. Smith, the surveyor, on the part of Texas, who had been pre- 


vented by indisposition from being at the place of beginning at the | 


appointed time, (the 15th October). We patiently awaited the arrival 
of the Commission on the part of the United States until the 26th 
instant, when the Schooner “Yew Tree,” five days from New Orleans, 
came into the Sabine pass, laden with the outfit for the Commission, 
to wit: provisions, tents, camp equipage, &c., &c., accompanied by Col. 
J. R. Conway, the surveyor on the part of the United States, and Mr. 
Bee, the Secretary on the part of Texas, besides ten or twelve hands 
attached to the joint Commission, as chain carriers, markers, &c. The 
arrival of Mr. Bee filled up the Commission on the part of Texas. Col. 
Conway heard from Judge Overton before leaving New Orleans,—the 
Judge will come by land, and is expected hourly. 

The commencement of actual operations on the line Xm necessarily 
be suspended until the bearer of these despatches, (Col. Dexter), re- 
turns to the Commission and brings with him the necessary instru- 
ments, or until Col. Graham, the Topographical Engineer on the part 
of the United States shall have arrived with his instruments. I hope 
the State Department will afford Col. Dexter every facility for return- 
ing as soon as possible. 
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Below is an estimate of the expense (made with the assistance of 
our Surveyor) that will accrue to the Government of Texas in carry- 
ing out the provisions and requisitions of the Convention of 1838, viz: 
the running and marking the boundary lime between the United States 
and Texas, from the mouth of the Sabine in the sea, along the western 
bank of the Sabine River, to the 32” of north latitude, and from thence 
due north to Red River. 


Amount expended in New Orleans for subsistence, stores, 


tents, camp equipage, commissions, &c., - - - $1000 00 
Charter money for Schooner “Yew Tree” for two months at 

$325 per month, - - - - 650 00 
Instruments, amount not exactly knows. as the accounts have 

not all been rendered, - - - - - 500 00 
Charter,of small boat, keel boat, E in the REUS: four 

months,  - 1000 00 
Eight pack mules to pack provisión bon the head ut nang 

tion on the Sabine to Red River, - 1000 00 


One Surveyor, who, for plodding through the cane breaks and 

swamps of the Sabine, meandering, &c., should be allowed, : 2000 00 
One assistant Surveyor, to supply the place of the mac dh 
in ease of his temporary disability to assist in the meander- 

ing, &c., - - - - - - - - 1500 00 
Eight chain carriers, one set and one supernumerary set to 

each compass to facilitate the meandering, &c., four months, 


at $40 per month, - - - - - - - 1280 00 
Four markers, four months, at $40 per month, = to - 640 00 
Two tripod bearers, [o 320 00 
Two axe men, pioneers to clear the way for the Surveyors, 1600 00 
Four pack men to attend the boats when in use, guard stores 

and attend the mules when in use, - - - - 640 00 
One cook for officers’ mess, - - - - - 160 00 
To which may be added as the Commissioner's salary, - 3000 00 
Topographical Engineer’s salary, - - - - 2500 00 


There is yet a balance of seven or eight hundred dollars in the hands 
of Bryan, Austin & Co. of New Orleans. 

The appropriation to be made by the next Congress, should not by 
any means, be less that fifteen thousand dollars. 

The Commission should be furnished with funds forthwith to en- 
` able them to proceed with the work, not less than three thousand dol- 
lars. It will not do to await the action of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
D. SAMPLE, 
Commissioner on the part of Texas. 
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DOCUMENT D. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Nov. 6, 1839. 


To the Hon. David G. Burnet, Acting Sec’ry of State:— 


Str,—In conformity with an act passed the last session of Congress, 
entitled, “an -act securing patent-rights to inventors," and which consti- 
tues the Chief Clerk of the State Department head of the Patent 
Bureau, under the direction of the Secretary of State. 

I have granted and issued six patents as follows, viz:— 


No. 1.- To Chas. Learned & Stephen “Waterman, for a m for 
making brick. 

No. To Elijah S. Curtis, for an improvement in mills. 
? Robert Watson ” 7? i steam saw 


go m 


No. 4. To Templeton Reid, for an improvement in cotton gin. 
5. To Smith Cram, for a machine for driving piles. 
" 6. " do do "^" 7" ” removing snags. 


In each case the Patentee applied in person, took the requisite oath, 
after having legally declared his intention of becoming a citizen of 
Texas, paid thirty dollars for the use of the Republic, and those who 
designed being absent from the country, empowered an agent to repre- 
sent their acquired rights. 

As the law is not imperative in requiring the Patentee to deposit a 
model of the machine, or instrument, in the Patent Office, but leave it 
optional with him to provide either a drawing or model of the same, the 
latter has never been exacted, still in some cases it has been voluntarily 
furnished, and in others promised at a future period, but in.every in- 
stance, a “minute description, and drawing of the article patented has 
accompanied both the patent issued, and the copy retained in the office. 
Frequent applications have been made by persons residing in the United 
States, through an agent here, for patents for inventors, but have been 
refused until the applicant should appear in person and comply with the 
requisition of the law. 

The models now in the office, are as follows :— 


Of a machine for making bricks. Of an improved cotton gin. 
” an improvement in steam mills. 


No separate apartment has yet been assigned for the Patent Bureau, 
and the crowded condition of the State Department makes it necessary 
that another room be added to that building for the purpose to contain 
the documents and models which may fairly be expected to accumulate 
before the next session of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 
NATFPL. AMORY, 
Chief Clerk Dept State. 
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DOCUMENT E. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Nov. 6, 1839. 


SIB,— Since the last report on the subject of public printing, made 
November 5th, 1838, by the Hon. R. A. Irion, Secretary of State, the 
following works have been completed and delivered at the Department, 
of which, a portion have been distributed to the civil officers of each of 
the several counties of this Republic,—viz :— 


Five hundred copies of the Journal of the House of Representatives— 
fall and winter of 1837. 

Four hundred and ninety-five copies of the Journal of the House of 
Representatives—First session Third Congress. 

Five hundred and twenty-one copies of the Journal of the Senate 
—spring of 1838. | 

Four hundred and sixty-two copies of the Journals of the Consulta- 
tion. 

Four hundred and forty-nine copies of the Journals of the General 
Council. 

Two thousand copies of the Laws of the Republic—First Session Third 
Congress. 

Two thousand copies of the Laws of Coahuila and Texas—first part. 

Two thousand copies of the Laws of Coahuila and Texas—second part. 

And the only work now in progress is a publication in Spanish of the 
most important laws of the Republic, the translation of which, by Mr. 
S. P. Andrews, is daily expected to be received, and will be printed as 
soon thereafter as practicable. 

The amount of bills for printing, approved by this Department, since 
December 15th, 1838, and which includes the works mentioned above, is 
$32,181 09. 

The books remaining on hand are as follows: 

About Four hundred, first vol Laws of the Republic. 

2 Hight hundred and fifty, second vol. of the Laws of the 
Republic. : 

About Eight hundred and fifty, third vol. of the Laws of the Republic. 

About one thousand three hundred, fourth vol. of the Laws of the 
Republic. 

About one thousand and four hundred, first part of the Laws of Coa- 
huila and Texas. 

About one thousand and four hundred, second part of the Laws of 
Coahuila and Texas. 

About three hundred vols. of the Journal of the House of Representa- 
tives—First Congress, First Session. 

About two hundred vols. of the Journal of the House of Representa- 
tives—First Congress, Second Session. 

_ About three hundred vols. of the Journal of the House of Representa- 
tives—fall and winter of 1837. 

About two hundred and fifty vols. of the Journal of the House of 
Representatives—spring of 1888. : 

About two hundred and fifty vols. of the Journal of the House of 
Representatives—Third Congress, First Session. 
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About twenty vols. of the Journal of the Senate—First Congress, 
First Session. 
About eighty vols. of the Journal of the Senate—Pirst Congress, 
Second Session. 
About fifty vols. of the Journal of the Senate—fall and winter of 1837. 
About two hundred and fifty vols. of the Journal of the Senate— 
Second Congress, Second Session. 
About one hundred and fifty vols. of the Journal of the Senate— 
Third Congress, First Session. 
About two hundred vols. of the J ournals of the Consultation. 
22 225 22 22 22 Gen. Couneil. : 
x one hundred and seventy-five vols. of the Consular In- 
structions. 
About nine hundred vols, of the first message of President Lamar. 
About one hundred and forty vols. of Falvel’s reports of the proceed- 
ings of the House of Representatives—First Congress. 
About four hundred vols. Abstract of the Original Titles of Record. 
About one thousand and two hundred vols. Ordinances and Decrees. 
About one hundred vols. of the Rules of the Senate. 
2# one hundred and twenty vols. of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives. 
About five hundred copies of the Report of the Commnittee on the 
Tariff. 
About one hundred and fifty copies of the Reprimand of Robt. Wilson. 


From the foregoing statement, it will be seen that of some works the 
number is inadequate to supply the fast increasing demand of the coun- 
try, particularly as many of the civil officers are unsupplied with such 
laws and journals as are essential to a correct discharge of their duties; 
owing to the insecurity of the mails, and the failure in the public offi- 
cers to give up to their successors on relinquishing an office, the books 
they may have received. 

It would seem expedient that the publie printing, under the super- 
vision of the Secretary of State, should be executed by a Printer of is 
own selection, rather than subject to be claimed as a matter of right by 
an individual elected -by Congress. For economy and despatch can 
alone be secured by competition, and a price considered fair at the 
present time, might be extravagantly high some months hence. 

Nevertheless, should the Honorable Congress deem it proper to elect 
a Printer to execute all the public work of the Government, I would 
recommend it should be done under an express agreement as to the 
different terms or prices, for the various species of printing which may 
probably be required, (the data for which can be furnished from this 
Department); and that the prices so agreed upon, should be payable in 
specie or its equivalent, to obviate the embarrassments growing out of a 
fluctuating currency. 

|: Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv”, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secry of State. 
To His EXCELLENCY M. B. LAMAR, 
President of the Republic of Texas. 
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DOCUMENT F. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, l 
Houston, July 26, 1839. $ 


S1zr,—I am instructed by the President to direct you tó proceed witk- 
out any unnecessary delay to execute the surveying of the fifty leagues 
of land as a reserve for Universities, in accordance with an act of Con- 
gress, approved 26th January, 1839; and to that end, you will first 
proceed to Bastrop, when you will require of the County Surveyor of 
Bastrop County, plats of all surveys recently made in the north-western 
part of the said county, and also, for a transcript of all entries or loca- 
tions which may have been made with the Deputy or Deputies of that 
section, in the examination of which entries, you will be particular to 
see if the corresponding land certificates have been filed, and if they have 
been made otherwise according to law, and the instructions from the 
General Land Office, as all such are to be respected as vested rights and 
are not to be interfered with. Having obtained the above information, 
you will then proceed to Bexar County, and require of the County Sur- 
veyor of Bexar County the same information relative to locations made in 
said County on the Llano, San Saba and Colorado Rivers, as above re- 
quired of the County Surveyor of Bastrop: it being uncertain in which 
of the two counties the quality of the soil and other circumstances will 
permit said reservation to be laid. 

You will then proceed to the Llano, where, should you deem proper, 
you will locate and survey a tract of fifteen or sixteen leagues, being 
governed by the quality of the soil and eligibility- of situation. Two 
other tracts, making in all fifty leagues, you are to select and to survey 
on the San Saba or Colorado, as to you may appear most advisable, pro- 
viding, that the whole fifty leagues shall be included in not more than 
three different tracts. 

The shape of each will depend much upon the situation of the 
streams, and the individual locations, but if a tract should be situated 
oñ both sides of either of the rivers before mentioned, you will first 
iheander the same correctly, and then proceed to lay off the survey so 
as to have thé length of it along the river three times its width, the 
river to run nearly through the centre lengthwise. If not laid upon 
any of these streams, you can make them oblong to suit the situation 
of the land, in which case the length is not to exceed three times the 
width. 

You are to be particular in making the survey of each of these tracts 
. to connect it with some known point, in order that its precise location 
may be seen by its representation on the map of the county in which 
it is situated. 

You will also be particular to note down all streams over which the 
lines pass, às well as to represent the same on the plats, which, by the 
5th section of the act above named, it is your duty to make, and return 
to the General Land Office with the field notes. You are to use every 
exertion to accomplish this work so soon as circumstances will permit, 
and as there is a company of Rangers on that part of the frontier, your 
operations will be protected by their proximity, and it may be consistent 
with their duties to accompany you in ease you should find it necessary 
to proceed far beyond the inhabited districts. 


| 
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Your compensation will be for this service, seven dollars twelve and 
a-half cents per mile. l 
Respectfully- your ob’t serv't, 
NATH'L. AMORY, 


n Acting Secry of State. 


— À——À— 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 1 
Houston, August 3, 1839. | 


To Wm. H. Hunt, Esq., Surveyor :— 


SIR— J am apprised by the Hon. David G. Burnet, just returned 
from Nacogdoches County, that while there, he made arrangements with 
the County Surveyors to have ten of the fifty leagues of land appro- 
priated for purposes of Education surveyed in that county, as he ascer- 
tained a very advantageous selection could. be made of that quantity. 

You will, therefore, instead of fifty leagues mentioned in your instruc- 
tions of the 26th ultimo, survey only forty leagues, but in all other 
respects to be guided by said instructions, as if the number forty had 
been originally inserted. 

Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
NATH’L. AMORY, 
Acting Sec'ry of State. 


MÀ 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, — ) 
! Houston, May 29, 1839. | 


- 
* 


To the County Surveyor or his Deputy of the County of 


SIr,— I am instructed by the President to request you will proceed 
as early as may be practicable to locate and survey three leagues of land 
in pursuance of the act entitled “an act appropriating certain lands for 
the establishment of a general system of Education," approved January | 
26, 1839. 

This liberal appropriation is of the deepest interest to the couniry, 
and will if wisely managed exert an important influence on the future 
happiness and well being of our Republic. 

The President is solieitous that you shall employ all diligence and 
your best judgment in making the selections and surveys, and that they 
be returned as early as possible to the General Land Office. Your 
prompt attention to this duty. is therefore requested, and should there 
not be a sufficient quantitv of good. land. that is vacant in your county 
to make up the three leagues, you will report the fact, stating the amount 
in acres of the deficiency to the Chief Justice of the County, who will 
cause such deficieney to be supplied by surveys had elsewhere. 

Your ob’t servant, 
- DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Sec'ry of State. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT. l 
Austin, Nov. 3, 1839. ( 


To His Excellency Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic: 


SIR :—I have the honor to submit the following annual report, and the 
accompanying documents, containing the reports of the several Bureaus 
connected with this Department: 

The first subject to which I invite your attention, is that of the 
receipts and expenditures. 

The disbursements of the year ending 30th September, 1839, includ- 
ing the sum of eight thousand dollars expended in the removal of the 
Shawnee Indians, which does not appear in the Treasurer's report, and 
four hundred and fifty-two thousand nine hundred and ninety-six dol- 
lars, paid in the redemption of old treasury notes, with interest are as 
follows, viz:— 


For the current expenses of the year, ; 925,094 10 

2 redemption of liabilities incurred 
in former years, s ; . : à ; 1,040,075 48 
Making the total amount, , . ~.. $1,965,169 58 


Of this sum, one million nine hundred and two thousand six hundred 
and ninety dollars and thirty-six cents was in the promissory notes of 
the Government, and sixty-two thousand four hundred and seventy-nine 
dollars and twenty-two cents in funds received from Messrs. A. T. Burn- 
ley and James Hamilton, Commissioners appointed to negotiate a loan 
of five millions of dollars. 

For a statement of the several appropriations under which these pay- 
ments have been made, see the 'Treasurer's report, (Document A.) 

The revenue collected and paid into the treasury during the same 
period, amounts to the following, viz:— 


From Customs,  . : i , : . 122,169 35 
» Land dues and taxes, i : 55,573 43 


? Sales of Galveston Island, and other sources, 3 10,048 25 
$187,791 03 


To this add amount paid into treasury on account of 


land ques and direct taxes so collected in 1836, ; 114,875 87 


The total see at the treasury during the ear ending 
90th Sept., 1839, are E : $302,166 90 
To this should be added the following, vi viz :— 
Amount in the hands of Collectors of lena 
as per returns up to 30th June, 1839, in- 
cluding balance due from 1838, S 121,127 32 


"Reprint of original pamphlet. 
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Amount in the hands of receivers of land 

dues, and due on assessments of direct taxes, 

as-per their returns, ; z : 134,414 56 
Probable amount received by collectors of cus- 

toms for quarter ending Sept 30th, 1839, ^ 40,000 00 
Do. in the hands of receivers of land. dues and 

collectors of direct taxes in counties from 

which no returns have been received,  . 40,000 00 


335,541 88 


$637,708 78 
Ámount paid into the treasury, as per d 
of September 30th, 1838, ; 138,345 40 


The total revenue collected from the organi- 
zation of the Government i to dd 30th, 
1839, is : $176,954 18 


This amount includes a sum of about tory thousand dollars in bonds 
for duties, taken by collectors of customs in 1837 and 1838, the chief 
part of which are now in suit; also the balance due on assessments of 
direct taxes for the same years. The former of these sums may not be 
fully realized ; but the latter, owing to the great number of delinquents 
who failed to "present inventories of their property to the assessors; and 
from whom, therefore, double tax is due, will probably be exceeded by a 
considerable sum. Secondly— 


OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The present is of the Government of which there is any evi- 
dence in this oe may be comprised under the following heads, 
Viz: —- 

FIRST PROMISSORY NOTES. | | 


i 


The amount deposited with the Treasurer up to January | 


ist, 1839, is : : : . 1,165,139 00 

From J anuary 1st, to Sept. 30th, 1839, . : . 1,569,010 00 
Total amount issued, ; $2,734,149 00 | 
Amount re-issued by the Treasurer, after having been 

received in revenue, : , ; ; . . 59,244 59 
Total amount issued, , . $2,793,398 59 
From which is to be deducted the amount in 

treasury expended, ; . 68,488 75 


Amount redeemed in collection of the : revenue, 
and paid into the treasury to 30th Septem- 


ber, 1838, as per treasurer’s report, . 138,845 40 
Do. redeemed in the same manner, up to 30th 

Sebt., 1839, . : » . 160,982 44 
Do. of "old bills redeemed, j : . 411,814 55 


719,081 14 
Leaving, apparently, in circulation . . ; . $2,013.762 45 
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From this, however, must be made the fol- 
lowing deductions :— 


1. The amount in the hands of collectors of 
eustoms, and due on bonds for duties to 


30th June, 1839, : : . 121,127 32 
2. The probable amount collected for 
ending 30th September, : . 40,000 00 
Amt. carried over, : , . $161,197 32 
Amount in circulation brought over, : E . $2,018,762 45 
Amt to be deducted bro't over, 1 . $ 161,127 32 


3. The amount in hands of receivers of land 
dues and collectors of revenue from li- 
censes, as per returns, (61,014 38) esti- 


mated to be in promissory notes, . . 30,507 19 

191,634 51 

Showing the probable amount in circulation 
on 30th Sept., 739, ; : . ; : . $1,822,127 94. 

SECOND AUDITED DRAFTS. | 

Drafts executed by ist Auditor, ] : , . 2,264,904 22 
vw 2? 2nd Auditor, ' y : . 1,211,719 75 
Total, : a . $3,476,616 97 


Of "this amount, $129, 881 40 v Was under the 
decision of the Auditorial Court, constituted - 
by an act of the last Congress. 

For a list of claims thus audited see (Document G.) 
Of this species of debt, there was paid by 

the treasurer, ee to 30th Sept., 


1838, . . 766,805 45 : 
Do. during the year ending 30th Sept, 
1839, : 1,486,814 48 
Invested in the 10 per cent. stock fund to 
same date, P . . 724071 21 
Paid into treasury in collection of direct 
taxes, land dues, &.  . : . 141,184 46 
In the hands of collectors of direct taxes 
and balances due on assessments, . 73400 00 


Probable amount received in payment of 

taxes in 12 counties, from which no re- 

turns have been received, 20,000 00 
Amount in hands of receivers of land dues 

and collectors of revenue, from licenses, 

as per returns, (61,014 39) estimated 

to be one half in audited drafts, : 30,507 19 


$3,242,282 79 
Balance unredeemed, à . . : . $ 234,334 18 
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THIRD FUNDED DEBT. 


Audited drafts funded to 30th Sept., 1839, 724,071 21 
Land Scrip, . ; posu . 65,460 00 
Stock certificates issued by act of Con- 
gress, to Sawl Swartwout, and others 13,948 32 
— — ——— $803,479 53 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balance promissory notes unredeemed, ; . 1,822,127 94 
* Audited drafts. e Ñ : . i 234,334 18 
Funded debt, : ; dd i : 1 í 803,479 53 
Total, l ' 20 . $2,860,041 65 


From the foregoing statement it will be seen, that the amount of 
audited drafts, unredeemed, is very inconsiderable; and since the dates 
at which the estimates were made, the sum paid into the treasury, from 
the proceeds of the first sale of lots in the city of Austin, reduces that 
amount to less than two hundred thousand dollars. The further sales 
of these lots, with.the future payments to be made on account of the 
first sale, will doubtless create a demand for this species of government 
liabilities sufficient to redeem that now remaining unpaid; and, also, 
the entire amount which may be hereafter issued in liquidation of the 
present unaudited or unacknowledged debt of the nation. 

In the foregoing statement of national liabilities, the land scrip sold 
by agents of the Government is not included; as it cannot strictly be 
regarded as a portion of the publie debt. The whole amount disposed 
of, according to the returns of those agents, is one million two hun- 
dred and forty-five thousand two hundred acres—a portion of which 
has already been redeemed by locations on the publie domain, and be- 
comes a source of revenue to the Government. The holders of land 
scrip have, as yet, but to a very limited extent, availed themselves of 
the benefit of the law authorizing its exchange for certificates of the 
ten per cent. stock fund, at the rate of fifty cents per acre; there not 
having been disposed of in this manner the amount of ten thousand 
acres, during the present year; and as the lands of Texas are daily en- 
haneing in value, and the continual expansion of the frontier affords . 
ample opportunity for the selections of good lands, it is presumed that 
but few, if any, of the present holders will dispose of their claims 
otherwise than as originally intended. 

The amount of debt created by the purchase of the vessels constitut- 
ing the Texian navy, is not definitely known to this Department; but 
it is understood, that agents have been appointed to audit the accounts 
for the purchase and outfit of the Zavalla, from whom 4 report is 
shortly expected; and as the time has arrived when the terms upon 
whieh the vessels subsequently contracted for must be communicated 
io this Department, it is presumed that the total expenditure fór the 
purchase and outfit of the vessels will be known in season to be laid 
before your Excellency prior to the adjournment of Congress. 

The amount of funds received through the Commissioners appointed 
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to negotiate a loan of five millions of dollars, and an account of the dis- 

osition made of the same, with all the information in this department 
relating to the acts of said commissioners, and their prospects of finally 
effecting the desired negotiation, will be communicated to your Excel- 
lency, and the honorable Congress, during the early deliberations of 
. that body, at its ensuing session. 

The condition of the several Agencies at New Orleans and Mobile, 
remains the same as at the date of the last annual report from this 
Department. Balances to a considerable amount are yet due from them 
to the Government, and from the many unavailing efforts hitherto 
made to effect a settlement with them on equitable terms, it is believed 
that nothing short of coercive measures, will be productive of any 
beneficial results. I would, however, respectfully recommend the ap- 
pointment of a special Agent to be clothed with discretionary powers 
to a considerable extent, whose duty it should be to visit those Agents 
under proper instructions, for the purpose of effecting, if possible, 
even at a sacrifice, an amicable adjustment of their accounts, and in 
case of failure to effect a settlement by these means, that such legal 
proceedings be instituted as shall be necessary for the recovery of these 
balances, which have so long been withheld from the Government. 

The next subject, and one of paramount importanee, to which I 
would invite special attention, is the present system of collecting the 
Revenue. 

An examination of the preceding statement, and a reference to the 
accompanying tabular, exhibits (Doc. F,) will show that large sums 
are retained in the hands of Receivers of Public monies, much longer 
than contemplated by the laws defining their duties. And, notwith- 


standing the repeated, and urgent efforts of this Department to effect . 


promptness in this particular, these delinquencies are daily increasing. 
In à Government like ours, which requires the constant aid of its entire 
available resources, such delinquencies are productive of the most in- 
jurious consequences, and to prevent their occurence, I would recom- 
mend such legislative enactments as will require, under a heavy pen- 
alty prompt returns at stated periods from all Collectors of Revenue. 
And in the opinion of this Department, that end can only be effectually 
secured by a law authorizing such summary proceedings against delin- 
quent officers and their sureties, as will enable the Republie to secure 
and recover the sums due from those who fail to account for the pub- 
lie monies they have received. 

As a further objection to the present revenue system, I would state, 
that there are radical defects in the method prescribed by existing 
laws for the assessment and collection of direct taxes.— These defects 
cannot fail to be observed, when the small sums paid into the Treasury 
are compared with the great value of the property subject to taxation. 
One of the, principal defects consists in this; that the inventories of 
real as well as personal estate, upon which assessments are made, are 
procured from the owners of the property themselves, who, unless their 
property is known to the Sheriff, may successfully evade the payment 
of taxes, by failing to make returns. Thus by an omission on the 
part of an individual, to which no certain penalty is annexed, the Gov- 
ernment is deprived of a portion of its revenue, and those whose prop- 
erty, by being in a different situation is known to the Collector, or 
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who from proper motives, comply voluntarily with the requirements of 
the law, are compelled to bear an unequal portion of the publie burdens. 

As a remedy for this evil, I would suggest the policy of assessing 
taxes on land, (the chief source of this species of revenue,) from in- 
ventories to be obtained from the records of the County and General 
Land Offices; and in case the taxes are not promptly paid, that the 
land so assessed be sold, after public notice being given, without regard 
to owners, subject to be redeemed in a given period on paying double 
the amount of purchase money. 

The present embarrassed state of the national finances, also justify 
me in recommending further, that this species of revenue be increased 
by fixing the minimum valuation of land at one dollar per acre, instead 
of fifty cents as prescribed by the laws now in force, and that the tax 
be raised from one-half to three-fourths per cent. on the valuation. 

Although this policy may, at first view, be considered as drawing 
too deeply upon individual means, yet it is believed that a full exam- 
ination of the subject, will result in a conviction of its expediency. It 
cannot be doubted that every citizen of the Republic would voluntarily 
make greater sacrifices to derive from a private transaction an advan- 
tage equal to that which would result to him from the operation of a 
system that would restore effectually the national credit, and elevate 
our depressed currency. And it is to be anticipated, that all will cheer- 
fully co-operate in the support of a measure calculated in the highest 
degree to promote the public welfare. 

From considering the method of collecting direct taxes, I pass to an 
examination of the laws regulating the collection of impost duties, and 
would respectfully invite the attention of your Excellency, and the 
Honorable Congress to that feature in them, permitting importers to 
receive credit at the Custom House. 

In countries long settled, and where property and persons are of a 
less transient character, than at present in this, the propriety of ex- 
tending credit to importers cannot be questioned. But none of the 
arguments in its favor apply with any degree of force here. In fact, 
instead of affording relief, or being of service to the permanent and 
well established merchant, whom it is the policy of the country to 
sustain, its operation is detrimental to his interests. For transient 
adventurers under this system have it in their power to introduce goods 
in this manner, and by sacrificing the securities on their bonds, which 
their transient character enables them to do with impunity—they can 
sell at a reduced price, and thus come in unequal competition with the 
permanent merchant who cannot, if he desires, evade the final opera- 
tion of the law. By requiring the payment of duties in cash, all would 
be placed upon an equal basis, and a great portion of the revenue now 
lost in consequence of the non-payment of duty bonds, would be real- 
ized to the country. The experience of past years seems unequivocally 
to show that a repeal of the bonding system, would have a most salu- 
tary effect. The bonds received for duties during the four quarters 
ending June 30, 1838, at the port of Galveston, amounted to $143,- 
813 46, of this sum thirty one thousand twenty dollars and twenty- 
one cents yet remain uncollected, notwithstanding the long period 
which has elasped since they became due, and the active measures 
taken for their collection. The proportion of uncollected bonds is, 


* 
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perhaps, nearly equal at all the Custom Houses in the Republic. Al- 
though as before stated, suit has been instituted on the chief part of 
these bonds, yet, the delay and uncertainty attending coercive collec- 
tions, render it doubtful what amount will finally reach the Treasury, 
and at what period it will be realized; nor should it be overlooked, 
that in the event of non-collection, the Republic is subjected to the 
expenses of suit. 

The laws of the United States, as adopted by the act of May 18, 
1838, defining the liabilities of importers, and the powers and duties 
of the officers employed in the collection of the revenue from impost 
duties, are in many of their provisions inapplicable to the condition 
of this country, and conflict with previous enactments to such a de- 
gree, as to demand further legislative action. The peculiar commercial 
situation of our Republic, having but few vessels engaged in foreign 
business—the want of a sufficient number of domestic vessels to carry 
on the coasting trade, and the different organization of our revenue 
districts from that of the United: States, all render it necessary, in the 
opinion of this Department, that there should be an entire revision of 
the several acts upon this subject, the existing law being blended with 
that establishing the rate of duties, some confusion has thereby been 
created, and a difficulty has arisen in its interpretation. I would, there- 
fore suggest that if there be any further legislation on these subj ects 
the acts relative to them should be kept distinct. 

The more effectually to guard against smuggling, and to force im- 
portations into the legitimate channels, I would also recommend the 
policy of employing at least two Revenue Cutters in the service of the 
Customs. The additional revenue resulting from their employment 
would more than defray the expense of maintaining them. 

The inhabitants of the Counties bordering on Red River have 
hitherto been exempt from the payment of duties, as revenue laws 
could not be enforced there while the boundary line between Texas and the 
United States was undetermined. But as the Commissioners appointed 
for that purpose will probably have defined the line before the ad- 
journment of Congress, the establishment of a Custom House in that 
district is recommended, and would add considerably to the revenues 
of the Republic. 

A modification of the present tariff law is absolutely indispensable, 
on account of the vagueness of many of its provisions; it being im- 
possible to determine in regard to many articles what rate of duty it 
was contemplated should be paid on them. In addition to the amend- 
ments required to remedy this defect, for the reasons advanced in the 
previous remarks upon the subject of direct taxation, and under exist- 
ing emergencies, I would recommend a moderate increase in the present 
rate of duties. A small per centage also, might be levied on many 
articles now ‘exempt on account of their “general consumption. The 
increased price. to the consumer would scarcely be felt, while the re- 
sult to the nation would be of the highest importance. 

In’ connexion with this subject, I would also suggest the expediency 
of prescribing fixed salaries for Collectors and the subordinate officers 
of the customs. Under the present law which has been construed to 
limit the salary of Collectors to commissions and fees alone, the com- 
pensation at the minor ports is quite inadequate to the duties required. 


ctae AAA BE 


ra dm eu B A ae a Te 


44 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


A general law would seem necessary, prescribing a minimum and masi- 
mum salary for the Collectors including the fees, (which are now con- 
sidered perquisites of office,) and defining the salaries to be allowed 
Clerks and subordinate officers, with a discretionary power in the See- 
retary of the Treasury to limit the number employed. 

It is estimated that the receipts at the Treasury during the ensuing 
year, under the proposed system of collecting the revenue, will be as 
follows, viz: 


From Customs, - - - - 400,000 00 
? Taxes and Lands dues, - 500,000 00 
2 Sales of Lots in the Cities 
of Austin and Calhoun, - - 400,000 00 
Total, $1,300,000 00 


The estimates of expenditures for the same period will be submitted 
to Congress, together with a statement of the probable disbursements 
for the present quarter, at an early date, they being necessarily de- 
ferred from the want of data to be derived from the several Depart- 
ments. 

In conclusion, the undersigned has to remark that several other sub- 
jects, among which, is the re-organization of the different Bureaus of 
this Department, would have been considered in this Report, but for 
the short period which has elapsed since he entered upon the duties of 
the station he has the honor to fill, and the recent accumulation of 
official labors resulting from the suspension of business during the re- 
moval of the Archives from the City of Houston to this place. 

He therefore, submits the foregoing exhibit, trusting’ that the citi- 
zens of Texas wil willingly make such individual sacrifices and con- 
iributions as will restore and sustain the credit of the nation. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
JAS, H. STARR, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


DOCUMENT. A? 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


TREASURERS OFFICE. 
City of Austin Octr. 20th. 1839 


How. James H STARR, 


Sir In compliance with your requisition of the 10th. inst. I have 
the honor to submit the enclosed report, which I hope will meet your 
approbation. 


?No printed copies of the documents accompanying the annual report of the 
secretary of the treasury have been found. The manuseript treasurer's report 
is in Financial Papers. 
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A statement of the funds of which you make mention, and the man- 


. mer in which they have been disposed of is herewith enclosed 


Should, any explanation be required it will be given with pleasure, 


I have the Honor to -be, 


Most Respectfully, 


Yr obt Servt. 


A. BRIGHAM “Treasurer 


TREASURERS REPORT, 1839. 


To 


: The Hon James H. Starr, Secy Tsy. 


—————————————À—— M — —— M M M ÀÁÀ———— M M —— M 


1838 
Septem | 30|| To Balance of Cash a/c Report 
^" Amt Recd. fm Tsy Department 
? Amt Reissued from Revenue 
Received 


Cr. 
By Amount Disbursed as pr 
1839 Account Annxed 
Septem | 30|| By Balance on hand 


- 


Old Issue 
To Amt of Cash received from 
the Treasury Department 


Cr. 

By Amt of old Issue redeemed 
from 30th. Sep 1838 to 30th. 
Septem 1839 inclusive 

By 10% interest on same 

By Cash on Hand 30th. Sep /39 


Revenue 
Received from Hon H Smith, late 
Secretary of Treasury in 
Prommisory Notes of Govt 
from same in audited Paper 
of the Government 


” from the Treasury Department 
since the 30th. Septem 1838 
m ep Oram OLY, Notes of the 

ov 


* from Treasury Dept in the same 


amo in audited Paper of the 
vt. 


Reed. from Doswell & Adams on account 


Sales Galveston Island 


” from Qr Master Genls Dept. 


Agent 


x from the Customs since the 30th. 


September 1838 to the 30th. 
September 1839. 


Recd. from Hon A C Horton 
from War Department 


from James Morgan, late Navy 


53,524|52 
1,493, 885/22 


59 , 244/59 
$1 , 606, 654/33 


1,504, 173/58 
102 ,480)75 
— | 151 606, 654133 


$479,004/00 ||$ 479,004/00 


$411,814/55 
41,181/45 
` 26,008/00 ||$ 479,004/00 


13,920/75 
100,455]12 |1|$ 114,375|87 


14,844/09 


40,729/34 |$  55,573|43 


5,287/50 
70100 


50/75 


122, 169/35 $2.97 , 526/90 


3,500/00 
1,140/00 4,640/00 
$302 166/90 
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Note The first item in this report of 
— Cash on hand Exceeds the amt re- 
ported in September 1838 by 


- 


'This report is correct, . 
J. CLARK 
A.B.K. 

By act of congress passed on the 23 January 1839, for the releife 

of James H. Starr and John S Roberts Esqrs. a certificate or 

claim against the Government has been deposited in this office 

as prommisory notes, for Three Thousand Three hundred twenty 

six Dollars and seventy nine cents which is included in the amount 

of audited Paper herein reported, 


Statement of the amount Disbursed on the several appropriations from the 30th. of 
September 1838 To the 30th. Septem 1839. 


What Appropriation Amount Total 
Civil Appropriation, 380,553/23 
Military Appropriation, for Services  * 239,404/31 
Navy, Appropriation, for Services 40,624129. 
Navy appropriation. for 1839. 86,095157 
Post Office, Dept. Appropriation 34,714/56 
State Department, Appropriation 1,269/25 
Indian, Appropriation 11,887175 
Million, Appropriation f i 277,817/66 
Corps of Cav , Appropriation 15,027/02 
War Department. ` 2,042123 
Protection of the frontier, App.” 890,063/|38 
Public Buildings, Appropriation 73,000/|00 
Removal of the Archives, App." 6, 00 
Locating of Seat of Govt. App." 3,160/00 
Presidents House, Appn." 3,746/65 
Lease of Capitol Appn." 3,750100 
Surveying Harbors, App." : 700100 
Capture of Brigs Pocket & Durango 12,455/00 
Boundary Line U. S. & Texas 3,000/00 
Translation of laws ADR 1,000/00 
: Contingent Expenses of Congress 5,017/08 
- Gonzales Rangers App." 1,751|29 
Capt Worthams Co. of Rangers 2,664/97 
Interest by Govt Ad interim 609/88 
Location of Land Scrip, Appn” 970/07 
Special Liabilities of Govt. Ex order i 2,12062 
Prize Crew of Brutus & Invincible . 155/66 
Interest on funded Debt. 78, 233/00 
Mary Millsaps, Pension. 200/00 
P. S. Wyatt. Spl Act Congress 600/00 
H Sanderson . Do 10, 455/87 
W. H. Wharton Do 5 ,000/00 
Louis P Cooke Do 3,290182 
Heirs of Wm. Ward Do 5,600/00 
Holland Coffee Do 661,00 
John Garrett Do 1,963150 
A J Yates Do 1,759/00 
James R Cooke Do 514/41 
"  ||A. P. Walden Do 100/00 
L M Hitchcock Do 12;064/66 
Heirs of David i 
Thomas Do 456/33 
Hiram Wood Do 3,257|00 
Doome Do 3, 605/55 
McKinney & 
Williams Do : 2,472|44 
R Collins Spl Act Congress 2,926/00 
Erastus Smith's family Do . 250/00 
Auditorial Board of Examination 56, 848/53 
Contingent fund by order of Ex. 5 515/00 


$1,504,173/|58 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE———— 
TREASURER REPORT OF SEPTEM 1839. 


Drafts Paid by the Treasurer that 
are not Audited, Viz, 


On Special Liabilities of Govt $2,120/62 
” State Department 69125 
" Erastus Smiths family 250/00. 
” Presidents House . 3,410|15 
” Prize Crew Brutus & Invincible ' 155/66 
" War Department ~ 2,042123 
” Holland Coffee, Act Congress 1/00 
>” Comm to Locate seat of Govt 3,160100 
" Contingent fund by Ex order 5,515/00 
> L M Hitchcock, int on dfr 275119 $ 17,859]10 

List of Balances due on the different 

appropriations on 30th. September 1839. 

On Million Appr 1,000,000100 $ 722,182/34 
” Civil List i 00 184,924]32 
^? Navy for 1839. 250,000/00 163,904 
* Navy for Services . 200, 0001/00 97,675|97 
” Commr. of Public Buildings 100,000|00 
? Protection of frontier 100,000/00 10,936/62 
" Post office Department 40,000/00 5,285|44 
” Removal of archives 20,000/00 4,000 
” Surveying Harbors 20,000/00 19,300j00 
” Contingent fund . | 10,000/00 4,485,00 
” Corps of Cavalry 50,000/00 34,972|98 
” Lease of Capitol 5,000|00 1,250/00 


CITY OF AUSTIN, 
Septem 30th. 1839. 
J.C. PARKS, ` 
B. K. T. O. 


DOCUMENT. b? 


First AUDITORS REPORT. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
First Auditors Office 
October 25th 1889. 
To tHe Hon. James H. STARR 
Secretary of the T'reasury 


Sig. In compliance with your order of the 8th. inst. 1 have the 
honor to report that from circumstances beyond my controul it is im- 
practicable for me to render as full and accurate a statement relative 
to the situation of this branch of your Department as 1 should be 
pleased to do. This is owing in part, to the shortness of the time I 
have had the honor of discharging the duties of my station, and (I 
am sorry to say), the want of a regular set of books having been kept 
containing the full debits and credits of the disbursing Officers of the 
Army, since its first organization— Since my appointment as First 
Auditor, I have opened a set of books, but from the press of other 
business, have been unable to complete the same hoping from the ex- 


"Printed from the manuseript in Financial Papers. 
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cuses rendered, and your own knowledge of the confused state of the 


office, that it will be satisfactory. I beg leave to report as far as at 


present lies in my power, the amount of claims which have passed the 
First Auditor from the 1st. of January 1836 to the 30th. Sept. ult. 
each year inclusive, and at the same time setting forth the amount of 
claims Audited duting the current year, in liquidation of liabilities 
incurred in former years. So soon as practicable the returns of the 
various disbursing Officers of the Army, and their accompanying vouch- 
ers wil be Audited and reported to you accordingly. The reports of 
the Quarter Master General, Commissary General, Pay Master Gen- 
eral and Ordnance Department, are now on file in my Office. The re- 
port of Lieut. Col. Wm. S. Fisher, for disbursements of five thousand 
and fifty two dollars for recruiting purposes, has not yet been made, 
but he has given ample showing why it has not been made heretofore. 
All of which I have not the least doubt will prove correct, and that 
the amounts drawn by them, have been properly expended and in ac- 
cordance with the army regulations. By reference to the accompany- 

ing documents, you will ascertain the total amount of Drafts, Civil, 
Military, and Naval, drawn on the Treasurer up to the 30th Sept. ult. 
ihe amount of liabilities of previous years liquidated, and the amount 
issued from the 17th. Decr. 1836 to the 21st. June 1887 when there 
was no Comptroller. Also the amount drawn from the various appro- 
priations during the present year per order of the. Hon. Secretary of 
War in favor of the various disbursing Officers. At a great expense 
of time, the books of this office have been compared with those of the 
Corhptroller. Since the 1st. of October 1838, and some errors cor- 
rected, the books agree from that date to the “30th Sept. 1839. And 
so soon as the necessary record books can be obtained, 1 shall immedi- 
ately proceed to open them from the vouchers, commencing from the 
time the office was created, and by frequently comparing with the 
Comptroller, hope to be relieved from the confusion which at present 
exists. I would also remark that having compared the books of the 
First Auditor with a certificate of the Comptroller it appears that the 
‘amount of 39618 ??/,,, Dollars of a deficit exists in his books, or many 
errors in the ealeulation on the register in this office 

Very respectfully 
Your Mo. Obt. Servt. 
CHARLES MASON, 
First Auditor. 


STATEMENT SHEWING THE AMOUNT OF DRAFTS DRAWN ON THE TREASURER 
BY THE 1ST. AUDITOR FROM THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY 1836 TO TH 
30TH OF SEPTEMBER 1839 INCLUSIVE. 


Amount from the Ist. J anuary 1836 to the 31st. Decr. 1836 502,179/23 
- zt 18 837 718,258/98 
d Hi 1838 > , 30th Sept. 1838 340 , 485/62 


id eu October 
.For hquidation of liabilities M in former years ) 370,911.42 


-Amountissued from the 1st. day of January1839 to the30th day 
«of September 1839 by order of the Honorable Secretary of 


"War. 
'The following amounts. 
From the one million appropriation 5 272,016.58 
One hundred thousand 53,553 07 
" > Fifty thousand ” d 3,714.50 


REPORTS AND RELIEF Laws 49 


» > Five si Gonzales Co. 1,449 79 
” ? Five 2: Houston Co. 2,335.03 333,068.97 


703.980|39 
2,264, 904, |22 
Of the above amount as appears from the records of the Ist. 
Auditors office, there was drawn on the Treasurer from the 
17th December 1836 at which time the Comptroller’s office 
was abolished, until it’s reistablishment the 21st. June 1837. 346, 926/74 


Which being deducted leaves the amount Controlled Dollars. 1,917 ,977)48. 


And is respectfully submitted by 
` Your Obt. Servt. 


(signed) CHARLES MASON First Auditor 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
First Auditors Office 
, October 28th 1839. - 
To THE HoNL. JAMES H. STARR 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Sir. I am informed by the Comptroller, that from a further exam- 
ination of his books he -only finds the deficit between his books and 
those of my office to be thirteen thousand five hundred and nineteen 
14/,5) Dollars, thereby making a difference of twenty six thousand and 
ninety nine !?/,,, Dollars between my former report and the present. 

Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servant 
(signed) CHARLES MASON 
First Auditor 


_ 


DOCUMENT. C.* 


SECOND AUDITORS REPORT. 


SECOND AUDITORS OFFICE 
Austin 24th Oct 1839 
Hon Jas H STARR . 
Secy of the Treasury 


SIR In compliance with your Letter of the 8” Inst I have the honor 
to submit herewith papers marked from A. to C. Document A is a 
statement of the public accounts as settled in this Office from the Or- 
ganization of the same up to the 30th Sept 1839 

In rendering this statement I have endeavoured to exhibit as fully 
as possible the whole Amt of drafts drawn on the Treasurer for Cwil 
Naval & Contingent expenses of the Govt. Specifying the amount drawn 
during the year ending 30 Sept 1839. of each class, and the part 
thereof in liquidation of liabilities incurred in former years, as cor- 
rectly as can be ascertained from the irregular and confused manner 
in which the Books in this office have been kept heretofore. In the 


“Printed from original manuscript in Financial Papers. 
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Naval accounts it is impossible to know exactly what proportion of the 
expenses have been for actual service for supplies or for contingent ex- 
penses but I think the statement is nearly correct and I hope suffi- 
ciently so to answer the purpose for which it is intended. 

Since the day of the date to which the statement is made up, the 
Naval Agent (W. F. Brannum) has settled his account for the quarter 
ending 30 Sept 1839 and has produced vouchers for the sum of $29,- 
777.45 part of $54,942.59 reported as remaining in the hands of dif- 
ferent disbursing Naval Officers. 

In the amount of Civil Contingent expenses is included $2943.82 
and in the Naval Contingent expenses $6212.63 drawn by order of the 
Auditoral Court. 

Document B is a statement of the several Custom Houses in the Re- 
publie up to the latest dates of the returns of the Collectors Shewing 
in Tabular form the amount of importations and the Net amount of 
each quarter. The Net revenue of each District and the total Net Rev- 
enue Also the amount of exports from each District during the same 
time and the total amount of Exports. 

Document C is an estimate of the probable amount that will be re- 
quired for the Different’ Departments therein mentioned for the quar- 
ter ending 31st December 1839. Amounting to $169,372 without in- 
cluding anything for foreign Ministers agents or Secretar[i]es of Lega- 
tion. As the estimate is made for the whole quarter ending 31st De- 
cember next I have included what has been drawn in this quarter up 
to this day 

Very respectfully 
Your Obt Servi 
(signed) MUSGROVE EVANS 
2cond Auditor. 


STATEMENT OF THE TONNAGE OF VESSELS. 


ENTERED IN THE DIFFERENT CUSTOM HOUSES IN THE REPUBLIC AS 
REPORTED BY THE COLLECTORS. 


Quarters Foreign Home Tonnage each 
Ending Tonnage Tonnage Quarter Total. 
Galveston 

1837 Sept. 30th. $ 2.984.43 82.91 3.067 34 

do. Decr. 31st. : 2.888 .63 87.17 2.975.80 

1838 March 31st. 3.367.72 44.56 3.412.23 

do June 30th. 2.450.49 M d 2.450.49 

do Septr. 30th. 5 203.67 439.58 5.643.25 

do Decr. 31st. 9.565.91 409.94 9.975.85 

1839 June 30th. 12.183.00 12.183.00 39.708.01 
Velasco 

1837 Sept. 30th. 2.011.61 2 011 61 

do Decr. 31st. 1.147 27 1.147.271 

1838 March 31st. 1.165.47 1.165.47 

do June 30th. 660.75 660.75 

do Sept. 30th. 508.56 508.56 

do Decr. 31st. 810.30 810 30 6.303.96 
Matagorda. 

1837 Sept. 30th. 1.077.06 1.077 06 

o Dec. 31st. 1.118.52 1.118.52 
1838 March 31st. 1.643.04 1.643.04 
do June 30th. 559 75 559.75 


STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS THAT HAVE BEEN SET TLED AND 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAws 


Sept. 30th. 691.24 - 
Dec. 31st. 981.53 
March 31st. 1.083.44 
June 30th. 1.037 A1 
Lavaca 
March 31st. 87.00 ' 
June * 30th. 197.05 
Aransaso. 
Sept. 30th. 286.90 . 
June 30th 425.66 
Sabine . 
Dec. 31st - 46 47 


8.191.99 


284.05 


712.56 


46.47 
$55,247.04 


DRAFTS DRAWN ON THE TREASURER BY THE 2ND AUDITOR FROM 
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE OFFICE UP TO 30 SEPT. 1839 


Amount of Drafts in payment of Civil List 


> 


32 


> 


33 


33 


Note 


Expenses up to 30th. Sept. 1838. 


of Do. During the year ending 30 
Sept. 1839 in liquidation of liabili- 
ties incurred in former years 21 031/58 
of Do during the year ending 30 
Sept. 1839 in payment of liabilities 


incurred during said year 168 390/74 


Total Amt. drawn during the year 
ending 30 Sept. 1839 for Civil hist 


Total Amt. of Civil Expenses 


$189 , 422/32 


of Drafts Drawn for payment of 
Civil Contingent Expenses up to 
30th. Sept. 1838. 


of Do. during the year ending 30 
Sept. 1839 in liquidation of lia- 
bihties incurred in former 

years. 


154 864 36 


52,356/81 


Amt. of Do. during the year ending 
30th. Sept. 1839 in payment of 


claims of the same year. 148,471/25 


. Total. Amt. Drawn for civil con- 
tingent during year ending 30 Sept. 
1839 $200,828|06 


of Drafts drawn in favour of Agent 
for Errecting Public buildings at 
Austin - 

of Do.in favour of Agent for removal 
of govt. Archives. 


of Drafts in favour of Post Master 
Genl. being the amt. of all of the 
appropriations made by Congress for 
the Post Office Department. 


Total Amt. of Civil Contingent 
expenses 


. Total Amt. of Civil and Civil Con- 
tingent expenses 


In the civil contingent expenses fo1 the year ending 
30 Sept. 1839 is included $2,943.82 drawn by order 
of the Auditoral Court. 


Amount of Drafts Drawn in pay- 
ment of Naval Officers and Agents 
from the organization of this office 
up to the 30th. of Sept. 1838 


a 


71 000/00 


$248 , 573179 


189 422/32 


$437 , 996/11 


154, 864/36 


200, 828/06 


73 ,000/00 


16, 000/00 


$515, 692/42 


71,926101 


515, 692/42 


— 


437 ,996/11 


$953 688/53 
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Amount of Do. during the year ending 30 


bilities incured in former years 9,579164 
aa of Do during the year ending 30 
Sept. 1839 m payment of liabili- 
ties incured during said year. 10 431/37 
Total Amt. drawn in the year ending 30 
Sept 1839 20,011/01 
Total Amt. of pay of Officers 
and Agents 
Amount of Drafts for payment of Seamen & 
Marines from the organization of 
the office to 30 Sept. 1838 13,450/40 
ii of Do. drawn during the year end- 
ing 30th. Sept. 1839 in payment of 
Seamen and Marines for services 
during said year 2 995140 
Total Amt. of pay of Seamen & 
Marines 16,445|80 
Amount of Drafts drawn for payment of 
Naval Supplies from the orgainza- 
tion of this office up to 30 Sept. 
1838 7,538|73 
3? of Do. for payment of Supplies 
during the year ending 30 Sept. 
1839 41 ,047195 
Total Amt. of Naval Supplies 48,586/68 
Amount of Drafts drawn for payment of 
Naval Contingent expenses from 
the organization of this office to 
the 30th Sept. 1838 7 519/70 
i of Do. during the year ending 30 
Sept 1839 16 137/43 
Total Amt. of Naval Contingent 
Expenses 23,657113 


Note 


Sept. 1839 in liquidation of ha- 


— 


In the $16,137.43 of Naval contigent is included 


$6,212 63 drawn by order of the Auditorial Court 


Amount of Drafts drawn for payment of 


>, 


Purchase of Steamer Pulas 


of Do for compensation of capture 
of Brigs Pocket & Durango 


of Do. remaining in the hands of 
Different Naval disbursing offices 


Total Amt. of Naval Expenses 
Total Amt. of Drafts drawn by the 2nd. Auditor 


AUSTIN 24th. Octo. 1839 


20,011]01 ' 


$91,937/02 


16,445/80 


48,586/68 


23,657]3 


€ 


10,000/00 
12,455|00 


54,942/59 


$258 , 024/22 


258 024/22 
$1,211, 712/75 


MUSGROVE EVANS 


2nd Auditor 


Note of the $71,000 for the TORI Pice Department $40,000 has been drawn during the 


Amt 


year ending 30 Sept. 183 


RECAPITULATION 


of Civil List claims up to 30 Sep. 1838 

of Civil Contingent claims up to 30 Sept. 1838 

of Expenses of Genl. Post Office up to 30 Sept 1838 

of for payment of Naval Agents and Officers : 
I2 "d Seamen and Marines 

of ” id Naval Supplies 

of " 2 Naval contingent expenses 

of Draft for payment of Steamer Pulaski 


Total Amt. drawn up to 30 Sept. 1838 


* 


248 573179 
154 864/36 
31,000/00 
71 926/01 
13 450/40 
7 538173 

7 519/70 
10,000/00 


— 


$044,872|09 


544,872 99 
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Amt. of Drafts in payment of Civil list drawn year endin ‘ 
30 Sept. 1839 in liquidation of liabilities incurre 


former years - Al 21 031/58 P" 
+ 
" of Do Civil Contingent 52 356/81 t 
" of Do payment of Naval Officers & Agents 9 579|64 bo 
" of do for compensation of capture of Brigs P. & D. 12 455/00 E 
Total Amt. drawn in year ending 30 Sept. /39 incurred . ko 
former years . 95 423/03 95,423| 03 XE 
Amt. drawn for civil list during year ending 30 Sept. 1839 T Y 
incurred same year : - || 168.390/74 i 
re ” for Civil Contingent for same time 148 471/25 ay 
di > in favour of Agent for public buildings __ 773 ,000/00 4 
dis ” gan ” ^? removing Public Archives 16,000|00 . 
dl " for expenses of Genl. Post office same year 40,000/00 is 
" " payment of Naval Officers & Agents il 10,431/37 Sh 
" " " Seamen & Marines e 2 995/40 g 
MC pa " Naval Supplies i: 41 047|95 " 
ji le ” Naval Contingent " 16,137|43 i E 
id " and remaining in hands of Naval Agents 54 942/59 iM 
Total amt. drawn year ending 30 Sept. /39 expenses of same te 
year $571 416/73 571 416/73 E 
Total amt. drawn by 2 Auditor $1,211,712/75 j 
d 
* 
3 
» 203 
i 
3 


COMPTROLLERS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF- THE TREASURY5 


Showing the amount of Drafts drawn on the Treasury of the Republic, out of each appropriation from the 31st. of September A. D. 1838 to the 1st. of October 
A, D. 1839, also the aggregate amount prior to that time, 


Drafts drawn by the 1st. Auditor 


5Printed from original in Financial Papers. 


the printed report. Documents lettered D, E, and G have not been found. 


86.731.42 168.625.48  4.529.03  4.069.30109.762.74  8.601.07 3.406.79 260.431.29 


Amount previous to Octr. as reported by F. R. Lubbock Compt. 


Appropriations. 
i Protectn. 50.000 to | Protect Protect : 
Mo. No. Supplies | Services | of Hous- Special Bd. raise of Gonza- Military | of Fron-| Novr.16/38 | Amount 
ton Cty Examinr. Corpse les Cty 1.000.000 tier 100.000 
avalry " 
October 9731 to 9791| 1.107.92! 9.818.068 id "t di 2,568.43 i dá o» is 13.495 05 
November 9791 to 9945| 10.155.77, 13.397.36 5? T M 1.783.71 dd E s "T 25.336 84 
December 9945 to 10166| 21.039.23| 34.740.063 " e Él 3.285.43 m " " " 59.065 29 
January 10166 to 10486| 18.034.45| 44.814.32| 2.194.00| 3.980.30 " 536.75| 1.957.50 i 241.50 383.41 | 72.142 23 
February 10486 to 10604) 4.971.59| 15.056.05 i pe 35.017.92 64.00 id " a 4.465.00 55.109 56 
March 10604 to 10741| 18.626.20| 12.832.59 is a 19.908 .50 75.00 P 1.405.00 s 120 00 | 57.312 29 
April 10741 to 10827| 2.218.79| 11.176.79 s" d 8.722.77 " 881.00| 40.770.87 e: 45.026.60 | 63.890 22 
May 10827 to 10945| 6.609.12| 12.043,60| 2.335.03 89.00| 17.014.39 " 155.83| 53.132.062 pe 7.607.10 [136.406 19 
June 10945 to 11033| 1.113.36| 1.503.35 és ds 23,549.79 287.75 412.46| 26.831.98 dé " 61.305 79 
July 11033 to 11103| 1.400.05| 10.248.35 2P " 5.549,37 s$ i 39.322,53 di i 56.520.30 
August 11103 to 11145| 1.421.69| 2.469.706 M d dl x dá 56.687,63 d " 60,579 08 
September 11145 to 11160 33.25 524.00 H = " di ds 42.280.66 ” a 42.837 91 


241.50 57.602.11 $704.000.73 


1.119.270.71 


$1,823,271.44 


It is inserted here because the title and date indicate that it is one of the “accompanying documents” cited in 
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Mo. 


October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 


Civil 
List 


Civ. 
Contgt. 


Drafts drawn by the 2nd. Auditor: 


Appropriations 


Nav. 
Contg. 


Bd. 
Examn. 


Naval, 


Jany. 26th 
1839 


Amount 


A 
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1843 to 1993 
1993 to 2136 
2136 to 2379 
2379 to 2675 
2675 to 2778 
2778 to 2888 
2888 to 3006 
3006 to 3163 
3163 to 3277 
3277 to 3410 
3410 to 3552 
3552 to 3627 


Treasury Department 


Comptrollers Office 
Austin, Octr. 25, 1839. 


JAMES B. SHAW 


Acting Comptroller 


18.795.63 
7.907.77 
33.083 .99 
36.992.060 
4.940.36 
5.189.12 
18.304.84 
11.285.84 
:10.937.75 
18.150.25 
21.076.82 
5.969.72 
192,634.69 279.127.70 47.931.25 64.981.97 40.000.00 25.726.92 13,495.07 


10.337.89 
12.183.50 
16.364,55 
12.681.01 
30,285.34 
12.214.28 
18.225.29 
,24.047.81 
25.496.19 
11.607.09 
86.295.59 
19.389.16 


1.134.775 
1.729.69 
2.641.45 
1.448.42 
2.686.32 
1.505.52 
471.08 
5.913.26 
5.840.33 
20.365,23 
432.15 
3,763.13 


1.215.75 
2.907.07 
945.25 
11.899.09 
210.00 
'284.80 
1.910.45 
6.844..43 
702.17 
10.836.48 
25.548.12 
:1.618.36 


Presidts 
Special Indian House 
» 722.50 41.00 
100.00| 1 .466. 97 98.00 
47.27| 7.633.00 ” 
17.972.53| 2.751.00 " 
” 811.00 ” 
456. 33 110.00 ^" 
6.177.99 ^ 128.00 
972.80 ? " 


11.789.47 


33 


548.41 


Amount previous to Octr. 1838 as reported by F. R. Lubbock Compt. 


RECAPITULATION 
Amount of Drafts drawn by the 1st. Auditor 
Amount of Drafts drawn by the 2nd. Auditor 


1.823.271.44 
1.211.712.68 


$3.034.984.12 


Amount omitted by F. R. Lubbock late Compt. 
in his report of Oct. 1838 


$3 116.260.36 Whole Amount 


ds: ra e 


81.276 .24 


209 ades - 
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1.000.00 


6.180.00 


10.000.00 
10.729.65 
267.00 12.337.88 27.909.65 
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32.247 .52 
26.452 92 
85.716 11 
83.744 65 
50,722 49 
19.760 05 
39.460.07 
69.397 33 
44.949 24 
67.139 05 
143.352 68 


41.470 02 


704.412.1 
507.300.55 
$1.211.712.68 
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DOCUMENT F.’ 
REVENUE TABLES. 


Showing the amount received from each county, on account of Direct Taxes, Land Dues, and Licenses, to September 30th, 1839. 


Name of 
County 


Austin. 
Bastrop 
Bexar 


Brazoria 


Colorado 


Fayette 
Gonzales. 
Harrisburg 
Houston 


Jackson 
Jasper 
Jeff erson 


Liberty 


Matagorda 
dam 


Montgomery 
Nacogdoches 


Red-Ruver 
Refugio 
Robertson 
San- 
Augustine 
San-Patricio 
Shelb: by 


Victoria 
Washington 


Agg't 
Sinon. of 
Property 
assessed 


— — 


1,197,770|— 
9,986|— 
482’ 430|— 


3,761 ,455|— 


361,121|— 


1,862,288|— 
"206,186|— 


495,360|— 
287,618|— 
284,447|— 
654,519 — 


1,481,988|— 
"433 182|— 


2,110,996|— 


780, 488|— 
206 313|— 


1,656,541|— 


16,622, 694|— 


Statement shewing the amount of Direct Taxes assessed and collected for the Year 1837. a 
Am't Paid into Treas’y Dep’t. an vanu 
due 
Commissions f Republic Remarks 
Audited Prom'sy Total from each 
Paper Notes C'ty 
810/24 5894/61|| No Payment 
400 di 1725|14j| No payment 
*129/60 1587/68 1587/68 1505}30}| {Licenses *Assessors’ commis- 
————|— sions. 
1144]81|| 20,000|64 1744/82|| tLicenses. 
100/13 2,015/75 2015175 Overpaid $115.28 supposed 


for double tax 
a i Assessed in '38 for both years 
Assessed 1n '38 for both years 


SVXE |, LO OrragüdWi[ 'SSSHONO() HIMNO FHL JO SIVNHUDOf 


482112 6441/52 6441/52 2718/80 
58/14 1109|49 1109/49 Overpaid $4.70 supposed for 
' double tax 
123/84 1727,62 1727/62 625134|| No poll tax assessed. 
79175 1479/22 1479/22 36/12 
100/06 1951/63 1951/63 Overpaid $50.46 supposed for 
double tax. 
170172 3306/22 3306/22 Overpaid $62.55 supposed for 
double tax 
387119 6849/25 6849/25 507/50 
116/14 1283/77 1283/77 923|—|| County divided subsequent to 
assessment, and tax collected 
; by both h ShrfPs 
382/52 382/52 No A cra EE List in Treasy 
Dep't. 
625|84|| 10,802|14 10,802/14 1089|—|| Since paid $594 09 dad N's 
No returns à 
No returns 
Paid in Milam County 
212/42 4036/02 4036102 
: No returns 
85/32 1159/— 1159|— 462/24 
No returns 
500/68 8156|57 8156/57 1356/45 


meret ierra O A Dra. 


Poll Tax. Total Tax. 
216|— 6204185 
116|— 1815/93 
180|— 2592/18 

1800|— 

339|— 19,146/27 
13 750|— 

97|— 2002160 
331|— 9,642|44 
132/— 1162/93 
2476/80 

157|— 1595/09 
129|— 1551/23 
50j— 

142|— 3414159 
334|— 7743194 
157|— 2322/91 
312|— 10,866/98 
1650|— 

346|— 4248¡44 
275|— 1306/50 
400|— 

531|— 8813/70 
1200/00 

~~ 8,794|— 95,157|44 


4887.|39|| 72,295.|04 


SPrinted from original manuscript in Financial Papers. 


ooo 


— || 72,295 l04| 18,588. /32 


Shewing the amount of Direct Taxes assessed and collected for the Year 1838. 


Agg'te Am't paid || Am't paid Am’t due 
am't of Poll S. & Com's into this into this Net the Remarks. 
Name of propert Tax. Poll allowed dep’t in dep't in 'Total Republic -- 
County, assesse Tax. by law. Aud’ d.P'r Prom'y Paid. from each 
N's Cty 
Austin 987,749 . 231 5169/74 258 "m 4911/26 ne payment. 
Bastrop. 490,793 243 2696/96 134/84 2562/12 ayment. 
Bexar.. ' eturn. 
Brazoria. 3,886,123 363 19,793|61 969/68 18, 803/93 No payment. 
Colorado *375, "051 96 1971/25 98/56 1854/14 1854/14 18155 
Fayette 307.369 201 1737/84 86/89 1682/73 1682173 Overpaid $31.78 presumed on 
. à . : ace’t of double tax, collect- 
ed of delinquents. 
Fannin. 84,411 178 602/45 30/00 570/05 || No payment. 
Fort Bend 918, "936 84 4678/68 233/93 3512/19 3512/19 932156 
Galveston. 51,631 35 293/15 14/65 278/56 | No payment 
Goliad. , No returns 
Gonzales à 3489128 3489128 No assessment returned. 
Sheriff paid this towards imul 
: Taxes for 1837 & 1838. Ej 
Harrisburg. No returns : Hj 
Houston. Return since rec'd and pay't S 
of $1047.07 E 
Jackson. 362,551 52 1864/75 931231, 1771/52 1771152 on 
Jasper 186, 125 212 1142/62 57113 1085/49 . i 
Jefferson. 254,030 72 1406/15 70130 E 1335185 || This assessment includes 64 P 
head of cattle, taxed one z 
dollar each. Y 
Liberty, 795,971 177 4156/85 207/84 3949/01 || Since paid $1810.90 bg 
Matagorda. No return. E 
Montes 571,961 313 31748 | assal] 271712 27171121) 298/99 E 
ontgomery 1 2717/11 9 
Nacogdoches 1,523, "543 270 7887171 ) , . z 
Double tlax 436189 416/23 f : 7908|37 No payment. Since paid H 
Red-Rıver. 472,995 440 2804/97 140/24 266473 || No payment > 
Robertson 158,140 102 892/70 44/63 848/07 || No payment. 3 
Refugio. e No returns. n 
Sabıne 484,113 308 2728156 136/42 2592114. || No payment. 
San-Augustine , E No returns. 
San-Patricio. J No returns. 
Shelby 101,219 207 713109 35/65 677144 || No payment. 
Nactond, No returns. 
Washington 862,206 354| — 4665/03 233|25 4431178 || No payment. ' 
$13,059,048 4012| 69,810./50 la, 490.|32|| 15,026. los 15,026.|98|| 54,811.|86 
A M e EE EEUU eaten A o a  - qPR co 0 UU aA aS hnd 
RECAPITULATION 
For 1837 16,622, 54 3704 93,157 44 4987/09 72,295/04 | 72,295|04 18, 588/32 i 
" 1838. 13,059,048 * 4012 69,810/50 3490/32]; 15,026/98 15,026198 54, 811186 K ct 
29, 681,742 7806 164,967.94 8377.71|| 87,322.02 87,322.02|| 73,400.18 us 
Gro Jno DURHAM 
Book-keeper of Revenue 
Treasury Department, 
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STATEMENT. 


Shewing the amount of Reyenue collected on account of Licenses for the Year 1838. 


Total amount Am*'t paid into Treasury Department ‘Amount. still 
collected . a retained in 
Name of County. as per Commissions hands o Remarks 
Returns. In Aud'd P'r || In Prom’y N's Total. County Clerks 

Austin 300 15 285 285 
Bastrop 750 37/50 427/50 285 712/50 
Bexar. 550 27150 221 301/50 522150 
Brazoria 4750 237|50 4512150 No payment 
Colorado No returns. 
Fannin. . No returns. 
Fayette. 850 42150 522/50 200 722150 85 
Fort-Bend. e 150 7150 . 142/50 142/50 
Galveston. 550 27150 318/25 204/25 552/50 a 
Goliad No returns. , 
Gonzales. 450 22/50 24 403150 427150 
Harrisburg. No returns. 
Houston. No returns. 
Jackson. 900 45 400 455 855 
Jasper. 600 30 400 170 570 . 
Jefferson. * 200 200 *N B! No returns in dep't. 
Liberty. 722/75 36/13 190 496/62 686/62 
Matagorda. 1215 60175 963/73 121/37 1085/10 69115 

ilam. No returns. 
Montgomery. 150 7150 48/00 94150 142/50 
Nacogdoches 100 5 95 - 
Red-River No returns 
Refugio No returns 
Robertson 25 1/25 23/75 || No payment. 
Sabine 100 5 95 95 
San-Augustine , No returns. 
San-Patricio o returns, 
Shelby. No returns 
Victoria 250 . 1250 134/50 103 237/50 
Washington. 650 32/50 425|50 192 617|50 


— 


reet À— 


$13,062175 65313 . 4312.48 . 3511174 - 7,824022 4785.|40 - 
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"STATEMENT, 
Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account Licenses, for the Year ending Aug. 31st 1839. 


Am't paid into Treasury Dep't Am't still 
Total amount p —— ——— ee aal Ie OE ans 
Name of County collected as Commissions of c Dunty Remarks. - 
per returns. In Aud'd P'r In Prom'sy N's Total. Clerks. 
Austin. No returns. 
Bastrop. 2,300 115 2185/00 || Since ¿Paid $665 
Aud'd Pr. and ESTA 00 
E in Promsy Notes 
Bexar. 1,750 87150 1662/50 
Brazoria. No returns.. 
Colorado 650 32/50 239 378150 617/50 o 
Fannin. No returns. 
Fayette. No returns. 
Fort Bend 800 40 A 760 Since paid $736.00 EJ 
Galveston. 2950 147|50 2802150 || Since paid $2802.50 E 
Goliad E No returns. Fg 
Gonzales  * No returns. a 
Harrisburg. ' 3450 172150 ` -  8277|50 E 
Houston * || No returns. H 
Jackson. 350 17/50 332/50 : Y 
Jasper No returns. b> 
Jefferson 600 30/00 570 z 
Liberty 675 33175 641/25 y 
Matagorda. No returns 
ilam No returns EJ 
Montgomery 1350 67|50 1027/37 255/13 1282/50 No returns E 
Nacogdoches 750 37150 l 712150 . E 
Red River No returns td 
Refugio. No returns. ry 
Robertson. 362/50 18|12 844138 m 
Sabine 174 8175 166/25 z 
San Augustine 375 18/75 356/25 z 
San Patricio " No returns di 
Shelby i No returns 
Victoria. 850 42150 2 807/50 
Washıngton. e No returns 
$17,387 50 869 37 1266 37 633 03 11900 00 14,618 13 
RECAPITULATION 
For 1838 13,062|75 653/13 4312148 3511/74 . 7824122 4785|40 
" 1839 17,387150 869137 1266137 633] 63 1900100 14,618/13 
$30,450.25 1522.50 5578.85 4145|37 9724.22 19,403.53 
et 
eo 
Gro Jno DURHAM 
Book-keeper of Revenue 
Treasury Department 
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STATEMENT 
Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account of Land dues for Q’r end’g April 30th. 1838. ey 
= 
Am't paid into Treas'y Dept. Am't still Ed 
Total am't . retained in Z 
Name of County collected as Commissions hands of Remarks E 
per returns. : In Aud'd P’r || In Proms’y N's Total. Receivers. to 
SSS ee ere = 
Austin. 199172 4100 195/72 195/72 
Bastrop. 3653/98 73/07 3580/91 || No pay't. H 
Bexar. 190/40 3/80 186|60 186/60 H 
Brazoria 374170 7149 à - 367/21 No pay't E 
Colorado 149/10 2/98 146/12 146/12 he 
Fannin. Nothing received this e 
quarter. q 
Fayette. 322/05 6/44 315/61 315/61 ed 
Fort-Bend 103/21 2/06 101/15 101115 Ho, 
Galveston. Nene received thi H 
uarter ' 
Goliad 1443/32 28/86 939/45 939/45 475101 B (e 
Gonzales 104|70 2109 102/61 No pay’t. O 
Harrisburg. No returns. z 
Houston. 200/18 4100 196/18 196/18 Q 
Jackson 390/18 7180 382138 || No payt ia 
Jasper. 612/60 12/25 60035 || No pay't E 
Jefferson. 635160 12/71 469/71 469/71 153|18 Ya 
o i Ro pe ae T 806137 806/37 790160 s i 
a'tagorda. o pay't. 
Milara 2845/71 56/91 1886/46 700 2586/46 202/34 E 
Montgomery. 2941/94. 58/84 2783/10 100 2883/10 Fd 
Nacogdoches 952/18 19/04 933/14 933/14 ci 
Red-River. 945/49 18/91 926/58 || No payt. td 
Refugio . Nothing received this qr. E 
Robertson. 1100/10 22 1078/10 1078/10 a 
Sabine ; No returns 
San Augustine No returns. y c 
San Patricio Nothing received this qr. 
Shelby 969150 19/39 950111 No pay't = 
Victoria 115/70 2/31 i 113139 No pay't. 
Washington 221180 443 217(37 || No pay't. H 
$20,101 71 401.96 10037.71 800. 10,837.71 8862.04 o 
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Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account of Land dues for Q’r end'g 31st July 1838. 


'Total amount 


STATEMENT 


Am't paid into Treas'y Dept 


Amount still 
retained in 


A NA NATA q 


Name of County collected as Commissions hands of Remarks 
: per returns. In Aud'd P’r || In Prom'y N's Total. Receivers. 
Austin. 192/95 3185 189/10 189/10 
Bastrop. 3076/46 61/52 3014/94 No payment ' 
Bexar These returns are not entered — EJ 
owing to Q'rs not end’g at ty 
i proper period "d 
Brazoria 367/37 7/34 360003 | No payment S 
Colorado, 276/60 5153 191/07 80 271/07 . . E 
Fannın. Nothing received this quarter. —M 
Fayette. 981/68 19/63 962/05 962/05 = 
Fort-Bend 79170 1,59 66/11 12 78/11 . . - 
Galveston Nothing received this quarter. d 
Gohad 719/50 14/39 705111 No payment 
Gonzales 3417/65 68/35 3349/30 No payment. EJ 
Harrisburg No returns. ies] 
Houston. 3620/27 72140 2661/30 886|57 3547|87 el 
Jackson. 689/06 13178 675/28 No payment 
Jasper. 1076/75 21/52 1055/23 1055/23 
Jefferson 19 16/38 802/64 No payment 
Liberty 2242/25 44/84 1912/41 285 2197/41 E 
Matagorda 353/85 7107 346/78 No payment > 
dam 4411|19 88/22 4322/97 No payment a 
Montgomery 1739/53 34|79 1629/74 75 1704/74 Un 
Nacogdoches 5566/32 111/32 2128/21 3326|79 5455 
Red-Rıver 773/83 15/47 758/36 No payment. 
Refugio. Nothing received this quarter. 
Robertson. 5881/59 117/63 2775/01 2988/95 5763/96 
Sabine. 336/30 6/7 329/58 No payment l 
San-Augustine No returns . . 
San Patricio Nothing received this q'r. 
Shelby. 1235/50 24/71 1210/79 No payment 
Victoria 720183 14 71 706/42 No payment 
Washington 333148 6166 - 326182 
$38,911.68 778.12 13,570.23 7654.31 21,224.54 16,909 02 
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CO) 
DD 
STATEMENT S 
Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account of Land dues for the Q?r end'g. 31st Oct'r 1838. Cy 
"m O 
Am't paid into Treas'y Dep't Am't still E 
Total amount oo —— Á EAS el A in 
Name of County. collected as Commissions hands of ' - Remarks. - 
per returns In Aud'd P’r || In Prom y N's Total. Receivers. oo 
E 
Austin. 185/40 3/70 181/70 181/76 H 
Bastrop. 1395/70 27/91 1367/79 No payment E 
Bexar. These returns are not entered E 
owing to quarters, not 
! ending at proper period. Er 
Brazoria. 1388/59 3177 184/82 No payment. e 
Colorado. 369/87 7139 335/39 26/87 362/26 22 : . 
Fannin. Nothing received this quarter z 
Fayette. 414/40 8/28 406/12 406/12 : ; H o. 
Fort-Bend Nothing received this quarter. H 
Galveston Nothing received this quarter, 
Goliad. 379/20 7158 371/62 No payment. O 
Gonzales 1329/26 26/58 1302/68 No payment e 
Harrisburg. No returns. Y 
Houston. 1645/74 32/91 299140 1313/43 1612/83 e 
Jackson 346/92 6/93 À 339/99 || No payment. B 
Jasper. 372192 7145 192/25 173/22 365/47 on 
Jefferson 358/70 7117 351/53 351/53 B2 
Liberty 343/10 6186 336/24 336/24 
Matagorda. 85 1170 83/30 No payment, Ed 
Milam 3719/95 74139 3645/56 No payment, Ej 
Montgomery 2472/09 49/44 1731/79 1731/79 690/86 ` ry 
Narogdoches 307/10 6/14 300/96 300/96 ci 
Red-River 167/15 334 163/81 No, payment E 
Refugio Nothing received this quarter. pa 
Robertson 5602/66 112/05 5490/61 5490/61 a 
Sabine " No returns. 
San-Augustine l No returns. , , S 
San-Patricio. Nothing received this quarter 
Shelby. 300/53 6/01 294152 No payment H 
Victoria 104/10 2/08 10202 No payment le 
Washington 248 4196 ‘ . 243104 No payment p 
Ün 


$20,336.38 406.64 | 3,799.14 7,340.37 11,139.51 8,790.23 


STATEMENT, i 
Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account of Land dues for Q’r end'g 30 April 1839. 


Awt paid into Treas'y Dep't Awt still in 


, Total am't ' hands of 
Náme of County. collected as Commissions Receivers Remarks. 
per returns ° In Aud'd P’r || In Proms’y N's Total of L. dues - 
Austin. No returns EJ 
Bastrop. 528/83 10/57 518/25 No payment. El 
Bexar | : No returns. Fd 
Brazoria. 33/50 67 32/83 No payment. O 
Colorado No returns. E 
Fannin Nothing received this q'r. a , 
Fayette No returns 
Fort Bend No returns. . » 
Galveston 2 Nothing received this q'r. z 
Goliad Nothing received this q'r. J 
Gonzales 738/90 14/77 724113 No payment EJ 
Harrisburg No returns. Ed 
Houston No returns EA 
Jackson No returns m 
Jasper No returns z 
Jefferson 161/30 3/22 158/08 158/08 
Liberty. 936138 18172 474 443166 91766 . les 
Matagorda. 1/20 2 1118 > 
Milam No Returns 3 
Montgomery. 69/25 1/38 l 67/87 n 
Nacogdoches. 405/90 8/11 262/36 262/36 135/43 
Red-River No returns | 
Refugio B Nothing received this q'r. 
Robertson. 101/44 2/02 94/42 5 99142 . 
Sabine ' Nothing received this q'r. 
San-Augustine No returns 
San-Patricio Nothing received this q'r. 
Shelby No returns 
Victoria No returns 
Washington No returns 
2976.70 59.48 568.42 869.10 1437.52 1,479.70 
O 
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STATEMENT | z 
Shewing the amount of Revenue collected on account of Land dues for Q'r end’g 31st July 1839. tz 
p 
Am't paid into Treas'y Dept Am'ts still 
Total am't : — AA MET TIS © 
Name of County collected as Commissions hands of Re- Remarks. "i 
per returns In Aud'd P'r In Prom'y N's ceivers, E 
E 
Bastrop 132/30 2/64 129166 No payt 
Goliad 579150 11/59 567/91 No pay't Er 
Houston 417/76 8135 409141 || No pay't E 
Liberty 133/31 2166 130/65 No pay't = 
Nacogdoches 166/25 3/32 162/93 || No pay’t. HJ 
$1,429 12 28.56 1400 56 j 1 
e 
© 
z 
RECAPITULATION. 2 
E 
Q T end'g Apl 30 '38 20,101/71 401,96 10,037]71 800 10,837|71 8862/04 X 
July 31 °38 38,911/68 778|12 13,570/23 7, 654/31 21, 224/54 16, 909/02 by 
Do D Octr 31 38 20,330/|38 404/44 3799114 7340137 11,139/51 8790/23 E 
> " Jary 31°39 6840/08 136170 1637/37 896/70 2534/07 4169/30 Fd 
" > Ap’) 30 '39 2976|70 59/48 568/42 869/10 1437/52 1479/70 ci 
"^ >» July 31 '39 1429/12 ' 28156 1400/56 E 
$90,595.67 1811 47 29,612.87 17,560.48 47,173 35 41,610.85 m 
& 
Geo JNo DURHAM 
Book-keeper of Revenue J 
Treasury Department ž 
n 


STATEMENT 


Shewing the amount of Revenue on account of Land dues collected for the Q'r end'g 31st. Jan'y 1839. 


Amount paid in Treas'y Dep't Amount still 
Total amount " Runs e eeu ene e Nl) TOtamed: 10 
Name of County collected as Commissions hands of Remarks. 
per returns. In Aud'd P’r || In Prom'sy N's Total. Rec v'rs 
Austin. No returns. 
Bastrop. 1810/85 36/20 1774/15 No payment. 
Bexar 'These returns are not entered EO 
owing to Ors not end'g at E 
, : proper period. c 
Brazoria. 45/20 90 44/30 No payment. EG 
Colorado. No returns. | H 
Fannin Nothing received this quarter. Un 
Fayette 417/10 8134 408/76 408/76: be 
Fort-Bend. 22/20 44 21/76 21/76 . f 
Galveston z Nothing received this q'r. d 
Goliad. : No returns 
Gonzales 749190 14/99 734/91 No payment. EJ 
Harrisburg No returns [eo] 
Houston. 624/25 12/48 446/51 165|26 611/77 E 
Jackson No returns 
Jasper. 103/40 2/06 101/34 101/34 
Jefferson. 89/40 1178 75113 12/49 87162 
Liberty 289/58 577 13/60 27021 283/81 E 
Matagorda. Nothing received this q’r. > 
ilam No returns. z 
Montgomery 686,46 13/72 ? 672/74: No payment Y 
Nacogdoches ' 835/30 16/70 492196 325/64 818/60 
Red-River, 127/54 2/55 124/99 || No payment., 
Refugio Nothing received this qr. 
Robertson. 204/50 4109 200/41 200/41 
Sabine. ] No returns | 
San Augustine Nothing received this q'r. 
San-Patricio * Nothing received this q’r. 
Shelby. 575|70 11/51 564/19 No payment * 
Victoria 259|20 5118 254/02 No payment. 
Washington. No returns 
s 6840.08 136.71 1637.37 896.70 2534.07 4169.30 
c 
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RECAPITULATION, 
Shewing the aggregate amount Revenue collected on account of Direct Taxes: Licenses; Land dues from Presidenis of Boards of Land Commis- 


sioners, and Land dues paid to Sec'y of Treasy up to 30. Sept'r 1839. 


Amount paid into Treasury Department. 


Total amount aaa || AA yet due the 
collected as Commissions. Republic. 
per returns. In Audited In Prom'sy 'Total. 
Paper Notes 
Direct Taxes, for the Years 1837 and 1838. 164, 967/94 8,377171 87 , 322/02 87 , 322102 73 ,400/18 
, Licenses, for the Years 1838 and 1839. 30, 450/25 1, 522150 5,578185 4145137 9,724122 19,403/53 
Land dues, from Pres'ts of Boards of Land Com'rs 
for six quarters up to 31st July 1839 90,595/67 1811/47 29 ,612|87 17 , 560/48 47 , 773135 41,610/85 
Land dues, paid to Sec'y of the Treas'y, by various 
individuals from passage of Act Dec'r 24th 
1838, up to Septr 30th 1839. 3,932155 14 13,009124 24 16,941/80 
$286,013.86 11,711.68 126,446 29 15 34,715,0924]|| 161,161.39 134,414.56 


Gro’ Jno’ DURHAM 
Book-keeper of Revenue 
Treasury Department 
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REPORTS AND RELIEF Laws 67 


STATEMENT. 


Shewing the amount of Revenue on account of Land dues paid to the Sec'y of the Treas'y 
by various Individuals, since the passage of Act Dec'r 24th, 1838, 
authorizing same up to Septr 30, 1839. 


Amount paid into Treas'y Dep't 


County in which land 
is situated. 

- In Aud'd Pr In Prom'sy Notes Total. 
Austin. 6 34|12 14 401214 
Bastrop. 342/67 , 1680137 1$ 2023/04 15 
Bexar., 43150 191/56 
Brazoria. 311371% 31133715 
Colorado. 4 4 
Fayette. 39176 69/62 109/38 
Fort-Bend. 30 47|87 1% 73187%% 
Goliad. 73 232187 15 305187 15 
Gonzales 204/88 176 380/88 
Harrisburg. p 103314744 - 844 1877|47 14 
Houston. 143|87 14 143|87 1% 
Jasper. 74103 55187 16 129/90 1% 
Liberty. " 452/21 752187 34 1205/0816 
Matagorda 19 19 
Milam. 375136 2008/91 24 2384127 24 
Montgomery. 19115 39112 3% 58/27 44 
Nacogdoches 2330|75 2330|75 
Red-Hiver 1508 1508 
Refugio. 31/30 72175 104/05 
Robertson 388/98 2474/46 2863/44 
San-Augustine 25/00 5150 30/50 
San-Patricio * 142/48 73187 5 216/35 15 
Shelby. 37,80 14 51/80 
Washington 40/66 70/50 111/16 
Not Known 467180 . 280 747180 

$3932.5514 3009.24 24 16,941.8014 


Gro Jno DURHAM 
Book-keeper of Revenue 
Treasury Department. 
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-~ 68 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


REPORT FROM THE AUDITORIAL COURT" 


The following is the amount of Claims before the Court not acted on. 


e «pes e re 


" 


No.| 1% ) William P. Miller, For Sundry articles of Cloth deposited with 
i . 2 Govt. Agent and other property taken by the enemy 811,00 
i 3 S. Rhodes Fisher, For Services in the Army 2 1396/20 
Mg 4 B.H. Norton. Sundry supplies for the government of Texas 4000/00 
t 5 William P. Smith. For Medical Services 180 — 
6 William W. Bell. for Military Services, and for 
t bounty land es i 117/50 
7 B. H. Norton For Military equipments «e 1116/20 
8 N. Townsend. For Goods Shipped on the Schooner 
Santiago which was wrecked & the goods lost 9 .000|00 
9 homas W. Gilmer. For services as as [sic] Commissioner to ' 
the U. States to obtain a loan 
10 Wiliam K. English. For draft on T. J. Chambers 225/00 
11 James Foster. Supphes taken by the army of the Govern- 
ment 1189/50 
12 Maclin Bracy. Supplies taken by the army of the Government . 1017/00 
13 James B. Reese Admr. of Thomas B. Reese. This claim is 
for pay as Lieut. in Capt. Wadworth Company under the com- 
mand of Col. Fannin, was taken and shot, his claim is also for 
bounty land 
f 14 Thomas W. Ward, Curator for the Estate of H. L. Thompson 
f decd. For pay as Capt: of the Squadron in the Navy of Texas 2335/58 
15 Almyra McElroy. This Claim is for property destroyed by 
the Conflagration at San Felipe 1173/00 
: : 416 Joseph Gresham. For board of C. L. Harrison 200/00 
17 James Cochran. For property taken by the Govt. troops and 
other property destroyed at San Felipe 685/18 
18 Jacob Eburly. For property destroyed at Columbia 362150 
' 19 Robert Carlile. For property destroyed at Refugio 2600/00 
20 Joseph T. Kilgore For two muskets and Bayonets 
) 21 William Hamilton. For one horse taken for the use of the 
i Government . 150/00 
22 McKinney & Wiliams. Supplies for the Navy 410/00 
23 Francis F Wells. For property destroyed by the Army 2020/00 
24 Ludlow, Disney & Graham. . AER A : 
: This claim is for Sixty Six Mus- 
kets &c furnished the Buck eye rangers command by Capt. 
Allen from Cincinnati Ohio 1094/70 
n p Dols. 30.083136 
' : The following is the amount of Claims Continued for further test|limony 
No. | 1 A. Chapman. Storage of Government Stores : 100/00 
2 Handy & Lusk. For Goods lost on the Schooner Santiago 14347/11 
3 Asa Hoxey. Damages on Gotton taken by the army for 
breast work 858/00 
4 Jesse White. For 1 horse pressed into the Govt. Service 400/00 
| 5 Almyra McElroy. Waggon € Oxen pressed into the Service 32500 
6 Samuel Gholson. Army supplies : 41/95 
j 7 Geo. W. Poe For 1 per cent on the Amt paid by bim as 
; pay Master. 1910/26 
i 8 Thomas Bailey. Lime & White washing the paling round 
Capitol , "75100 
9 A J. Yates. Sundry Articles of Merchd. taken by Govern- 
ment 640/93 
$18698|25 
The following Claims were withdrawn before adjudicated on— 
No.|1 Edward Hall. Discount on Govt. business 4023|27 
2 Doct. Ashbel Smith. For Supplies 
3 Edward Howe 10/00 
4 Charles L. Harrison i . 
5 A Hotchkiss. For Services & Supplies 680/00 
6 Samuel Lusk. For horse lost 
7 A. Ferguson : 
8 C.L. Harrison For Services 
9 Ashbel Smith 
10 Geo. M. Casey 
11 James T. White 
12 P. W. Humpheys 
13 Geo. W. Poe. Wim. Fisher & Others 


‘It is assumed that this is Document G, although it is not so marked. See 
: supra, page 39. A portion of this report was read in the House on November 
18th. See House Journal 31-5. It is printed from the original found in Finan- 
| cial Papers. ` 
i 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAWS 


14 H. D. Copenan 
15 B. H. Mordecai 5 
16 J. W. E. Wallace 
17 W. H. Henderson 
18 A. T. Yates for H. Hurd. Bill of Exchange 763100 
The following Claims have been rejected and withdrawn 
No. | 1 Stewart Perry. For Charter of Vessel &c 383.124/00 
2 John Neil For horse lost 125100 
3 Handy & Lust. Goods pressed for use of Government 1420/00 
4 D. C. Barrett Admr. For Services 
5 Sterling C. Robinson for 2 horses & 1 mare 350/00 
6 D. F. Waymouth. Services & quarters 
7 Rafael de Vedaurri for supplies 
8 A. H. Long. Articles pressed by Government 
9 J. Taylor. lost discharge 
10 F. M. Gibson. For Services  . 
11 P.'W. Humphreys & T. Wells 
12 Pedro Villa 
13 Robt. Watson 
The following amount of Claims have been allowed to Audit and paid by the 
'Treasu[rjer 
1839 William Woods : 
Feby. |2 For his dividend at Sanjacinto Battle 402/00 
9 A T. Burnley. Cash advanced for provisions 240/32 
* Assignee of T. Smith 
7: Cash advanced for Bacon &c 2457175 
g Assignee of J. Stewart 
H Cash advanced for provisions & Blankets 282/83 
Aa Assignee of C. Coleman, . 
H Cash advanced for provisions «e 125/50 
alio: i Nd for Bread &c 124180 
H. A. & B. S. Reed Assignee of B. S. Reed 
For provisions &c 1156/41 
Thomas Smi . 
For Supplies for the army 2923172 
H. L. Shreve f 
Cash advanced & Interest 1455/68 
A. T. Burnley Assignee of G. Duncan 125|97 
i Supplies and Interest 
uid Assignee of H & Duncan 
ve For Supplies and Interest | 377150 
ru Assignee of J. D. Breckenridge 
zs Cash and Interest | 115/45 
id Assignee of W B Clifton 
El Cash and Interest 115/45 
H. C. Kitchen i 
Compensation for Services as Waggon Master 552/40 
Samuel Houston 
> q For Military draft. 147175 
il si " house rent 5147/00 
E. E. Dibble 
Cash paid for Supplies 616/81 
James Morgan i 
For Supplies furnished the Army. 665/97 
G. G. aa 
or Cash advanced 115/93 
R. R Royall : 
: Merchandise transportation of Troops &c 6894137 
A. Sidney Johnson Assignee of Geo. Hancock : 
For Cash advanced 114/23 
Thomas G. Western 
For Merchandise &c $1500. 1500/00 
J. H. Denson 
For pay as Lieutenant 321/00 
Turner & Woodru f 
. Cash advanced for Supplies 3730/65 
James Harris : 
_ , Services as assistant Quarter Master 661/50 
Samuel Whiting f 
For Printing &c 1205/10 
May |2 Jose Cassiana ; 
Cash and Merchandise 4330/56 
Seth Ingraham 
4 ? 145/50 
dd 405108 
N. Amery i . 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief 42/00 
Thomas Hanson À ; 
For Services as pilot 1003:92 
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Memican Hunt . ! 
For Services as Commissioner to the U. States 


A. Legrand 
This Claim is for Services 
John W. Moore . 
A. T. Burnley 
Cash advanced for provisions &c 


Dolls. 


Amount of Claims allowed to draw drafts but are unpaid 


E. Tyson : S s 
This claim is for Supplies for the Army 
2 Captors & Salvors by their Attorney F A Sawyer 
For prise Money 
Thomas Powell 
Tor transportation of Troops 
Charles Shearn 
Army Supplies 
5 J. W. Moore S si 
rmy Supplies 
Gail Borden 
Services as Quarter Master 
5 Turner & Woodruff , ; 
... For Army Supplies 
Sarah Dewitt 
'This Claim is for Guns 
B. F. Hanna 
For Services in the Navy 
T. J. Morgan . 
This Claim is for Army Supplies 
G. G Presberry Assignee of J. Bridgeford 
. , For army Supplies 
Samuel Whiting : 
For damages Sustained &c 
16 E. Humphreys A ] 
This Claim is for Supplies 
A. Legrand for McKinney & Williams 
This Claim is for Services 
18 R. R. Royall . FP 
'This Claim is for Cash & Interest 


James Campbell 
E. Jeffrey 
Don Juan Fabre 
Louisa L. Thompson late Widow of E Stanly 

For Services as Majr. of Infantry 
Thomas G. Western 
y For Merchandise &c 
Handy & Lusk 

For Goods lost &c 
Samuel Whiting 

n For provisions, Groceries house rent & fuel 

William Bryan . 

paid for transportation of Officers & men 
J. T. Doswell Agent for J. Whitehead 

. A. For a draft drawn by N. Hurd purser in Navy, 

John J. Linn . 

For merchandise taken by the Army 
A. Ferguson Admr. of E. Nelson 

... For horse, Saddle & Services 

Samuel Whiting . 

For printing 
John Cheneworth 

ash advanced for travelling expenses 

Owners of Schooner Sanjacinto 

which was pressed into the Service of the Republic 
A. P. Thompson ! : 
. For Services as 2nd. Lieut. 
League andrews & Cg. 

This Claim is for Schooner Coreo 
Miguel Galan 

For Services as a Soldier 
John Woodruff 

Provision furnished the Sick at Houston 
E. Costley Admx of M. Costley i 
R. O. Y. McManus 2 | 

. Fora Boat taken by the Schooner of War Liberty, 

Wm. B. Gaines . 2 

Money paid the Committee of Vigilance 
G. S. Thomas "N 

y For Blankets, provisions &c 

L. Dickerson = : 
For a horse pressed into the Service 


16468180 


1479|44 
311/63 


1079/83 
56 848/85 


nS | ————— 


` 853/43 
3792/02 
669/70 
648/50 
7113 
1164/41 
3666/38 
20/00 
664/55 
438132 
249/08 
850,00 
85/00 
399/56 
548/41 
sas 
1417/00 
` 452100 
1500/00 
691/71 
692/12 
921/21 
972180 
490/25 
500/00 
1021/50 
100/00 
4575/28 
178/36 
1127/50 
54 ¡00 


205/00 
172|75 


100/00 
137/37 
287/75 
260100 


~ 
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Wright Cooley 

For a horse pressed into the Service 
J. T. Doswell assignee of S. Williams 

For Cattle furnished the Government 
Turner & Woodruff Ds 

For provisions &c 
H, Raguett 


J. Snively 
J. W. Moore 
R. R, Royall 


For Military Supplies 

For Military Supplies 

For lost property Ge 

For Merchandise, transportation of the troops &c 


Dolls. 


Amount of Claims allowed for property destroyed at San Felipe 


Nathaniel Townsend 
or houses & merchandise destroyed at San Felipe 

A. B. Eburly formerly A. B. Peyton 

For property destroyed at San Felipe 
A. B. Aldridge 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 
Thomas Gay 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 
Walter White & Co. 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 
John R. Jones 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 
A. Somervell 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 
Freeman Wilkerson 

Property destroyed at San Felipe 


Dolls. 


Amt of Claims allowed and pad 


»» 33 San Felipe 39 > 35 > 


Total amt. of Claims allowed Dolls 


of Claims now before the board à $30.083.36 


Amt. 
Cond. for further testimony ”’ 18.698.25 


Amount of rejected Claims on hand 
withdrawn 
M "- Claims withdrawn before acted on 


71 


72150 
330/00 
2396133 
86/00 
323/00 
2345/67 
8176/33 


4589664. 


— 
— 


11300/00 
5000,00 
2800/00 
2750/00 
6000/00 
2430/00 
2250/00 
1543/75 


34073175 
56.848|85 


45.896164 
34.073|75 


136.819|24 _ 
$43.781/61 


$37 . 603/65 


The records of the board of examination does not show the amt. of claims rejected & 
withdrawn, nor the the amt withdrawn before adjudicated on 
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The following amount of Claims against the Republic of Texas have been rejected 
by the Auditorial Court and are on file in this office. 


No. 1 Samuel Lusk. 
This claim is for a horse lost in 1835 250/00 


No. 2 H. Tracy : 
This Claim is for a horse lost in the service 80100 


" 3 Louis Hraats. 
For expenses while recruiting in the United States 
in 1837. And for loss of horse & Gun 732166 


is 4 John Walters 
For Services as a mounted Gunman under the 
command of Capt. J. Powel & for bounty land 109|— 


di 5 Martin Lacy 
his claim is for horses, hogs and Sundry articles of 
merchandise stolen by Indians 947154 


= 6 James Smith 
For Cash paid in bringing men from U. States to 
Texas & other advances for the Republic 705|— 


se 7 Lucy Parker Admx &c 
'T his claim is for a draft lost or destroyed 340/40: 


an 8 P. J. Cornell. 
For a lost discharge for 12 months service in the 
Army of the Republic 300/00 


2? 9 Benjamin C. Franklin. 
This Claim is for his Salary while Judge difference 
between promissory notes & specie— 9333133. 


5d 10 Hiram Riggs Admr. of John Hefferman 
This claim is for 300 head ot Cattle taken for the 


use of the army of the Republic 3000|— 
= 11 Manuel Marques 
This Claim is for flour and Sundry Articles for the 
use of the Army of the Republic 20563|— 


or 12 John Cheneworth 
This Claim is is for money advanced for trans- 
portation of Troops, for Clothing for ditto and for saddle 


horse &c 1442/72 

id 13 Jacob Winfree. 
For a horse lost in the Service of Republic 10000 

di 14 Joseph Martin 
For a waggon taken for the use of the Republic 200|— 


Dolls. 37.603165 


I certify the foregoing is a true Copy of the records in this office. 
W tae BUE 


ANNUAL REPORT 
of 
THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 


NOVEMBER, 1839, 
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REPORT, &c2 


WAR DEPARTMENT, l 
City of Austin, Nov. 1839. | 
To His ExcELLENCY, 
The President of the Republic of Texas: 


In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the administration of the affairs of the War 
Department, since the duties have devolved upon me; accompanied by 
the reports of the chiefs of the military bureaus, connected with the 
department, marked from 1 to 5; and such official reports of military 
operations as it may be proper to notice here. The faithfulness with 
which the duties have been discharged by the heads of the bureaus, 
and those employed to assist them, and the progress that has been made 
in their respective departments, in the establishment of method and 
accountability, deserves high commendation. 

The issues of certificates of claims to donation and bounty lands, 
granted for military services, have been continued, in accordance with 
the provisions of the law, up to the present time. On the 30th of 
September last, there had been issued of bounty lands, in various quan- 
tities, according tó length of service in each case, 425,920 acres; and 
of donation lands, in tracts of 640 acres each, 135,680 acres, since the 
commencement of the present year; and since the commencement of 
the issues of 1837, to the 30th of September, 1839, there have been 
issued certificates of claims to donation and bounty lands amounting 
to 4,163,740 acres, which is more fully set forth in a detailed report, 
marked 6, which is herewith transmitted. 

The act providing for the raising of fifteen companies for the pro- 
tection of the frontier, approved Dec. 21st, 1838, has been carried only 
partially into effect.—In observance of the strict requirements of the 
law, officers were appointed at an early period after the passage of the 
act, and recruiting stations were established at various points in the 
Republic, under the superintendance of the field officers of the regi- 
ment; and so continued until it was seen, that the number of recruits 
made, was too few to justify the expense of keeping them up. We can- 
not caleulate on better success in recruiting at home, while the induce- 
ments to remain in the walks of civil life, continue so much greater 
than those to enter the military service for a term of years. It was 
not deemed expedient to resume the récruiting again, until such funds 
could be placed at the disposition of the department, as would enable 
the government to raise recruits elsewhere, and provide an ample equip- 
ment without the enormous expenditure which would have been the 
consequence of the employment of the government funds for these pur- 
poses. Hence, the necessity and advantage in that respect, of the em- 
ployment of a temporary force, which was resorted to. In consequence 
of the little suecess in recruiting the regiment to occupy the frontier 
posts, the officers appointed to that regiment, have not had their ap- 
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priate commands. Yet, no detriment will accrue to the public serv- 
ice on that aecount, as all have received valuable professional instruc- 
tion; and many of them, after the suspension of the recruiting service, 
have been employed in various duties connected with the service of the 
regulars and volunteers, employed in the field—so that their superior 
competency to enter upon their respective duties as the companies shall 
be raised, will be seen in their better organization, discipline and effi- 
ciency. J have now the gratification to state, that the recruiting has 
been commenced again, under very favorable auspices, and we have 
good grounds for the belief, that the ranks of the regiment will be 
filled at an early day. 

The equipment complete, including arms and accoutrements, clothing, 
camp and garrison equipage, for one year for ten companies of infan- 
try, and five of cavalry, has been estimated for, as also, for six brass 
six-pounders and caissons, and equipments complete; and the estimates 
forwarded to the United States, to the commissary of purchases, with 
instructions to him, to make eontracts for the furnishing of the sup- 
plies required, as soon as practicable. The requisite sum, in par money, 
to meet the payment on the contracts, has been placed to the credit 
of this department, and is held ready for disbursement, as soon as 
notice is received that the contractors have complied with the terms 
stipulated. | 

The act does not specify the number of non-commissioned officers of 
the companies, nor the compensation to be allowed them. Thus far 
they have been paid as privates. I recommend the amendment of the 
law, so as to define the number of non-commissioned officers to the 
companies of this regiment, and the pay to be allowed them. I would 
here suggest the advantage to the publie service of equalizing the pay 
of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the regular service, by 
granting equal compensation to the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, who may be raised under the “law of December, 1836, fixing the 
military establishment," and to those who may be hereafter raised un- 
der the “law of December, 1888." I would recommend that an amount 
be allowed, which would be a mean between the two, say $12 per month 
for the privates, and proportional allowance to the non-commissioned 
officers. : 

Much exertion was made at home and abroad to carry into effect the 
act of the 29th December, 1838, nor was there any intermission, until 
the season was too far advanced to attain the objects contemplated by the 
law. Those best fitted for the service, by their experience, hardy habits 
and physical qualifications, were generally unable to equip themselves. 
Three companies only were raised under this act, two of which were 
mounted and equipped at the public expense, and were attached to the 
regular force under Col. Burleson. ‘The money advanced for this pur- 
pose, has since been reimbursed to the Government, in the settlement 
of the accounts of the men, after the expiration of their term of service, 
by the Pay Department. As in other cases, in which it was necessary 
to make advances for the mounting and equipment of companies, and 
whose term of service has expired. 

Under the sanction of the law, companies of citizens were enrolled, 
for local defense, in the most assailable districts, and received in the 
service as rangers; for the number and distribution of which, and all 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAWS yY 


other troops employed in the public service, during the past year, see 
the report of the Adjutant General, marked 1. I will here take occa- 
sion to remark, that daily experience makes the necessity more ap- 
parent, of executing as speedily .as possible, the design of the last Con- 
gress, to protect the frontier with a permanent regular force. The ex- 
cellence of the measure equally recommends itself, whether we regard 
it in reference to economy and the constant security afforded, or to the 
relief te the people from the inconvenience and vexatious oppression, 
consequent upon the many calls necessarily made upon them by mili- 
tary services. ] 

The reason for the adoption of more summary measures in the set- 
tlement of the Cherokee question, than was originally intended, is found 
in the knowledge of the facts, (displaying their settled hostility and 
treachery towards this government,) acquired since the mild course in- 
tended to be pursued towards them was fixed upon. 

During the summer and fall of 1838, many of the inhabitants resid- 
ing among, and in the vicinity of the Cherokee settlements were mur- 
dered and plundered; and in one instance, a family of eighteen per- 
sons, consisting of men, women ànd children, were barbarously massa- 
cred by them, which by their cunning representations, were supposed 
to be acts of the Indians.of the Prairies, and mal-content Mexican citi- 
zens: but circumstances have since been made known, which leave no 
doubt, that the Cherokees themselves were the perpetrators of these 
atrocities. Also, early in Dec. last, evidence of an undoubted character 
was placed on file in the War Department, that the Cherokees had 
held constant correspondence with the Mexican Government, since the 
commencement of our revolution, and during that time had made 
treaties, offensive and defensive, with that Government. With a knowl- 
edge of these things, it became the duty of the Government to watch 
narrowly the movements of the Cherokees; and to preserve, if possible 
peaceable relations with them, and to prevent the destruction of the 
lives and property of the citizens living in their neighborhood, until 
the wisdom of Congress should devise the best method of relieving 
them from their annoying and dangerous proximity.—Accordingly, un- 
der your instructions, in the month of February last, Martin Lacy was 
appointed agent for the Cherokees and other tribes of that district of 
country, with instructions (a copy of which marked (7) acccompanies 
this report,) to preserve friendly relations between the Cherokees and 
whites, until the peculiar situation of the Cherokees could be brought 
under the consideration of Congress. 

In furtherance of these intentions, Major Walters was authorized to 
raise two companies of six-months men, to occupy the Saline of the 
Neches. At this point it was thought that all intercourse might be 
cut off between the Cherokees, and the Indians of the Prairies who 
were knowi to be hostile; and that the adoption of this measure would 
give protection to that portion of the frontier, and leave no pretext for 
attributing any depredations committed to the Indians of the prairies, 
while it would be no inconvenience to the Cherokees. Having raised one 
company, Major Walters marched to the Saline. On his afrival he was 
informed by Bowles, through the agent, that any attempt to establish 
the post in obedience of his orders, would be repelled by force. Under 
the advice of the agent, as he conceived his force too small to make 
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the attempt, he crossed to the west bank of the Neches, and there es- 
tablished the post. This assertion of claim to exclusive jurisdiction 
could not be disregarded, when- considered in connection with the 
abundant evidence in possession of the Department of the treacherous 
and unfriendly designs of that tribe and their associate bands. Col. 
Burleson, who was then organizing a force on the Colorado, to march 
against.the hostile Indians on the Brasos and Trinity, was therefore 
ordered to direct his march lower down the country, after crossing the 
Brasos, so as to be in position to enter the territory claimed by the 
Cherokees, on the shortest notice. A few days after these orders were 
transmitted, a dispatch was received from Col. Burleson, announcing the 
interception of letters from Gen. Canalizo, commander of the Central 
forces at Matamoras, to the Chiefs of the Seminoles, Caddoes, Boluxies, 
Kickapoos, and to Bowles and others, with instructions for them, and the 
plan of operations to be pursued against the Texians— which intercepted 
letters were at the same time forwarded to the department. On their 
reception, Col. Burleson was instructed to raise his force to 400 men, 
and to march into the Cherokee district. He was advised at the same 
time, that a volunteer force had been called for in the eastern coun- 
ties, to act with him. Some greater delay took place before the troops, 
under the command of Col. Burleson, took the route for the Cherokee 
district, than was anticipated by him, which it is scarcely necessary to 
mention, as no embarrassment was occasioned by it in the subsequent 
operation.—He was not able, however, to cross the Neches until about 
the 14th of July, about which time the regiment of Landrum arrived 
from the counties of Harrison, Shelby, Sabine, and San Augustine. 
The regiment from Nacogdoches, which was organized under the com- 
mand of Gen. Rusk had arrived some days before, and taken a position 
near the camp of the Cherokees. The promptitude with which these 
movements were executed at that season of the year, (early in July,) 
and the spirit manifested on all occasions by the troops, claims the 
greatest praise. On the arrival of the regiments of Burleson and Lan- 
drum, the whole force was placed under the orders of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Douglass. 

Pending these movements, Commissioners (Hon. David G. Burnet, 
Thos. J. Rusk, I. W. Burton, James S. Mayfield, Esq., and myself.) 
appointed at the instance of Bowles, had been engaged for several days 
in endeavoring to bring about an arrangement, under your instructions 
on an equitable basis, for the peaceable removal of the Cherokees. We 
had been instructed to allow a fair compensation for their improve- 
ments, to be ascertained by appraisement, and to be paid for in silver 
and goods before their removal. The Commissioners, in several talks 
held with them, essayed every means to effect a friendly negotiation, 
but without success, and at noon, on the 15th of July, announced their 
failure. Orders were immediately given by me to Gen. Douglass, to 
put the troops in motion, and to march against the camp of the Chero- 
kees, but not to attack them until they had been summoned to submit 
to the terms proposed by the Government for -their removal, and had 
refused. On the arrival of the troops at their camp, it was found that 
they had retreated from it some hours previously. Their route was 
taken, and in the evening they were discovered in a strong position 
near à Delaware village, from which they fired upon the advanced 
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guard. They were immediately attacked and beaten. The next morn- 
ing (July 16th) the troops were marched in pursuit, and near the 
Neches another conflict ensued, in which the Cherokees and their allies 
were again defeated, and driven from the field; for the particulars of 
which engagements, I refer you to the extract from the official reports 
of the commanding General, marked 8 and 16. After the affair of the 
Neches the Cherokees made no stand against our troops, but fled with 
great precipitation from the country; thus terminating this vexed ques- 
tion of claims to soil and sovereignity, which our laws do not in any wise 
concede to any Indian tribe within the limits of the Republic. 

The Hon. Thos. J. Rusk and Jas. S. Mayfield, Esq., were appointed 
Commissioners to arrange for the removal of the Shawnees. Stipula- 
tions on the same just basis as those made to the Cherokees were agreed 
upon, and they have received the compensation for their improvements 
and have been removed, in accordance with the agreement entered into 
between the Commissioners and their Chiefs. See a copy of the agree- 
ment, and the last report of the Commissioners, marked 9 and 15. "The 
frequent representations made tó this Department of the necessity of 
aiding the Magistrates of the western frontier with military force to put 
down a lawless band of men, associated for purposes in violation of posi- 
tive enactments, and to give protection from small roving bands of In- 
dians, which have infested that frontier have received the attention of 
the Department, and such relief afforded as it has been practicable to 
give; with the intention, as soon as possible, of affording, in that quar- 
ter, that constant support in the execution of the civil laws as their 
majesty and dignity demand. 

In addition to the military operations, to which your attention has 
been directed in this report, I beg to present the official reports of Col. 
John H. Moore, marked 10, Col. Burleson's marked 12 and 14, and Lieut. 
Brookshire's of Capt. Bird’s Company of Austin county, marked 11; by 
whieh it will be seen, that in the several actions reported, as in others 
heretofore mentioned, that thé officers and men, under their orders re- 
spectively, have well sustained the high character of the arms of the 
Republic. 

The increasing prosperity of the commercial towns on the coast, re- 
quires immediate measures for the adoption of such a system of defence 
for the present, as will best secure them from sudden attack. 1 would 
therefore recommend the appointment of a competent military Engineer, 
to make the necessary reconnoisances and surveys, and to furnish the 
plans and estimates most suitable for each point which most needs pro- 
tection at this time. Should it be the policy of the Government to estab- 
list a board of Internal Improvement, the topographical surveys, which 
must be made for the information of such board, would be best con- 
ducted under the supervision of the military Engineer, and be made 
equally useful in the defense of the country, and in the creation of the 
works which the convenience or interests of the publie may require. 

The report of the Adjutant-General will exhibit the progress which 
has been made, in the organization of the militia. Complete and satis- 
factory returns have been made from sixteen counties, imperfect returns 
from eight counties, and no returns from seven counties. I have noth- 
ing to suggest in regard to the mode of effecting the organization pointed 
out in your Proclamation. With a proper disposition on the part of 
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those to whom the authority was delegated, and a corresponding inclina- 
tion on the part of the people to carry the law into execution, all the 
returns complete, from all the counties, should have been received many 
months ago. The militia laws are inapplicable to the condition of our 
country. Our sparse population will find it impracticable to comply 
with the requirements of the militia laws as they now stand. A law suit- 
able to the state of the country, should be few in its requirements, and 


Simple in its details. The substitution of such a law, making the or- 


ganization of the regiments and companies of militia harmonize with 
that of the regular force, could be made without disturbing im any wise 
the organization that is now going on. 

The amount of orders for drafts drawn on the Treasury by this De- 
partment, to be disbursed for military purposes, under the heads of the 
various appropriations, as shown in the report of the First Auditor, 
amounts to $334,568 97, of which $277,301 40 have been drawn for the 
current military expenses of this year—the remainder is for services ren- 
dered the year previous. 

The liabilities, or very nearly, for pay for military services for the 
present year, amount to $117,132 52, and is exhibited in the estimate 
of the Paymaster-General; also, those due for services in 1838, amount- 
ing to $98,632, and the amount necessary for the payment of troops for 
the year 1840, amounting to $306,649. 

The estimates of the Quartermaster-General and Commissary General 
of Subsistence, show the requisite sums to be appropriated for the year 
1840, for their departments respectively. 

By reference to the Quartermaster-General’s report, it will be seen 
that $50,000 should be appropriated for the payment of liabilities, on 
account of the Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s departments for the 


year 1838. 
You will remark that the estimates of the Quartermaster’s, Commis- 
sary and Pay departments, are made for twenty companies.— Fifteen 


will compose the frontier regiments of infantry, and five a battalion of 
cavalry ; which the department has received your instructions to raise as 
soon as practicable. 

The force which was assembled at the San Antonio crossing of the 
Navasoto, was organized as a regiment under the command of Col. J. C. 
Neill, and is now on the march against the Indians on the upper Brazos,. 
with instructions, in accordance with your Proclamation of August 24th, 
1839. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

A, SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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(NUMBER 1.) 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 1 
Austin, November 9, 1839. | 


Hon. A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War:— 
Sir,—In consequence of my detention with the troops, ordered to be 
drafted by the President, beyond the time anticipated by my orders, I 


have been unable to furnish the report of this Department at an earlier 
date. The most important Military operation of the year, however, 


having been conducted under your own eye, wil, 1 presume, diminish ` 


any difficulty that might otherwise result from the delay. 

Much embarrassment has been experienced in organizing this Depart- 
ment, in eonsequence of the deranged condition of the records of the 
army, and also, of the officers of the Department being employed for a 
considerable portion of the year on active duty. 

I have the honor to inform you that it is now completely organized, 
and all information required by the different Departments to facilitate 
individuals holding military claims against the Government, or respect- 
ing the present military operations of the country, can be promptly and 
correctly furnished. 

Upon the re-organization of the army, the recruiting service was 
opened under the superintendenee of Lieut. Col. Fisher, of the First 
Regiment of Infantry, and has been successfully continued up to the 
present time. The accompanying General Return marked (A), will 
exhibit the strength and condition of the army. 

Lieut. Col. Fisher having been ordered to the frontier, and retained 
upon it since the opening of the Cherokee campaign, has been unable to 
render his recruiting accounts, in consequence of his separation from 
his vouchers, and from several of the Subalterns who recruited under 
his orders; he will be prepared to settle his accounts at an early day. 

Under the law, approved January 23, 1839, requiring “the printing 
the rules and regulations of the army," a contract was made with Mr. 
'" Sam’l Whiting, for the printing of one thousand copies, for the sum of 
two thousand dollars, which amount has been paid. Mr. Whiting repre- 
sents a loss upon his contract, resulting from an ignorance of the cost of 
labor, incidental to the opening of an establishment in a new country, 
and claims the additional amount of fourteen hundred and fifty dollars, 
as a just compensation for the actual cost of printing. I respectfully 
refer the matter through yourself to the action of Congress. 

Copies of the regulations have been issued to the officers of the army 
as required by the law above quoted. 

Allow me: to call your attention to the necessity of adopting some 
uniform system of tactics for the army and militia. The want -of such 
à work sanctioned by law, and made imperiative upon all 1m the service 
of the Republie, is demonstrated by daily experience, I would respect- 
fully recommend the work compiled for the use of the Militia, by Capt. 
Cooper of the U. S. Àrmy as particularly adapted to our service. 


An authentie work on Martial law, the want of which has hitherto 


been chiefly supplied by the recollection of officers and their high sense 
of justice is also much needed. 
'The organization of the Militia has progressed through the formation 
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of companies in twenty-four counties; in seven counties it is yet incom- 
plete. The accompanying document marked (B) exhibits the condition 
of the Militia under the new organization throughout the Republic, and 
their aggregate strength as far as muster-rolls have been returned. 

The duties of the Adjutant-General of Militia have been performed 
in this Department since the re-organization of the Army. 

The document marked (C), shows the whole number of Militia, 
(volunteers and drafted), which have been called into service during the 
current year, and their respective terms of service. The regiment of 
drafted men is still in the field on the Brasos frontier, and have been 
thus far entirely successful. 

Permit me here to suggest the propriety of substituting the draft for 
the volunteer system in calling the Militia into service. It ensures 
greater promptness, and equalizes the burdens of war over all classes of 
citizens. Experience enables me to say that troops thus brought into 
the field, harmonize better, and feel a st[r]onger interest in the result 
of the campaign, than the floating chivalry which generally compose our 
volunteer corps. 

In all our contests with the enemy, the arms of the Republic have 
been victorious. 

I have the honor to be, 
With high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. McLEOD, 
Adjutant-Gen. 
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GENERAL RETURN OF THE ARMY OF TEXAS, 1839. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Table showing how far the Militia af the Republic of Texas have been organized in accordance with the Proclamation of 
His Excellency, the President, dated, 15th February, 1839. 


No. of Comp. No. of Comp. Number of Beats from which no Number of men in each Gopan: Total No. of men in 
organized ac- organ’d with- muster-rolls have been received. according to muster-rolls and each C'ty as far 
cording to the out forw'ding returns of Officers' election. as ascertained. 
COUNTIES | Proclamation musterrolls to |-———-———————————— ——————————i————————— | 
of Executive. this Dep’nt. 123456789 10 11 12 13 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Austin, 5 55 62 73 55 57 302 
Bastrop, 5 12345 s . 
Bexar, 7 * | 43 54 56 24 63 59 65 364 
Brazoria, 4 123 105 105 
Colorado, 3 39 56 37 132 
Fannin, 2 63 48 111 
Fayette, 2 87 48 135 
Fort Bend, 4 69 60 66 °56 251 
Galveston, 3 2 23 107 107 
Goliad. ] 
Gonzales, 2 1 33 33 
Harrison, 
Harrisburg, : 
Houston, 4 44 77 06 52 239 
Jackson, 2 47 57 104 
Jasper, 6 6 123456 
Jefferson, 3 57 66 68 191 
Liberty, 
Matagorda, 5 3 g 66 60 125 
iam, 1 60 60 
Montgomery, l 7 3 7 84 100 125 81 103 493 
Nacogdoches, 10 42 78 39 110 42 40 80 28 35 39 533 
Refugio, 4 1 71 71 
Red River, 8 8 12345678 
Robertson, 3 ` 59 65 60 173 
zan Augan 7 
an Patricio, 
Sabino, " ae 68 64 70 81 50 d 
Shelby, ` 
Victora, 2 1 2 64 60 84 50110 66 59 64 76 642 
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(Continued from page 15.) 


: RECAPITULATION. 

Number of Counties from which complete muster-rolls have been 

received in the Adjutant-Generals Department,. - - - 16 
Number of Counties from which no muster-rolls have been re- 

ceived, but certificates of the formation of Companies, - - 8-24 
Number of Counties from which no return has been made, - 7 
Number of Companies organized in the twenty-four Counties, - 111 
Aggregate number of men, as per muster-rolls, from the sixteen 

Counties from which muster-rolls have been received, - - 4,620 


H. McLEOD, 
) Adjutant-Gen. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'Ss OFFICE, } 


October 19, 1839. 


DOCUMENT C. 


Showing the number of Volunteers and. Drafted Militia, who have served 
at different periods since the 1st January, 1839, to the 30th October, 
1839. Rank, the nature, and actual time of service. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
October 16, 1839. 


H. McLzop 


Adqutant-Gen, 
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NUMBER 2. 


Pay DEPARTMENT, 1 
Austin, October 21, 1839. $ 


Sir,—I have the honor herewith to transmit a statement of the 
operations of the Pay Department from the 23d day of January to the 
30th day of September, 1839. 

From the statement it will be seen that the funds received by this 
Department to the 30th September, for the payment of the regular 
troops, Edi: and militia, together with the unexpended balance, 
amounts to $115,396 00. 

The duty and responsibility of this Department have been heavy, in 
consequence of having to pay a large body of militia and volunteers, 
called into service by Maj. General Rusk, in the year 1838. 

Pay-master B. B. Sturges having failed to render his accounts quar- 
terly, (as the regulations of the army require), the amount against this 
Department appears much greater than it really is. His accounts have 
since been received, and the disbursements made correctly. 

The funds advanced to Capt S. W. Jordan of the army, by the War 
Department, have been expended and accounted for to this Department. 
Yet, the receipts being informal, cannot be returned to the Accounting 
Officers until the next regular settlement. 

I have also the honor to submit an estimate for funds required to pay 
the balance of the militia under command of Gen. Rusk, in 1838—for 
the Rangers raised for the protection of the frontier in different sec- 
tions—for the forces engaged in the campaign against the Cherokees in 
1839, and for the regular army for the year 1840. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your ob't servant, . 
J. '"SNIVELY, 
Pay-master Gen. 
To THE Hon A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War. 


' ESTIMATE 


Of funds required. for the payment of the Militia under command of 
Gen. K. H. Douglass, in the Cherokee campaign of 1839. 


General Staff, -  - - - $1,600 
Field and Staff, Col. Buses a - - 8,110 
Capt. R. W. Smith's company, - - - 1,400 
Sanchez, - - - - 840 

»  Vansickle's M Mie - - - 1,850 

?  Berrys - - - - 1,250 

7" Tipp? id - - - - 800 

7 A. Jordan's d - - - - 2,100 

? Kimbros - - - - - 1,710 


?  Todd's id - - - - 2.100 
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7 English's a 1 
7? McKinnie's e | 
»  Inman's 4 } 4,250 
2  Harrison's ii | 
Col. Landrum’s Field and Staff, J 


$21,000 00 


I certify that the above estimate is founded on the best data, as to 
the actual number of troops, to be obtained, and is an accurate and 
true estimate. 

J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-master-Gen. 


rr 


ESTIMATE 


Of funds required for the payment of the Rangers, for services rendered 
on the Red River fromtier, in 1838 and 1839. 


Field and Staff, - - - - 7 - $38,100 
Capt. W. Journey's Company, - - - - 6,900 
W. K. Roberts - " - - - = 390 

7? J. Harts Re - - - - 1,300 
”  R. Sloan’s íi - - - - 8,209 
2 J. StifPs PS - - - - 354 
Lieut. J. P. Simpson's ” - - - - 350 


$15,643 00 


I certify that the above estimate is founded on the best data as to the 
actual number of troops, to be obtained, and is an accurate and true 


estimate. 
J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-master-Gen. 


ESTIMATE 


Of funds required for the payment of the Militia under command of 
Brig. Gen. Dyer, for services rendered in 1838 and 1839. 


General Staff, - - - - - - - $2,320 
Field and Staff, - - -- - 4,280 
Capt. J. E. Hopkins’ Company, - - - 8,000 
>? J. Birdwell’s T - > - 11440 
? Gillan's di - - - - 7,600 
7? W. Skarlock’s " - - - - 7,100 
" R.S.Hamiltons ” - - - - 6,300 
2  W. Edmonson's T - = - - 6,400 
" J. S. Oraddock's ” - - - - 5,900 


$49,940 00 


I certify that the above estimate is founded on the best data, as to the 
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actual number of troops, to be obtained, and is an accurate and true 

estimate. 
' J. SNIVELY, 

Pay-master-Gen. 


ESTIMATE 
Of funds required. for the payment of the Rangers for the present year, 
1839, 


Field and Staff, - - - $2,450 
Capt. Emberson’ s, 6 months, Red River, - 9,500 
? Smith and Box’ s, Nacogdoches and 
Houston, - - - - - 7,000 
Capt. Erath’ S, Milam, - - - - 4,480 
J. D. Mathew’s, R. County, - - - 4,500 
? M. Andrews’, Lagrange, -- - - 2,825 
1 ? Eastland's, - - - - 2,400 
, ?" S. Adams”, H. County - - - - 76820 
? M. Caldwell's, Gonzales, - - - 4,572 
? N. Doyles, R. County, - - - 4,500 
i 2  Birg’s, Fort: Bend, - - - - 2,964 
: 2  Smithwick's, Bastrop,  - - - - 2,225 


$55,186 00 
I certify that the above estimate is founded on the best data, as to the 


po. actual number of troops, to be obtained, and is an accurate and true 
estimate. » 
J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-master-Gen. 


en eee 


ESTIMATE 


Of funds required to complete the payment of the Militia under com- 
mand of General T. J. Rusk, in the fall of 1838, and beginning of 


1839. 
Capt. J. Todd’s Company, - = = - $190 
W. C. Brookfield’s do, - - - 290 
> J. F. Timmon’s - 2,055 
5» o» > do. August "38 - 212 
2 Alex. Horton’s do, ” - ` 825 
" W. P. Wyche's do, (claims pay 
for three months—only fifteen days in the. 
field), - - - - - - 8,929 
Capt. J. Ferguson's Company, - - = - 25300 
D. Land's - - - - 514 
” — Applegate's ” - - - - 300 
" Gams ” - - - - 1,100 
"7  Sadler's » - c - -. 200 


| 
i 
t 
| 
| 
| 


2 Hanks! » - - - - 900 
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Maj. L. M. Mabbit/s Uo - - - 5050 

Capt. Hooper's EE NS -I- 953 

Capt. A. Jordan's id - - - - 600 

? Haleys - Po 400 

Amount due on last payment, - - - - 6,830 

Cols. Landrum and Davis Staff Rolls, - - 8,540 
$33,049 00 


I certify that the above estimate is founded on the best data, as to the 
actual number of troops, to be obtained, and is an accurate and true 
estimate. 

J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-master-Gen. 


A ia 


ESTIMATE 
Of funds required for the payment of the Regular "m for ihe year 
1840 


Field and General Staff, - - - - - 61,239 
Fifteen Companies Infantry, Officers 
included, - - - - - 193,410 
Five Companies Cavalry, Officers 
included, - - - - ~ = = 52,000. 
Total, $306,649 00 


I certify that the above estimate will be required to pay the army, if a 
corresponding number of troops are mustered into service. 
J. SNIVELY, 


Pay-master-Gen. 
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i STATEMENT 


Of monies recewed from the Treasury, by order of the Secretary of War, for the payment of the Regular Army and: Militia, 
to include the 30th September, 1839. 


AMOUNT OF FUNDS DRAWN FROM 28D JANUARY, TO 80TH SEPTEMBER, 1889. 


BY WHOM EXPENDED. REMARES. 
REGULAR COL KARNES' AMOUNT TOTAL AM'T BALANCE 
ARMY ' MILITIA REG'NT. EXPENDED. RECEIVED ON HAND. 
Charles Mason, 16,431 1,664 62 169 00 1,833 62 1,833 90 f 28 [983 51 
B. B. Sturges, 16,431 32 2,463 12 18,894 44 39,329 60 20,435 16 Accounted for $15,- 
J. Snively, 9,638 08 42,342 54 13,893 48 65,874 10 68,695 00 2,820 00 Vouchers on hand i 
m S. W. Jordan, 5,537 50 5,537 50 subsequent to Septem- 
ber 30th, amount to 
$2,377 53. 
26,069 40 46,470 28 14,062 48 86,602 16 115,396 00 28,793 84 
Pay-MASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, . . J. SNIVELY, 
i October 21, 1839. * : Pay-master-General. 
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NUMBER 3. 
ANNUAL ESTIMATE 
Of the funds required for the Subsistence Department for the year 1840. 


. Amount. 

Pork or Bacon, 47,454. lbs. - - - - $18,981 60 
Beef, . 2 . 009,082 ? —— - - - 55,962 20 
Flour, . : : 72 bbls. - - - - 2,520 00 
Corn-Meal, . i 3,148 bush. - - - `- 18,888 00 
Soap, . ; . 20,247 lbs. - .- - = 8,098 80 
Salt, .  .' . 317 bush. - - - - 1,268 00 
Vinegar, : i 5,062 gals. - - - - 6,327 50 
Peas or Beans, 632 bush. - - - - 3,160 00 
Rice, . . ^ . 25,309 lbs. - - - - 6,327 25 
Coffee, . . . . 26,247 "7 - = - - 11,811 15 
Sugar, . .  . 40,494 ” - - - - 15,363 02 

RECAPITULATION. 
Pork or Bacon, - - - - - $18,981 60 
Beef, THE MU T 55,363 20 
Flour, - JEN - - - - 2,520 
Corn-Meal, -  - - - - - 18,888 
Soap, '- - - - - - - 8,098 80 
Salt, - - - - - - 1,268 
Vinegar, - - - - - - 6,327 50 
Peas or Beans,  - - = = - 3,160 
Rice, - - - - - - - 6,327 25 
Coffee, - - - - - - 11,811 15 
Sugar, - - - - - - - 15,863 02 


B Total estimate, 


93 


- = = = $148,108 52 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 


Austin, Nov. 13, 1839. 


] 
j 


I certify that the above is a correct estimate of the funds required by 
this Department for the subsistence of fifteen companies of Infantry, 


five of Cavalry, and-the General Staff of 


Commissary-Gen. of Subsistence. 


———— 


s NUMBER 


the Army for the year 1848. 


WM. L. CAZNEAU. 


4, 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 


Austin, October 30, 1839. 


: 


| 


Sir,— In conformity with your instructions, I have the honor to pre- 
sent a statement of the expenditures of the. Quartermaster's and Sub- 
sistence Departments for the first, second and third quarters of the 


present year. 
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Amount of payments made on account of the Quarter- 
masters and Subsistence Departments for the first 


quarter of 1839, ending 31st March, - - - - $7,919 55 
Second quarter of 1839, ending 30th June, - - - 91,588 97 
Third Ee c Me um T 30th Sept, -  - - 717,280 73 


' : $176,739 25 
Balance on hand 30th September to be accounted for in 
next quarter, - - - - - - - - 7,994 25 


$184,733 50 


From the above amount of $176,739 25 there has been deducted 
through the Pay Department the following amount for horses and 
equipments, furnished the Volunteer corps by the Quartermaster's De- 
partment, viz: ` 
From Capt. Ownsby's Co. of Volunteers, $4,910 

i ? Lewis E a pe 6,358 $11,268 00 
And there remains to be deducted, when the 

balance of the Volunteers troops are paid 


off, viz: 
From Capt. Lewis & Ownsby's Co's. 2,354 
” Lieut. W. G. Evans’ Detachment, 3,110 ” 
2 Capt. R. Ross’ Command, 11,569 
” Sundry Officers for horses and - 
equipments, - - - - - - 41,821 50 18,854 50 


$30,122 50 


Which deducted from $176,739 25 leaves a balance of one hundred 
and forty-six thousand six hundred and sixteen dollars and seventy 
cents, being the amount of expenditures through the Quartermaster’s 
and Subsistence Departments for the first, second and third quarters of 
the year 1839. Of this amount, three thousand nine hundred and 
forty-one dollars have been paid out of the appropriation of one hundred 
thousand dollars for Gen. Rusk’s campaign against the Cherokees in the 
fall of 1838. Six thousand four hundred and eighty-two dollars and 
thirty-three cents, expended for the Houston county Rangers, (the ap- 
propriation of five thousand dollars not being sufficient, one thousand 
four hundred and eighty-two dollars and thirty-three cents of which was 
paid out of the million appropriation), three thousand eight hundred 
and forty-five dollars for Gonzales county Rangers, and the balance out 
of the appropriation of one million of dollars for the protection of the 
frontier. l 

The low state of our currency, and the frequent scarcity in our markets 
at times, when supplies were much needed by the army, have caused a 
much larger expenditure for the Quartermasters and” Subsistence De- 
partments than was anticipated. 

The appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars for defraying the 
expenses of Gen. Rusk’s campaign against the Cherokees in the fall of 
1838 has been expended, and there yet remains unpaid as nearly as at 
present can be ascertained, about fifty thousand dollars. I respectfully 
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suggest the propriety of recommending to Congress an appropriation of 
that amount for the purpose of liquidating those claims. 

I would, with your approbation, recommend the erection of store- 
rooms for Quartermasters’, Subsistence and Purchasing Departments at 
the principal Military Dépóts,—the rent of store-rooms and the charges 
for storage of army supplies have heretofore been a very heavy expense. 
I think the necessary buildings could be erected for an amount not ex- 
ceeding eight thousand. dollars. 

The appointment of Sutlers to the army I conceive to be very neces- 
sary, the troops being stationed principally on the frontier, have suf- 
fered much for the want of many necessary articles which are not fur- 
nished them by the Government; I respectfully recommend the appoint- 
ment of proper persons for that duty. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
3: WM. G. COOK, 
| Qr. Master-Gen. T. A. 
To THE Hon. A, SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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(Continued from page 27.) , 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES. , = RECAPITULATION. 

Rent of quarters, $6,000 00 Fuel, $11,178 00 
" of store-rooms, 6,000 00 Forage, 27,450 00 
Forage and subsistence for detached parties, 2,000 00 Stationery, ! 1,647 75 
Pay, &c of express riders, 1,500 00 'Transportation of army, ‘ 5, 000,00 
Extra labor, 1,000 00 Officers and baggage, 5,000 00 
Apprehending deserters, 1,000 00 Subsistence, 15,000 00 
Shoeing horses, 3,000 00 Ordnance and Ordnance stores, 10,000 00 
Repairing wagons, &c. &c. 1,500 00 Clothing, &c, i - 5,000 00 
Contingent expenses, iat 22,000 00 

Gl M QC LE - $22,000 00 _ n Cd RN eed $102,275 75 


* 


QUARTER-MASTER’S DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, October 28th, 1839. 


I certify that the above is a correct estimate of funds required in this department for fifteen companies of Infantry, five of Cavalry, . 
and the general staff of the Army for the year 1840. 


WM. G. COOKE, > ; 
Quarter-Master-Gen. 
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NUMBER 5. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, |] 
Houston, Oct. 18, 1839. $ 


To the Hon, A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War:— 


Sir,—In presenting you with the usual report from this Depart- 
ment, 1 must ask your indulgence in taking a review of the past, as 
well as recommend the course of action for the future. 

The operations of the mechanical part of the Ordnance, commenced 
in the early part of the year 1838 in a common blacksmith's shop, 
within the precincts of the city of Houston, with the material only of 
such arms as had been taken from the enemy and others thrown aside 
as useless, and turned over by men whose term of service had expired. 

The Government, not having men to spare from the line, the artifi- 
cers were hired from amongst the citizens, which course has necessarily 
been continued; this is, therefore, one great cause of the apparent 
large amounts required for this Department.—Another difficulty has 
impeded the operations of the workmen, which was, the total want of 
machinery, until a few weeks past, when we were enabled to procure 
suffieient to use the polishing wheels by the application of horse power. 
The character of the persons employed, frequently retarded our prog- 
ress, as they would exercise their right of leaving their employment at 
wil, and by that means, almost stop entirely the operations of the 
shops. One link removed from the chain, renders it useless and a weak 
substitute cannot restore the lost strength. At the time above alluded 
to, in which the repairs upon muskets &c. were made at the dépót in 
this city, the rented buildings, (the best that could be procured) were 
in such a dilapidated state that upon the occurrence of severe storms, 
or during winter weather, the arms were almost entirely exposed to 
injury, indeed, all those that had been recovered from apparent loss, 
(about six hundred in number), were again rendered entirely unfit for 
service. The present buildings occupied as the Arsenal, and originally 
intended for the use of the Quartermaster-General, were turned over 
to the Ordnance Department. The number injured ‘by the exposure 
alluded to, were then again put in good order, including which, up- 
wards of eight hundred anp fifty muskets, exclusive of rifles, yagers 
and sabres, have been issued from the arms remaining after the cam- 
paign of 1836. 

However cheering this statement may seem, and based upon the re- 
turns in the Department of War, it will be seen by reference to my 
report, dated 20th December, 1838, that the buildings were yet defi- 
cient in compass and secürity, and under date of the 22d of the same 
month, estimates were presented of the cost for the necessary build- 
ings. It is to be regretted that circumstances, not under the control 
of the Government, should have caused this Department to remain, 
with little exception, in the same situation, as it still labors under the 
disadvantage and loss incidental to the exposure of the work-shops and 
out-buildings. 

One of the brass pieces of artillery brought from the United States 
by Gen.'Green, has been inspected and condemned, the other remains 
on the frontier. 'The former was cut off, and furnished the Arsenal 


+ 
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with one eprovette and balls, also, with a brass reflector for the pur- 
ose of examining the bore of Ordnance pieces. The “Twin-sisters” 
and other Ordnance remain as given by the last Ordnance report, and 
will be housed so soon as contracts can be made for the erection of 
some sheds. The propositions now sent in are too extravagant, and 
bear the character of imposition upon the Government. 

I would here, sir, most respectfully, but emphatically press upon 
the consideration of the Hon. Secretary of War, the economy of em- 
ploying enlisted men as artificers. A glance at the difference between 
the pay of the artificers enlisted, and the wages of the citizen now 
employed, will be a sufficient excuse for my presenting this subject 
again to your consideration. 

My report dated 28th March, exhibits the examination of Colts 
patent rifle, with my reasons for rejecting that arm,—with a notice 
of Cochran, Baron Hackett and others. The same communication 
contains an intimation of the efficiency of rockets to be employed 
against the Indians, particularly, and the necessity of fixed ammunition 
for our artilery. The establishment of a Laboratory will be the neces- 
sary consequence of their adoption. 

So soon as the muskets arrive from the United States, new cart- 
- ridges will be made to-suit their calibre, composed of the egg-shaped 
buek-shot without the balls, and after: sufficient trial the result re- 
ported. That of án experiment heretofore made, is already in the 
Department of War. I cannot forego the opportunity of expressing 
my firm adherence to the arm still manufactured in the Armories of 
the United States in preference to the patent arms of the day, or the 
rejection of flint and steel. 

The munitions of war already ordered, will, upon their arrival, place 
the Government'on a respectable footing, but a large supply of all will 
be required, as soon as arrangements can be made for their purchase, 
as we have no arsenal of construction, and that for repairs on a limited 
scale. 

The duties of the Engineer Department having been assigned to 
this by the former administration, they were performed, and partially 
so under the present, although without general orders to that effect. 
You will, therefore, attribute my exhibition of plans, &c., for the erec- 
tion of a national armory at the city of Austin, (or wherever may be 
determined by Congress), with estimates, to the proper motive, namely: 
an anxious desire to facilitate the prosperity of the Department and 
the Republic. They will be forwarded as soon as completed, and the 
necessary information obtained as to the cost of buildings with stone. 

By a rough calculation, the cost of an Armory of construction, such 
as wil ultimately be required, consisting of the work-shops, (with 
Steam power if erected at the city of Austin), the necessary buildings, 
as a place of arms, artillery sheds, laboratory, magazine, quarters for 
officers and men, hospital, fire engine, stables and other out-houses, will 
cost at least one million five hundred thousand dollars. 'The immedi- 
ate buildings, however, required, will be the magazine, a work-shop, 
and a place of arms, with temporary sheds for artillerv, and temporary 
quarters. Its location should be some distance from the city, and at 
least ten acres of ground laid out near some stream, by which the 
engine can be supplied with water. 
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The magazine at this post is finished, and will be serviceable as a 
dépót; the place of arms, also, will be equally useful. The necessary 
additions before mentioned, (including quarters for enlisted men, 
should they be employed), will be erected with a due regard to economy 
and security, so soon as a fair contract can be had. 

A report upon mountain and light artillery is nearly completed, and 
will be forwarded without unnecessary delay. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most ob't serv't, 
GEO. W. HOCKLEY, 
Col. of Ordnance. 


I certify that the above is a true copy of the original. 
T. GALES FOSTER, 


Chief CVk War Department. 


The sum disbursed by the Ordnance Department for various pur- 
poses, amounts to $17,637 20, for which vouchers have been rendered 
to the First Auditor. 


NUMBER 6. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
Shewing the number of the Several Bounty Land Certificates, with the total amount thereof, to the 30th September, 1839. 


Issued in accordance with an act passed the 27th October, 1837. 
Number Denomination ER ges Number Denomination e E Number Denomination ER n or oai 
of Claims. |. of Claims. denomination. of Claims. of Claims. denomination. of Claims. of Claims. denomination. 
2 160 320 | 1 160 ^. 160 178 320 56,960 
336 ) 320 126,080 1,435 320 459,200 i 94 ' 640 60,160 
. 2 420 840 27 480 12,960 2 480 N 960 
127 480 60,960 566 640 362,240 30 960 28,800 
282 640 180,480 116 960 111,360 143 1,280 183,040 
53 800 42, 400 1 1,600 1,600 50 1,920 96,000 
137 960 131,520 792 1,280 1,013,760 
8 1,120 8,960 95 1,920 182,400 
349 1,280 446,840 
5 1,920 9,600 
E gn in 
Total No. of acres from which Total No. of acres for which Total No. of acres for which 
Certificates were issued in Certificates were issued in , Certificates were issued up , 
MM 1,007,900 1888, = = - = = = = = m - 2,148,680 to 30th Sept. 1839, - - - - - 425,920 
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P (Continued from page 32.) 
RECAPITULATION. 
Grand total of acres for 
o which certificates are 
Date of issuing. Anti iss'd. S up to date of re- 
por 
From October 27th to December 31st 1837, 1,007,900. 
From January ist ta December 31st 1838, -| 2,143,680. 
From January 1st to September 30th 1839, - 425,920. Total - - 3,577,500. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Report of the donation land issued in the years 1888 and 1839, with 


the number of certificates and grand total. . 


No. of Claims. No. of acres. Year. Total for each year. Grand total. 
707 640 1838 450,560. 
212 640 1839 i 135,680. 536,240. 


NUMBER 7 


War DEPARTMENT, 
City of Houston, Feb. 14th, 1839. 


To Martin Lacy, Esq., 


SIR., 
ability, the President has been pleased to appoint you agent, to act as 
the organ of communication between this government and the Chero- 
kees, Shawnees, and other Indian tribes. You will, therefore, dili- 
gently discharge the duties which may devolve on you, as such, which 
will be required of you, from time to time, as the public good may 
demand. The special object of your appointment at this time, is to 
cultivate and preserve the friendly relations existing between the fron- 
tier inhabitants of Texas, and the Indian tribes,—Cherokees, Shawnees, 
&c., which have emigrated from the United States to Texas,—but whose 
claim to territory, or even to occupancy, has not yet been recognized, 
and is now a subject of grave deliberation on the part of the Texian 
Government. You will therefore, perceive the importance,. pending 
the consideration of the question, of maintaining a good understanding 
between them and us. Any aggressive movement, or meditated hostil- 
iby on either side, will be promptly made known by you to this Gov- 
ernment. The chiefs should be made sensible, in your talk with them, 
of the value of a pacific course on their part, and the determination of 
the Executive to restrain the whites from the commission of any acts 
of violence or interference.— The atrocious conduct of the Indians of 
ihe prairies, precludes the idea of any adjustment with them, until 
ample satisfaction shall have been obtained for the destruction of our 
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` slaughtered citizens. The Cherokees, and other friendly tribes, cannot 
better evince their friendly intentions, than by prohibiting any inter- 
course with them, and you will demand it of them to adopt this 
course,—such manifestations will be properly appreciated. It is not 
intended to prevent the employment of such of them as will enable 
you to procure information of the movements of the hostile Indians. 
Your extensive knowledge of the Indian character, makes it unneces- 
sary to give more than general instructions —Great confidence is Te- 
posed in your discretion and management, which the President trusts 
will be exerted for the publie benefit. 
Very respectfully, 


Your ob/t servant. 


——— 


NUMBER 8 


Extract from the report of Gen. K. H. Douglass, to the Secretary of 
War, relative to the late Cherokee campaign. 


The whole force was immediately put in motion, in the order that 
has been detailed to you in my report of the 16th, having at the same 
time despatched an Indian, who came into camp with Mr. Mayfield, 
with the foregoing requisition of the commissioners, the same having 
been fully explained to him. The enemy were engaged, on the 15th, 
about sixteen miles from camp Johnson, from whence we marched 
about half past one o’clock, P. M. 

On the morning of the sixteenth, the two regiments, under the 
command: of Rusk and Burleson, at 10 o’clock P. M., took up the 
line of march from camp Carter, and pursued the trail of the Indians 
from the battle ground of the previous evening. The effective force of 
the two regiments this morning, amounted to about five hundred, an 
escort having been sent with the wounded. to Debards (now Fort 
Lamar), and many, others upon detached service. Col. Landrum, not 
having reached head-quarters the evening previous, orders were de- 
spatched to -him to continue his march up to the east side of the 
Neches, which it was understood he had crossed, and joined the main 
body on its march in the direction of Harris’. We had proceeded on 
the march, moving by the heads of regiments—Burleson on the right, 
and Rusk on the left—about five miles, when we were met by Mr. 
Noblitt, one of the spies who had been despatched by Col. Carter, cap- 
tain of the spy company, to inform us they had discovered the enemy's 
spies a short distance in advance. .To provide against every contin- 
gency, and not have the march of our forces impeded, unless engaged 
by the body of the enemy, the following order of battle was immedi- 
ately adopted. “Burleson, with one battalion of his command, was 
ordered to move forward and sustain the spy company, in the event 
the enemy made a stand; and Rusk, with one battalion of his regi- 
ment, to move up and sustain, in a like manner, Burleson, and the 
Spy company, ift the enemy engaged and made a stand against them,— 
one battalion of each regiment to be kept in reserve, to act as occasion 
might require." This order communicated to the command, the whole 
force advanced, Burleson briskly detaching and leading the two regu- 


* 


s 
gak * à A ES A E PS 
pm z N 
A A D a ra 


AITANA AA 
Vei ag ante 


AA 
wore c 
XA 


bom] E. ii «X 
> - eq ovile at tbe Muros ste D 


4 
q. po e ree 
t wed 


ee 


Da ada tee rotten 


a eam et ne A 


A spe NO r.i Hes o -- 
' 


104 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


lar companies of his regiment, commanded by Capt's Jordan and 
Howard, to the brow of the hill, overlooking the ravine in which the 
enemy formed, and prepared to dismount his men for action ; at which 
time, a detachment of the Indians had engaged the spy company, and 
commenced firing upon his men before they had dismounted, wound- 
ing seven horses and killing one man. They were soon repulsed by 
Col. Burleson and the spy company, and took refuge in the ravine to 
the left, where the main body of the Indians were. The position the 
enemy occupied was a very favorable one for defence: they occupying 
a ravine and thicket, and our troops having to advance upon them . 
through open woods, and down a considerable hill. Gen. Rusk, at this 
juncture of the action, formed his regiment to the front, and moved 
up in quick time, leading Capt’s Tipp’s and Todd’s companies to the 
aid of Burleson and the spy company, and occupied the point of the 
hill, on both sides of the road, where the action became general; the 
enemy directing a heavy fire from the ravine; about which time, Lieut. 
Col. James Smith arrived upon the ground, with the 1st. battalion of 
Rusk's regiment, Capt. R. W. Smith on the right, and Capt. Madison 
Smith on “the left, and formed in good order on the left;—Col. Burle- 
son, in the mean time, having obliqued to the left, and engaged the 
exireme right of the Indians, Lieut. Col. Woodlief, with the two vol- 
unteer companies under Capt's Lewis and Ownsby, had been ordered 
to deploy and form upon the extreme right; which order was promptly 
obeyed,—the men were brought up in good order, and formed directly 
on the right, Rusk occupying the centre; in which order a brisk fire 
was kept up for about an hour and a half, and returned with spirit 
and animation by our men, who continued to advance upon the enemy 
until a concerted signal of a charge was given, and promptly obeyed, 
driving the enemy from their strong hold, causing them to abandon 
the whole ground, and precipitately retreat into a dense thicket and 
swamp, in the bottom of the Neches, about a half mile from where the 
enemy were first engaged—which was in like manner charged by the 
whole line, Lieut. Col, Woodlief leading the right, Rusk the centre, 
and Burleson the left.— The enemy having made no stand in the bot- 
tom and swamp, our "force was halted and ordered to collect the 
wounded, and form on the high ground. Capt. Jordan was wounded 
in the commencement of the action, and commanded his men while 
lying on the ground. Dr. S. Booker, the surgeon of his regiment, þe- 
ing near him at the time, and who, together with surgeons Brown and 
Sowers, were with their respective regimeuts throughout the hottest 
of the action. During the advance upon the Indians, Capt. Madison 
Smith was badly wounded, and the command devolved upon Lieut. 
Corbin. The action lasted one hour and a half, and was contested 
severely, every period of the time, by the Indians, who clearly mani- 
fested they aimed at a victory,—their leaders were frequently heard 
urging them to a charge.—Recent developments have convinced the 
eommanding General that the force which engaged us on that day, was 
not less than seven or eight hundred. Rusk and Burleson behaved with 
that gallantry and coolness, that has so often distinguished them on 
the field of battle in Texas. Lieut. Cols Woodlief and James Smith, 
behaved handsomely, and lead their commands gallantly into action, 
obeying cireumspectly, all orders, and maintaining their respective po- 
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sitions. The Brigadier-General cannot invoke too earnestly, the thanks 
of the country to those officers and men who participated in this ac- 
tion, for the bravery and determination they displayed. Those who 
were in the action, whose fortune has thrown them heretofore, amidst 
the strife and din of arms, admit it to have been amongst the hardest 
contested battles of the country. The enemy suffered severely—their 
own report is a loss of one hundred killed and wounded—amongst their 
slain, left on the field, was their arch-chief, and the long dreaded 
Mexican ally, Col. Bowles. Our ‘loss was two killed, and thirty 
wounded—three mortally. Maj. H. W. Augustine, Jno. S. Thompson 
and Jno. Ewing, (the latter since dead.)  Herewith. are transmitted, 
copies of the reports of the surgeons of the killed and wounded. 

The Brigadier General returns his thanks, for the promptness with 
which his orders were delivered throughout the line, by the respective 
staff officers on the fiela——Adj't Gen. McLeod, Brigade Major Snively, 
volunteer aids Col’s. Davis and Mabbitt, Major Sturgess and Capt’s. 
Milroy and Pillows. Important benefits are likewise acknowledged to 
have been derived from the active exertions of the Secretary of War 
and Vice-President, who were in the field in hoth engagements, and 
behaved in such a manner as reflected great credit upon themselves. 

On the 17th, the army was put in motion, litters having’ been pre- 
pared to convey the wounded, and we marched across the Neches, at 
the encampment the Indians had occupied, and abandoned the day 
previous, and encamped on its banks preparatory to sending the 
wounded back under an escort. 

On the morning of the.18th, Capt. Todd, with 80 men, was de- 
tached as an escort to fort Lamar with the wounded. This day the 
army moved forward two miles, to good water, and sent out scouts— 
waited to be joined by Col. Landrum, and for the return of Capt. 
Todd. The two succeeding days we camped on the same branch. On 
the evening of the 20th, we were joined by Col. Landrum’s command. 
On the morning of the 21st, Capt. Todd having returned, the whole 
command was ordered to take up the line of march. The trail of the 
Indians bore westward to the head waters oí the Sabine, which was 
followed, and brought us about 4 o'clock in the evening, to some In- 
dian huts and cornfields. Several villages, and several hundred acres 
of corn were discovered,—we encamped at one of them--destroved 
their houses and cut down their corn. On the 22d we again took the 
trail, which brought us, in a few miles ride, to several more villages, 
and yet more extensive corn fields and improvements,—here we en- 
camped—burnt the houses, and cut down the corn. 

. On the morning of the 23d, the army was again marched, pursuing 
on the retreat of the enemy;—we passed and destroyed during the 
day, on the march, several villages, and much corn. In the afternoon 
of this day, the spies brought in intelligence that an Indian encamp- 
ment, with signs of a force being there, was discovered in advance. 
The lines were thrown into battle order, and moved upon their encamp- 
ment—it had been hastily abandoned—they left a yoke of oxen, some 
tools, peltries and other plunder,—encamped at a lake; the scouts, who 
had been sent below, in the vicinity of Harris’, reported much Indian 
sign to exist in that quarter—captured a horse and killed the Indian. 
At this point the scouts reported the trails to scatter, and no fresh 
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signs discovered in advance, which rendered it advisable that the army 
should move in a direction, and in such a manner as not to leave the 
force embodied in the rear. 

On the morning of the 24th, the army was ordered to move in the 
direction of Harris”.—On its march, this day, we were joined by Capt. 
Kimbro's company of 80 volunteers, from San Augustine, which had 
promptly obeyed the orders of the Commanding General, which met 
and were handed to him at Joseph Dursts”, directing the commanding 
officer of the San Augustine volunteers to march in the direction of 
Shawnee town, and demand of the Shawnees, an unconditional submis- 
sion to the terms of the Government, that was the surrender of their 
Gun-locks,. &c.; otherwise, to attack them. The disposition of the 
Shawnees was not precisely known, until Capt. Kimbro, with his brave 
company, presented themselves, and made known to them the terms 
and requisitions of the Government. Capt. Kimbro, W. C. Duffield, 
Esq., and others, explained to them the orders of the Government— 
received from them. their gun locks, as an earnest of their friendly 


- disposition, and, with that promptness that may ever characterise the 


soldier, battling in the cause of his country, repaired to head-quarters, 
to receive and execute the orders of his country. Other companies, 
under Capt’s. Berry and Hamilton, volunteers from San Augustine, 
were on the march-to report themselves to the Commanding General, 
for the service of the country; but the return of the troops, with orders 
to be disbanded, debarred them from further evincing that zeal and 
devotion to the cause of. our common country, which has ever distin- 
guished them, On the night of this day, we encamped at a beautiful 
lake, which was called lake Burleson, above Harris’, and despatched on 
the morning of the 25th scouts, in every direction, to ascertain if there 
were any recent trails of an enemy. All concurred in the.general opin- 
ion that the enemy had outstripped us; were scattered and divided, 
and that further pursuit would be unavailing, so far as overtaking the 
enemy was concerned. Accordingly, on the evening of the 25th, orders 
were issued in conformity to the directions of the Secretary of War, 
to the commandants of the several volunteer regiments, to march the 
troops under their command, by different routes home, and muster them 


: out of service. 


During this short, but active campaign, we marched over the greater 
part of the much-talked of Indian territory, which, in point of richness 
of soil and the beauty of situation, water, and productiveness, will vie 
with the best portions of our country. The Indians, consisting of 
Cherokees, Delawares, Shawnees, Caddoes, Kickapoos, Boloxies, Creeks, 
Ouchies, Muscogees, and some Seminoles, had established, during the 
past spring and summer, many villages, and cleared and planted ex- 
tensive fields of corn, beans, peas, &c., preparing evidently for an effi- 
cient co-operation with the Mexicans in a war against this country. 
Their plans, however, have not been suffered to mature—they have been 
precipitately driven from the country, and compelled to abandon their 
homes, and corn-fields, their means of subsistence, together with a large 
portion of their cattle and other property. 

From the number of habitations discovered and destroyed, I am of 
the opinion that they could not have had less than one thousand war- 
riors, and the corn-fields destroyed, and the cattle driven off, would 
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have been ample subsistence for them and a Mexican force, twelve 
months, Say one thousand of these were warriors, and had their plans 
been put into execution, what evils might they have not inflicted upon 
the country? With the measures that are being adopted by the War 
Department for the establishment of a cordon of posts upon this fron- 
tier, permit me, in conclusion, to remark, that an expedition of one 
thousand men, who shall pass up the Sabine, and thence across to the 
Trinity and Brasos, and destroy in their march the villages and corn 
of the Indians in that quarter, will not only give us peace from the 
Indians, but quietness from Mexico, who only look to our Indian neigh- 
bors as a means of annoyance to us. 
Respectfully submitted 


By order of 
, .K. H. DOUGLASS. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD, Brig. Gen. Com g. 
Aid-de-camp. 
NUMBER 9. 


Treaty with the Shawnee Indians, held at Nacogdoches on the 
2nd day of August, 1839. 


NACOGDOCHES, 2d August, A. D. 1839. 


Be it known to all men, that on this day, the day above written, the 
undersigned, Commissioners on the part of the Government of Texas, 
having met at Nacogdoches Hlena, Pecan and Green-Grass the chiefs 
and head men of the Shawnee tribe of Indians, living within the territory 
of Texas, have agreed to and concluded upon the following friendly 
compact with the said chiefs and head men, to wit:— 

Art, Ist. It is agreed and stipulated between the parties, that the 
said Shawnee tribe of Indians will return from whence they came, and 
depart in peace from their brethren and the territory of Texas. 

ART. 2d. It is stipulated and agreed, in consideration thereof, that 
the commissioners will. pay to the said Shawnees a full and just com- 
pensation for their improvements, crops, and all such property as they 
may have to leave, through necessity or choice; the price and valua- 
tion to be determined by appraisers appointed for that purpose, and 
the payments to be made in goods and cash, in such a manner and in 
such proportions as may hereafter be determined on by the parties. 

ART. 3d. It is agreed, that the removal of the said Shawnees shall 
take place as early as the necessary arrangements can be made therefor, 
the government of Texas stipulating to furnish supplies and transpor- 
tation to destitute families. 

ART. 4th. It is also stipulated, that as soon as the valuation of their. 
property is effected, that the goods they may wish to receive will be 
paid to them, and for which the commissioners will issue the necessary 
orders, and the money that may be due will be paid when they are 
ready to remove. 

ART. 5th. It is stipulated that the said Shawnees shall be escorted 
out of the country (in order to protect their persons and property) by 
such a force as the commissioners may direct. They shall have an in- 
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terpreter, to communicate their wants and explain all matters on the 
march, they desiring it. Capt. Alex’r. Jordon and James Huttop, who 
generally know them, will accompany them and guard their interest. 

Art. 6th. It is understood and agreed that all gun-locks and other 
pledges given by the Shawnees, of their friendship and sincerity, shall 
be returned to them before they separate from the escorting party that 
may be directed to accompany them. 

Art. Tth. It is agreed, likewise, to avoid all difficulty or misunder- 
standing, that the Shawnees, neither before or on the march, will dis- 
perse without the permission of the commissioners, and that they will 
march and encamp in the manner that may be pointed out by the off 
cer or commissioners conducting the escort. In testimony of all which, 
we, the undersigned, vested with full authority in the premises, have 
hereunto set our hands and seals at Nacogdoches, this, the day and year 
above written. 

THOS. J. RUSK, Com’r, [srzar] 
J. S. MAYFIELD, ”  [szar] 
GREEN » GRASS, | SEAL } 


PE CAN, [SEAL | 
WITNESS, ELE »- NA, [SEAL | 
Jas > HUTTON, Interpreter, 
Jos. 54 ELLIS, 
K. H. DOTELASS, 
JAMES REILY. 
NUMBER 10. 


Capt. J. H. Moore's report of a battle with the Comanches, on the 15th 
of February, 1839. 


LAGRANGE, March 10th, 1839. 
Mr. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War: 
SIR,—l herewith transmit you the muster-rolls of three volunteer 


companies, which, in conformity to an act of Congress dated 


authorising the raising of volunteer companies for the 
protection of the frontier, were organised on the 25th January last, 
at the upper settlements on the Colorado, and placed under my com- 
mand, to proceed against the Comanches, and other hostile Indians, on 
-our north-western frontier. From this place we proceeded on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, directly up the Colorado. On the 13th of February, 
our spies, which, from the mouth of the Llano, had been kept in ad- 
vance, entered and reported that they had discovered an Indian encamp- 
ment or village (Comanches) on a small stream called Spring Creek, 
in the valley of the San Saba. On the succeeding day we marched about 
an hour under cover of the timber of the Colorado bottom; we then de- 
posited our packs and baggage in a place of security, and. proceeded. on- 
ward, still seeking the cover of timber and valley, to a place about 10 
miles from the village, where we remained until after sunset. After 
night, we proceeded to within a mile of the village, where we dismounted 
and tied our horses in a valley, and having put eight Lipans on horse- 
back, with orders to stampede the enemy's Caballado (Caballardo) pro- 
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ceeded on foot to within 300 yards of the town, still keeping our spies 
in advance. The Lagrange company, under Capt. Wm. M. Hastland, 
formed the right wing, the Bastrop company, Capt. Smithwick, the 
centre, and the Lipans, under Castro, their chief, the left. The attack 


, was made after day-break, by marching Capt. Eastman's company in 


advance down between the timber and the village, whose skirts run 
parallel to each other, for the purpose of having the timber in our rear, 
and driving the enemy towards the prairie. When opposite the centre 
of the town, we were discovered by the enemy, at whieh moment I or- 
dered a charge which was promptly obeyed and carried to near the centre 
of the village, the men throwing open the doors of the wigwams oi 
pulling them down and slaughtering the enemy in their beds. 1t wa, 
now discovered that the opposite side, which had been supposed to have 
opened to the level prairie, was bordered by a meander of the bayou, 
which formed a deep and a secure place of retreat into which the sav. 
ages had fled, and in which they had already rallied and formed for de 
fence. At this time the darkness which had previously been such as 
barely to permit us to aim with tolerable accuracy, became greater, in 
consequence of the smoke, and all our fire-arms having been discharged, 
it became necessary to retire for a moment to reload and wait for the 
darkness to be dispelled to enable us to renew the attack. The dis- 
order which had resulted from the eagerness of the men was another 
cause which had rendered this movement necessary. We had barely 
time to form and reload, when the enemy charged us in front, and on 
both flanks to within a few steps, which attacks were repeated at short 
intervals, until 10 o'clock A.M., after which the firing from the enemy 
continued, but from a considerable distance. Ten men were now des- 
patehed, by the way of the bayou, to reconnoitre, who returned soon 
after and reported the enemy very numerous. We continued in our 
position until half after eleven o'clock, when the enemy ceased firing, at 
which time, having abandoned the hope of being able with so few men 
to force them from the strong position they occupied in their rear, I 
ordered litters to be prepared for our wounded, and soon after retired to 
the place at which we had left our horses; in fifteen or twenty moments 
after our arrival at this place, we were surrounded by a large body of 
the enemy, who, I believe, were between three and five hundred in num- 
ber, who immediately opened a fire upon us, which was soon silenced, and 
a white flag (the same presented to them last summer at the seat of 
government by the President, Sam Houston) approached, carried by a 
woman, accompanied by a man; a parley ensued, in which she stated 
that they had five white prisoners, one à woman about middle age; un- 
derstood to have been captured on the Brazos river: a girl about fifteen 
years of age, supposed to be the daughter of one of our company, Andrew 
Lockhart, captured on the Guadaloupe; the other three were children, 
captured at the same place a short time since. This information, I be- 
lieve, was given because they were under the impression that we had 
some of their prisoners, which they wished to exchange for, as some 
prisoners had been taken by the Lipans, which they killed or otherwise 
disposed of without advice from me. They also made some statements 
relative to their great numbers, which were constantly increasing, and the 
co-operation of the Shawnees, who were near, to which was replied, our 
numbers are small, come on! The attack was not repeated. The num- 
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ber killed on the part of the enemy, it was impossible to know, but must 
have been very considerable. Our men were furnished with about three 
shots each, which, during the first attack upon the village, were dis- 
charged with great accuracy, at only a few feet distance, and in many 
instances, by placing the muzzle against the object; add to this, their 
exposed condition in their repeated attacks upon us, and the unerring 
accuracy of our riflemen, justifies the belief that their loss must have 
been very great. In supposing their loss to have been thirty or forty 
killed, and fifty or sixty wounded, 1 make an estimate much below what 
I believe to be correct. Loss on our side; killed, none; mortally 
wounded, one, since dead; slightly wounded, six. We also lost a con- 
siderable number of horses, in all, including those which had previously 
died from various eauses, forty-six. One of our men, Mr. Wilson, from 
Lagrange, was accidentally wounded on our way up and despatched 
homeward with two men; since dead. Our force in the engagement 
consisted only of sixty-three white' men and sixteen Indians,— Total, 
seventy-nine. 

Taken by the Lipan Indians, ninety-three head of horses and mules, 
only forty-six of which have been received here. Much credit is due to 
Capt. Wm. M. Eastland and Lieut. N. W. Dawson, also to Lieut. N. M. 
Bain, of the Bastrop company, and Adj’t. Wm. Bugg, for the strict and 
prompt obedience to orders, and their general officer-like conduct, and 
to the men and officers in general for their bravery on the field of battle, 
and their subordination and good conduct, 

J. H. MOORE, 


Commandant of Companies. — 


M ta, 


NUMBER 11. 


Report of the battle fought on Little river by N. Brookshire, Captain 
commanding. . 


i Camp NASHVILLE, May 31st, 1839. 


Sig—On Monday the 20th inst., Capt. Bird left fort Milam with a 
command of fifty men, for fort Smith, on Little river. On Friday 
morning we reached that point; on Sunday morning, following, Lieut. 
Ervin was despatched with a guard of twelve men, to Col. Burleson, 
with five men who had deserted. Shortly after Lieut. Ervin's depar- 
ture, three Indians came within sight of the encampment, in pursuit of 
buffalo. A spy was soon despatched in pursuit of them, who gave chase 
to them, but without any effect. The spies returned and reported a 
small body of Indians. At one o'clock, P. M. Capt. Bird marched 
against them with a command of 35, rank and file; after advancing 
about five miles in the prairie, came in sight of 27 in number; we pur- 
sued them three miles further, when we came within 175 yards of them 
arrayed in battle order. A charge was then ordered, but to no effect, 
owing to the speed of their horses, though this charge was kept up for 
three miles. Finding the pursuit in vain, a retreat was ordered; after 
retreating about one-half mile, we found ourselves surrounded by about 
forty Indians, hurling their arrows upon us from every direction ; we dis- 
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covered-in our front, about 600 yards, a ravine; between our lines and the 
ravine, were the main body of the Indians, who made a desperate effort 
to keep us out, but in vain; we routed them and gained a favorable posi- 
tion. The Indians then retired to the top of the hill, three hundred 
yards off. In about half an hour a reinforcement of about two hundred 
Indians eame up in full view, making about two hundred and forty or 
fifty strong. After drawing up their lines, the warwhoop from one end 
of their line to the other was heard, which shrieked in the ears of our 
gallant little band, which was soon followed by a desperate charge from 
every point; but our boys gave them such a warm reception they were 
handsomely repulsed, thoug gh the charge continued one-half hour. After 
which time they returned to the top of the hill, carrying off a great many 
dead and wounded, together with a considerable number of horses, —they 
rallied again, and made a more desperate effort than ever to rout us 
from our position; but the Anglo Saxons then being buoyed up with a 
spirit of victory, gave them a warmer reception then ever, and repulsed 
them again. After fighting upwards of one hour, with a heavy loss of 
men and horses, they then drew off their men to their rallying point, 
where they remained until dark,—we snugly kept our places. The In- 
dians then separated into two bodies and marched off, throwing up in 
the air a composition of-something that had the appearance of lightning, 
which he supposed to be a signal for recruit. About nine o'clock we 
secreted our dead in the ravine, as well as possible, and took up a line of 
march down the ravine, in order to gain the timber, a distance of three 
miles, carrying off our wounded with us. This body of Indians was 
composed of Caddoes, Kiekapoos and Comanches; the Kickapoos and 
Caddoes we supposed to be with them from the great quantity of guns 
they fought with; several of them also spoke the English language to 
us while fighting. About 2 o'clock A. M. we reached Fort Smith,—on 
Monday evening we took up the line of march for this place, for the 
purpose of recruiting our horses, and getting medical aid for the 
wounded. We will leave this place to-morrow morning, together with a 
hundred of the citizens, for the battle ground, to inter the dead and see 
what other discoveries we can make,—from all appearances the Indians 
are in general commotion. I regret much to report that we sustained 
a loss of seven men out of our little band, killed and wounded. Killed, 
Capt. John Bird, Serg’t. Weaver, of Lieut Evan's command, Jesse E. 

Nash, H. M. C. Hall and Thomas Gay: wounded, Lieut. Wm. R. Allen, 

and G. Hansel, both slightly. The enemy's loss was about from thirty 
to forty killed on the ground, and about the same number wounded: an 
immense number of their horses was killed dead on the ground. It 
being in the night, and the small force, prudence did not dictate the 
examination of the battle-ground. I herew ith, in conclusion, transmit 
to you a list of those who participated in the action: Capt. J fohn Bird, 

Lieut. Wm. R. Allen, Serg't. B. Vickory, Serg't. M. P. Sharp, Serg’t. J. 

Slack, Serg't Wm. Weaver, Corp”. Wm. Bird: Privates,—James Brook- 
shire, Wm. Ayers, Wm. Badgett, Joseph 8. Marsh, T. Fort, J. H. Hughs, 
G. W. Grimes, Ja’s Stephenson, Louis Kleberg, A. J. Ivey, G. W. Hansel, 

. M. Hastings, Hall, Kuyzer, Wm. Peters, Blanc, J. and T. Robinett, 

Rowan, Gavins, Hannum, Gay, Menifee, Powers, Winkler, Mills, J. E. 

Nash, all of which i is respectfully submitted. 

NATHAN BROOKSHIRE, 
Capt. Commanding. 
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NUMBER 12. 


Report of Col. Burleson's engagement with a party of Northern Indians, 
near Bastrop. 


Bastrop County, March 2d, 1839. 
T'o the Hon. A. Sidney Johnston, 


SIR—I have the honor of communicating the following :—Imme- 
diately after my return home, I was informed of a body of Indians 
having been seen in the big prairie, on Saturday the 22d ult., fifteen or 
twenty miles from Bastrop, supposed to be northern Indians, (i. e.) 
Caddoes, Wacoes, and Keechies. On Monday following, about 10 o'clock 
A. M. they attacked the house of widow Coleman, 12 miles above Bas- 
trop; they attempted to cut off a man and a boy from the house, who 
were ploughing in the field ; at sight of them they broke for an adjoin- 
ing thicket, and made good their escape. In the meantime, a party of 
them fired at Mrs. Coleman, who was at work in the garden fifty paces 
distant from the house, and slightly wounded her in the neck with an 
arrow; she fled with all speed for the house and succeeded in reaching 
it; at the time of her entering the house, there was in the room her eldest 
son, about 12 years old, and three other small children. With the as- 
sistance of the boy, she was enabled to bar the door; the Indians fol- 
lowed her to the house, and forced the door open wide enough to admit a 
man; they were fired upon by the boy, who killed one dead on the spot 
and supposed to have wounded another. In attempting to defend the 
passage the boy and Mrs. Coleman were killed ; the remaining three chil- 
dren, who were at the time in the room, fled under the bed,—' The In- 
dians having received so warm a reception, desisted from further depre- 
dations; they succeeded in cutting off a boy child from the house, and 
carried him off captive— The Indians at the same time attacked and 
plundered the house of Dr. Robertson, situated about two hundred yards 
rom the former—fortunately, at the time, the Doctors white family 
were absent, or they would have shared the fate of Mrs. Coléman, as there 
"was no white person on the premises to give them protection. The In- 
«dians took and carried off from the latter place, one negro woman and 
four children, one old man and boy. A party of fifty men from above 
Bastrop, went inimediately in pursuit, and overtook them 25 miles north 
‘of the Colorado, where a skirmish took place—the Indians having advan- 
tage of the position, caused the whites to fall back about three miles, with 
the loss of one man, at which place I fell in with them with thirty 
men, when I immediately went in pursuit and overtook them; in the 
mean time, the Indians having changed their ground for a more advan- 
tageous position, on discovering me, they took a stand; I attacked them 
:at about one o'clock, P.M.—I continued to pick them off at every oppor- 
tunity until dark; they retreated from their strong hold under cover of 
the night, and, from their superior numbers, were enabled to carry off 
‘their dead and wounded, as appears from the statements of the negro who 
was found on the battle-ground after night, with nine arrows shot into 
him, supposed to have been left for dead. He says he saw several killed 
and wounded, say thirty. From the appearance of blood seen on the 
ground, I am induced to believe the above number is not overrated. Our 
loss in the last attack was two killed and one wounded, who has since 
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died. I remained encamped on the ground until next morning, and 
found the Indians had left several guns, bows and arrows, all their camp 
equipage, and one mule tied, and several horses and mules killed. I 
ordered, without delay, Capt. Billingsly, with 30 men, to follow on their 
trail, which he did three miles, and found they had dispersed to avoid 
further pursuit, Since the above has taken place, there has been no 
more depredations committed on this frontier, with the exception of some 
thieving parties. It is confidently believed that the Indians will renew 
hostilities on this part of the frontier early this spring. I request those 
officers who have accepted their commissions, and destined to recruit for 
the first regiment of Infantry west of the Brasos, to be sent to such 
points, as in your judgment may seem most suitable for that purpose, 
until I shall come down to Houston, which will be in about three weeks. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your humble servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Colonel Commandant 1st Reg't. Infantry. 


NUMBER 14. 


Col. E. Burleson’s report of a fight with the Mexicans and Indians, in 
May, 1839, on the St. Gabriel. 


CITY OF AUSTIN, 
May 22, 1839. 


To the Hon. A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War: 


Drar Sir, —With much pleasue and satisfaction I transmit to you 
many, I consider, important documents, that were a few days since taken 
from a party of Mexicans and Indians, that you will find from the pa- 
pers, were making their way to the Northern Indians. On the 14th 
instant this party came upon some men at their camp between San 
Antonio and the town of Seguin on the Gaudaloupe, being four in num- 
ber, killed a-Mr. Ballener and three Mexicans that were with him. The 
balance of the company were near,—hearing the firing, they imme- 
‘diately proceeded to camp—finding it abandoned, they took the trail— 
followed about two miles—found their companions savagely murdered. 
They immediately proceed to Bexar. Mr. Van Ness and Col. L. B. 
Franks despatched an express to me, which reached me on the 17th in- 
Stant. I raised the war-whoop, and early next morning left this place 
with about two hundred men. But fortunately Capt. M. Andrews was 
out with his Rangers, who fell upon the enemy's trail about ten miles 
- west of this place in the mountains, crossing the river in the time; Capt. 
Andrews ‘being very heavy, his horse failed; his Lieut., James O. Rice, 
and 17 of his men, rushed and overtook the party on “the St. Gabriel, 
about 25 miles from this place, which party consisted of about twenty 


or thirty Indians and Mexicans. Lieut. Rice immediately attacked them: 


—killed their leader, Manuel Flores, and two others—put the rest to 
flight—took about three hundred pounds of powder, and about the same 
of lead, ready run into balls and shot—some bar lead. They also took 
one hundred and fourteen head of mules and horses, and all their pack- 
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ing apparatus; those that escaped took off nothing but themselves and 
the animals they rode. They proceeded towards the Brasos to cross 
near the falls. I am in hopes that you will be satisfied that nothing 
shall be lacking on my part to give peace to the whole frontier as early 
as I can be furnished with the means to do so. I am anxious for the 
saddles for Capt.’s. Lewis’ and Ownsby's companies—they both deserve 
the highest credit for the promptness with which they acted in the mat- 
ter; though they did not participate, it was not their fault. This Lieut. 
Rice and his seventeen gallant men deserve the highest esteem—I am 
sorry that I am not furnished with each individual’s name. I have 
transmitted to you all the papers I consider important, but one, which 
has got mislaid. It was a letter from Cordova to Manuel Flores, stat- 
ing he could not accompany him on his way to the east, from a wound, 
I presume he received on his way to Matamoras—he is "behind—I shall 
keep out a good watch for him—his letter was dated 20th April, at 
Matamoras—I think I shall pick him up if he attempts to cross below, 
or within 30 miles of the foot of the mountains—I am very anxious to 
get among them—TI have had no report from the company that went up 
the Brasos as yet. Please give my respects to the President, Col. Mc- 
Leod, and BOGSpt the highest esteem for yourself. 
EDWARD BURLESON. 


P. S. This skirmish took place on the San Gabriel, fork of Little 
river, about 15 miles from the city of Austin. 
E. B. 


NUMBER 15. 


Report of the Commissioners appointed to make a treaty with the 
Shawnee Indians. 


NACOGDOCHES, 2d Oct'r, 1839. 


To the Hon. A. its Johnston, Sec'ry of War: 


SIR, of ihe 
Treasury, on account of payments made to the Shawnee Indians for 
their improvements—one in favor of Kelsey H. Douglass, for five hun- 
dred and ninety-eight dollars, and one in favor of T. Edwards € Co. for 
three thousand three hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents. We 
were anxious to have forwarded our account with the vouchers, but can- 
not procure all the items until the return of Mr. Patton, who is now 
absent with the Shawnees. We placed three thousand eight hundred 
and fifty dollars, of the first money received, in the hands of Mr. Patton 
to be paid to the Indians—one hundred and fifty dollars was paid to 
Fields, the balance of the money received, except six hundred and odd 
dollars, have been paid—part to Douglass, part to Thorn, and the re- 
mainder to Patton’s orders for the Indians. We agreed with Patton and 
Jordon at thirty five hundred dollars to furnish the transportation for 
the Indians—on starting with them they found there were some other 
improvements, and some expenses amounting to a few hundred dollars 
more than the first valuation returned to us. Immediately on Patton's 
return we will transmit to your department the original valuation, our 
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account current, vouchers, and a full account of all the expenses inci- 
dent to the removal of the Indians. The merchants in whose favor the 
drafts are drawn, furnished their goods at good money prices, and but ; 
for their liberality, it would have been impossible for us to have removed E 
the Indians with the means at our disposition, and we hope they will 
meet with no obstruction in the receipt of their pay—they would, as . 
they have informed us, prefer a draft on New Orleans. 
We have the honor to be 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servants, 
THO’S. J. RUSK, l , i E 
J. S. MAYFIELD, $ Comm’s. ho 


—— 


NUMBER 16. . 


Report of Gen. K. H. Douglass of the engagement with Cherokees, on 
the 15th July, 1839. l 


HEAD-QUARTERS—CAMP CARTER. } 
- 16th July, 1839. 
A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary. of War: 


Siz,—On yesterday the negotiation on the part of the Commissioners 
having failed, under your orders the whole force was put in motion to- 
wards the encampment of Bowles, on the Neches.—Col. Landrum 
crossed on the west side of the Neches and marched up the river. The 
regiments under Cols. Burleson and Rusk moved directly to the camp 
of Bowles, upon reaching which, it was found to be abandoned—their 
irail was ascertained and a rapid pursuit made—about six miles above 
their encampment, in the vicinity of the Delaware village, at the head of 
a prairie, they were discovered by the spy company under Capt. James 
Carter, and a detachment of about 25 from Capt. Todd's company, 
lead by Gen. Rusk—the enemy displayed from the point of a hill—Gen. 
Rusk motioned to them to come on—they advanced and fired four or five 
times and immediately occupied a thicket and ravine on the left—as we 
advanced, the lines were immediately formed and the action became gen- 
eral— the ravine was instantly charged and flanked on the left by Col. 
Burleson, with a part of his Regiment—the rest of Burleson's regiment 
was lead by Lieut. Col. Woodlief—a portion of Gen. Rusk's Reg’t charg- 
ing at the same time; and another portion took a position on a point of 
a hill to the right, and drove a party who attempted to flank us from that 
quarter, thus instantly driving the enemy from the ravine and thicket, 
leaving eighteen dead on the field that had been found and carrying off, 
as usual, their wounded, as was seen by many of our men. Our loss in 
the engagement was two killed, one wounded mortally, and five slightly, 
to wit: Doct. H. Rogers of Capt. Tipp's company, John Crane of Har- 
rison's, H. P. Crouser of same company, Hooper H. M. Smith and 
Ball, of Col. Burleson’s command, Jo's Anderson of Capt. Lewis com- 
pany, Soloman Albright of Capt. Vansickle's company, and Geo. $. 
Daughter of Capt.Box's company, slightly. Col. Landrum was not able, 
having so much further to march, to participate in the engagement, but ` 
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has been ordered to join this morning. All behaved so -gallantly, it 
would be invidious to particularize—the action commenced about half an 
hour before sun down, which prevented pursuit— most of their baggage 
was captured, five kegs of powder, 250lbs. lead, many horses, cattle, 
corn, and other property. 
By order of 

K. H. DOUGLASS, 

Brig. Gen. Com'g. T. A. 
JA's S. MAYFIELD, Aid-de-Camp. 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, Nov. 8, 1839. 


To His ExcELLENCY, M. B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic: 


Sir— I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the 
condition of the Department, over which I have the honor to preside :— 

In pursuance with an act of Congress “for augumenting the Navy 
and making an appropriation therefor," approved Nov. 4th, 1837, Mr. 
Samuel M. Williams was appointed by the Government to contract for 
the building of the vessels therein contemplated; and, after a series of 
exertions which alike do credit to his abilities and patriotism, he effected 
an arrangement with Mr. Frederick Dawson of Baltimore for the build- 
ing of all the vessels specified in the law already named. For the par- 
ticulars of the purchase, I most respectfully refer you to the accom- 
panying contract and appertaining documents, all of which are explicit 
and well defined. The Loan Commissioners have placed to the credit 
of Mr. Dawson, in the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, the bonds 
of the Government for double the amount named m the law for the 
purehase of the vessels; which bonds are redeemable, on or before the 
1st day of December next, by the payment of two hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars, and interest thereon at the rate of 10 per cent per 
annum; but, if not thus redeemed, the whole amount of bonds first 
named becomes the property of Mr. Dawson, redeemable in five years, 
payable in London, with interest at the rate of ten per cent. per an- 
num,—unless the Government shall signify its preference to the con- 
trary, by placing in his hands, in lieu thereof, before the 1st day of 
February next, sterling bonds to the amount of five hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, with interest at 10 per cent. per annum, payable semi- 
annually, the bonds redeemable in thirty years and payable at the place 
before mentioned. 

Of the vessels thus contracted’ for, there have been received by the 
Government, on the 27th June, the Schooner San Jacinto; on the 7th 
August, the Schooner.San Antonio; on the 31st August, the Schooner 
San Bernard; on the 18th October, the Brig Colorado. All these ves- 
sels are, in the opinion of the Naval officers, and of all the professional 
men who have examined them, perfect models of naval architecture; 
their construction is excellent in every respect—for speed, as well as for 
strength and durability. The Schooners are vessels of six guns each, 
the Brig carries sixteen guns and is pierced for twenty. 

. Too much praise cannot be accorded to Mr. Dawson, for the very gen- 
érous manner in which he has complied with, or rather gone beyond, his 
engagements. The Schooners are much larger and more commodious 
vessels, and much better finished than was stipulated for in the con- 
tract. Mr. Dawson had only obliged himself to furnish a Brig of twelve 
runs, and of three hundred tons burthen,—the Brig which he has de- 
livered to the Government carries sixteen guns, and is of four hundred 


' “Reprint of the original pamphlet. 
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and five tons burthen. This liberality entitles him to the gratitude of 
the citizens of this country. 

Before the contract with Mr. Dawson will be completed, he has yet to 
deliver to the Government a, Corvette of 18 guns and another brig. I 
confidently expect the arrival of the former vessel, by the first, and of 
the latter, by the middle of next month, 

In the construction of the two last mentioned vessels, equal liberality 
has been displayed by the contractor. J am informed that the Corvette 
is a much larger vessel and of finer workmanship than was stipulated for 
in the contract; and the Brig will be equal in force to, and of the same 
burthen as the one already delivered. 

On the arrival of these two vessels, the Naval forces of the Republic 
will be united in our waters. 

With regard to the Steam-Ship-of-war Zavala, I have to report to 
your Excellency that this vessel arrived at Galveston on the 18th March 
of the present year, fitted out in accordance with the contract entered 
into between General James Hamilton, agent of Mr. James Holford, on 
the one part, and Messrs. A. T. Burnley and Samuel M. Williams, on 
the part of the Republic; and that, on the 23d of the same month, she 
was delivered to the Government, with all her arms, munitions, accoutre- 
ments, furniture and provisions, as specified in the contract herewith 
accompanying, and to which, with several communications from Messrs. 
Hamilton, Williams and others relative to this matter, I beg leave to call 
your attention. These documents, when taken in conjunction with a 
letter of instructions, given by order of your Excellency, from the Hon. 
Memucan Hunt, late Secretary of the Navy, to Messrs. Branker and 
Burnley, and with an extract from a letter, also by order of your Ex- 
cellency, from the Hon. R. G. Dunlap, late Secretary of the Treasury, 
to the Loan Commissioners, will serve to present the condition of this 
purchase in a much more satisfactory light, than could be done by any 
account, unconnected with them, which I might be able to render. I 
will, however, take occasion to remark, that the Zavala cannot cost the 
Government a greater amount than one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars: because it is one of the principal stipulations of the tontract for 
her purchase that the original cost was not to exceed thirty thousand 
dollars, and repairs, then deemed requisite to fit her out as a vessel of 


- war, when added to the original cost were not, both taken together, to 


exceed seventy thousand dollars, in sound funds,—in consideration of 
which and of the depreciated state of our currency, the Commissioners 
of the Five Million Loan were to issue the bonds of the Government to 
Gen. James Hamilton, agent of Mr. Holford, for the amount of double 
the actual cost and expenditures up to the time of her delivery at Gal- 
veston; which bonds, so issued, were to be redeemable in five years, te 
bear interest at ten per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually at the 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania, or at such agency in London as 
Texas might select. 

It would have been a source of gratification to me to have laid before 
you the consummation of this purchase; but, from some cause, Messrs 
Branker and Burnley, the authorized agents for the auditing of the 
accounts of the original purchase and incidental expenses for fitting 
out, &c. have not reported, in ‘accordance with their instructions, the 
amount thus disbursed,—1Í say disbursed, for the reason that, whenever 
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they shall have -ascertained this amount, they are instructed to report 
the same to the Commissioners of the Five Million Loan, who are 
themselves instructed, by the Secretary of the Treasury, to issue the 
bonds of the Government for double the amount so reported, payable at 
the time, manner and place before mentioned. 

An act of Congress, dated 10th, January, 1839, partially confirms 
the contract, between Gen. James Hamilton, the agent of Mr. Holford, 
and Messrs. Burnely and Williams, the Loan Commissioners, for the 
purchase of the Charleston; and I presume it would have done so to the 
full extent, if the real position of the case had been known. From this 
confirmatory act, it seems to have intended to ratify the purchase, ac- 
cording to the contract above alluded to, and which forms a part of the 
data of this report; yet the act is somewhat at variance with its tenor, 
because it only allows the sum of one hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars as the ultimatum of remuneration,—whereas, under the contract, 
one hundred and forty thousand dollars may be required. Whenever 
Messrs. Branker and Burnely shall have forwarded to this Department 
the account current and vouchers for the purchase of this vessel and 
incidental expenditures, I will make it the subject of a special com- 
munication to your Excellency,—after which, there will be something 
more tangible upon which to base further action should your Excellency 
deem it necessary. 

I am much gratified to state, that this vessel is one from which a very 
great national advantage may reasonably be expected, whenever called 
into actual service. Well aware of the prejudices which have existed, 
and being therefore inclined to suspect her capabilities as a vessel of war, 
I have.spared no pains to make accurate and satisfactory examination 
concerning every particular of her construction and possibility of de- 
ficiency ; intending to report the result to your Excellency, whatever it 
might be, recommending her sale or retention in the service accord- 
ingly; the latter of which I now do, with the full conviction that, if 
properly manned and equipped, she will be of a much greater national 
advantage to this Government than both the Brigs contemplated by the 
act of Congress, of the 14, Nov., 1837. This is the opinion of her 
present commander, A. C. Hinton, to whom, in consequence of his 
intimate aequaintance with every thing concerning the Zavala, I feel 
. bound to yield the most implicit confidence. In justification of what 
I have stated with regard to his opinion, I beg leave to call the attention 
of your Excellency to the accompanying report of this office, made to the 
Department on the 18th May last past. It also affords me gratification 
to state to your Exeellency, that I have had a full understanding with 
Commodore E. W. Moore, of our service, on this subject, and that he 
entirely eoincides with the opinion of her Commander—which, on ac- 
count of+the skill and ability of Commodore Moore who is unsurpassed 
by at least any officer of his age, is, of itself, a full guarantee of the 
great usefulness of this vessel. By the 1st December next, I expect her 
arrival from New Orleans, where she has been ordered for the purpose 
of undergoing some important and necessary changes which will amount 
to a very small consideration, when compared to the great advantages 
to be derived from them. On her return, she will bring with her a full 
quota of men, her fuel and provisions for three months, also the full 
complements of men for all the vessels now in commission. 
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In the accompanying estimates, which have been made out with great 
care and the aid of professional knowledge, I have been guided by the 
strictest spirit of economy, and have represented the lowest possible scale 
to which they can be reduced, if the vessels now under orders and likely 
to be in commission shall be continued in service until the end of the 
period for which, your Excellency will perceive, the estimates have been 
calculated. . 

In the absence of negociable funds with which to operate, no judicious 
arrangements have been made, until very recently, to meet the unavoid- 
able expenditures of the Navy. From this incapacity to contract, ex- 
penditures have taken place of a much greater magnitude than would 
otherwise have been necessary. Arrangements however have recently 
been established, between this Department and Mr. H. H. Williams of 
Baltimore, under the specifications of which supplies of every character 
for the maintenance of the Navy are to be furnished to order on the most 
advantageous terms; in fact, the exertions and liberalitv of this gentle- 
man, as connected with the Republie up to the present date, deserve the 
highest commendation. The money advanced to him for the naval pur- 
chases could not possibly be more judiciously disposed of than I have 
every reason to believe, will be the case in this instance: for, under the 
provisions of this contract, Mr. Williams is to be controlled by Mr. John 
G. Tod, our Naval Agent at Baltimore, in every thing concerning the 
quantity and quality of the article to be purchased and also of the time 
and mode of its delivery; with regard to the rate of purchases, he is to 
be guided by the most liberal market rates at the time of his furnishing 
the requisition. Capt. John G. Tod, to whom, in a great measure, the 
entire management of this matter has been entrusted, is an officer whose 
merit and zeal I take satisfaction in recommending to your Excel- 
lency,—I do this, because his able and energetic services demand it of 
me, and, in rendering this act of justice, I consider that I am giving to 
your Excellency a surety that the amount of monies disbursed by me, 
for the last named purposes, has been guarded, as far as possible, from 
the chances of misuse to which all funds are more or less liable, when 
used under circumstances similar to those which, of necessity, could not 
be avoided in this instance. 

The Document marked “F.” will explain the amount drawn from the 
Treasury for purchases in Baltimore, and the particular manner in which 
it has been disposed of. This amount, it will be recollected, is to be 
deducted from the annual estimate for the coming year. 

In considering the estimates which accompany my report, your Excel- 
lency will bear in mind that they have been calculated, upon the suppo- 
sition that the whole naval force would be in actual service, with the full 
quota of men and officers for every vessel ;—in consequence of which the 
grand item of expense, and almost one half of the whole estimates, is 
that requisite for the pay of officers and men. But should the policy of 
the Government determine, at any time, upon its reduction, (which, I 
presume, would not be the case, except upon the condition of peace and 
the acknowledgment of our Independence by Mexico,) nothing is more 
easy than the accommodation of Naval disbursements to a peace estab- 
lishment rather than one of hostility. 

The next greatest amount named upon the annual estimates is that 
requisite for the purchase of what are denominated slops, consisting of 
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articles which are disbursed by the pursers to the men, deducted from 
their pay and refunded by these officers to the Government,—with .the 
exception of ten per cent. which, according to law, is retained by them, 
in consideration of their risk and trouble. The contract for the fur- 
nishing of these articles is of such a nature as to guard against the 
possibility of supplying a greater portion than is really called for by the 
necessities of the Navy. This precaution has been observed, however, 
concerning every thing which has been deemed requisite for the service, — 
thereby effectually avoiding the possibility of having on hand a surplus 
quantity of any article whatever. In this manner, the actual demand is 
made the only standard of purchase, and the Government has it imme- 
diately in its power to time its efforts and expenditures, in the ratio of 
the emergency and amount of supplies actually required. 

I would respectfully represent to your Excellency, the naming of a 
Bureau for the Department which you have placed under my superin- 
tendence ; this I am induced to do from a full consciousness of the many 
errors which the Secretary of the Navy is liable to incur, in the absence 
of professional information—a species of knowledge which is the result 
of long and arduous service in a strictly naval sense of the word, and 
which, consequently, it-cannot be expected of the Secretary to possess; 
because it is frequently the case, that those entirely devoid of this char- 
acter of information are called upon to discharge the duties of this office. 
If your Excellency should approve the suggestion I make on this sub- 
ject, I would respectfully further suggest that some officer of the Navy, 
at the option of the Secretary, be appointed to the discharge of the duties 
incident thereto. I do this, because nautical information is the chief 
requisite in this matter, with which, it is presumable, all the officers of 
our service are fully acquainted. 

I present this subject to the earliest and most favorable consideration 
of your Excellency, from an experimental knowledge of its necessity. 
lt is an assistance which is rendered to the chief of all Naval Depart- 
ments, and in a manner much more complete than here suggested by 
myself ; but knowing the necessities and feeling the importance of a rigid 
economy in every thing connected with the finances, 1 have barely ad- 
vised the requisite and indispensable policy. I would gladly assume 
these duties and discharge them myself, if it were possible to do so; but 
they involve consequences entirely without the pale of my knowledge, 
and require information not to be expected at the hands of any Secre- 
tary. It is frequently the case, that requisitions come from the different 
officers, for provisions, pay, munitions, incidental expenses and various 
other things which it would be improper to approve; and, very often, it 
is wholly out of the power of the Secretary to detect those discrepancies, 
without the aid of the Bureau to which I allude. I will merely further 
remark on this subject, that the establishment of this Bureau will alike 
be serviceable to the Secretary of the Navy and to the Government,—to 
the one, so far as facility and accuracy are concerned, and to the other, 
in an economical point of view. E: 

The right to the location of the Navy Yard on Galveston Island is 
still undetermined, between the Goverpment and those claiming under 
the purchase of Michael Menard and his associates. I would respect- 
fully advise, that your Excellency recommend to the Hon. Congress such 
action on this subject as will terminate all dispute. 
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In obedience to a law of the 26th January, 1839, “requiring the 
Secretary of the Navy to have surveyed the bars and passages of the 
bays and harbours of Texas," I have caused a survey to be made of the 
bar and entrance of San Louis Harbour, as well as of the harbour itself. 
The result of this survey shows an average depth of 14 feet water on the 
bar and 17 feet water at high tide, with the advantage of a most com- 
modious harbour and excellent anchorage. The Island of San Louis 
affords a superior site for a Navy Yard; and I recommend the establish} 
ment of a Naval Dépôt at that place, in addition to the one at the East- 
ern extremity of Galveston Island. 

In consequence of the insufficiency of the appropriation of the 26th 
January last, for the survey of the coast, the benefits of the important 
diseoveries which might have resulted from its completion will have to 
be obtained in detail, until Congress shall have made more ample pro- 
visions for that purpose,—which I trust, will be done, upon your Excel- 
lency’s representations, at the ensuing session. The exploring of the 
extreme Southern waters of our coast has been, heretofore, entirely neg- 
lected by our Government; and, from many circumstances within the 
knowledge of this Department, it is confidently believed that this por- 
tion of our coast affords facilities for the establishment of Naval Dépóts, 
of the most advantageous nature, as well as advantages of a commercial 
character, which would be greatly promoted by an official statement of 
their existence. i - 

In consequence of the dangerous navigation of the Gulf of Mexico, at 
all seasons, especially during the prevalente of the equinoctial gales, the 
establishment of Light Houses along our entire coast is a consideration: 
of the utmost importance. I have been informed, (not officially, how- 
ever,) that the Government of the United States is about establishing 
one at Sabine inlet; and it is highly expedient that provision should be 
immediately made by this Government, for the erection of one at the 
East end of Galveston Island, at San Louis Island and to Paso Cavallo, 
the entrance into Matagorda Bay. 

All the officers in the Naval service, at the present time, are exercising 
their respective duties, upon the authority of acting appointments. The 
poliey of giving permanent appointments, until a Board of Examination 
shall have been established for the purpose of defining relative merit, 
would be extremely injudicious and lead to consequences of the most 
prejudicial character to the service. And notwithstanding the utmost 
care has been taken with regard to the capabilities and integrity of those 
who have received acting orders, the additional precaution, which I have 
here taken occasion to advocate is, in my opinion, essentially requisite. 
I hope your Excellency will desire the Senate, in laying before it your 
nominations, to act upon those only especially recommended without 
taking any cognizance of the remainder, in order that they. may be tested 
in the manner already proposed. 

The patent arms, ordered by the Hon. M. Hunt, late Secretary 
the Navy, and which Commodore E. W. Moore was instructed by him 
to purchase, as will be observed by an accompanying letter, have been 
procured and received at Galveston per Brig Colorado of our service. 
The blank books and nautical instruments for all the vessels now in com- 
mission, with the instruments for the survey of the coast, were purchased 
by the same officer and received by the same vessel. More than two- 
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thirds of the amount drawn by Com. Moore is requisite for settling the 
contract of purchase for these several articles; the remainder will be dis- 
bursed by him in filling requisitions which have undergone the strictest 
scrutiny, and in payment of one half the amount due on the 100 Colts 
patent rifles which Gen. Dunlap purchased for the Army, but which the 
Secretary of War declined receiving. Accompanying the letter above 
alluded to, will be found the detailed bill of arms, instruments and books 
purchased by Capt. Moore, with the price of each article and aggregate 
amount of the whole purchase. 

A system of accountability was not established in this Department 
until some time after it came under my charge. Formerly the accounts 
of the Navy Department were kept by the 2d Auditor only; they are now 
kept by the second Auditor and by the Book-Keeper of this office. An 
accompanying statement will show the amounts drawn upon the several 
appropriations previous to my appointment, the total amount drawn 
upon them from that date up to the time when I established a system of 
accountability, and a detailed account of the amounts drawn from that 
time up to the present date. 


In addition to the estimates for the Navy itself, it will be necessary ` 


that the Hon. Congress make a further appropriation for Naval build- 
ings. A Naval store house, at each of the Navy Yards, which may be 


established, is absolutely necessary for the preservation of publie property | 


belonging to this branch of the service—provisions, rigging, sails, cord- 
age, &c. For some time to come, the necessities of the service can be 
consulted by the erection of one building of this description on the Island 
of San Louis and one at the East end of Galveston Island. The amount 
of money required for their construction, in accordance with a plan now 
in this Department, will be, as nearly as can be calculated, fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

The Brig Potomac is still used as a receiving ship, and, in the opinion 
of the Department, the interests of the service will be best promoted by 
retaining her in that capacity. 

From the best information which the Dann has been able to 
collect concerning the Mexican trade carried on under its own colors, 
it is confidently believed that, in a very short time, after the Navy shall 
have received orders for capture and reprisal, it will be enabled to afford 
a source of revenue to the Government, equal to-the amount which has 
been expénded for its creation. "This is of itself of sufficient importance 
to make it a policy of the first magnitude for the Hon. Congress to ren- 
der to this branch of national defence, every aid and facility in its 
power. But there are other considerations of much greater interest and 
which should act as a stimulus upon the Legislature, to afford the Navy 
ample and ready co-operation. Certain preliminaries have to be en- 
tered into, before a blockade can be declared and carried into effect; and 

if, at any time, it should be the policy of this Government to employ its 
Navy for this purpose, it is indispensable that it should be held in con- 
Stant readiness. 

I feel proud to state to your Excellency, that the Government has at 
its command a navy, which, with proper management and an economical 
attention to its necessities, will be able to enforce a blockade along the 
Mexican coast from Matamoras to its Southern extremity— a blockade 
of such a strict and uncompromising nature, as to avoid, in every thing, 
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' the slightest infringement of international law or the established cus- 


toms of nations. The consequences of a blockade cannot fail to be of 
the most happy character: for Mexico is almost entirely dependent upon 
her relation with foreign powers; and, whenever any movements shall 
have been made, whereby she is deprived of this source of supply and 
thrown upon her own capabilities of support, the inevitable consequence 
will be, both national and individual want, to an extent far beyond her 
powers of endurance. 
` I have the honor to be, 
Most Respectfully, 
Your Excellencys obed% serv't. 
E : LOUIS P. COOKE, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


DOCUMENT A. 
Contracts for one Ship, two Brigs and three Schooners. 


Be it known by this instrument of contract and writing -obligatory, 
that whereas the Congress of Texas did, on the 2d day of November, 
1837, pass an act for augmenting the Navy of Texas, and did therefor 
appropriate the sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, as 
more fully will appear by reference to the said act, a certified copy of 
which issued from the Department of State by R. A. Irion, Esq., Secre- 
try of State, under the seal of the Department dated 6th August, 1838, 
is now in the hands of Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent for the Re- 
publie of Texas, and is herewith exhibited, as also a secret resolution 
likewise issued under the certificate of the said Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of State, under which act the Government of 'Pexas, one ship or 
brig about 500 tons, to mount 18 guns, two barques or brigs about 300 
tons, to mount 12 guns each; and three schooners about 130 tons, to 
mount 5 or 7 guns each, to be fitted and furnished with such armament 
and artillery as may be best adapted to such vessels. 

And, whereas, the said Congress, by the said act and resolution, did 
contemplate that the money required to pay for said vessels, would be 
raised and procured from the negotiation of the Five Million Loan ; and, 
whereas the commissioners for the negotiation of said loan, have failed 
in the negotiation of the same, and the prospect of success Being re- 
moved for an indefinite period. Therefore this instrument of contract 
and writing obligatory made and entered into by, and between Frederick 
Dawson, Esq., merchant of this city, of the first part, and S. M. Wil- 
liams, Naval Agent of Texas, of the second part; witnesseth that the 


' party of the first part, hereby binds and obliges himself to have built, 


furnished and equipped, full, perfect and complete—one ship, two brigs 
and three schooners, of the form, manner and description, as are fully 
and completely laid down and set forth in an instrument of writing 
signed by these contracting parties, made and furnished by the various 
articles: who are to be employed in the construction, fitting, furnishing 
and equiping said vessels, as also in the statement of provisions, muni- 
tions, &c. &e., which will be required; which description and statement 
are hereby declared by the contracting parties to form part and particle 
of this contract, the same as if herein recorded and set forth, and to have 
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the same force and effect in law and equity. The whole to be built, 
done, furnished and equipped for the said sum of two hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars, lawful currency of the United States, or its 
equivalent. The- building and construction of the said vessels to be 
commenced immediately, and prosecuted with all the despatch, which 
may be consistent and proper with the full and faithful construction of 
such vessels, under the direction and management of said Samuel M. 
Williams, Naval Agent aforesaid, or such other person as he may ap- 
point. Which vessels so constructed, fitted, provisioned and equipped, 
are, by the said party of the first part, to be delivered to the Government 
of Texas at the port of Galveston, free from any further charge and ex- 
pense to the said Government than what is heretofore expressed; which 
. delivery shall be made as soon after the completion of them as may be 
practicable; without any unnecessary delay or detention. It being un- 
derstood that the delivery of the ship shall be effected by her being safely 
moored and anchored, outside of the harbor of Galveston at the usual 
point where vessels are anchored: the party of the second part hereby 
stipulates and agrees, and by this instrument, binds, and obliges and 
pledges the publie faith of the Republic of Texas to receive the vessels 
as before mentioned and deseribed, when so delivered at Galveston in 
Texas, and in the same- manner for the security of the party of the first 
part, stipulates and agrees that the bonds of the- Government of Texas 
made and executed by the commissioners for the loan, shall be executed, 
and signed and deposited in the Bank of the United States of Pennsyl- 
vania, or the Girard Bank at Philadelphia, for double the amount of the 
said sum of $280,000, say for five hundred and sixty thousand dollars, 
there to remain in pledge as security to the party of the first part for the 
space of twelve calendar months, which bonds are to bear on the face of 
them, a rate of interest of ten per cent. per annum, redeemable in five 
years, interest and principal payable in London, which bonds can be 
redeemed at the end of twelve months, by the payment of the two hun- 
dred and eighty thousand dollars, and the ten per cent. which shall have 
accrued on the said bonds for the twelve months which they must remain 
in pledge, being made in Gold or Silver, or its equivalent, into the said 
U. 8. Bank of Pennsylvania or the Girard Bank. The party of the first 
part stipulates and agrees that if the Government of Texas shall prefer 
to instruct the Loan commissioners to issue, or shall itself issue sterling 
bonds for the sum of five hundred and twenty thousand dollars, at any 
time prior to the first day of February next, he will receive them in full 
liquidation, and payment of the debt hereby created, and in lieu of the 
bonds heretofore mentioned, and further that he will receive the said 
sterling bonds, without the privilege of taking lands in payment, as is 
stipulated in the bonds already drawn: the said sterling bonds to be re- 
deemable in thirty years to bear ten per cent. interest per annum, pay- 
able semi-annually, interest and principal payable in London, which 
bonds shall be dated the first of January, eighteen hundred and thirty 
nine. It is further stipulated and agreed by the party of the second 
part that if the first mentioned bonds, which are to be placed in the U.S. 
Bank, or the Girard Bank, shall not be redeemed as expressed in this 
contract, on the first day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty 
nine, they shall, from and. after that day, become the property of the 
said party of the first part, and the President of the Bank in which 
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they shall be deposited, shall be, and is hereby authorized to deliver, at 
that time, the bonds to the said party of the first part. 

It is further agreed between the contracting parties that when the 
vessels are finished and completed as contracted for, and expressed in 
the schedule and statement, the Naval Agent shall issue a certificate to 
that effect, prior to their departure from the United States, which cer- 
tificate shall express the approval and the compliance of the party of 
the first part, of all the stipulations, agreements and statements made 
and entered into, except the delivery of the vessels at Galveston. 

In witness of all which the parties of the first and second parts have 
signed this instrument, with their own proper hands, and affixed their 
seals in the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, the 13th November 
1838. 

[Signed] F. DAWSON, " (SEAL) 

[Signed] S. M. WILLIAMS. (SEAL) 


—— 


Be it known by this instrument of writing that whereas Frederick 
Dawson, merchant of this City, of the one part, and Samuel M. Williams, 
Naval Agent of the Republic of Texas, of the other part, did, on the 
13th day of November, 1838, enter into a contract, by which the said 
Dawson bound and obliged himself to have built one ship, two brigs and 
three schooners ; and, whereas, in the said contract, it was agreed, by, and 
between the contracting parties that said vessels should be made after 
the form, manner and description, as should be set forth in an instru- 
ment of writing, to be signed by the contracting parties made from the 
various statements which would be furnished by the various artists, to 
be employed in the building, fitting, furnishing and equipping said ves- 
sels—and should be furnished with provisions, munitions, &e. &c., requi- 
Site to be set forth in a statement made to that effect, which instrument 
of writing and statement, when made, the contracting parties did agree, 
should form, part and particle of said contract, and to have the same 
force and effect in law and in equity, as if it had been therein recorded, 
therefore the said contracting parties do hereby covenant and agree that 
all matters and specifieations herein recorded and set forth, shall be held 
and considered as forming part of said contract as aforesaid, and bind- 
ing as is therein provided for, as also all instruments of writing herein 
referred to, noted and mentioned, and countersigned by the said con- 
tracting parties. 

Now be it known that William and George Gardner, Shipbuilders of 
this city have furnished a statement for building a ship, which has been 
accepted by the parties, and is as follows, to wit: 


Length between the perpendiculars = - - - 125 feet. 
Beam moulded  - - - Š " * E 31 » 
Depth of hold a - - - e E z 19 6-12 ” 


The entire frame to be composed of the best quality white oak,—the 
main transom, apron and. knight-heads of live oak, or locust; the frame 
to be sided not less than nine inches moulded, twelve inches at the keel, 
and six inches at the plank-sheer, moulded edges, fitted close, and frame 
bolted together with three quarter inch bolt iron, the floor timbers and 
kelson to be fastened with not less than one inch bolt copper through the 


a 
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floor timbers, and one inch: and 1-8th through the kelson and floor tim- 
ber, all the above bolts to be riveted under the keel, the dead wood, and 
apron to be fastened with copper of the same size, the bottom plank to 
be of the best quality white oak, three inches and a half thick, to be 
fastened in the best manner, say with two composition spikes and two 
treenails in each frame, and butt bolted with 3-4 inch bolt copper. The 
bends'or wales to be of the best quality white oak, four and a half inches 
thick diminished down to three and a half inches to form a flush-side. 
The ceiling to be 3 6-12 inches thick of white oak, except six, four and a 
half inch bilge streaks well fastened; the beams to be of yellow pine, 
well secured, with two horizontal and one diagonal knee to each beam 
end, well bolted with 7-8 inch iron bolts, two beams to each mast as low 
down as the berth deck and secured at each end with two knees well fas- 
tened through the timbers with one inch bolt iron, all in the best 
and most substantial manner: the deck of inch yellow pine and 
plugged, the main rail to be five feet from the deck, with solid waist 
planks inside and out, with two inch pine plank and plugged ; the wood- 
work for the capstan suitable to weigh the anchor; top gallant fore- 
castle, and poop-deck finished cofnplete; fly-rail fore and aft; one set of 
spars complete, with two extra top-masts, one extra main, and one’ fore- 
vard, one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with three rough spars to be 
used as circumstances and need may require. The berth deck to extend 
from the fore-mast to the ward room. The berth deck beams to be six 
inches square, to rest on a clamp well secured to the sides the whole 
length of said deck; the whole carpenter’s work to be finished to a cleat. 
And in like manner the statement furnished by J. A. Robb & Co., Ship- 
builders of this city, for two brigs, each of the following dimensions, to 
wit:—One hundred and ten feet between perpendiculars, twenty eight 
moulded beam, eleven feet hold. To be built of materials as described 
for the ship, bolted and fastened in like manner, and finished as de- 
scribed in the said statement furnished, which in all particulars is as 
binding as if herein recorded, and set forth. And in like manner the 
statement furnished by L. H. Dunkin, Ship-builder of this city, for three 
schooners, each of the following dimensions, to wit:—Sixty six feet 
straight length of keel, twenty one feet six inches breadth of beam mould, 
eight feet depth of hold, fifteen feet rake forward, two feet rake aft, one 
foot ten inches dead rise. To be built of materials and finished as is 
described in the said statement, which in all particulars is as binding 
as if herein recorded and set forth. | 

It is further agreed upon by the contracting parties that the before 
described ship, brigs and. schooners, shall each, and all be coppered with 
first quality sheet copper, of the weight aüd size, adapted and suited to 
their class, and as is usual and customary for vessels intended for the 
purposes of war as a Navy, and shall be put into the hands of compe- 
tent joiners to be fitted, and provided with the work necessary, and as 
is usual in that branch, to wit:—Cabins, store-rooms, lockers, berths, 
magazines, &c. in a manner similar to the fixtures with which the brigs 
and corvette ship, built for the Mexican Government were provided 
agreeably to a plan presented by Thomas C. Mooris & Son, Ship-joiners ; 
and the three schooners are in like manner to be fitted and furnished, 
according to'a plan presented by said Morris & Son. 

The ship shall be provided with two bower chain cables, each ninety 
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fathoms long, of one and a quarter inch. iron, and sheet chain ninety 
fathoms long of 1 3-Sths inch iron, two hemp hawsers, 8 and 9 inches 
in circumference, one hundred and twenty fathoms long, with two bower 
anchors, and one sheet anchor of proper and suitable weight, two iron 
kedges for the hawsers and two light kedges for warping, and boat 
grapnels ; the brigs shall be provided with one bower chain cable for each, 
ninety fathoms long of 1 1-8 inch iron, one bower cable, (of 1 1-10 
inch iron) for each ninety fathoms long and one sheet chain, ninety 
fathoms-long of 1 1-4 inch iron, and each with two hemp hawsers, one 
hundred and twenty fathoms long inches in circumference, and 
shall be.provided with, each, two bower anchors, and one sheet anchor 
of proper and suitable weight, with, each, two iron kedges for the haw- 
sers, and two light kedges, each, for warping, and grapnels; each 
schooner shall be furnished with one ‘chain cable for a best bower, sev- 
enty-five fathoms long of 3-4 inch iron, and one chain ‘cable for a small 
bower, seventy-five fathoms long of 11-16 inch iron, and one hemp 
hawser 5 inches in circumference, one hundred and twenty fathoms long, 
and one Manilla tow-line of a suitable size, and one hundred and twenty 
fathoms long, and shall be provided with anchors of a proper size, and 
suitable weight, with two iron kedges for each. 

The ship shall be provided with one launch twenty six feet long, two 
cutters, and two quarter boats, according to an estimate, and plan made 
by Alexander Cummins, Boat-builder :—HEach brig shall be provided with 
one launch twenty-four and a half feet long, two cutters, and two quarter 
boats, agreeably to a plan of said Cummins: each schooner shall be pro- 
vided with two boats, similar to those used by the United States Revenue 
Cutters. 

The ship shall be provided with the necessary kelson, and wing casks, 
to contain at least eight thousand gallons of water; each brig shall be 
provided with the necessary kelson, and wing casks, to contain at least 
six thousand five hundred gallons of water each; and the schooners, each, 
with the necessary water casks for three thousand gallons of water, in- 
cluding one tank for each. 

The ship shall be provided with thirty-six buckets, thirty-six mess 
kids, two breakers for a boat, and two harness casks; the brigs shall have, 
each, twenty-four buckets, twenty-four mess kids, two breakers for a 
boat, and two harness casks; each schooner shall be provided with eight 
buckets, eight mess kids, two breakers, and two harness casks; each one 
of the vessels shall be provided with a. proper and complete chest of car- 
penter’s tools, and caulkers’ instruments according to her class. 

The ship shall be provided with eighteen 24 pound Columbianade , 
guns; each brig shall be furnished with twelve 18 pound Columbianade 
guns; and each schooner with four 12 pound Columbiamade guns, and ` 
one long 12 pound gun mounted on a pivot; the guns to be of the pattern 
shewn by Mr. Jamieson, cast at the foundry of Gen. Mason at George- 
town, District Columbia; the guns to be mounted complete, with all the 
necessary accoutrements and to be furnished, each, with sufficient powder 
for twenty-five rounds, with sufficient shot for each round, to load with 
one round shot, and a stand of grape, or cannister of long range; that is 
for each gun 25 round shot, 13 cannisters of long range, and grape for 
twelve stands; the guns to be fitted with locks, and the magazine to be 
furnished with flannel for the cartridges; the ship to be furnished with 
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30 good muskets; and each brig with 25 muskets; and each schooner 
with 12 muskets; ten pair of pistols for the ship, and 30 cutlasses; and 
for each brig, ten pair of pistols and 25 cutlasses; and for each schooner 
8 pair of pistols and 15 cutlasses ; there shall be furnished for the use of 
the vessels 400 blue jackets, 400 pair of trowsers, 400 duck shirts, 400 
flannel shirts, 400 pair of shoes, and 400 black silk handkerchiefs. 

The ship, brigs and schooners shall each, according to her class, be 
furnished with a complete suit of sails made of the best materials, accord- 
ing to the drafts made by Messrs. Benjamin Buck & Sons, Sail-makers 
of this city; and the ship, and the two brigs shall each have a spare top- 
sail; and ship, brigs and schooners shall be furnished with spare canvass 
of different qualities as may be necessary for the use of the vessels for a 
reasonable time, say thirty bolts for all the vessels. 

There shall be furnished for the ship, brigs and schooners provisions 
for 400 men for 4 months, allowing one ration for each man for 120 
days, to wit:—42,477 pounds of bread, 26,490 pounds of beef, 20,800 
pounds of pork, 6912 pounds of flour,.867 pounds of butter, with full 
rations of cheese, or pickles and raisins as may be preferred for the same 
length of time, 867 galls. of rice, 867 galls. of beans, 445 galls. of mo- 
lasses, 445 galls. of vinegar. 

The ship, brigs and'schooners shall be completely fitted with rigging 
of the best material, of the various sizes and dimensions, according to 
the direction of the Master-rigger, and, under his superintendence, be 
completely fitted and rigged; and also completely furnished with 
blocks; all the haliard blocks, and brace blocks, to be bushed, and every 
gun shall be furnished with the proper rigging, and blocks to fit them 
complete. 

Each vessel shall be provided with one Texian Ensign, one Mexican 
Ensign and one French Ensign; and also each vessel shall be furnished 
with a medicine chest, suitable for her class, and a suitable quantity of 
bottle and signal lanterns, and lanterns for the magazines. 

In witness of all which the contracting parties hereunto affix their 
hands, and seals, in the City of Baltimore, the third day of January, 
1839. p 

Signed in the presence of H. H. Williams and Lambert Norwood. 

| Signed ] F. DAWSON. (SEAL) 

[Signed] S. M. WILLIAMS. (SEAL) 


—— MÀ 


It is agreed that one hawser for the ship, and one for each of the brigs 
shall be made of Manilla hemp, to wit: the smallest sized hawser for 
each vessel, and further, each vessel shall be provided with a proper 
camboose, : 

[Signed] F. DAWSON, 

[Signed] - S. M. WILLIAMS. 


Statement of John A. Robb & Co., Ship-builders, of the manner and 
description in which the hulls of the two brigs for the Republic of Texas 
are to be built,—one hundred and ten feet between the perpendiculars, 
twenty-eight feet moulded beam, eleven feet hold. 
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The frame to be built of the best white oak, the main transom to be 
of live oak, and all to be of the size and dimensions for vessels of their 
class, the bottom plank to be 3 1-4 inches thick; bends 3 inches thick 
graduated to 3 1-4 inches of the best white oak; deck beams white oak 
to be secured with six knees to each beam, and bolted by iron bolts one 
inch in diameter, the deck plank to be of yellow pine 3 1-2 inches thick, 
and three streaks in each side to be 4 1-2 inches thich, let down and 
bolted, to water stays; the deck to be plugged, stanchions in the hold to 
be of white oak, to be copper fastened throughout to the wales, floor 
timbers to be bolted through the keel with one inch copper bolts, and 
through the kelson and keel with 1 1-8 inch copper bolts, the breast 
hooks to be fastened with 2 inches copper bolts, butt bolts 3-4 inch in 
diameter, wooden ends bolted with 5-8 inch copper bolts, deck beams, 
and water ways with one inch iron bolts, a clamp to be put in the hold, 
for the berth deck beams, and two partner beams to each mast put in. 
and berth deck laid from the ward-room forward, and well kneed and 
bolted ; the outside plank to be fastened with two treenails, and two com- 
position spikes in' each frame; the main breast hook to be as long as can 
be procured, and well fastened ,—to furnish the wood work of windlass 
bitts; and also to furnish one complete set of spars, and two extra top- 
masts, one extra main and fore-yard, one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, 
with three rough spars,'to be used as need may require; the vessels to 
be well and faithfully caulked, and seams payed; the bulwarks to be 
planked inside and out, and fitted in with white pine to make them solid, 
and arranged for eight ports on each side, and the hulls to be finished 
to a cleat in a neat and workmanlike manner. 

[ Signed] i J. A. ROBB & CO. 

Countersigned F. DAWSON, 

S. M. WILLIAMS. 


Statement of L. H. Dunkin, Ship-builder, of the manner and descrip- 
tion in which the hulls of the three schooners, for the Republic of Texas, 
are to be built: 


Length of keel straight - - - - 66 » feet. 
Breadth of beam moulded -` -= - - 21 6-319 ” 
Depth of hold - - - - 8 i 
Rake forward - - - - 15 de 

- Rake aft - se - - 2 ý 
Dead rise - - - - 1 10-12 ” 


The entire frame of said vessels to be composed of white oak, sided 
five inches, the bottom plank of two inches oak, and square fastened with 
five inch composition spikes; the ceiling to be two inches in thickness, 
and cross-fastened with five inches iron spikes, and prepared for plugs; 
the keel to be sided eight inches with one bolt of three-quarter inch 
copper in each floor timber, bends of three inch oak, and fastened with 


- One-six inch iron spike in each timber, clamps of the same thickness as 


bends, and fastened in the same manner; the deck frame to consist of 
beams and carlines, with one ledge, and one lap knee, at the end of each 
beam, sided five inches, two thick streaks adjoining the water ways, to 
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be let over and into the beams, and bolted through from the outside. be- 
tween every beam and carline, plank sheer three inches thick, rail four 
and a half inches thick, and nine inches wide; flush deck, with trunk, 
main hatch and fore-scuttle; said vessels to be furnished with one set of 
spars each, complete, two of them as top-sail schooners, and one as a 
fore-and-aft schooner, with such extra spars as may be required, solid 
bulwarks forward, cat-heads, warping chocks, racks, stern davits, put on 
the chain plates, let down the pumps, make all cleats, and cavils ; out- 
side, and decks to be well caulked, and seams coated with pitch, bottom 
planks to be butt bolted with 5-Sth inch copper, furnish one set of awn- 
ing stanchions; the vessels to be built by one set of moulds, and all to 
be finished in a neat and workmanlike manner. 

[Signed] * = b. H. DUNKIN. 

Countersigned F. Dawson, 

S. M. WILLIAMS. 


DOCUMENT B.—No. 1. " 


REPUBLIC oF TEXAS, | 
City of Houston. $ 


' Know all men, by these presents, that I, James Hamilton, authorized 
Agent of James Holford of London, for and in consideration of the suni 
to be affixed at Philadelphia, by A. T. Burnley and William Branker, 
to be paid in the bonds of the Republic of Texas, have granted, bargained 
and sold, and, by these presents, I do grant, bargam and sell unto the 
Republic of Texas the Marine Steamer, called the Charleston, together 
with her masts, sails, riggings, anchors, cables, boats, tackle, apparel, 
and appurtenances, together with full inventory of furniture, bedding, 
glass, erockery, plate, bed and table linen, &c., to have and to hold the 
said Marine Steamer Charleston and appurtenances unto the said Re- 
publie of Texas; and I, the said James Hamilton, as authorized Agent 
of the said James Holford, do warrant that he is the true owner of the 
said steamer and that I have full authority to sell and dispose of the 
same free from all claims whatsoever. 

Given under my hand and seal, this twenty-second day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, at the Island of Galveston, 
Republic of Texas. 


[Signed] JAMES HAMILTON (Seal) 
l Authorized Agent of James Holford. 


am 


Consulate of the United States of America at Galveston, Republic of 
Texas. 


Be it known that Gen. James Hamilton, whose signature and seal 
appear to the above bill of sale, acknowledged the same to be his act 
and deed. 


LEE 


et 


r Men bas mpa Me wpe 4t het c "EP 


e P ^ 
tum AS Far ani tige aita pho ubi ai e MOM SI xil anes ie 42 
>» 


E 
ay 
lee 
3 
te 
R4 
Fa 
$ 
ES 
be 
"e 
bs 
ES 


o 


aw . o» 
-— a Qe 


= č -— _ 
"o Dou E S 


Vet 


enm OMA 
$^ A d 


-— 


tha È 


ADM 


Pu p Mart mam Aue. a dl 
5 * (o^ ow 
ñ on 


we ey. D T > 
: M 


Yap DE 


H 
NES 


^os 


m ho ut 


134 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


In testimony of which, 1 hereunto subscribe my name and affix the 
seal of my office, the 23d day of March, 1839. 


[Signed] E. A. RHODES, U. $. Consul 
- Seal of the Consulate 

of ihe United ros 
| at Galveston. J 


DOCUMENT B.—No. 2. 


Articles of agreement entered into, in the City and State of New-York 
this 24th day of October, 1839, between Gen. James Hamilton of South 
Carolina, as-the authorized Agent of James Holford of London, of the 
first part; and A. T. Burnley and Samuel M. Williams, as Commission- 
ers authorized by the Republic of Texas, to negotiate a loan of money 
for the said Republic, under the provisions of’ an act passed by the 
Congress of Texas the 16th of May, 1838, of the second part; wit- 
nesseth: That the said party of the first part binds and obliges himself 
to purchase the Steamer Charleston now lying: at Philadelphia, (in the 
name of the said Hamilton), provided the said boat can be purchased 
for a sum: not to exceed thirty thousand dollars; the party of the -first 
part further binds himself to have the said boat repaired, fitted out, 
provisioned, &e. &c., under the management and direction of Samuel M. 
Williams, Naval Agent of Texas, and to deliver her with all convenient 
despatch at Galveston, in Texas; the whole expense of which, including 
all charges and expenses up to the time of her delivery at Galveston, not 
to exceed seventy thousand dollars, and when delivered in Texas the said 
boat, her munitions, provisions, &c. to be offered to the Government of 


"Texas for their bond for double the amount of the cost of the’ boat, and 


expenses incurred up to the time of her delivery at Galveston; payable 
in five years from date, at the Bank of the United States in Philadelphia, 
or in London, at such agency, as Texas may engage in that city; the said 
boud to bear an interest of ten per cent. payable semi-annually. 

But inasmuch as the Commissioners to negotiate a loan of money, have 
no authority to contract for the purchase of a steamboat—although they 
believe the Government of Texas would be much pleased to purchase the 
Charleston, when fitted out as contemplated, on the terms herein men- 
tioned, and will do all they can to induce the Government to make the 
said purchase; yet, as the Government will not be bound to do so, and 
may not do so, therefore, if they do not, as a compensation for the risk 
which the party of the first part is compelled to run, of having the said 
boat, her provisions, munitions, &c. left on his hands, when he does not 
desire to hold such property; the parties of the second part bind them-- 
selves, as they have authority to do, to issue two bonds of Republic to 
James Hamilton or order, payable in five years from date, at the Bank 
of the United States in Philadelphia, bearing an interest of ten per cent. 
payable semi-annually, the two together to be for a sum double the 
amount of the cost and expenses of said boat when delivered at Galves- 
ton, which bonds shall be forthwith executed in blank and deposited with 
Nicholas Biddle, Esq., President of the United States Bank at Phila- 
délphia, who shall be directed and requested to fill up the date and 
amount as he may hereafter be directed by the joint written request of 
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William Brancker of New-York, and either of the aforesaid Commis- 
Sioners, after they shall have ascertained the cost and expenses of the 
boat, up to the time of her delivery at Galveston, and that the Govern- 
ment declines to take the said boat; which said bonds when so filled up, 
Mr. Biddle shall be directed to deliver to General James Hamilton, or 
his order, (at any time before the first day of March next), whenever 
he shall deposite in the Bank of the United States at Philadelphia, to 
the eredit of the Government of Texas, half the amount of the face of 
the said two bonds. 

The parties of the second part further bind themselves; if applied to 
before the 1st of March next, to substitute in place of the, two bonds 
mentioned above, two such sterling bonds with the necessary coupens as 
they may be authorized to issue under the laws of Texas, and for 
similar amounts. i 

In testimony of all which the parties of the first and second parts have 
hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their seals, at the date first 
above written. ! $ 

[Signed] JAMES HAMILTON, (SEAL) 

Authorized Agent of James Holford. 
A. T. BURNLEY, (SEAL) 
S. M. WILLIAMS.  (SEAL) 


This agreement was witnessed by Dr. IRVING. 


New-York, February 5, 18 39. 


Mr. Holford, this day, signified his wish to have sterling bonds issued 


in lieu of the two bonds deposited with Mr. Biddle. 
[Signed] ` S. M. WILLIAMS. 


DOCUMENT B.—No. 3. 


Copy of a letter from Gen. James Hamilton to the Secretary of the 
Navy, relative to the purchase of the Steamer Zavala. 


SIR:—Previous to my leaving New-York, I had the good fortune, 
from my sincere wish to benefit your Republic, to induce my friend 
James Holford, Esq., of London, to advance $70,000, if so much money 
be necessary for the purchase, alteration, armament and equipment of 
the Steamer Charleston for your Republic; which boat was, at that time, 
in Philadelphia. But before this she must be in New-York, where she 
will be completely fitted out to answer the purposes, both of a marine 
irigate, and mail and passage-boat, and sent out to Texas with all pos- 
sible despatch. In consequence of the failure of the company to which 
she belonged, she was bought for about one third of her value, say 
$30,000, as she is worth as'she lies ninety thousand dollars, and when 
equipped, will be worth in United States currency, at Galveston, at 
least, $150,000 to your Government. : 

She is one of the most beautiful boats in the United States; and with 
the alterations we propose making in her, will be one of the strongest, 
fastest and most efficient. She was examined by Brown, the first Ship- 
carpenter in New-York, who pronounced her sound, staunch and emi- 
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nently sea-worthy. Indeed, she could not well fail to be all this, as her 
first cost was $117,000, and was built by one of the first naval archi- 
tects and ship-builders in Philadelphia. She is fully as large as the 
Pulaski—she has all the furniture and bedding for 120 passengers, and 
hence, except wanted to transport troops, 1 should presume it would be 
deemed expedient to keep her as a Government mail-boat between New 
Orleans and Galveston; in this way by carrying passengers in her saloon 
and after cabin, you might pay all her expenses and enable the boat 
twice a month to get her coal fuel in New Orleans, and, at the same time, 
keep your coast clear of all blockade and Mexican cruisers. 

_ As Mr. Holford is not a citizen, the title had to be taken for the boat 
m my name, and so it will continue until she gets out to Texas, and a 
regular transfer is made of her to your Government. In the mean time 
I have placed in command of the boat, Capt. James Pennoyer, late Cap- 
tain of the Marine Steamer Neptune, one of the most popular, skilful 
and successful of our steam-boat captains for the commander of this 


. boat. You could not possibly have a better man; and 1 have promised 


him my best offices to secure for him permanent employment in her. 
Mr. Williams, your Naval Agent, has a carte-blanche to arm and fit out 
the boat, as he pleases, with a long 18 in her bows a long 12 in her 
stern, and 4 medium 18 pounders, or 32 pounder earronades on her 
sides; she will be worth a dozen brigs and corvettes to you, for by select- 
ing her distance, which she can from her great speed, she must capture, 
until the Mexican authorities themselves get a steam frigate, every thing 
she ovérhauls; she will be a Navy herself to you. As Mr. Holford has 
acted with the utmost liberality and confidence, I trust your Govern- 
ment will have passed, in secret session, forthwith, a resolution, confirm- 
ing Messrs. Burnley and Williams’ contract with me, as the agent of 
this gentleman; the resolution however must be in secret session, as she 
would be seized for a breach of neutrality in New-York, if the purchase 
was known to be made before.she actually reaches Galveston. 

The truth is, the boat will be worth in specie, the day she reaches 
Galveston, every dollar your Commissioners have stipulated to pay in 
bonds; Mr. Holford advanced this money, at a time, when, in Wall 
street, your bonds would not have sold for thirty cents on the dollar; 
he deserves your kindest consideration. ' 

I hope the whole arrangement will be satisfactory to your Govern- 
ment, as, at a moment of great domestic affliction, it cost me many stren- 
uous, and from my distress, painful efforts. As Mr. Holford accom- 
panies me from New Orleans to Texas in the Charleston, I would sug- 
gest, as he may establish a commercial agency in your country, whether 
the resolution confirming Messrs. Burnley and Williams! contract with 
me, as Mr. Holford's Agent, had not better give him the option, either 
of taking bonds, land scrip, or Treasury notes, in payment for the boat, 
on or before the first of March as he may select. As Mr. Holford is an 
eminent banker in London, as well as an extensive merchant in Man- 
chester and Liverpool, you cannot put him on too favorable a footing, 
as he means to make large investments in your country, and will be able 
to render Texas the most important financial services in Europe. 

My apology without a personal acquaintance with you, for writing, 
must be found in the fact of my late efforts to serve your Republic. 


[ Signed | JAMES HAMILTON. 
SAVANNAH, GEO., Nov. 3, 1888. 
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DOCUMENT B.—NO. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent to the FN 
Secretary of the Navy. . ba 


Sir :—Nothing would be more grateful to my feelings than to have it 
in my power to say to you that T had succeeded in contracting for one 
or more of the principal vessels required by our Government, but the 
failure of our negotiation for the loan, which for nearly three months 
has been pending with Mr. Biddle, has completely destroyed my expec- 
tations, and must, from necessity, postpone for an additional period the 
prospect of success, unléss done at an immense sacrifice; consequently ; 
the time at which one of the vessels could be in readiness (owing to the 
approaching season), must be set down for the month of April next, 
under the most propitious circumstances. 

There is not, at this time, in any of the Atlantic cities any vessels that 
would answer the purposes of the Government beyond the capacity of a si 
moderate sized schooner, so that the prospect of purchase is as remote as x. 
ihe building. 

Operated upon by these facts, and powerfully moved by a desire to 
have the coast of our ‘Republic kept free from Mexican blockade, in case LS 
France and that country adjust their difficulties (which letters, "which I C 
have seen of 25th August from Mexico, speak confidently of), would en- y 
able Mexico to send out upon the Gulf a part of their Navy—I have been 
induced to furnish my official aid, although totally without authority or 


instructions from your Department, or from any other branch of the E: 
Government, to the following plan, which I submit in brief, and throw B 
myself upon the magnanimity of my Government and my fellow-citizens 4 
for their sanction and approval, which is as follows: zi 
The purchase of the Steam Packet Charleston built in this city 18 il 
months since; alter her, and give her a ship side solid and strong, as ES 
strong as that of a 64 gun-ship, in appearance similar to the English A 
Steamer Great Western; mount upon her one long 18 or 24 pound gun «le 
on the fore-castle, and one long 12 or 18 on the stern, and 4 or 6 waist EN | 
guns, with - muskets, pistols, pikes, and sabres, powder and ball, and B 
necessary munitions of war for a crew of,100 men, and provisioned for a * 1 


six months” cruise. The whole to be furnished for the bond of Mr. 
Burnley and myself, redeemable in 5 years at 10 per cent. per annum 
interest for $120,000. The boat cost, at the time of making her first 
irip to Charleston, S. C., $117,000. 
If the Government take the boat, they have the privilege, with the 
consent of the bond-holders, to pay the same in $120,000, 'Treasury notes. 
Gen. Hamilton is, at this moment, negotiating for the money-bond, 
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and it is expressly understood that Mr. Burnley and myself have not 

authority to make such bond, so that the parties work with their eyes 

open, and free from any thing like deception, and are to hold the boat if 

the Government refuse to take her. We are not certain of success, but T 

feel it my duty to.put the President, through your Department, in pos- 

session of the scheme, for we have only six days to conclude the nego- 
tiation, and of course no time to consult. You will please to assure the $ 
President that nothing but the extreme exigencies,of the case, and a s 
- a conviction that we cannot raise money on the credit of our Government, i 
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if the ports of our country should be blockaded, ever could have induced 
Mr. Burnley and myself to embark in this matter. 

lf we succeed in procuring the boat, she will be ready by the 20th De- 
cember to leave for Texas, 

In order to prevent every delay, I have to request that you will for- 
ward to me an order of the President, countersigned by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, having the name of the bank blank for the amount of the 
appropriation made by Congress for the vessels, so that I may be pre- 
pared for the first moment of chance to contract for, and commence 
building the vessels required. 

- | Signed] : S. M. WILLIAMS. 

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 9, 1838. 


DOCUMENT B.—No. 5. 


Extract of letter from the Hon. Richard G. Dunlap, late Secretary of 
the Treasury, to the Loan Commissioners. 


“Messrs. A. T. Burnley and William Bránker have been appointed to 
audit the accounts for the purchase and fitting out of the Steamer 
Charleston and all the incidental expenses connected therewith until her 
delivery at the port of Galveston, in Texas; and when this duty shall 
have been performed by these gentlemen and the amount of the cost 
and other expenses ascertained, you will deliver to the Agent or Attorney 
of James Holford of London, in full satisfaction of the same, such por- 
tion of the bonds to be issued, under the law aforesaid, authorizing the 
loan on the bonds of the Republic not exceeding five millions of dollars 
m the whole as shall be sufficient to cover such amount, allowing two 
dollars of said bonds for each dollar of the amount ascertained by said 
Auditors, to be due for the purchase and expenses of said steamer as 
aforesaid.” 

[ Signed.] R. G. DUNLAP, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Seal of the Treasury 
j Department. } ; 


DOCUMENT B.—No. 6. i 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Messrs. Branker and 
Burnley, concerning the purchase of tbe Charleston. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, March 20, 1839. 


GENTLEMEN :—You are hereby authorized to audit the accounts for 
the purchase of the Steamer Charleston, under the contract made, in 
New-York, between Jas. Hamilton, the authorized Agent of James Hol- 
ford of London, and A. T. Burnley and Samuel M. Williams, Commis- 
sioners of the Republic. 

You will, over and above the cost of said boat, allow all the incidental 
expenses, cost and charges, up to the period when her accounts shall be 
closed, on her return to New Orleans; as Gen. Hamilton as the Agent of 
Mr. Holford, or Mr. H. Williams of New Orleans, may have occasion to 
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make some disbursements to enable the boat to return to Galveston. On 
your auditing the said accounts, you will report the aggregate amount of 
the same to the Commissioners of the Five Million Loan, that they may 
issue the bonds to the Agent or Attorney of the said James Holford, and 
return the account current and the vouchers to this Department. 

To be more explicit in regard to the settlement of the cost of the 
Steamer Charleston, I will add that I have been instructed by the Presi- 
dent to authorize you to allow the cost of repairs and refitment, with- 
out reference to the specification of seventy thousand dollars named in 
the contract. 

[Signed] M. HUNT, Secretary of Navy. 


DOCUMENT B,—No. 7 


TEXAS ÁRMED STEAM-SHIP ZAVALA, ? 
Port of Galveston, May 18, 1839. | 


To the Hon. L. P. Cooke, Secretary of the Navy: 


SIR, 
late Seeretary of the Navy, on the arrival of Admiral Baudin, command- 
ing the French fleet in the Gulf of Mexico, at Galveston; 1 waited on 
him and his suite, and tendered him the Zavala to escort him out, which 
was politely accepted, and having invited the Mayor and Aldermen, 
together with the eitizens of Galveston, I got under-weigh and stood. out 
for the fleet, off the bar; when near them I came to, on the star-board 
quarter of the Nereide ( Flag-ship), and received a salute of 13 guns 


from her, which was promptly returned by the Zavala; after visiting - 


him, together with the Mayor, Aldermen and citizens, 'I returned on 
board, got under-weigh and stood across his bow, giving three cheers as 
I passed, which was returned by the Admiral, hoisting, at the same time, 
at his fore, the National Flag of Texas—gratified at this demonstration 
of reciprocity by a high functionary of a mighty power towards my 
countrymen of Texas, I instantly ordered three cheers, which were ac- 
cordingly given, most heartily, and stood in for our anchorage; where- 
upon the whole fleet got under-weigh and stood to the South and East, 
evidently carrying with them to France impressions of Tezas and 
Texians, towards which, together with the officers under my command, I 
am proud in having borne an humble part as Commander of the Zavala. 

In relation to this vessel, sir, I would state that, having made myself 
- familiar with all her capabilities and deficiencies, I have no hesitation 
in saying that she may be made eminently efficient and useful to the 
country, in view of which I requested your predecessor to give me orders 
to fit her out, as a duty I owed to the service, in which I have the honor 
to hold a’ commission, and, in reply, I was informed by the Hon. Secre- 
tary that he would order Capt. Moore to return from the United States, 
as soon as practicable, to superintend the re-fitting of the Zavala, which 
he thought proper, ‘unsolicited to place under my command ; ; Capt. Moore 
being in the United States, uncertain where to be found, and-but a few 
days departed from Texas. Proudly conscious, sir, of having faithfully 
and honestly done my duty as a Commander, I confess my surprise and 
mortification at this manifestation of distrust on the part of your prede- 
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cessor, anë, as I reiterated to the Hon. M. Hunt, while Secretary of the 
Navy, I would respectfully repeat, to the Hon. Secretary, that the ex- 
penses' necessarily and unavoidably incurred by this vessel, lying idle in 
port as she is and has been, would in a few months fit her out thor- 
oughly ; besides, that the surplus furniture, &c. which is a dead captial 
to the Government and depreciating daily, if judiciously disposed of at 
auction, would serve to meet a larger proportion of the expense of fitting 
out, say $8 or 10,000, if no more, for which I would refer you to her 
inventory, deducting, say, 15 per cent. for wear and tear, with breakage, 
by which you will, at least, come within the amount they would bring; 
as a duty then, sir, which I owe to this arm of the public defence, in 
justice to myself and the gallant young officers under my command, I 
respectfully request the Department to give me orders to refit this vessel 
to the best possible advantage, and have her in readiness for active serv- 
ice, confident as I am of the practicability as well as necessity of the 
measure; and unfit for the purposes of warfare as she was delivered over 
by her original owners. I unhesitatingly state that she can be so fitted 
out as to render important, and lasting services to the country, particu- 
larly at the present crisis in Mexican affairs. As to her hull, which is most 
material, I have rarely seen a vessel, of any kind, so strong, so well put 
together, and is decidedly the stiffest steam-boat I ever saw; her only 
serious deficiency consists in the unsupported state of her decks, and the 
exposed condition of her machinery—the former must be done by knees 
and stanchions, before she can bear her battery; the latter may be reme- 
died in a great measure, until she has made a eruize or two, and is 
fairly tested; I would, therefore, most confidently recommend that she 
be fitted out as speedily as possible, to cruise on the coast of Mexico, 
where, in six months, I believe, I can make her pay the-expense of her 
purchase to the Government,—to accomplish an object so important to 
our interests as a nation, and doubtless ardently desired by the Hon. 
Secretary of the Navy, I,would beg leave to propose that arrangements 
be accordingly made, first to take off her saloon entirely, and, with the 
lumber build a poop, and top-gallant fore-castle; the former for the 
apartments of the Commander; the latter for the increased comfort and 
convenience of the seamen, as well as for other purposes, which will give 
ample space for all her guns, at the same time, by removing the apart- 
ments of the officers, give room for as much fuel as required, and suffi- 
cient space for all the store-rooms necessary on board a man-of-war, to 
increase which I would raise the berth-deck 1 1-2 or 2 feet, and still 
have ample height for the apartments below; her decks being 7 feet 3 
inches from plank to plank; secondly, that all her beams be kneed and 
stanchioned so as to enable her to bear her battery with ease—that her 
bulwarks be strengthened by filling up the space between the stanchions 
with cork and lined inside with plank, so as to render it impervious to 
musket and small cannister shot, which is a material consideration, be- 
sides the fact that the injury produced by concussion in firing would be 
obviated: thirdly, that she be rigged as a three masted schooner, with 
fore and main-top-sail, thereby giving her a gain of 10 days out of 30, 
which is a certain calculation for fair winds, and frequently she will 
gain 15 out of 30.days in the course of six months by managing her 
judiciously. 

The Zavala, at present, will carry 1200 barrels of coal, and with all 
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three boilers, she will consume 10 bbls. per hour, which, closely econ: 
omized, will run her between 5 and 6 days,—by. shutting off the after 
. boiler, she will consume about 6 bbls. per hour and run her 8 days; with 
all three boilers, she will make from 12 to 16 knots per hour in fair 
weather—shut off the after boiler, and the two forward ones alone will 
run her 8 or 10 miles per hour. She may be made to carry twice as 
much fuel, if not more, than at present, which will enable her to run, 
with ease, 16 or 17 days upon the forward boilers, without the aid of her 
sails, using all three boilers, when speed is required in chase, and rigged 
as proposed, allowing only ten days out of 30 for fair wind; speed being 
required by a cruiser only in pursuit, the same fuel would run her 25 
to 30 days; when she has a fair wind, it is necessary to make steam 
enough only to keep the wheels in motion and thereby hold no dead 
water to impede her progress, which can be done upon 4 bbls. of coal 
per hour, giving hér an advantage, while running, as 4 is to 6, the 
vacuum produced by only 4 bbls., being sufficient to effect the desired 
object, and, at any time, thus running, a head of steam may be gotten 
upon her, when speed is necessary in chase, in a half hour or there- 
abouts. In this way, 1 am sure, she can cruise 25 to 30 days, with ease; 
say no more, and, in that time, properly armed, manned gnd equipped, 
and skillfully managed, she may do an, immense deal of injury on the 
coast of Mexico, and should the Department contemplate a longer cruise, 
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of purchasing a schooner of, 
say, 70 or 100.tons, and keep, her as a tender to supply the Zavala with 
fuel, &c., and armed with a pivot and two-waist guns, she might 
be of great assistance in transporting the men from point to point where 
the Zavala could not run without danger; and to accomplish this object, 
I would say 8 to 10 weeks will be ample time, after it is commenced ; 
and, with due deference to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, I believe this 
to be the only means, by which Texas may expect for years to come to 
extort recognition of her independence from Mexico. A familiar ac- 
quaintance, sir, with the modern Spanish character, for three years in 
South America, taught me that, with such people, words can effect 
hothing, but apply the lash, touch their purses, or their persons, and 
they instantly yield in submission to Anglo-Saxon superiority; and 
which is the only means of producing a permanent impression upon a 
desperate Spaniard. 

Annoying them thus, will be a means of drawing the attention of their 
land forces from the interior, and divert them from point to point on 
the coast, thereby giving the land forces of Texas an opportunity to 
make inroads upon their territory, probably of a permanent nature; a 
more favorable time, for which we never had, every thing comparatively 
quiet on the coast, and no vessels, at present, to protect it, and, at any 
rate, nothing. of this kind suspected. Her battery consists of a long 
18 pivot, a long 12 do, and 4 18 mediums, all of which she can carry 
with ease, and, I think, the two mediums, presented to the Government 
by the officers of tlhe Zavala, besides which, will render her formidable 
any where, especially, when coming in contact with the ignorant, cow- 
ardly Mexican, Having been verbally instructed by his Excellency the 
President to make a report, and such suggestions in relation to the Za- 
vala, &c., as in my humble estimation were necessary, I have done so 
to the best of my knowledge, honestly and faithfully, and should they 
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meet the approbation of the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, having no other 
ambition to gratify, than to do my duty to the Government of Texas, I 
shall be proud and happy to carry them into effect, at the pleasure of 
the Department. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 1 would state, sir, that, with 
such officers and such men as I have on board the Zavala, I would not be 
afraid to attempt any thing. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


[ Signed] A. C. HINTON, Commander. 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 1. 


Amount of appropriations for the Navy for one year, according to the 
estimates made out. 


For the office of the Navy Department,  - $10,000 
For the pay of officers, seamen .and 

marines, - - - - - 254,908 
For provisions, - - - - - “8,177 09 
For clothes and equipment for marines, - 8,513 50 
For the purchase of clothing, &c. - - 55,840 
For Ordnance stores, - - 26,141 


- For stores in the Masters”, Gunners’, Boat- 


swains’, Carpenters’, and Sail-makers’ 

Department, - - - - - 65,000 
For vessels’ expenses, in commission and ' . 

the Navy-yard, including surgical in- 

struments, &c., medicines, pilotage, 

freight of stores, provisions, and cloth- 

ing, fuel, candles and stationary, - - 65,000 
For paying Civil officers, - - 10,300 
For building a temporary Naval store, ' 

and Blacksmith's shop at the Navy-yard 8,000 


$571,879 59 
Deduct the amount for the purchase of 
clothing, &c., as they are charged to the 
men as drawn out by them. - - 55,840 


> $516,039 59 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 2 
` Estimate for Ships of 18 Guns. 


One Post-captain — - - $4500 per ann. $4500 
Four Lieutenants - - 1500 6000 
One Master - - 1000 79 1000 
One Surgeon of the fleet > 0c 1500 > 1500 


One Purser - - 1500 2 1500 
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One Assistant-surgeon - - 950 ” 950 | 
One Secretary to Com'r-in-Chief - `- 1000 > 1000 7 
One Capt. of Marines, including rations — ? 772 + 
Seven Midshipmen - 400 » 2800 o 
One Captain’s clerk | - - 500 ” 500 ; 
One Boatswain - - 500 > 500 
One Gunner - -_ — > 500 
One Carpenter - - —— 2 500 
One Sail-maker - - — » 500 
One Yeoman DELE 25 per month 300 
Two Boatswain's mates - - . 19 » 456 
One Gunner's do mE - ` 19 » 228 - 
One Carpenter's do SENE 19 . ” 228 
Four Quarter-masters - - 18 each” 864 
One Blacksmith - - 18 » - 216 
One Master-at-arms - =- 19” 228 
One Ship’s steward - - 18 » 216 
Two Officers? do - - 18 ” 432 
One Coxwain - =- 18 >” 216 
One Surgeop’s steward - = 18 ” l 216 
One Ship-cook . - =- 18 > 216 
One Sail-maker's mate - - 15 > 180 . 
Three Officers” cooks - - 15 » 540 
One Cooper - - 15 ? -. 180 
Two First Capt. forecastle - - 15 ” 360 
Two do do fore-top - - 15 d 360 
Two do do main-top -= 15 ^? 360 
Four Quarter-gunners - - 15 a ' 720 
Two Second capts. forecastle - - 14 um 336 | 
Two do ‘do fore-top - = ‘14 ” 336 | 
Amount carried over 35,486 
Amount brought forward $35,486 
Two Second capts. mizen-top 14 per month 
One Captain of the hold ZEE 15 >” 180 
Twenty-nine Seamen - - 19 2 4176 
Forty Ord’y do - - 10 2 * 4800 
Ten Landsmen - - - 9 > .1080 
Nine Boys o - - 8 > 864 
Two Sergeants of marines , - - 25 ” 600: 
Two Corporals - - 20 ” 480: 
Highteen Privates - - 14 ” 3024 
Two Musicians - - 14 22 - 336 
$45,586 A 
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DOCUMENT C.—No. 3. 
Estimate for two Brigs of 16 Guns each. 


2 Commanders 

6 Lieutenants 

2 Masters 

2 Surgeons 

2 Pursers 

2 Assistant-surgeons 
14 Midshipmen 

2 Captains’. Clerks 
2 Gunners 

2 Carpenters 

2 Sail-makers 


‘2 Yeomen 
-4 Boatswain's mates 
“2 Gunners’ do 


‘2 Carpenters’ do 
"2 Masters-at-arms 
2 Surgeons' steward 
'8 Quarter-masters 
2 Blacksmiths 
2 Ship's stewards 
4 Officers? do 
2 Coxwains 
2 Ship's cooks 

LÀ 


Amount carried over 
Amount brought forward 


Sail makers’ mates 
Coopers 
Officers" cooks 
First eapt. forecastle 
do do fore-top 
do do main do 
Seeond eapt. forecastle 
do do  fore-top 
do do  main-top 
48 Seamen 
50 Ordinary seamen 
18 Landsmen 
16 Boys 
4 Sergeants of marines 
4 Corporals 
32 Privates 
2 Captains of the hold 
2 Quarter-gunners 


tH 


HS ys e HS HB HR cd eS ad 


Es 


$2500 
1500 
1000 
13334 
1500 
950 


23 


$5000 


6912 
6000 


^ 1,944 


1,200 
5,376 


1,440 


663 
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per ann. 
2 Boatswains | - - 500 ” 1,000 
f . , —— 
Total $73,502 66% 
DOCUMENT C.—No. 4. 1 
Estimates for three Schooners of 5 Guns each. E 
Per annum. r. 
3 Lieutenants commanding - - $1,800 $5,400 l E 
6 Lieutenants -> 1,500 9,000 4 
9 Masters - - 1,000 3,000 É 
3 Pursers - - 1,500 4,500 
3 Assistant-surgeons - - .950 2,850  " A 
12 Midshipmen - =- 400 4,800 ES, 
3 Captain's clerks - =- 500 1,500 4 
3 Boatswains - - 500 1,500 di 
3 Gunners - - . 500 - 1500. "E 
. Per month. -1E 
3 Carpenters’ mates  : - - $19 $694 y 
3 Boatswains do - - 19 684 l : 3 
Amount carried over $—— —— -q 
Amount brought forward $——— —— " 
Per month. è 
3 Yeomen - =- 18 648 E 
9 Quarter-Masters - - 18 1,944 B 
3 Ship's cooks - =- 18 648 EN 
3 Ship's stewards - =- 18 648 , dE 
6 Officers? do - - - 18 1,296 * 
9 Blacksmiths =- =- 18 648 v 
3 Masters-at-arms - = 18 648 a i 
3 Surgeons’ stewards - - 18 648 A 
3 Sail-makers’ mates - - 15 540 : E 
9 Quarter-gunners - - 15 1,620 y 
3 Captains of the hold - - - 15 540 E 
6 Officers? cooks - - 15 1,080 
6 First captain forecastle - - 15 1,080 
6 do do  fore-top - - 15 1,080 
57 Seamen =- =- 12 8,208 
30 Ordinary do l - - 10 3,600 2 
9 Boys - - 8&6 864. ; 
-3 Sergeants of Marines - - 25 900 d 
6 Corporals - - 20 1,440 Y 
30 Privates - - 14 4.840 M 
$68,338 . 
s 
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DOCUMENT C.—No. 5. 


Estimates for the Steamer of War Zavala. 


Per annum. 
1 Commander - - $2,500 $2,500 
3 Lieutenants - 1,500 4,500 
1 Master - - 1,000 1,000 
1 Surgeon -- — 1,333 334 
1 Purser - - —— 1,500 
1 First Lieut. of marines ——— 652 
1 Assistant-surgeon - —— 950 
_% Midshipmen - 400 2,800 
1 Captain’s clerk | - - —— 500 
1 Boatswain - —— 500 
1 Gunner - - ——— 500 
1 Carpenter - —-—— $ 500 
Amount carried over | 
Amount brought forward $———— 
Per annum 
1 Engineer - - 1,500 
3 Assistant do - 1,200 3,600 
12 Firemen - - 360 | 4,320 
Per month. 
9 Boatswains’ mates - - 19 456 
1 Carpenters” do - 19 228 
1 Gunners’ do - - 19 228 
1 Master-at-arms - 19 ~ RB- 
4 Quarter-masters - - 18 864 
1 Yeoman - 18 216 
1 Blacksmith - - 18 216 
1 Ship-steward - 18 216 
2 Officers’ do - - 18 432 
1 Coxswain - 18 216 
1 Ship's cook - - 18 216 
1 Captain of the hold  - 15 180 
13 Seamen - - 12 1,872 
34 Ordinary do - 10 4,080 
6 Boys - - 8&6 576 
* 2 Sergeants - 25 600 
2 Corporals - - 20 480 
16 Privates - 14 2,688 


$40,647 334 
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DOCUMENT C.—No. 6. j 


Estimate of Clothing and small stores for 600 Seamen, and small stores 
for 147 Marines for one year; which are charged to the men as 
drawn by them. 


mn 
B T g a 2 
E o uà 3 E 
E e Ay 5 ii 
! re 
Pea jackets lis 600 100 700 8 . 5,600 
Blue cloth do 2 1,200 200 1,400 6 8,400 
2  ? trowsers 17” 600 100 700 4 2,800 
Gurnsey frocks 3” 1,800 600 2,400 ” 80 1,920 
Flannel drawers 2” 1,900 400 1,600 ” 40 640 
Yarn stockings 2” 1,200 200 1,400 ”. 20 280 
Black handkerchiefs 3” 1,800 600 2,400 ” 60 1,40 
Duck frocks 4? 2400 600 3,000 1 20 3,600 
?  trowsers . 4” 2,400 600 3,000 *1 3,000 
Yds. of sheeting — 18 ” 10,800 1,200 12,000 ? 30 3,600. 
^? ^" nankeen 6 " 3,600 600 4,200 ” 20 840 
Pairs of coarse shoes 27” 1,200 400 1,600 1 1,600 
» 7 fine ditto 3” 1,800 200 2,000 1 25 2,500 
Mattresses L7” 600 200 800 4 8,200 
Blankets 1” 600 200: 800 4 1,600 
Tin-caps 2” 1,200 400 1,600 ” 10 160 
Tin-pans 2” 1,200 400 1,600 ” 124 200 
' Iron-spoons 2” 1,200 1,200 1,400 " 3 42 T 
Bottles mustard 2” 1,200 200 11400 ” 25 8350 1 
Bl black pepper 4? 2,400 600 3,000 ” 10 3,000 E 
i red do 2” 1,200 300 1,500 ” 20 300 A 
* Jack knives ' 3 ” 1,800 800 2,100 ” 40 840 A 
Sheath do- 3” 1,800 150 1,950 ” 50 975 ^ 
Fine combs 1 600 150 750 ” 10 75 P 
Coarse do 2” 1,200 300 1,500 ^? 10 150 E 
Pair of shoe-brushes 1” 600 200. 800 ^? 25 200 E 
Boxes blacking . 2” 1,200 400 1,600 ” 124 200 > 
Serubbing brushes 27 1,200 200 1,400 ” 30  - 420 4 
Yds. black ribbon 6” 3,600 300 3,900 ” * 64 248 75 y 
Hands of grass ` 12” 7,200 900 $8,100 " 64 506 25 y 
Papers of needles 4” 2,00 600 3,000 ” 123 250 x 
Sticks of tape 6” 3,000 600 4200 " 4 168 es 
Lbs. of tobacco 12 ” 7,200 2,000 9,200 ” 30 2,760 : 
" >? salt water soap 24 ” 14,400 4,800 19,200 ” 40 7,680 
$55,840 00 
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Estimate of Ordnance Stores for one year. 


2,000 Twenty-four pound round shot at 4 cents 
600 Stand twenty-four pound grape do: - 


209 ?  eannister do - 
4,000 Eighteen pound round shot - - - 
1, 200 Stands eighteen lbs. grape do - 
400 ` do do cannister do - 
3,500 Twelve pound round shot - -= 7 
t 000 Stand twelve ee grape do - 
“350 T do | cannister do - 
250 ` Nine do round do - 
50 Stand T do grape do - 
25 " do  cannister do .- 
750 Thirty-two do round do - 

150 Stand thirty-two pound grape do - 


50 do e 
250 Hand grenades 


5,000 Lbs. of cannon powder 


DOCUMENT C.—No. Y 


do  cannister a 


at 16 cents 


3,000 ” 7 priming do 


100 Port-fires 
200 False do - 
200 Blue lights 
24 Powder-horns 
175 Tube boxes and 
12 Divisions tubes 
60 Passing boxes 
12 Battle lanterns 
80 Match staffs 


2 Setts shot guages —-  - Bo e ow 


me - - - am seo. 
- ~ - - - e 
- -- - - - ~ 


belts E $ "E 


- e. - - - 
- 
— - - - Ll 


- - - - “m - 


25 Reams cartridge paper 
64 Pieces of red flannel 
31 7” £4” yellow ditto 
18 > =” white do 


Add $100 extra yds. 


flannel, wafers $100 


Green baize $150, fearnought 2200 


Contingencies . - 


* 


$26,141 


yl 
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. DOCUMENT C.—No. 8. 


Estimates of 856 Rations for one year. 


" P E RB. 
ep EL È ¿8 ? 
x e E a, e 5 ra Y so 
g EPS 25 qd Sas E ' 
3 Su $, = a Se E d 
m IIS Xd og. Y a o P g ES +5 
E 338 sE 8 Sea zo Ug 8 
< EE E A E E'S 8, 4 A oO 
— y —— a Of CEE o ee OT” . 
Beef 33 Ibs. is 2,996 lbs. 52 155,792 Ibs. at 10 15,579 20 ; 
Pork Hu CEU oe 2.568 d 133,536 » ? 10 13,356 60 
Bread 98 oz. ” 5,2934 >” 7" 272,068 ” ” 5 13,503 à 
Flour 1 lbs. " 856 " =” 44,512 2 4A 1,780 48 oe 
Raisins 4 oz " 214 " >”? 41,128 » 90 2,225 60 4 
Butter 27 ^" 107 » >»? 5 564 > 40 1,112 80 
Cheese 6” 25 8321 ” id 16,692 ” 20 3,3838 40 
Sugar pe 2 3744 72 >» 19474 » 9 1,947 40 
Tea 4? 2 214 » ” 11198 ' ” 75 8,846 
Rice 3 pint " 53% gals. ” 2,782 gals.” 48 1,335 36 
Beans p c cv Wow di 5,564  ” 40 2,225 60 
Molas’s qo m 584 "7" >” 2,782 ?” ? 40 1,112 80 
Vineg’r i" ? 53847 >» 2,782 20 556 40 
Spirits 31" " 3741? ^" 19461 ” ” 45 8,757 45 
$75,177 09 
Contingencies ~ 8 2 2 1 =- 3,000 — 
$78,177 19 
DOCUMENT C.—No. 9. Estimate for Navy Yard. 
Per annum. - 
1 Post-captain m ME $3,500 -  - $3,500 EO 
1 Lieutenant - - 1,500 E 1,500 - 
1 Surgeon - * 14350 - - 1,250 E 
1 Purser to Yard & Ree’v ship 1,500 - 1,500 if 
1 Chaplain - - 1,200 - - 1,200 = 
1 Professor of mathematics ~- 1,200 - 1,200 = 
1 Boatswain - - 500 :-  - 500 A 
1 Gunner - =- 500 - 500 E 
1 Carpenter - - 500 - - 500 $ 
1 Sail-maker - ~- 500 - 500 “$ 
1 Clerk of yord - - - 900 - - - 900 E: 
i do to Commandant - - 900 - 900 = 
Per month & 4 rations. zi 
1 Captain of marines . -= 40 ? do 682 e 
1 First Lieutenant of do - ` - 30 - ” do- 562 E 
1 Second do”  ” do - - 25 - " do 502 i 
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2 Sergeants "od. 8 95 +- S 
- 2 Corporals - ~ 20 - 
2 Musicians d - - 14 - - 


18 Privates - Se l 14 - 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 10. 


Estimate for Recewing Brig Potomac. 


~ 


Per annum. 
1 Lieutenant commanding 1,800 
1 Assistant-surgeon , - - 950 
3 Midshipmen - = 400 
Per month. 
1 Boatswain’s mate - - 19 . 
1 Master-at-arms - - f 19 
1 Ship’s steward - - 18 
1 Officers’ do. - - 18 
1 Ship’s cook . - .- 18 
1 Officer's do - ʻ 15 
4 Seamen » - 19 
5 Ordinary ditto - - ` 10 
5 Landsmen ` - - 9 
3 Boys - - 8&6 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 11. 


Memorandum of Stores in the different Departments. 


MASTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


24 tons of kentlege for brigs, 15 do for ships. 

24  ? ? do ” schooners. 
A sheet anchor for the ship, and 1 for the brig. 
A bower anchor for each of the schooners. 


EXTRAS. 


A bower anchor for the ship, 2 do for the brigs. 
do do  ” ? sehooners. 
do for Steamer Zavala. 
chain cable for the brig, 1 do for the ship. 
do do ” " schooners. 
hawsers, log-lines, leads and bunting. 


CO Y I2 ol C5 


Amount 


300 
240 
336 
3,024 


$19,596 


1,800 
- 950 
1,200 


228 
228 
216 
216 
216 
180 
576 
600 
540 
288 


$7,938 | 


- 


$16,000 


+ 
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BoaTSWAINS' DEPARTMENT. 
Rope of different sizes; 18 thread, 15 thread, 6 : 
and 9 thread ratlin, spun yarn, houslin, 
marline, sewing and roping twine, leather, 
palms and palm-irons, marline-spikes, fids, 
and serving-mallets, and other small : 
articles. Amount 16,000 
GuNNERS' DEPARTMENT. 
3 Small forges and bellows, 3 sets of tools and 
anvils, a set of magazine measures, iron 
and steel, (for each vessel), paints, oil, and 
turpentine, for keeping battery in order; 
tools and oil for cleaning small arms, sheet 
.lead, pig-head for running balls. 
| : Amount 5,000 
CARPENTERS' DEPARTMENT. 
Extra tools, &c., lamp-oil, paint-oil, paints and 
spirits of turpentine, nails and tacks, planks 
and boards pad, and other locks, a bell for ship 
and brig. | Amount 8,000 
SAIL-MAKERS' DEPARTMENT. 
Canvass for extra sails and repairs for each ves- 
sel, canvass for cots, hammocks, boat-sails, 
awnings, bolt-rope, palms, needles, wax-twine, 
marline-spikes, fids' and commanders. Amount - $15,000 
Total amount $60,000 
DOCUMENT C.—No. 12. 
i Marine Corps. 
1 Major - e x : Pai 
1 Capt. (with pay ot > Maj. to act & as Adjutant, 
Quarter-master and Pay-master, - = = ——— 
Per month and 4 rations. 
2 Captains - - - - at $40 >? do ar 
2 First Lieutenants - =- 30 - " do 652 
2 Second ` do - - 25 - > do 592 
13 Sergeants - - ~- - 25 - - 3,900 
16 Corporals - - - 20 - - - 2,880 
144 Privates - = - 14 - - 19,152 
4 Musicians o mee - -e 672 
" $25,020 
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pl pl ER EE IHR 


LIST OF CIVIL OFFICERS. 


Per annum. 

Navy Agent - - - - - - - - $2,400 
Naval store-keeper - - - - - - - 1,700 
do constructor - ~ - - - - - - 2,300 
Master-armorer - - - o - - - 1,500 
do  -eooper  - - - - - - - 1,200 
do blacksmith - - - - - 1,200 
$10,300 


Norg.— Carpenters, Armorers, Blacksmiths and Coopers, to be em- 


ployed as the exigencies of the service may require. 


Caps, complete 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 13. 
Estimate of Clothes allowed by Government to 147 Marines. 


1 to each man. 


Coats, do p cx. de 
Wool overalls, prs. 2 7 " do 
Cotton do, id 3” ” do 
Wool jackets i? ” do 
Cotton do p.v de 
do shirts Qc s E UO 
Flannel do 2 Ue t^ do : 
Shoes, prs. 3 "7 ? do : 
Stockings 3 7 ” do 
Blankets 1?" ” do 
Forage caps 1 7” ” do 
Great coats 1 7” ” do 
Leather stocks 27 * do 
Drawers, prs. 3.7 ” do 
147 Marines - - - -at $41 50 $6,252 50 
97 Muskets, bayonet-scabbard, 
Cartouch bos and belt | at 13 1,501 
Extras - - - - 1,000 
$8,513 50 


DOCUMENT C.—No. 14. 
Estimate of Articles to be purchased by Capt. E. W. Moore in 


New-York. 
A bell for one brig and three schooners - - $800 
12 Tons of kentlege (if necessary) - - - 2,130 
1 Anchor and hemp cable - - - - - - 1,500 
400 Eighteen pound shots at 4 cents per lb. 288 


700 Twelve 2 round ditto - zm 5 i z 336 
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25 Nine "i do do - - E - - ..9 

100 Percussion locks - - - - - - - 850 

4,350 Lbs. of cannon powder at 16 cents ? - - 690 

500 ” ” priming do at, 25 cents ^? - - 125 

2,000 Percussion wafers - - - - - - 5 

Amount carried over Rs 

Amount brought forward $————— 

4 pieces of white flannel ©- - - - - 24 

15 ^" ”red do o 90 

7 "C  ? Yellow do - - - 42 

Yellow, blue, white and red bunting (320 yds. ) 2,000. 

Books on Court Martials and Maratimel aws 300 

Bowditch navigators for midshipmen - 172 

Journals and watch bills (blank) - - 200 

A set of signal lanterns for each vessel = 150 

Stores in Masters’ Department (1 & 3 schooners) 200 

do in Gunners’ do (1 & 3 do ) 100 

do in Boatswains’ do (1 & 3 do ) 1,200 

do in Carpenters’ do (1 & 3 do ) 1,000 

do in Sail-makers’ do (1 & 3 do ) 600 

Expenses for vessels in recruiting service 5,000 

$18,711 

DOCUMENT D. 

Statement of the Drafts drawn. on the Appropriation made for the Navy 

on the 26th of January, 1839, for $250,000 i 


.May 1, 1839. Amount drawn, previously to ] 
his date - - $5,760 58 


July 1, ” Amount drawn, previously to 
this date and since the 1st 


of May Box x 5,730 53 


>? > >  AGAtthis date, a system of ac- 
countability was commenced 
in this Department; whereas, 
: - previously the second Auditor . 
a * alone had kept the accounts, $ 
4 a reference to which will shew 
the detail of the disbursements. 


» $9,  ” Draft in favor of Schooner Oak - 120 | 
ii idi ~ Draft in favor of J. T. Wright - 400 1 
EM UNE. » » >» P? MKinney € Williams 1,486 61 | 1 
> 10 =” » » ? ? W, T. Brannun, NEU y E 
Agent - 10,000 ` E 

A 2. we E. AN Winkle, Brothers " 05 
$ Co.  - 411 50 
Amount carried over pue as 
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July 12 1839. 
» 3 » 


» 18 >? 
» 1 5 t 39 
3 23 » 
35 16 zt 39 
» 9 4 23 
2 25 » 
” 80 * 
39 31 33 
Aug.ji2, ” 
3? 25 »” 
33 5 23 
>” 29 > 
3 1 6, 29 
E 19 35 
- 9? 23 33 
» 97 33 
» 23 » 
2) 29 E 
2 31 3 
23 25 35 


5 23 
» > » 
33 25 23 
23 25 22 
» 25 5 
25 35 33 
> » 

12, 

Oct. 28, ” 
33 25 33 
35 22 22 

+ 


Draíts in favor 
33 33 3? 


2 
2 
33 


Amount brought forward 


of Van Winkle, & Co. 1,524 23 
i do do - 717 53 
? J. W. Tickenor  - 99 

2 J. T. Doswell - 2,246 40 


” League, Andrews & Co. 4,304 75 


” George Simpson  - 72 00 
2 A. S. Hasseltine & Co 564 50 
idi do - - 304 25 
? W. T. Brannúm, Navy 

Agent © 6,000 
? Steamer Correo - 232 
” Steamer Emblem 30 
” R. B. Peck - 432 14 
" do -. 83 25 
2 ©. F. Fuller - 213 20 
? R. A. Taylor € Co. - 729 25 
? Steamer Rufus Putnam 59 
? Cruger & Moore - 680 
” George Fisher & Co. 810 
? Steamer Correo - 202 
? Geo. Fisher € Co. 5 
” W. T. Brannum, Naval 

Agent 10,000 


” J. G. Tod, Navy Agent 
in the United States 10,000 ` 


.^ P. W. Humphreys - 10,000 


? J. E. Stephens 99 65 
? Steamer Rufus Putnam 135 
T do 225 
? John Derrick - 84 
id do 834 55 
ds do - - 373 31 


? Bank of New Orleans 10,000 
2 W. T. Brannum, Navy 


Agent E - 80,000 
? E. W. Moore - - 40,000 
? Louis P. Cooke - 39,596 59 


Total drawn $194,508 77 


Statement of the drafts drawn on the Appropriation made for the Navy 


Jan. 1, 1839. 


May 1, ” 
* July 1, 33 


on the 18th of May, 1838, of $100,000. 


E 


Amouní drawn, previously to 


ihis date - - $23,018 55 
Amount drawn to this date, ) 
and since 1st of Jan. 1839 - 6,834 47 


Amount drawn to this date, 
and since 1st of May 1839 - 7571 
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E NEA Draft in favor of Brig Potomac 
3 33 3 39 39 25 Navy Yard = 
» » » 2 » >» ? Steamer Zavala 
pU GB se c > > >”  ? Charles Sommerville 
wa Au m ?» 7»? » » S. O. Fraser - 
» 23, 99 25 5 »' » S. P. Morse ye 
2 3? 33 33 33 25 25 J. T. Stephens x m 
E. CBS o. ^ 7» >» > P? WS. Williamson - 
wv ub. 2 » > ? » TE. Russell - 
Sept. 5, ” » ? »  " AC. Hinton - 
wc e d "o7? 2 7 jJ.F.Stephens = 
2 (ad » ? >»  ? Robert Giles s 
$5 » 3? 25 5 y 23 do - 
2» » » 2» 2 25 d Nathan Smith - 
» 18, » » » >)  W.T. Brannum . - 
| 


» 9 8, 25 22 » >» 35 d O - 


— 155 


985 YY 
1,264 93 
3,750 
150 
32 05 
56 62 
103 62 
149 65 
66 64 
820 54 
2,942 59 
188 
186 40 


150 45. 


1,145 43 


10,000 


Total Drawn $59,415 01 


Statement of the Drafts drawn on the Appropriation made for survey 
of the Coast of Texas on the 26th January, 1839, of $20,000. 


July 19, 1839. Draft in favor of P. B. Lewis - 
Sept. 5, ” » P?» ? " Ç, Thielman - 


Total drawn 


DOCUMENT E.—No. 1. 


$180 
520 


$700 


Navy DEPARTMENT, April 29, 1839. 
Sir :—You are authorized to purchase for the use of the Navy, one 


hundred and eighty carbines, one hundred and eighty pistols, thirty-six 
levers for carbines, and one cap-primer for each pistol and carbine. The 
Government will not be able to pay for these articles until it effect a 
loan, but ten per cent. interest per annum will be allowed on all pur- 


chases until paid. 
[Signed] 


' To. Carr. E. W. Moonz, Baltimore. 


" DOCUMENT E.—No. 2 


: M. HUNT, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Memorandum. for Patent Arms for the use of the Navy. 


130 Carbines, with bullet-moulds, at $55 each - 
130 Levers at $1; 130 cap-primers, at $1 50 


each 
130 Belt-pistols, with lever and bullet-moulds, 
at $35 each - - 


7,150 


325 
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130 Cap-primers for pistols at $1 50 each - 195 
. 30 Extra levers for carbines at $1 each; 30 cap 
primers at $1 50 each - - 15 
80 Small springs at 20 cents each ; 375 screws 
at 4 cents each - 33 
450- Cones at 5 cents|each; 6 screw plates for 
carbines at $2 50 each - 37 50. 
84 Taps for carbines at 374 cents each; 240 
pistol serews at 4 cents each. - 41 10 
30 Main-springs at 50 cents each; 45 small 
springs at 20 cents each -> - 24 
15 Dogs at 20 cents; 15 hands at 20 cents; 
24 screws for pistols at $1 each - - 30 
40 Cap-primers for pistols at $1 50 each; 8 . 
screw plates for do at $2 50 each DS - 80 
112 Taps for pistols at: 37$ cents each - - 42 
15 Main-springs for cap-primers at 50 cents - 7 50 
30 Small do at 20 cents each; 18 packing 
cases at $1 each . - -> 24: 


* 


$19,614 10 


Insurance on carbines, pistols and rifles $556 50 
180 Cartouch boxes for carbines at $2 each - 360 
180 do do ^" pistols at $2 - - 360 
`~ Insurance on the boxes - gH 25 20 
50 Rifles in possession of the War Department 3,300 
i “$17,515 80 


May 8th, 1839. 
Republic of Texas for Navy Department. 


Bought of Hogan € Thompson, - 
1 6 quires demi “letters received”, Russia 


end band and front - - - - $14 40 

1 6 quires demi “letters sent,” Russia end 
band and front - - 14 40 
1 4 quires cap “station pook end bana & front - 4 40 
12 do do blank 4 bound - - - 1 25 
Box and strapping - - 75 
$33 20 


The above shipped to William Bryant, Esq., Texas Consul 
at New Orleans.’ 


A August 28th, 1839. 
1 2 quires cap book 4 bound faint lined - - $1 25 
9 4 do do full do do round 
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corners lettered at top “Texian Navy" bot- i 
tom expenditures” at $3 50 - - 31 50 


8 6 quires cap letter books faint lined round : 
end lettered at top “Texian Navy" bottom . 
“letter book” at $7 20 - - 57 60 


7 5 quires superroyal 4to ledgers,. Russia 
ends and fronts lettered at top “ledgers” at 
bottom “Texas Navy” at $11 874 - - 85 124 
7 5 quires superroyal 4to day-books, Russia ends 
and fronts lettered at top “day-book” 
at bottom “Texas Navy" ` - - - 83 123 
8 6 quires demi private journals round end ; 
bands and fronts lettered at top “Texas 


Navy” at bottom “private Journal” - - 111 20 
Bot strapping and porterage - - 1 50 
p^ | $408 49 


'The above shipped to care of Mr. H. H. Williams of Baltimore. 


——— 


Republic of Texas. 
Bought of E. € G. W. Blunt, 


1 Theodolite, 2 telescopes. - T. - $260 
7  Warranted 56 h. chronometers at $280 1,960 
1 Sextant $140; 1 do $110 - - 250 
5 do at $85; 7 artificial horizons $5 50 - 635 
7 Azimuth compasses - - 40 - 280 
9 Hanging do - - 10 aa 70 
8 Barometers, with arms - - . 24 - - 192 ] j 
24 Thermometers - - 1 50 - 36 
1 Spy-glass - - ' 50 - - 50 
5 do do - - 45 - - 225 
8 Cases M. M. instruments - - 10 - - 80 
8 Binnacle time-keepers - - 40 - - 320 
48 14 and 48, 28 second-glasses - 50 - - 48 
2 Belcher on marine surveying 7 - - 14 
3 Simms on M. M. instruments 2 - - 6 
2 4 Pole-chains 3 - - 7 
7  Coast-pilots; 12 navigators - 4 - =- 76 
% Nautical almanacs and Y for 1840 1 50 - 21 
7 Books of charts and plans - - 10 - - 70 
7 Set charts - - 1 - - y 
+10 Mefcury for horizon - - 5 - - . 30 
1 Repeating circle - - - - - 190 
4 Quadrants, with telescopes * —— ^ 26 - =- 90 
3 Octants - - 31 - - 90 
7 Flags of all Nations > =- - 4 - - 28 
15 Packing boxes - - .62 ZEE 9 37 E 
Paid cartage, insurance and freight 44 — = 


$5,965 37 É 
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Bill of Patent Arms shipped by order of Capt. Moore to Galveston, for 
account and risk of the Texian Republic. 


50  Carbines, with bullet-moulds at 


50 Levers 
50  Cap-primers 


50 


ing to their tenor, if it was possible to do so upon time. 


e 


let-moulds 


$55 


1 
1 


50 


Amount carried over 


Amount brought forward 
Belt-pistols, with levers and bul- 


-. 


Cap primers for pistols 
Extra levers for carbines 
do Cap primers  - 


Small springs 


Serews 
Cones 


Pistol-screws 
Main-springs 
‘Small do 


Dogs 
Hands 


Screw plates 
Taps for do 
Main-springs to 


Small do 


Packing boxes 


Insurance 
MEE 


Amount of bill, carbines, pisi dic. on 
1st page 


95 . 


1 


50 


1. 


1 


Amount of bill for Nautical instruments, 


&c., 3d page 


Amount of bill for blank books for Navy 
Department, and a set for each vessel - 


DOCUMENT F. 
Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to John G. Tod, 


Naval Agent. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Oct. 26, 1839. 


Sir:—Some time since three requisitions were forwarded from this 
Department with instructions to make contracts for purchases, accord- 


Total amount 


Y o 
oo 


T 
OU: 
e 


wo 
00 
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e2 
Ot 


$5,063 95 


17,215 80 
5,965 37 


408 49 


$28,653 61 


I have since 


received letters from you, in which you give it as your opinion that it 
will be impossible to arrange this matter in accordance with the neces- 
sities of our Navy, without available funds in hand. Arrangements 
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have accordingly been made, by which $39,596 59 have been placed in 
the Merchants’ Bank of New Orleans, subject to the order of H. H. 
Williams of Baltimore, with whom arrangements have been made for 
the furnishing of provisions, ordnance, slops, &c. as the necessities of 
our Navy may réquire, and of this necessity he is to recognize you as 
the judge. He is to make the purchases at your suggestion and con- 
trol with regard to time, character, quantity and quality; and you are 
hereby earnestly requested by me to give a strict and scrutinizing atten- 
tion to every thing, touching this matter, and especially the price of the 
articles to be purchased by Mr. Williams, who, although I believe, to be 
one of the firmest and most. efficient friends, which we have out of the 
pale of our own territory, still I feel bound as an honest publie servant, 
to give you these instructions. 

Since the return: of Capt. E. M. Moore, it has been deemed expedient 
to.revise the requisitions originally forwarded to you, and the accom- 
panying estimates which are to be your guide in directing the purchases 
of Mr. Williams, and, which, you will perceive have been made out with 
the extremest attention to economy, are the result. 

The arrangements with Mr. H. H. Williams are of an indirect char- 
acter, because they have been made with T. F. M’Kinney and Samuel 
M. Williams of Galveston on his account, and of course, this matter is 
not perfeetéd, as it is desirable it should be, and I have, therefore, to 
request of you that, immediately upon the reception of this communi- 
‘cation, you will hold a conference with Mr. H. H. Williams, and have 


a thorough written understanding with him, relative to the mode of , 


purchase, time and method of the delivery; and also with regard to an 
acknowledgment of the reception of the endorsed draft in my favor on 
the Merchants’ Bank of New Orleans, which will be enclosed to you 
for delivery to him, this you will execute without any delay and forward 
the evidences, of having done so, to this Department by Capt. E. W. 
Moore, on his return to Galveston from New-York, to which last place 
he is now ordered. 

Your position, with regard to Texas, renders it necessary that much 
of the vital.interests of your country should be left to your discretion 
and judgment, both of which I respect and rely upon with an abiding 
confidence, and am happy to be able to do so, in consequence of the 
necessity of entrusting to you almost the entire management of our 
Naval purchases. Because of your situation, you enjoy many advan- 
tages of deciding upon the expedieney of every particular of this 
matter, whieh, at present, is debarred this Department, and you are 
consequently instructed to follow what you deem to be the most advis- 
able, even though it may seem to conflict, in some degree, with orders 
to the contrary. l : 

You wil see Com. Moore in New-York, and from him learn the par- 
ticulars of many things not spoken of here, which will be of service to 
you in directing our purchases. I wish you and him to communicate 
fully and frequently with each other. It may be possible that Com. 
Moore will draw upon you for one thousand and five hundred dollars; 
should he do so, you.will honor his draft out of the $10,000,00 draft on 
the United States Bank at Philadelphia, which was forwarded to you 
some time for recruiting purposes. I stand charged in the 2d Audi- 
tor’s office to this last amount, and I am anxious that you should for- 
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ward to me, by the earliest opportunity, your receipt of it, that I may 
be enabled to settle my accounts. 

I wish you to make arrangements for the purchase of six thirty-two 
pound carronades, with carriages for the Steamer Zavala, and have them 
forwarded by the Brig Colorado, on her return to Galveston. 

You will inform the Cashier of the Merchants’ Bank of New Orleans, 
with the utmost promptitude, of your delivery of the draft to Mr. H. H. 
Williams. 

[Signed] LOUIS P. COOKE, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE 


OCTOBER 23, 1839. 


rome 


REPORT: 
OF THE 


COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE 


——— 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE 
Austin, October 23rd. 1839. 


To His Excellency Mirabeau B. Lamar 
President of the Republic of Texas. 


SIB: I have the honor to submit my report, as the head of this De- 
partment, for the consideration of your Excellency; in the performance 
of which, I cannot avoid expressing to you the great distrust I have of 
my ability to represent in a full yet concise manner the true situation 
of the landed interest of this Republic, immediately connected with 
which are the principal resources of the Government, and the future 
prosperity of the country.— 

In accordance with the advice of your Excellency under date of the 
15th April last I have proceeded immediately to appoint agents to in- 
spect the offices of the several Boards of Land Commissioners, who, 
after devoting much time and trouble in executing the duties required, 
have made their corresponding reports in compliance with special in- 
structions previously received from this department. As was antici- 
pated a great number of certificates have been reported as fraudulent, 
others as having been obtained upon illegal testimony, others again 
which are most probably genuine, but not proved strictly in accordance 
with the Law. Owing to the length of these reports, I have deemed it 


unnecessary to make them a part of this report to you. Document A - 


contains a summary of the reports as made by the Agents.— The origi- 
nals will be laid before the committee on public land for their examina- 
tion, or such other committee as may be appointed for that purpose.— 
Transcripts of the evidence upon which each certificate for land was 
issued, have been received from the following counties, viz, Austin, 
Bastrop, Bexar, Colorado, Fort Bend, Harrisburg, Jefferson, Liberty 
and Victoria. From the former no regular report was made by the 
agent, (Mr. Stickney) in consequence of the apparent regularity of the 
record and the fact of the transcript of evidence being completed by the 
clerk of said Board in accordance with previous instructions from this 
Department.— 

By reference to Document B it will be seen that 10,163 land cer- 
tifieates of the first class have been issued by the Boards of Land com- 
missioners, amounting to 6,646 14/25 Leagues or 29,430.350 acres, as 
recorded up to the 18th inst., and that 3073 of the second class have been 
issued amounting to 701 15-25 Leagues or 3,106.783 acres. It will be 
further seen that 1,064 certificates amounting to 465,680 acres have 


“Printed from the original in manuscript volume in General Land Office, Let- 
ter Book, 1, 1839-40, 258-64. A printed copy of this report has not been found. 
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been issued under the act extending donations of land to late emigrants 
approved 4th January last. Document B further shows that 21 cer- 
tificates for one league each of the 10,163 first class, have been issued 
in accordance with the act “making provisions for persons who have 
been permanently disabled in the service of Texas.” Also that 4 cer- 
tificates for one league each have [been] issued to the trustees of San 
Augustine University according to the act of Congress approved 26th 
January 1839.— That frauds have been practised in procuring the cer- 
tifieates from the Boards of Land commissioners, must be evident to all, 
from the number issued, and the quantity in the hands of one indi- 
vidual. In one county upwards of 350 certificates of the first class 
have been issued by the new board since the first of February last. In 
another, more than 150 have been issued since that time. So great in 
fact have been the facilities for manufacturing them, that the indi- 
vidual holding less than 10 for a league and labor each is considered 
but a small operator in this line. It will be seen by reference to the act 
changing the officers of the Board of Land Commissioners approved 26th 
January 1839, that the fourth section provides for the act to take effect 
from and after the second monday in January 1839, (two weeks pre- 
vious to its passage) that consequently the old board continued to issue 
certificates for nearly a month after the new law was to take effect. 
Many of the certificates thus issued have been already located, and 
were the parties holding them obliged to procure others they would not 
only be put to unnecessary expense and inconvenience, but at the same 
time be liable to lose the selections made under them.— 

As many land certificates for head rights as well as bounty land war- 
rants have been lost from time to time, by being in the hands of sur- 
veyors who have been killed, or otherwise, it would seem proper that 
some special act should be passed for renewing them as the present law 


- makes no such provision. Should a general law, however be passed to 


comprehend all cases of this kind too many facilities would be given for 
the practice of fraud. I would therefore recommend the passage of a 
law in which the names of all the parties claiming should be set forth. 
The whole number of surveys of the first class Head-rights received 
and recorded up to the present time is 1713 amounting to 1027 Leagues 
of land, and are situated principally in Bastrop, Milam, Goliad and 
Harrisburg eounties. The whole number of surveys of the second class 
head-rights received and recorded is 212 amounting to 127 Leagues, 
and the whole number of surveys made by virtue of Land warrants issued 
by the Secretary of War including surveys of Donation Lands and now 
recorded is 507, amounting to 304 Leagues, situated in different coun- 
ties.—A much larger number of surveys would have been presented 
but for the too frequent practice with the county surveyors of deliver- 
ing them to the party interested, as well as that of the deputies of re- 
taining their field notes for months in their own hands instead of re- 
mitting the same immediately to the county surveyors. This delay on 
the part of the deputies not only prevents the possibility of furnishing 
connected maps of the counties, but operates greatly to the prejudice of 
the party for whom such surveys are made. Another very serious ob- 
stacle which prevents surveys from being returned to this office, is the 
continual conflict arising from many of the lines of the several counties 
not being perminenily established, many of them being as yet undefined 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAWS 165 


by special acts-of Congress. Add to all this the uncertainty in the loca- 
tion of the old surveys and the difficulty of connecting the new work 
with them.— 

As yet but seven connected maps of counties have been received owing 
in a great degree to the total want of a knowledge of the situation and 
extent of the old surveys and the uncertainty of the true limits of each 
County, but more particularly to the prospect of being paid three dol- 
lars per mile in Promissory notes with no certain prospect of remunera- 
tion for other labor not connected with the actual running of lines”. In 
fact, so great are the difficulties to be encountered in order to make con- 
nected maps of some of the counties that some special action of Con- 
gress seems indispensable in order to point out clearly the manner in 
which the location and limits of many of the old grants shall be deter- 
mined; some of which have never been regularly surveyed. In making 
resurveys of titled lands should the length of the lines as called for in 
the title be alone regarded the due amount of lands in some instances 
would not be included and thereby prejudice the rights of the Grantee, 
in others it would greatly exceed the amount intended; another diffi- 
culty is, that for a considerable portion of the appropriated land lying 
west of the Lavaca and Guadalupe rivers no original titles, are found of 
record: yet it is evident from the copies duly certified, that the corre- 
sponding originals did exist and that the party holding such copies has 
in justice and equity, the same right to the lands comprehended as 
though the original were of record. In some instances these copies 
have been filed in this office with a view of having the rights acquired 
by them respected: and to prevent new locations from being made upon 
the same land.— There being no express law requiring resurveys to be 
made and so many obstacles haveing presented themselves in the execu- 
tion of such resurveys, no general instructions have as yet been given 
from this department relative thereto. With a view of effecting the 
above object I would again recommend as I have previously done the 
creating of a Surveyor Generals office, which should be a bureau of the 
General Land office and to be connected with it: and it should be the 
duty of the Surveyor General under the provisions of a special law, not 
only to direct the resurveying of such old work but generally to super- 
intend and examine all surveys which have been made since the open- 
ing of the Land Offices by this Government, as well as all other work 
which has been, or will be executed by the several surveyors.—Until 
such an office be established and a proper showing of the old surveys 
exibited on connected maps it will be impossible to issue patents with- 
out continual danger of conflicts between the locations and such as had 
been previously granted.— For, whatever might have been the inten- 
tion of Congress as expressed by the 17th section of the General Land 
Law wherein it appears that “any certificate of claim to land, which has 
been or may be obtained in the manner and form herein prescribed, shall 
be sufficient evidence to authorize any lawful surveyor to survey for any 
person holding such certificate any lands which he may point out, agree- 
ably to all the laws which do now, or may hereafter exist on that subject, 
it must be evident to every one who will reflect for a moment, that, to 
allow surveys to be made indiscriminately upon titled land in every part 
of the country would produce endless litigation, and a continual annoy- 
ance to the honest oceupant or rightful owner of the land.—The evils 


a 
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resulting from the establishing of this principle would be of little conse- 
quence, were it not for the fact that the individual locating upon titled 
land, nine times out of ten, seeks only the field notes of such survey duly 
certified to, by the county surveyor, which being accomplished enables 
him to find a purchaser who is ignorant of the facts, and thereby im- 
poses upon such purchaser through the agency of the Government. To 
avoid this difficulty and protect the rights of all, I have with the advice 
of the Hon. Judge Birdsall former attorney General, instructed the 
several county surveyors not to allow locations to be made on such land 
as had been once disposed of by the former Government, and for which 
titles had issued, whether forfeited or not—how far these instructions 
have been observed in some counties, I am unable to state.— 

Some few surveys have been made for individuals, on Galveston and 
Pelican Islands, which, though contrary to the instructions, from this 
Department, have been received in accordance with the advice of the 
present attorney General, the acts of Congress being inconsistent or 
ambiguous in relation thereto. 

It may not be irrelevant here, to state that much difficulty among in- 
dividuals and conflict of surveys are likely to result from the different 
constructions put upon the 9th section of the General land law; some, 
contending that the County surveyor has the right to remove a deputy 
under him. Others, that the deputy giving bond to the President is not 
liable to be removed, except upon forfeiting his bond, after judicial en- 
quiry has been made.— 

As the land law does not clearly entitle the purchaser of a head-right 
to a patent in his own name: and as a large proportion of the first class 
have been transfered frequently upon the back of the certificate issued. 
by the Land Commissioners, in the presence of one witness only; it 
would seem necessary that their should be some law expressly pointing 
out how far such transfers should be recognized or direct the issuing of 
the patents; as well as to define the proper mode of assignment, and the 
appropriate office in which to file such transfers. In consequence of 
there being no place of deposite for those transfers pointed out by 
law ; I have deemed it most advisable to file them with the corresponding 
surveys in this office: although, from the loose manner in which a por- 
tion of them is executed, it would be a difficult point to decide as to their 
legality, or to whom the patent should issue. 

Writs of injunction have been obtained in many instances where a 
contest has arisen between two persons claiming the same land in order 
to restrain me from issuing the patents until the final decision of the 
Court. This plan has been adopted particularly to secure the just rights 
of individuals, as well as from the fact, that in receiving field notes of 
surveys I have thought it most consistant with the present land law, to 
give a preference to the first surveys received, if the same upon exami- 
nation, was found to be duly certified to, even though another survey 
should subsequently be presented bearing the oldest dáte comprehend- 
ing the same land. Much injury in my opinion will result from a 
too frequent use of the word injunction or compulsory process where a 
suit is instituted for perfecting title to lands claimed to be forfeited, 
which in justice belong to minors or absent heirs, in which cases the 
parties defendant seldom have due notice of the process of such suit 
until it be decided—In a few instances I have been cited to appear in 
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person at different county seats to represent: the interests of the Re- 
public, and to show cause why a patent should not issue to the party d 
complaining; the absurdity of which must be evident to every one. The ; 
restrictions imposed upon me by these injunctions necessaryly places in 
this office a greater degree of responsibility in the execution of the 
duties, which otherwise pertain to the head of this department; besides, 
it involves not unfrequently many legal points upon which with satis- 
faction to myself, I am not eapable of deciding. 
Patents have been issued to 230 of the Lots on Galveston Island sold : 
by the Government according to the act of Congress approved June 12th, 
1837. A greater number would have been issued had the necessary re- 
ceipts from the Secretary of the Treasury been presented. 
Patents have not been issued to head rights, for two principal reasons 
viz: the want of the necessary connected maps and the great uncer- 
tainty in the genuineness of the claim upon which many of the surveys 
have been made. All of which is most respectfully submitted by 
Your Excellencies Obedient Servant 
JOHN P, BORDEN 
Com. Gen. Land Office 
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[DOCUMENT A] 


Summary of Reports upon Land Claims by the Agents appointed to 
inspect the Boards of Land Commissioners in accordance with instruc- 
tions from the President of the 15th April 1839. 


Counties By What Agent Remarks 
Examined 


Between 3 & 400 claims issued in 
this county are believed to be spu- 

Sabine I. W. Burton rious & were obtained principally by 
assignees under writs of mandamus 
or eommissions from the Board. 


Some of the claims reported from 
this County are believed to be good, 
but proof deficient. Transactions of 
the “Ola Board” in general, strict, 
but some times imposed upon. 


More than 1300 Certificates have 
issued from this board, many of 
which from the nature of the evi- 
dence given are believed to be spu- 


ES The Records are kept in good 


Shelby I. W. Burton 


San Augustine I. W. Burton 


order. 


4 


But few claims are reported from this 
county supposed to be illegal, and : 
Nacogdoches I. W. Burton they were proved up by interrogatory i 


testimony. 


These claims have generally been 
proved aecording to law, but are, 
many of them, of doubtful character 
The oath was frequently taken before i 
a Justice of the peace or County a 
Judge. 


Bexar Thos. G. Western 


iden 
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Counties 


By What Agent 


Examined 


Remarks 


Fort Bend 5 


Bastrop 


Brazoria 


Colorado 


Fayette 


Jefferson 


Harrisburg 


Robertson 


Montgomery 


Milam 


Houston 


Benj. Grayson 


Benj. Grayson 


Benj. Grayson 


Benj. Grayson 


Benj. Grayson 


H. H. Farley 


Benj. Grayson 


E. L. Stickney 


E, L. Stickney 


E. L. Stickney 


E. L. Stickney 


The claims passed by this board are 


found generally correct except for the 
second class the evidence of claimants 
having served in the army and been 
honorably discharged was not filed. 
In some cases the names of wit- 
nesses are not given. 


claims reported from this Board have 
not been given. Record says “proved 


The names of the witnesses upon the 
Er to Law". 


were proved by certificates from the 
See: "War, and affidavits before Jus- 
tices of the Peace— Witnesses not 


The claims reported from this county 
given. 


are such as did not personally appear 
before the Board, or did not take the 
oath; but are otherwise correct—one 
witness wanting to some of them— 
some are issued by atty. 


E claims reported from this county 


The claims reported from this county 
were proved in part by interrogatory 
testimony & attornies. Some wit- 
nesses wanting—but 13 are reported. 


But two claims reported from this 
county. U 


The claims reported from this county 
are nearly all procured by Atty. or 
Administrator, proof not generally 
sufficient— “Record does not show 
whether assignee or assignor took the 
oath. 


were issued principally to adminis- 
trators, no oath taken in many 
instances. 


Many certificates have issued from 
this board without the witnesses re- 
quired by law. Records of old 
Board are informal. 


The claims reported from this county 
were issued without sufficient prgpf, 
in some instances being only one Wat- 
ness. Some claimants arrived too 
late in the County to be entitled to 
a preference of Location 


Some certificates have issued from 
this board when the oath was not 
taken, other times the proof was 
insufficient. 


{ The claims reported from this County 
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Counties 


By What Agent Remarks 


Examined 


Washington 


Red River 


Liberty , 


Jasper 


Fannin 


Matagorda 


Vietoria 


Jackson 


Gonzales 


Goliad 


The claims reported from this County 
were issued to assignes without suf- 
E. L. Stickney ficient proof of Conveyance. Oath 
|e not taken affidavits were substi- 
tuted for witnesses. 


to be wholly informal— witnesses 
names supposed to be kept by the 


board—Evidence not written out 


The records of this Board are found 
H. H Farley | 


have been reported some of which are 
evidently genuine, some are proved 
by affidavits. ] 


E this County about 100 certificates 


But few claims from this County 
H. H. Farley 


were proved by the same witnesses— 
two or three hundred assignee claims, 
most of which are believed to be 
fraudulent. 


H. H Farley 


have been reported, mostly because 
they were issued in the Ist class— 
should have been issued in 2nd class. 


From this county 13 claims only 
H. H. Farley | 


quently not taken affidavits were sub- 
stituted for witnesses, proof insuff- 
cient,& the clerks record badly kept. 


In this County the oath was fre- 
Thos. Morewood | 


In- this County the claims have been 
properly proved, with but few excep- 
tions—Record is kept in good style. 


Thos. Morewood 


The proceedings of this Board appear 
to have been according to law, with 
few exceptions. 


Thos. Morewood 


Certificates in this County have been 
issued according to law, with but 
few exceptions 


Thos Morewood 


sued in this county, applicants fre- 
quently ‘did not appear before the 
board—the certificates issued to as- 
signees—Records have been mutilated. 
—changed and thrown into complete 
Disorder.— 


Thos Morewood 


E spurious claims have been is- 
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DOCUMENT B. 
Exhibit of certificates issued by.the several Boards of Land Commission- 
ers, since 19th Jan. 1838, and recorded up to 18th Oct. 1839; in accord- 
ance with the act of Congress of 14th Dec. 1837. 


FIRST CLASS 


No. Certificate Leagues Acres Total in Leagues Total in acres 


10163 6,64010/25 — 29,430.3501/s 


SECOND CLASS 


3073 70115 /25 3,106,783 7,948 33,002.8131/s 


THIRD CLASS 
Issued according to act of Congress, approved 4th January 1839. 


1064 465,680 7,5633/25 33,046,6791/8 

With the 10163 certificates first above stated are included 21 for One 

League each issued according to act of Congress “making provisions for 

persons who have been permanently disabled in the service of Texas,” 

also 4 certificates for one League each, which have been issued in accord- 

ance with the “Act to establish and incorporate the College of Decalb” 
approved Jan. 26th 1839. 


REPORT 
OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
WITH 


ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS. 


BY ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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MessaAGE of the President relating to various demands upon the Gov- 
ernment, by the Government of Great Britain, with accompanying 
documents :— 

Also, the report of the Committee on Forèign Relations, to whom was 


referred said message and accompanying documents. 


REPORT, &c. 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 1 
January 8th, 1840. $ 


To the Honorable Senate and. House of Representatives. 


GENTLEMEN, I have the honor to submit to your mature and de- 
liberate consideration, various documents setting forth and relating to 
several demands which have been made upon this Government by the 
Government of Great Britain, in behalf of certain of its subjects. 

The documents À. B. C. and D. relate principally to the capture and 
detention of the British Sehooner Eliza Russell, by the Texian schooner 
Invincible, in the year 1837. By inspection of these papers, you will 
discover that my predecessor has formally acknowledged the sum of 
£865, to be justly due Capt. Russell, the master of the captured schooner, 
and it is now too late to scrutinise the equity of that demand, I would 
therefore respectfully suggest the propriety of making an appropriation 
to enable the Executive to satisfy the claim when it shall be presented 
by the proper authority. 


By document C. it will be perceived that Capt. Russell has advanced ` 


an additional claim founded on the same cause, amounting to £988, 
making the whole demand £1835. In relation to his additional, and as 
I conceive, unauthorised demand, I take pleasure in referring you to the 
letter of the acting Secretary of State, addressed to John Crawford, 
Esq. the English consul at New Orleans, as copied in Document A. By 
reference to the last communication from Lord Palmerston, her British 


Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for foreign affairs it will be per- 


ceived that the amount demanded in behalf of Capt. Russell is confined 
to the claim as first presented, and which had been already recognised 
as just by this Government. The inference is plain and reasonable that 
the extravagant additional claim is abandoned. 

The claim of Messrs. Lizardi, & Co. for goods alleged to have been 
taken by the Texian schooners Brutus and Invincible, from the English 
Schooner Little Penn, amounting, as stated by Lord Palmerston, to 
£2636 14s. 3d. is so entirely unfounded in any facts that have been pre- 
sented to this Government, that I cannot feel it incumbent upon me to 
make any suggestions to Congress relative to its liquidation. Charged 
with the Executive authority of the Government, it will be my care to 
investigate the claim whenever it shall be properly presented for ad- 
justment. As yet no specifications, and no vouchers have been adduced 
in support of it, unless indeed the certificates of two Mexican officers, 
the enemies of Texas, may be considered as such. For myself, I regard 
these as equally destitute of authority and credibility. This claim there- 
fore is so utterly devoid of testimony, and so very discordant with the 


*Reprint of the original pamphlet. This report, with accompanying documents, 
was not inserted in the House Journal because of its length, and also because it 
was not possible to ascertain when the report was read. The journal is incom- 
plete, and the manuseript of the joint resolution “appropriating $3840.60 as in- 
demnity for the capture and detention of the British schooner, Eliza Russell,” 
was not found. The message is also printed in the Senate Jowrnal, 222-3. 
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facts as known to this Government, that 1 cannot abstain from express- 
ing my surprise at its formal presentation by the authorities of Great 
Britain. 

It is with feelings of deep regret that I transmit to the Congress of a 
free and sovereign nation the last letter of Lord Palmerston, dated Lon- 
don, October 23d, 1839, and found in document B.— To whom, or to 
what description of persons his Lordship refers, when he requests “that 
these poor people may have their lands restored to them” is beyond my 
own comprehension. I know of no such people as he describes, and have 
never heard of such; but I am very confident, that if any poor man of 
any nation has suffered unjust damage from the Gov't of Texas, the 
Government will feel itself constrained to render him ample remunera- 
tion. And I am equally confident that this Government, founded upon 
the great principle of equal national and individual rights, will never 
sanction, nor suceumb to the pragmatic doctrine, that one sovereignty 
may control the domestie arrangements of another. "Texas achieved her 
independence by many imminent hazards, and her Constitution pre- 
scribes, that those who shall refuse to participate in the dangers of the 
Revolution shall not participate in the benefits to result from it. It 
was a. declaration sanctioned by every principle of equity, and no foreign 
power has a right, now that the issue is determined, to interrupt its 
practical operation. The second description of persons alluded to in 
Lord Palmerston's letter, are, I presume, certain subjects of Great Brit- 
ain, who once had Empressario grants or eontraets for colonization with 
the late Mexican authorities. These contracts are justly subordinate 
to the civil jurisprudence of Texas, and no foreign nation can have any 
authority, and of course cannot be suffered in anywise to interpose in 
their adjustments. j 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


DOCUMENT A. 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State, to Gen. J. Pinckney Hender- 
son, dated 3rd August, 1837, relative to capture of Schooner Eliza 
Russell. 


SIr,-—I hasten to inform you of the unfortunate capture of the Eng- 
lish brig Eliza Russell, Joseph Russell Captain, bound from Liverpool, 
with merchandize to the port of Sisal, Mexico, by the armed Schooner 
Invincible. The circumstances are briefly these:— orders were issued 
from the Navy Department to Capt. Thompson, that he should exercise 
great prudence, and be careful not to involve us with neutral nations, 
and detain only such vessels belonging to neutral powers as were found 
on examination to have contraband of war on board; in this case, there 


. was nothing of that kind on board, and the Captain clearly transcended 


the orders given by the Government, which circumstance made it in- 
cumbent, according to the usual custom in such cases, on the Executive 
to investigate the subject, and act finally thereon, which he has done, 
and ordered her immediate release, and a replacement from the custom- 
house at Galveston of the ship-stores that had been used. It seems that 
a part of the crew of the Eliza Russell were placed on our armed vessels, 
which have not yet arrived in port, but are, however, daily expected. 
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How this can: be excused in a satisfactory manner to the English Gov- 
ernment, I am unable to suggest, and is a subject on which you will 
have to exercise your discretion. 


The circumstances under which the Secretary of the Navy left the 
seat of Government before your departure, and subsequently embarked 
on board one of the vessels while on furlough, are well known to you. 
He appears to have command of our vessels,—he reported the capture of 
the Eliza Russell, and appointed McKinney prize-agent. 

The President not having the power to stipulate with regard to de- 
murrage and damages that may be claimed by Captain Russell, — has 
ordered that the demand shall be submitted to Congress for settlement 
when it'convenes, which will be on the 25th September next. 

It now devolves upon you, as our representative near the Court of St. 
James, to make a candid, and explicit statement of this unpleasant affair 
to that Government, and assure them in the most positive terms, that 
this Government deeply regrets the. occurrence, and that the act was 
wholly unauthorized. 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, 

Secretary of State. 


———— 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State, to J. P. Henderson, dated. 
March 20th, 1839. i 


The Agents of Lloyd's, at the Havana, have presented a claim of £865 
against this Government, in favor of the brig Eliza Russell, as in- 
demnity for damages and demurrage occasioned by her capture and de- 
tention by the Invincible and Brutus. This Government acknowledges 
the justness of the claim, and the President in his next message to Con- 
gress will recommend an appropriation for its payment. The Agent of 
Lloyd’s have been informed of the disposition of this Government on 
this subject. 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, 

- Secretary of State. 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State, to J. P. Henderson, dated: 
May 20th, 1838. 


The depredations charged by the British Government against Texas 
admits, in the opinion of the President, of the most satisfactory adjust- 
ment. As you have been heretofore informed, the Secretary of the Navy, 
who participated personally in the cruise, and the commandant of the 
fleet, were dismissed on account of violation of orders with respect to 
neutrality. ; 

This Government has never authorished or sanctioned such proceed- 
ings on the part of its officers, but on the contrary, has invariably taken 
the most efficient. means to correct the evils which have occasionally re- 
sulted from insubordination, and as far as practieable, to indemnify the 
injured party. 

With regard to the Little Penn, when the claims for damages shall 
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have been presented, arid aceompanied by such evidence as is usually 
required in cases of the kind, this Government will not hesitate to ac- 
. knowledge the same, and to make the earliest possible provisions for its 
payment. The representation of Lizardi & Co. is equivocal. No nation 
could with justice and respect for its character, acknowledge it on the 
information which they have submitted. In their communication it is 
assumed that none of the cargo of the Little Penn had been cast over- 
board, or washed away by the sea, and consequently that all except the 
portion saved before the arrival of the Texian vessels, was illegally 
seized; these positions are susceptible of proof.—The declaration of the 
officers of the Little Penn, duly authenticated, would be much more satis- 
factory than the depositions of Mexicans. You will observe that the 
citizens Raminez and Martinez do not under take to say that all the 
cargo remained on board the Little Penn except that accounted for when 
the wreck was searched by our vessels: they only say the Texians went 
on board the wreck and took all that remained. How much had been 
plundered by themselves,— how much buried in the sand, &c. &c., we 
are left to conjecture. 

When the amount and value of the property seized shall be ascer- 
tained, this Government will not object to its payment; it will be for 
the claimants, of course, to state how much that is. 

I herewith send you copies of all the documents to be found in the 
Archives of this Government relating to the Little Penn, whieh you will 
use at your discretion. 

Wil not England appoint some kind of an agent to reside in this 
Republic; such an arrangement would facilitate very much the adjust- 
ment of private claims. 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, 

Secretary -of State. 


——— 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State to J. P. Henderson, dated 
June 6th, 1838. 


With respect to the claims of British citizens against this Government, 
«n account of the capture of the Eliza Russell, and other depredations 
‘said to have been committed, Congress has adjourned without having 
made an appropriation out of which they ean be paid. 

This Government has no disposition to reject such of those claims as 
are just, but it will be exeeedingly deficient to settle them without an 
agent here representing the claimants and their country. 

The course you have pursued in England has met the unqualified 
approbation of this Government. 

| Signed | R. A. IRION, 

Secretary of State. 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State to J. P. Henderson, dated 
November 28th, 1838. 


With regard to the demands of indemnity, by the British Govern- 
ment in behalf of its citizens for injuries sustained by them in conse- 
quence of the capture and detention of the British brig Eliza Russell, 


AAA ER ARA 
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and the alleged seizure of British goods on board the Little Penn and 
Abispa, by armed vessels of Texas. The President fully approves the 

ounds which you have assumed in your communication of the.3d of 
September to Lord Palmeston on this subject. 

' The documents relating to this matter, referred to in my despatch of 
20th of May, were put up in a separate package, in order that both might 
go by the express mail of the U. States, which carries letters only that 
are under a limited weight. 

Although those documents embraced all the information that could be 
obtained, I was aware that the evidence therein contained was far from 
being satisfactory. 

The manner in which they could be.most advantageously used, was 
left entirely to your judgment and discretion, and I am gratified to see 
that you have given such a direction to the subject, that will, it is be- 
lieved, lead to a speedy and satisfactory adjustment of the whole matter. 

Respecting the Eliza Russell, the house of Lloyds at Havana for- 
warded a claim against this government. Messrs Vogelsang & Co. of 
New Orleans, the latter acting as agents for D. Austron & Co. of the 
Eliza Russell, demanding the sum of £865 as indemnity for damages 
and demurrage in consequence of her capture and detention by the 
Brutus and Invincible. 

It appears the Eliza Russell sailed from Galveston shortly before the 
equinoetial storm of 1837, which she encountered in the Gulf and re- 
ceived so much damage from it, that she was compelled to put into Ha- 
vana to repair; this is the cause why the demand is so much larger than 
would otherwise have been. 

The President directs me to instruct and authorize you to enter into 
a negotiation with any agent who may be appointed by the British Gov- 
ernment to adjust the claim above referred to, and agree upon the 
amount which is justly due the agent of the said vessel, according to the 
assurances heretofore made by this Government to Captain Russell. 

As respects ¿he amount of indemnity, you are hereby authorized to 
stipulate for the payment of any sum not exceeding the one above men- 
tioned. The general power which 1 transmitted to you in March last, 


- under the great seal of the Republic, confers upon you the most ample 


authority, to treat and negotiate with Great Britain and France on all 
subjects, to which 1 beg leave to refer you on this occasion. : 

Congress is now sitting and may act on the Eliza Russell's case during 
the present session, and appropriate the amount claimed; I think it is, 
however, doubtful. 

Concerning the Little Penn, you have certainly taken the best posi- 
tion the circumstances would permit. Upon this subject I would re- 
spectfully refer you to my despatch of 20th of May.— Before it was 
written the circumstances of the cruise had been fully considered, re- 
specting which I have no new facts to present at the present time. 

This Government is unwilling to give credence to any statement like 
the one communicated to it at the instance of the Messrs. Lizardi & Co. 
The Mexieans who deposed to the documents thus submitted, may have 
partieipated in purloining the goods, either before or after they were 
taken from the wreck of the Little Penn. A regular protest, executed 
under oath by the officers, or even the crew of the Little Penn, would 
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have much more weight with this Government than all the Mexican 
affidavits that could be sent. 

I am now satisfied, but it is, however, from unofficial information, that' 
when the Brutus arrived at the wreck of the Little Penn, that her cargo 
with the exception of a' few articles like those indicated in the investi- 
gation of Mr. Wright's conduct on that occasion, worth perhaps in all 
two or three hundred dollars, had been taken from the wreck by the 
Mexicans and carried a-shore or buried in the sand, to be disposed of by 
them at a more leisure time. 

The Abispa was a Mexican vessel, sailing under the Mexican flag, and 
when.captured could show no papers; she was consequently sent into 
Matagorda, and by a court of Admiralty, condemned as a lawful prize 
of war, as would have been done under similar circumstances in any 
other country. 

At the time the Abispa was captured, a Mexican vessel which was 
said to have had the principal part of the cargo of the Little Penn en 
board, was seen and chased by the Brutus. Perhaps this vessel was 
wrecked on the coast, and the goods fell into the hands of the Mexicans, 
who failed to account properly for them. If so, and it is probably the 
fact, with what propriety or justice can we be charged with them. 

As you are aware there exists no disposition on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to evade the payment of any indemnity that can be justly 
claimed by the citizens of Great Britain in consequence of the alleged 
spoliations said to have been committed on her commerce by the na- 
tional vessels of Texas: yet it cannot be expected that such indemnities 
will be granted without a proper investigation of the evidence touching 
each case. 

The Invincible and Brutus, as you know, sailed under positive orders, 
which was dictated at the time by a sense of prudence and expediency, 
rather than by reference to rules of international law as established be- 
tween recognized nations, not to molest vessels belonging to neutral pow- 
ers; therefore, when it can be shown, as in the case of the Eliza Russell, 
that those orders which issued regularly from from the Navy Depart- 
ment, by the direction of the President, under the hand of the proper 
functionary, were violated to the injury of neutrals, this Government is 
disposed to indemnify the individuals who may have thus suffered. 

| Signed | R. A. IRION, 

Secretary of State. 


——— 


Extract of letter from Acting Secretary of State to J. P. Henderson, 
dated 16th June, 1839. 


I enclose you a copy of a letter, which I addressed a few days ago to 
the British Consul at New Orleans, in answer to a letter received from 
him relative to the claims of Capt. Joseph Russell, for indemnity aris- 
ing from the detention of the schooner Eliza Russell, &c. 

You will perceive that the account as now presented (a copy of which 
is enclosed) is more than double the amount first demanded, and I trust 
you will find in your intercourse with the Government of Great Britain 
on the subject, that they will not give their high sanction to so unrea- 
sonable a claim. The abstract right of a belligerent vessel to detain the 
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vessel of a neutral power laden with enemy's goods, will not be contro- 
verted by British authority, neither will it be alleged that Texas, being 
in a revolutionary state and not recognised by Great Britain, is there- 
fore, not entitled to the full benefit of the international law. 

I send you these papers under a presumption that the subject may 
again require your attention. 

[Signed] DAVID G. BURNET, 

Acting Secretary of State. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ] 
Houston, June 1, 1839. -{ 
To JOHN CRAWFORD, Esq., 
British Consul, New Orleans: 


Srr,—I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 17th April, 
directed to this Department, and, also, the documents accompanying it, 
and relating to the claims of Captain Joseph Russell, founded on the 
seizure and detention of the schooner Eliza Russell, by the Texian armed 
schooner Invincible. 

This Government is desirous of fulfilling all the obligations that may 
rightfully belong to it, and we recognize the claims of Captain Russell 
as of this description, because it has been officially acknowledged as such 
by the late Executive authority of this Republic. But in making this 
declaration, I cannot forbear to remark, that the late President In ac- 
knowledging the justness of Capt. Russell’s claim for indemnity, was 
actuated more by a reluctance to see this young nation involved in a 

controversy with the ancient and venerable Government of Great Brit- 
` ain, than by the known and admitted principles of international law. 
A similar disposition still prevails, and this Government will carry it 
out by rendering the indemnity first required, and on the presentation 
of which, the acknowledgment of its justness was based, so soon as Con- 
gress shall make the necessary appropriation. 

I remark in the statement you transmit, several additional items in 
the account of Captain Russell, which swells its amount much beyond 
his first demand, which was £865 4s. Had these items been added in the 
first instance, it is probable this Government would have been more cau- 
tious in its admissions, for it never could have entertained a doubt that 
the British Government would concede to all other nations the same 
rule of international law, that it has so strenuously claimed, time im- 
memorial, in justification of its own transactions. 

It is a fact, deduced from the confession of Capt. Russell himself, that 
there were Mexican goods on board the Eliza Russell at the time of her 
detention. These goods, comprising the larger portion of his cargo, 
Captain Russell refused to surrender to the Texian commander, and the 
latter was compelled either to relinquish a lawful prize of war, or to 
convey a neutral vessel, charged with the enemy's goods, to a port of 
his own country for legal investigation. The latter course was adopted. 
But the President feeling, as we all feel, a warm solicitude to cultivate 
the most amicable relations with the Government of Great Britain and 
its subjects, promptly, and without an enquiry into legal rights, dis- 
claimed the acts of the Texian commander and ordered the immediate 
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discharge of the vessel, and restitution to be made of the stores, &c., 
that had been used during her detention, all of which was carried into 
effect, and a promise giyen of further indemnity on the nature of de- 
murrage. 

Captain Russell's first account rendered, was for £865 4s., and that ac- 
count, under the influence of the same spirit of conciliation, was ac- 
knowledged to be just, and its payment promised as soon as the neces- 
sary action of Congress could be had upon it. The omission on the part 
of Congress to ratify that promise, has probably resulted from the inter- 
vening change in the administration, and the want of an agent here on 
the part of Captain Russell to revive the subject. Our Congress will 
convene again on the second Monday in November, and the interesting 
subject will then be fully presented to them. It is desirable that Cap- 
tain Russell shall have a duly authenticated agent here, to act for him 
in the adjustment of this matter, provided, he can do so without too 
much inconvenience. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your ob’t servant, 
[Signed] DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secr’y of State. 


(For copy of account referred to, see Document marked O.) 


DOCUMENT B. 


Extract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State dated 
November 5th, 1837. 


I have the honor, also, of acknowledging the receipt of your despatch 
under date of 23d of August last, instructing me to apologize to the Eng- 
lish Government for the seizure and detention of the English brig called 
the “Eliza Russell.” At the time I received this communication Lord 
Palmerston was absent from town, and being desirous that his Lordship 
should receive the explanation and apology which your honor instruced 
me to make, I addressed him the following note: 


To tHe Rr. Hon. Lorp Viscount PALMERSTON :— 


My Lorp,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas to Her 
Majesty’s Government, begs leave to inform your Lordship, that by 
despatch which he this day received from his Government, bearing date 
23d August last, he is informed that a few days previous to that date, 
an English vessel called the “Eliza Russell," commanded by Joseph Rus- 
sell, bound to Sisal, in Mexico, had been captured and sent into the port 
of Galveston in Texas by the Invincible, a national vessel of that Gov- 
ernment, under the command of Captain Thompson; and that upon 
examination it was discovered that this vessel had been wrongfully cap- 
tured and detained, and, therefore, he is directed by his Excellency, «the 
President of Texas, to assure her Majesty's Government, that, by cap- 
turing said vessel, Captain Thompson violated the instructions of his 
Government; that upon its being made known to this Government that 
this vessel had been so wrongfully captured, she was immediately set at 
liberty, and orders given by the Government for the most speedy and 
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ample satisfaction to be made to Captain Russell for her unlawful cap- 
ture and detention. The undersigned is further instructed by his Ex- 
cellency, the President of Texas, to assure her Majesty’s Government 
that his Government regrets this occurrence, and that measures have 
been taken to prevent the occurrence of such aggressions. 
I have the honor to be &c., 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


——— 


To this note I recewed the following reply :— 


Lord Palmerston presents his compliments to Gen. Pinckney Hender- 
son, and has the honor to acknowledge the recept of his letter of the 
26th instant, respecting the wrongful seizure and detention of the Eng- 
lish vessel, called the “Eliza Russell,” by a vessel under the flag of Texas. 

Lord Palmerston has at the same time to thank General Henderson 
for the communieation, and to express the hope of her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, that General Henderson will soon be enabled to state that thé 
promised satisfaction has been given to the owners of the vessel for her 
unlawful detention and capture. 

Foreign OrrrcE, October 31st, 1837. 


— 


Extract of a letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, dated 
January 30th, 1838. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, January 24th, 1838. 


SIB,—With reference to the letter which I had the honor to receive 
from you, dated the 26th October last, and to my answer thereto, dated 
the 31st of the same month, relative to the proceedings of armed ves- 
sels under the flag of Texas towards British merchant vessels, I beg 
leave now to transmit to you a copy of a letter which I have received 
from Messrs. Lizardi & Co., British merchants relative to the seizure 
of British property, composing part of the cargo of the British schooner 
“Little Penn," by the Texian armed schooner “Brutus,” accompanied 
by a statement of the value and the particulars of the property seized.— 
The British Government cannot entertain a doubt, after the declaration 
contained in your letter of the 26th of October, that the Texian author- 
ties will order immediate restitution of the property so unjustifiably 
seized, and full compensation for all losses and damages thereby sus- 
‘tained, as well in the case of the “Little Penn,” as in that of other 
British property which has in like manner suffered by the illegal pro- 
ceedings of Texian armed vessels. 

I have the honor to be &c., 
PALMERSTON. 


~ 


To Gen. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


~ 
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The letter of Messrs. Lazardi € Co. alluded to in Lord Palmerston's 
note, was as follows: 


f (coPv.) 


To tHe Rr. Hon. Lorp Viscount PALMERSTON, 
Her Majesty’s principal Sec'y of State for Foreign Affairs: 


The British schooner “Little Penn,” David Pugh, master was char- 
tered in the month of April, 1837, by the partners of the undersigned 
at Liverpool, Messrs. F. D. Lizardi & Co. for a voyage from Liverpool 
to the port of Tobasco, in the Province of Yucatan and Republic of 
Mexico. Having completed her loading, the “Little Penn” sailed on 
the 3d May, 1837, for her aforesaid port of destination. Nothing ma- 
terially occurred during the voyage until the 26th June, when the 
schooner struck upon a shoal called the “Alacranes,” in north latitude 
21° 32. Finding all his efforts ineffectual to get the vessel off, the 
master sent his boat down to the main land in search of assistance. 
On reaching Campeachy and making the case known, the Mexican au- 
thorities gave every aid and conjointly with agents of the consignees, 
despatched two Mexican schooners, the “Paz,” with Captain Van- 
stoveren, and the “Abispa,” Captain Ramirez. On reaching the shoal 
where the “Little Penn” lay wrecked, they commenced loading the be- 
fore mentioned schooners with the effects on board the “Little Penn,” 
with which the “Paz” was laden, and despatched for Campeachy, where 
she arrived in safety.—But the “Abispa” when about leaving the wreck 
with her cargo, was captured by the Texian armed schooners “Brutus” 
and “Invincible,” and sent as lawful prize into a port of Texas. Not 
content with this violence, the said Texian schooners afterwards plun- 
dered the wreck of the “Little Penn” of every thing valuable, and there 
is reason to believe, made prize of another British schooner bound from 
Liverpool to Sisal, as appears by the enclosed document with transla- 
tion marked (C). The value of the cargo shipped on board the “Little 
Penn” was 5,100 pounds sterling, for which sum it was insured at 
Liloyd’s Coffee House by the undersigned. It also appears by the en- 
closed document marked (D), that the value of the goods saved from 
the wreck of the “Little Penn,’ by the schooner “Paz” amounted to 
£1443 5s 9d sterling, and since none of the cargo had been thrown 
overboard, or washed away by the sea, it follows that the entire re- 
mainder of the cargo was plundered, and made prize of by the Texian 
armed schooners before mentioned, which, as is proved by the accom- 
panying document marked (C), before referred to, they actually car- 
ried into a port of Texas. 

For this depredation on their property, the undersigned have never 
received any redress, nor have they ever received even any intelligence 
(beyond what is contained in the enclosed document) respecting the 
property thus violently, and in the opinion of the undersigned, thus 
illegally seized. 

In submitting the preceeding statement to the consideration of your 
lordship, the undersigned beg leave respectfully, as well on their own 
behalf, as on that of the insurers and owners of the “Little Penn,” and 
her cargo, to entreat the interference of her Majesty’s Government with 
the Texian authorities to obtain the restoration of the property plun- 
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dered from the aforesaid British schooner, or in default thereof, ade- 
quate compensation for the loss sustained. 
We have &c., 
= F, D. LIZARDI € CO. 
96 AusTIN FRIARS, 4 ' 
5th January, 1838. 


——— 


Marine of Yucatan. 


Mauro Ma. Carpizo, second Lieutenant of the National Marine, with 
the brevet rank of first, and adjutant to the Captainey of this port, 
charged with the duties thereof, certifies that in the declaration made 
before this tribunal by the patron citizen Antonio Ramirez, and of the 
mate Paul Martinez, amongst other matters they state,—That on the 
31st of the month last past, the pirate schooners of Texas, the Invin- 
cible and Brutus made their appearance below the Scorpions (Alicranes) 
and there did capture and seize the national schooner, Abispa, from 
which place she was going out loaded with effects saved from an Eng- 
lish vessel that had been wrecked at that place some short time previ- 
ous, and which schooner, after capture, was manned with a crew taken 
from the pirate vessels, —that on the day following, the pirate com- 
mandant, with all the boats, went on board the wrecked vessel, and 
robbed it of all it contained ; in doing which, they consumed two days— 
returning to their own vessels, after having carried away every thing 
valuable they could find,—that on the third of the present month an 
English schooner appeared in sight, and immediately the Brutus showed 
the Mexican flag, and under that flag took possession of the English 
vessel, and divided her crew between the two pirates, placing the Cap- 
tain on board the Invincible;— That the Captain was a fat man of 
ordinary size, and seemed about 50 or 60 years of age;— That he spoke 
in English to the Commandant, and so far as the deponent could un- 
derstand, he stated that the vessel was an English schooner, and had 
sailed from Liverpool, bound to the port of Sisal;—That the pirate 
detained the vessel as prize, and after manning her with a crew from 
the pirates, her own captain was sent on board, and she, along with the 
two National schooners, Abispa and Telegraph, were sent to Texas,— 
the national schooner having her own crew. 

All of which is declared and stated in the presence of Don Joaquin 
Gutierez De Estiado, to be employed for all the convenient purposes of 
justice. ( 

Done at Campeache, on the 11th August, 1837. 
(Signed) MAURO Ma CARPIZO. 


This certificate is followed by the signature of the French Consul in 
attestation of the signature of the Department. 


—— 


The other Document marked (D), which was also in the Spanish lan- 
guage, is simply an account of sales of the goods alleged to have been 
saved from the Little Penn previous to the approach of the Brutus and 
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Invincible, and which shows the amount saved to be of the value of 
$14,528 6 reals. You will observe that Lizardi, in his letter to Lord 
Palmerston states, that the goods saved were only worth £1443 5s 9d., 
which appears to have been the nett proceeds of the sale, after deduct- 
ing the salvage, amounting to $4,842 7 reals, and the expenses amount- 
ing to $2,155 5 reals, and claims to be indemnified to the amount of 
the balance of the original cargo, which would be (supposing him to 
Lave some claims to indemnity) making the Government of Texas liable 
to pay to him the salvage and expenses of that part of the cargo which 
she never touched. í 


——————— 


To Lord Palmerston's letter 1 communicated the following reply om 
25th 4nst. 


LoxpoN, No 166 Albany St., Regent's Park, | 
January 25th, 1838 — | 


My Lonp,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas, has 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs of the 24th inst, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, setting forth a claim of Messrs. Lizardi, & Co. against the Gov- 
ernment of Texas, for property alleged to have been illegally seized by 
her armed vessels. The undersigned not having received from the Gov- 
ernment of Texas any information or instructions upon that subject, 
can now only assure Lord Palmerston that he will not fail to despatch 
to his Government the communieations and documents alluded to, and 
take their advice upon the same. The undersigned can assure Lord 
Palmerston that if upon investigation it does appear to the Texian 
Government that the property referred to was wrongfully seized, they 
will not fail to make full compensation or restitution to the owners, for 
the same. 

The undersigned has the honor, «e. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
To Lorp PALMERSTON, 


—— 


I beg leave to suggest to the Hon. Secretary of State the great neces- 
sity of giving this business the most prompt, thorough and impartial 
investigation, and of instructing me what to say to this Government 
in that behalf. That this claim of Messrs. Lizardi € Co. is without a 
just foundation, I cannot permit myself to doubt; but it has become 
equally important that 1 should be furnished with the facts attending 
the capture and condemnation of that property, be the claim just or 
unjust, in order that I may satisfy the British Government upon that 
subject under the instructions of his Excellency the President. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
To Hox R. A. Inrox. 
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Extract of a letter from J. Pinckney Henderson to Secretary of State. 


Lonpon, March 8th, 1838. 


Sir,—Since I had the honor of forwarding to you despatch No. 5, 
I have received from Lord Palmerston, her Majesty's principal Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following communication and 
documents, evidencing the claim of Capt. Russell against the Govern- 
ment of Texas, for the detention of the schooner called the Eliza 
Russell. a 

FOREIGN OFFICE, Feb. 19th, 1838. 


Sir, —With reference to the letter which you addressed to me on the 
26th of October last, and to the answer which I had the honor to re- 
turn thereto, relative to the wrongful seizure and detention of the Eng- 


lish vessel, called the Eliza Russell, by a vessel under the flag of Texas, 


I beg leave to transmit to vou herewith a copy of a despatch from her 
Majestys Consul at the Havana, enclosing extracts from the protest of 
Joseph Russell, master of the English vessel above mentioned, together 
with an account of the damages sustained by reason of the seizure in 
question, and for which compensation is claimed from the authorities 
of Texas. 

Altho’ these documents have doubtless already been brought under the 
consideration of the 'Texian authorities, by the parties interested, I never- 
theless transmit them to you in confident expectation that you will 
exert your influence to expedite the redress to which the parties are 
entitled, should their claims not have been already satisfactorily ad- 
justed, agreeably to the intimation conveved in your letter of the 26th 
of October. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble serv’t. 

(Signed) - ; PALMERSTON. 
GEN. PINCKNEY HENDERSON, i 


BRITISH CONSULATE, ? 
Havana, 20th Dec. 1837. $ 


My Lorp,—Enclosed I have the honor to wait on your Lordship with 
extracts from the protest of Joseph Russell, master of the schooner 
Eliza Russell, of Alloa, made before me, describing the circumstances 
of the capture of his vessel, by two cruisers under the Texian colors, 
and of her subsequent release. The original documents have been sent 


, to the Master's agent at New Orleans, accompanied. by a letter from 


me to M. Crawford her Majesty’s Consul there, requesting him to aid 
in the procuring Mr. Russell’s indemnification for the unjust detention 
of his schooner; and as Governor Houston has in a letter, of which a 
copy is annexed to the protest, expressed regret that the Executive of 
the so. called Republic of Texas, has not the power to authorise the 
payment thereof, and declares that the subject shall be submitted to 
Congress early at their next meeting, in order that the necessary appro- 
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priation may be made, 1 trust Mr. Russell will have no difficulty in re- 
covering his claim. 'To make this more sure, as well as to inform her 
Majesty's Government of the particulars of this act of aggression, are 
the motives nmn induce me to submit the papers to your Lordship. 
E : I have the honor, &c. 
- (Signed) ©. D. TOLENE, 

Kl Consul. 

The Viscount, Palmerston, G. C. B. &c. &c. &c. 


———— 


Extract from the protest of Joseph Russell, and the officers of the 
schooner, Eliza Russell, of Alloa, made before her Majesty's Consul 
at Havana, the 2d day of December, 1837. 


“That on the 3d day of August last, while on a voyage from Liverpool 
to Sisal, being in sight of the Alacranes, they were chased. by a schooner, 
but believing her to be a wrecker, they continued their course—that per- 
ceiving that 7 in the morning the vessel in chase had hoisted English 
colors, they did the same, and that in consequence of the former then 


i discharging ball cartridge at them, they brought to—that the schooner 


then sent to them a boat with six armed men, and conveyed Capt. Rus- 
sell on board of her, where he presented his register and other papers, 
and among the rest, letters to his consignee in Sisal, D. Julian Gon- 
zales Gutienez, which were immediately opened by the Capt. of the said 
Schooner, who having seen by them that the cargo which the Eliza Rus- 
sell brought from Liverpool was Mexiean property, thought fit to detain 
her,—that a prize crew were then sent on board, under the direction of 
which she was worked up to the Island and anchored—that the com- 
mander of the capturing schooner, called the Invincible, then applied to 
Capt. Russell to give up the Mexican property on board his vessel, as 
appears by Annex, No. 1.; which, being refused, she was got under weigh 
by the said prize crew, and navigated to Galveston, where she arrived on 
the 13th August—that there she was retained as prize until the 29th 
August, when Capt. Russell received his clearance, as well as a letter 
from the collector of the customs, containing an enclosure of which No's. 
1, 2, 3 and 4 are certified copies, —that though at the last mentioned date, 
at liberty to proceed, the n did not permit him, as is proved by 
the Collector’s letter, Annex No. 5. and that in fact it was not till the 
28th of September, that the d. was able to get to sea, when they pro- 
ceeded towards Sisal.” The losses on this voyage are then specified. 

“That on the 11th October they arrived at their destination, where 
they extended protest, of which Annex, No. 6 is a copy.” The protest 
goes on to state that not being able to repair and refit at Sisal, they pro- 
ceeded for this purpose to Havana, where they arrived on the 28th 
October, and, after quarantine, were released on the 3d Nov.—That a 
survey, No. 7 was made, and the master then, under No. 8, presents an 
account for damage and damages. 

Or THE ÁNNEX, No. 1.—"Tis the copy of a letter dated 4th August, 
1837, from Mr. H. L. Thompson, stating himself to be the commander 
of the Texian schooner Invincible, calling on Capt. Russell to deliver up © 
certain Mexican property on board his vessel. 
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No. 2. Is a custom-house clearance from the Eliza Russell for Sisal, 
dated 29th August. 

No. 3.—Is a letter from the collector of customs, dated 29th August, 
1837, at Galveston, to Capt. Russell, referring to the enclosure. 

No 4.—Which is a letter from the acting Secretary of the "Treasury, 
dated, Houston 23d August 1837, to said collector, wherein is said “you 
wil inform him (Capt. Russell) at the same time, that the President 
evinced not the slightest hesitation to release his vessel after the case had 
been submitted to him; as the capture was made contrary to the instrue- 
tions from the Navy Department, to the commanding officer of the fleet. 
It is to be regretted that the Executive has not the power to authorise 
claims that may be made for detention of said vessel, but you may assure 
the Captain that the subject shall be submitted to Congress early at their 
next meeting, in order that the necessary appropriation be made. I 
would therefore advise Capt. Russell to make out his claim for demur- 
rage and leave it with some individual to be attended to." 

. No 5.—Is a letter of the collector of Galveston, dated the 21st Sep- 
tember, which ¿bes to prove that the weather has been such as to prevent 
the Eliza Russell from sailing, up to that date. 

No 6—Is the protest made at Sisal, date 19th October, which corre- 
sponds with that made here. 

- No 7.—Is a survey of the damages sustained on the voyage from 
Galveston to Sisal, and 
No 8—Is the following account of claims for damages and damage 


Account of claims for damages sustained by the British schooner Eliza 
Russell, Joseph Russell, Master, occasioned by that vessel having been 
seized by two ships under the Texian Flag, and carried into Gelveston, 
in, Texas. 


Demurrage from the 3d Aug’st, 1837, at which date the 

schooner was seized, ’till the 28th Sept. 1837, the day 

on which she was again able to leave Galveston—-56 £ s. d. 

days at the rate of £10 per day. 560, 00 00 
Additional time over and above that of her detention 

expended in consequence of her having been carried 

into Galveston, being the number of days she was on ' 

her voyage from Galveston to Sisal, 28th Sept. to 


11th Oct., 13 days, at the rate of £10 per day, 130, 00 00 
Protest at Sisal and two certificates of the same, $17 
at $4 80, : 3, 10 00 


Additional time over and above that of her voyage, from 
Sisal to Havana, having left the first port on the 21st 
October, and arrived in the harbour of Havana on 
the 26th October, 1837, for the sole purpose of getting 
the vessel repaired of the damages occasioned on her 
in consequence of the said detention, being 6 days 


at the rate of £10 per day, 60, 00 10 


Amount carried forward, - a- £753 10 10 
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Amount brought forward l £753 10 10 
Additional time over and above that of her repairs, 
having commenced repairing the vessel on the 10th. 
Nov. last, and concluded the same on the 14th Dec., 

being 4 days at £10 per day, , 40 00 00 
Expenses for repairing the damages sustained on the 
voyage from Galveston to Sisal, as appears by the 
accounts certified by the agents for Lloyds, $372,2 1-2 

a 17 per. cent. premium of exchange, 71, 13 02 


£865, 04 00 


To Lord. Palmerston's letter I communicated the following reply. 


LonDoN, 166 Albany St., Regent's Park. ) 
February 20th, 1838. í 


Mx Lorp,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter addressed to him on the 
19th inst., by the R’t. Hon. Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for Foreign affairs, together with the docu- 
ments accompanying the same, exhibiting the claim of Captain Russell, 
for the detention of the schooner called the Eliza Russell, by the com- 
mander of the Invincible, an armed vessel of Texas. He has the honor 
to inform Lord Palmerston, that he is in daily expectation of receiving 
from the Government of Texas intelligence of the manner in which the 
claim of Capt. Russell has been disposed of by Congress, to whom it was 
referred; he having heretofore advised the President of Texas of the 
necessity of causing a speedy and final settlement of the claim, and in- 
structing him further upon the subject, nevertheless the undersigned 
will not fail to transmit to the Government of Texas Lord Palmerston's 
letter, together with the documents accompanying it, and again ask 
their advice upon the same. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity of renewing to 
Lord Palmerston the assurance of his high consideration. 

; J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


THe Rr. Hon. Log» Viscount PALMERSTON, 


Her Majesty’s principal Sec’ry of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I was not a little surprised, after reading the above protest of Capt. 
Russell, that the British Government had countenanced a claim of one 
of their citizens so unjust as the above against the Government of Texas. 
I would have felt myself bound to have communicated to Lord Palmer- 
ston an answer very different from the above; but inasmuch as I was 
acting under the direction of a higher authority, in that case I did not 
hesitate to pursue the course pointed out in my instructions, which was 
your letter of the 23d August last. You will observe that Capt. Russell 
states in his protest “That when he presented his register and other 
papers, and among the rest, letters to his consignee in Sisal, D. Julian 
Gonzalez Gutierrez, which were immediately opened by the Capt. of the 
said schooner, who having seen by them that the cargo which the Eliza 
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Russell brought from Liverpool was Mexican property, thought fit to 
detain her." This admission of Capt. Russell, makes it plain to my 
understanding, that the officer in command of the vessel of Texas had 
the right to detain Capt. Russell's vessel and carry her into a Texian 
port, for the purpose of having the enemy's property on board con- 
demned and secured; for it is my understanding that there is no prin- 
eiple of national law better settled than this, that enemy's goods on 
board of a neutral vessel is lawful prize of war. Indeed, there are no 
contrariety of decisions upon that point of national usage amongst the 
many cases that have been adjudicated—and whatever may be the ab- 
stract principles of national law upon that subject, it has been the con- 
stant and universal practice of nations from the earliest times, to con- 
demn as lawful prizes, enemy's goods found on board of a neutral vessel. 
This practice has only been departed from in a few instances, by treaty 
stipulations which have formed a temporary conventional law between 
the parties to such treaties. But England has in no instance, within my 
recollection, departed from national usage in that respect, in its strongest 
sense. Indeed, some nations have gone so far by ordinances, (France, 
for example, during the time of Louis 14th,) as to declare all neutral 
vessels found with the goods of an enemy on board, lawful prizes of war. 
How far the belligerant party capturing has a right to carry the vessel 
of a neutral in such a case out of her course, depends upon circum- 
stances. In the above case Capt. Russell, by refusing to point out or 
give up the Mexican property on board of his vessel, rendered it neces- 
sary for the officer in command of the Texian vessel to carry the Eliza 
Russell into Galveston, and therefore he has no right to complain of 
that act. 

I have deemed it proper to make the above statement of what I regard 
as the well established law of nations, in order to justify in the eyes of 
the Government of Texas, the course which I thought it my duty to 
pursue, in a personal conference which I had with Lord Palmerston on 
the 1st inst. : 

At the time alluded to, I had called on Lord Palmerston on other busi- 
ness, but embraced that occasion to call his attention to the above stated 
case of Capt. Russell’s. J then stated to him, that I had no doubt from 
your letter of the 23d Aug., together with the circumstance of the Presi- 
dent having in his annual message called the attention of Congress to 
that subject, that full compensation had already been awarded to Capt. 
Russell, according to his claim ; but that I feel myself bound in duty and 
candour to say to him that 1 could not see upon what ground the Gov- 
ernment of Texas had released the Eliza Russell, without seizing and 
confiseating the Mexiean property on board, or why they had admitted 
Capt. Russell's claim for detention,—that I could only suppose it to 
have been done in the-absence of the true history of the case, or in 
abundant caution on the part of the Government of Texas, to avoid any 
dispute with the British Government. Lord Palmerston then said that 
he did not then recollect the cireumstances of the case. I repeated them 
to him, and called his attention particularly to the admission of Capt. 
Russell, that the property on board was Mexican, and at the same time 
observed that there was no principle of national law better understood, 
or more fully settled than this, that enemy's property on board of a 
neutral vessel is lawful prize of war, nor none which has been more 
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rigidly adhered to by the Government of Great Britain,—to which he 
gave his entire- consent, but at the same time observed (rather in the 
tone of enquiry) that he did not recollect the law of nations on that 
point, of the right of a belligerant power to carry a neutral vessel, laden 
with the goods of an enemy, out of her course in order to possess them- 
selves of the goods on board—1 then observed, in reply, that such a right 
resulted from the very nature of things—that I understood the principle 
to be well settled, that the belligerant nation capturing in such a case, 
had the right to do every thing necessary to be done in order to secure 
the property of an enemy on board the vessel of a neutral,—that the 
only obligation which the party capturing was under in such a case was 
to avoid putting the neutral to any unnecessary trouble or inconvenience, 
and to discharge him as soon as they had secured the enemy's property — 
and that in the case in question, Capt. Russell could not rightfully com- 
plain, because he had, by refusing to surrender the goods on board, ren- 
dered the course taken by the officer of Texas necessary. This position 
Lord Palmerston did not deny. I then observed that what I had said 
in that case was not dictated by a supposition that the Government of 
Texas would retract what they had done in that matter, because I re- 
garded the case as having been finally disposed of by them, but that I 
deemed it my duty to say so much in order that it might not be under- 
stood by the British Government that Texas had thereby waived her 
right to avail herself in future of the long and well established usage of 
nations in such cases, and to prevent their action in that case from being 
regarded as a precedent binding upon Texas hereafter, in like cases. 
You will observe that the above protest of Capt. Russell does not state 
whether the survey of the Eliza Russell and the estimate of the damage 
was made at Havana, or at Sisal, by an officer of the eriemy's. Govern- 
ment. 1f it was the latter place, then surely no confidence ought to be 
reposed in the estimate, and if the Government of Texas is determined 
to allow compensation to Capt. Russell, would it not be due to them- 
selves to require some other measure of damages in order to enable them 
to arrive at the amount due? 

lf Congress has not already disposed of the above claim, I wish to be 
specially instructed as to the course I am to pursue. If they have sanc- 
tioned the claims and provided for its payment, it is equally necessary 
that I should be instructed in the matter. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


LEGATION OF TEXAS. 


PARIS, September 5th, 1838. 
To THE HONORABLE R. A. ÍRION, 
Secretary of State: 


Sir,— I had the honor some weeks since in a private letter to inform 
you that I had received several documents enclosed to me from Hous- 
ton, relative to the capture of the Abispa, &c., are signed by the Hon. 
Mr. Shepard, Secretary of the Navy, another by Mr. P. W. Humphreys, 
a clerk in that Department, and a third without any date or signature, 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAWS 191 


all of which I then informed you were without your sanction, and, 
therefore, I declined acting upon them. Still more recently in another 
private communication, I informed you that I had just then received 
a despatch from you, dated 20th May last, which referred to “accom- 
panying documents relative to the claims of British citizens, growing 
out of the capture and confiscation of goods on board the schooner 
Abispa, and the alleged seizure of goods on board the “Little Penn,” 
and that inasmuch as there were no papers accompanying your com- 
munication at the time it was received, and as it was dated shortly 
after the documents first alluded to, 1 would couple them together, and 
had determined to make a communication to the British Government, 
founded upon the facts contained in those documents, although the in- 
formation given in them was far from being such as l had desired and 
expected.—A few days since, and before I had made the communica- 
tion I intended on this subject, I received from Lord Palmerston the 
following note: 


FOREIGN OFFICE, August 24th, 1838. 


Sig,— On the 24th January last, I addressed a representation to 
you respecting the seizure of British property, composing part of the 
cargo of the British schooner “Little Penn,” by the Texian armed 
schooner, “Brutus.” To this representation you did me the honor to 
reply on the following day, stating that you had not received any in- 
formation or instructions on that subject, but that you would not fail 
to refer my communication to your Government, assuring me at the 
same time that if upon investigation, it should appear that the prop- 
erty referred to was wrongfully seized, your Government would not 
fail to make full restitution or compensation to the owners. I request 
you to be so good as to inform me what has been done in fulfilment 
of this declaration. 1 also request to be informed what steps have been 
taken in the case of the British vessel “Eliza Russel,” in accordance 
with the assurance conveyed in your letter of the 26th of October, 
1837—that orders had. been given by the Texian authorities for mak- 
ing the most ample and speedy compensation to the owner of the 
“Eliza Russell," for the unlawful detention and capture of that vessel. 
The parties interested in these two cases of spoliation by armed vessels 
under the Texian Flag are pressing Her Majesty's Government to obtain 
for them redress without further delay, and I should therefore be glad 
to receive your answer to my present enquiries, at your earliest con- 
venience. 

| I have the honor to be &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


GEN. J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


To which I returned the following answer. 


Paris, September 3d. 1838. 


The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the communication of the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign affairs, of the 24th ult. upon the subject of the claims of 


British citizens against the Government of Texas, arising out of the 


192 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC oF TEXAS 


alleged seizure of their goods on board the “Little Penn,” and the 
schooner “Abispa,” and the capture and detention of the schooner 
“Eliza Russell,” by the national vessels of Texas. 

In reply to which, the undersigned has the honor to inform Lord 
Palmerston, that he, in compliance with his promise, communicated to 
the Government of Texas the representation of Messrs. F. D. Lizardi, 
& Co. upon the subject of the alleged seizure of the goods of British 
citizens, on board the schooners “Little Penn and Abispa,” and asked 
to be informed and instructed in regard to the same. But a few days 
have elapsed since the undersigned received an answer from his Gov- 
ernment in reply to that communication. In relation to the seizure 
and condemnation of goods on board the Schooner “Abispa” the under- 
signed is instructed to say, that that vessel was captured by Govern- 
ment vessels of Texas, near the Alacranes on the coast of Mexico, about 
the 30th July, 1837, and sent for adjudication into Matagorda, a port 
of Texas. That it appeared in evidence (as does also appear by the 
showing of Messrs. F. D. Lizardi, & Co,) that the schooner “Abispa” 
was the property of Mexican citizens, and that when captured she 
had no papers on board to show to whom the cargo belonged, or if her 
commander had such papers they were concealed from the Texian au- 
thorities, and that upon that evidence the vessel and cargo were con- 
demned as a lawful prize of war. The undersigned deems it unneces- 
sary for him to cite authority from the laws of nations to prove to Lord 
Palmerston, that that schooner and her cargo were property condemned 
under the above circumstances, but the presumptive evidence in that 
case, upon which the cargo was condemned, must yield to positive proof. 
He is further instructed by the President of Texas to assure Her Maj- 
esty’s Government, that if at any time hereafter, the claimants in this 
case shall produce such positive proof as is usually required in such 
cases, to rebut the presumptive evidence upon which the goods were 
condemned, the Government of Texas will, without hesitation, make 
them full compensation for the same. Upon the subject of the seiz- 
ure of the cargo remaining on board the “Little Penn” at the time she 
was discovered by the Texian vessels, the undersigned is instructed to 
inform Lord Palmerston, that the: Government of Texas caused the 
most thorough investigation to be made, of which the nature of the 
case would admit, which resulted in the refutation of the charge made 
in that ease against the officers of the Texian vessel “Brutus,” by Cap- 
tain Mauro Ma. Carpizo a citizen of Mexico. Captain Boylan, who 
commanded the “Brutus” at the time mentioned in the statement of 
Capt. Mauro Ma. Carpizo, reported to the: Government of Texas, that 
he had discovered the wreck of the vessel “Little Penn," but left her 
undisturbed. ] 

In reference to the capture and detention of the Eliza Russell, and 
the compensation therefor promised to her owners by the Government 
of Texas, the undersigned is instructed by the President to assure Lord 
Palmerston, that nothing has prevented them from complying with the 
promise, but the want of knowledge on their part of the same justly 
due; that it is true that the statement of Capt. Russell, laid before the 
undersigned by Lord Palmerston in January last, does fix upon the 
sum which he claims, but that the sum so claimed by him is unwar- 
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rantable. 'The undersigned has now the honor to remind Lord Pal- 
merston that the treaty-making power in Texas, is vested by her con- 
stitution in the President and Senate,— that no money can be drawn 
from the Treasury of Texas, for any purpose, except it be authorized 
by Congress,— that according to the clause of the constitution of Texas, 
first above cited, the direction of the President that compensation should 
be made to the owner of the “Eliza Russell," for the capture and de- 
tention of his vessel, as communicated by the undersigned to Lord 
Palmerston on the 26th of October, 1837, can only be carried into effect 
through the Ministers or authorised agents of the two Governments. 
He is directed to assure Lord Palmerston that the President has at all 
times been ready and anxious to cause his determination in that regard 
to be earried into effect, whenever Her Majesty's Government shall 
have appointed an agent with power to treat with the authorities of 
Texas in that case. The undersigned has the honor to inform Lord 
Palmerston that the only way in which the owner of the “Eliza Rus- 
sell" ean (under the existing relations between England and Texas) 
obtain compensation, is by making direct application to Congress per- 
sonally, or by his Agent, authorized to fix upon the sum which he deems 
justly due to him for the detention of his vessel. He begs leave also 
to remind Lord Palmerston that Captain Russell states in his protest, 
that he was informed by the President of Texas, during his stay in 
Galveston, that he had no power to draw money from the Treasury 
for any purpose, without being specially authorized by Congress, and 
: that he was also advised that Congress had the power, independent of 
any treaty stipulations upon the subject between the two Governments 
of Texas and England, to make a special appropriation to indemnify 
him for her loss, which they would not hesitate to do at their first meet- 
ing; he was at the same time requested to appoint some person with 
full power to represent him, and who should make application to the 
Congress then next ensuing, which would, under the advice of the Presi- 
dent, make him satisfactory remuneration. 

The Executive did recommend that body to make such an appropri- 
ation, and they were prevented from a compliance only by the refusal 
or neglect of the owner of the “Eliza Russell" to appear personally, or 
by his authorised agent, to fix upon the sum justly due. The under- 
signed is instructed to assure Her Majesty’s Government, that the Presi- 
dent is still resolved to cause- his first determination in this case, as 
mentioned in the note of the undersigned to Lord Palmerston on the 
26th October, 1837, to be carried into effect, whenever such relations 
shall have been established between the two Governments as will en- 
able him, under the constitution, to do so; or that Congress will at 
any time make a special appropriation to the owners of that vessel, if 
applied to as above stated. The undersigned flatters himself, that this 
frank statement is sufficient to satisfy Her Majesty’s Government that 
the delay in this: case is attributable to the negligence of the claimant, 
and not to any indisposition on the part of the Government of Texas 
to comply with their determination as before expressed. 

The undersigned avails himself «ce. 
[Signed] J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


To Tux Rr. How. Viscount PALMERSTON, &C. 
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By referring to the copies of the documents upon which 1 founded 
the above communication, which you doubtless have at hand, and com- 
paring their contents with- the points which 1 have been compelled to 
meet in the case, you will readily see how very imperfect they are. The 
evidence which they afford upon the subject of the seizure of goods on 
board the “Little Penn," is contradictory. Captain Boylan in his re- 
port to the Secretary of the Navy, says that he saw the wreck of the 
“Little Penn," but left it undisturbed. The extract of the evidencee 
taken on the investigation of “certain charges" against a Mr. Wright 
states that goods were taken from the “Little Penn" by Wright and 
the offieers generally. You did not inform me whether the President 
was disposed to credit the one or the other of the above statements.— 
Therefore I was left to draw my own conclusions as to what was the 
probable determination of the President in that regard; in doing which, 
I preferred giving the decision in favor of the credibility of the com- 
manding officer, although I fear in doing so, I may have erred. It is 
to be regretted that the President did not have the case fully invest- 
gated, so as to enable vou to give me definite instructions; or if no 
other evidence than what was given could be had, then he was the best 
able and the most proper functionary to decide upon the conflicting 
evidence. I am.at all times willing to assume the necessary and proper 
responsibility where there is no higher authority who may renounce my 
acts; but in this case I have acted with great reluctance, the more so, 
because I know not what may be the opinion and policy of any future 
administration in this case. 

In relation to the “Eliza Russell" there was less difficulty in making 
an answer to Lord Palmerston's enquiries. It does seem to me that 
Congress might satisfy the claimant in that case, by giving the Presi- 
dent the power to draw from the Treasury such a sum of money as he 
might agree to pay to Captain Russell, provided it does not exceed a 
certain amount. The President will see the necessity of having this 
case provided for at the earliest possible period. 

l have the honor to remain, &c. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


———— 


Extract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State. 


Parts, October 28th, 1838. 


DEAR SIr,—By the time this reaches Texas, I presume Gen. Lamar 
will be installed, and there will be a new Secretary of State, therefore, 
I must call his attention to my several despatches from London and 
one from this city, upon the subject of the claims he will see the British 
Government have made against Texas from the alleged capture of prop- 
erty of her subjects. And should the late Government of Texas have 
failed to give me such information and instructions as appears to be 
necessary in the case, to enable me to.answer those claims, I hope the 
present Secretary of State will not delay that very important matter. 
I ean of eourse know nothing of those claims without being informed 
by the Government of Texas. The British Government have certainly 
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made out such a claim as renders it necessary for Texas to enquire into 
the whole evidence upon which the condemnation of the goods was 
founded, and the whole claim rests, that they may instruct me what 
to say, whether I deny the whole, admit the whole, or a part, and if 
any, how much? You will see that the first despatches to me on this 
subject are indefinite and unsatisfactory, such as 1 could not act upon. 
The Government of Texas has agreed to compensate the owners of the 
“Eliza Russell” for her capture. and detention, and I hope Congress 
will pass such a law this winter as will enable the President to comply 
with that promise without further delay. 

Your obedient servant, 


J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


—— 


Extract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State. 


Paris, March 10th, 1839. 


I hope soon to be able in pursuance of your instructions to assure 
the British Government that full satisfaction has been awarded by 
Texas to the owners of the “Eliza Russell,” and also to answer their 
demands for the other alleged capture of British goods, &c., as they 
will soon expect to have the matter satisfactorily settled. 

Your obedient servant, 


J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


——— 


Extract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, dated 
January 26th, 1839. 


And allow me again to call your attention particularly to the claims 
of British citizens against Texas for goods captured at sea, and again 
recommend their adjustment in the manner heretofore named, in one 
of my formal despatches. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


——— 


Extract of a letter from G. S. McIntosh, Chargé de Affaires, near the 
Government of France, dated 


l Paris, November 12th, 1839. 
To Tue How. THE SECRETARY OF STATE: 


SIR—By reference to General Henderson’s last despatch from this 
place, (Despatch No. 9. and dated 25th October) you will perceive that 
he left this city on that day for London, having previously left the 
business of this legation in my hands, and introduced me to the Mar- 
shal Duke of Dalmatia, as Chargé d’ Affaires, until another minister 
shall have been appointed by our Government. 


LE MES 


RA AA, ri DONC IONS MIHI RISE o 
y p IN s * 


veo m PERS m 


RD ma MEA ore on 


MA 


T 
Y 


196 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Before Gen. Henderson sailed from England, he received the two 
following letters from Lord Palmerston, which he sent to me, together 
with his answer to the same, with a request that I, would transmit a 
copy of them to our Government. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, October 23d, 1839. 


SIB,—l beg leave to remind you of the correspondence which 1 had. 
the honor to hold with you in the year 1837, on the subject of the out- 
rages which had been committed upon the two British vessels, the “Eliza 
Russell," and the *Little Penn," by vessels in the service of the Texian 
authorities. The demands, which her Majesty's Government have upon 
the Texian authorities, arising out of these transactions are — 1st. a 
demand for £865 4s 0d for Mr. Joseph Russell, on account of losses sus- 
tained by him in consequence of the seizure and detention of the vessel 
“Eliza Russell,” and 2dly. a demand of £2636 14s 3d. for Messrs. Lizardi, 
& Co. on account of losses sustained by them, by the seizure of part of 
the cargo of the “Little Penn." These sums are the amount which, in 
each of these two cases, her Majesty's Government, after a very careful 
examination, consider it their duty to demand from the Texian authori- 
ties, on behalf of the respective claimants. With respect to the first 
mentioned claim, I beg leave to refer you to a letter which I had the 
honor to receive from you thereupon, dated the 26th October, 1837, in 
which you stated by direction of the 'Texian authorities, that Capt. 
Thompson, commanding the Texian schooner “Invincible,” had vio- 
lated the instructions of his Government by capturing the “Eliza Rus- 
sell,” and that when the Texian authorities learned that the “Eliza 
Russell” had been wrongfully captured, she was immediately set at lib- 
erty, and that orders were given that the most speedy.and ample satis- 
faction should be made to Capt. Russell for the unlawful capture and 
detention of his vessel; but notwithstanding these assurances on your 
part, the claim of Mr. Russell remains still unsettled. 

Under these circumstances, her Majestys Government would be jus- 
tifiable in sending out a ship of war to Texas, and in instructing the 
commander thereof to make a direct demand upon the Texian authori- 
ties for the immediate settlement of these claims, and to take all neces- 
sary measures for enforcing the payment of the same. But her Majesty's 
Government being at all times anxious to avoid the employment of com- 
pulsory measures, while a hope remains that the satisfaction of just de- 
mands may be obtained by amicable means, have determined to take 
advantage of your presence in Europe, in order to make one more ap- 
plication on these measures, through you to the Texian authorities. I 
have accordingly to request that you will call the most serious attention 
of the Texian authorities to the claims in question, and that you will 
express the earnest hope of her Majesty's Government, that an imme- 
diate adjustment of these claims may render unnecessary any other ap- 
peal on the part of Great Britain. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

GEN. HENDERSON, &C. &C. i 
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The other letter of same date was as follows. 


FOREIGN OrFICE, October 23d, 1829. 


Sir—With reference to my other letter of tbis day's date, respecting 
the claims of Mr. Joseph Russell and Messrs. Lizardi, & Co. upon the 
authorities of Texas, I beg leave to call your attention to two other mat- 
ters, upon which I have not before had the honor to address you. 

The first relates to the distressing case of certain British subjects, 
formerly settled in the State of Texas, who, in consequence of the in- 
surrection of that part of the Mexican Republic, were obliged to aban- 
don their lands and properties, and to take refuge, some in Matamoras, 
and others in New Orleans, but all, as her Majesty's Government are 
informed, in a state of the greatest destitution. My object in bringing 
the case of these individuals under your notice is to request your inter- 
position with the Texian authorities, in order that these people may 
have their lands restored to them. The second ease to which I beg to 
call your attention is that of certain other British subjects, who are in- 
terested in some grants of land in Texas, which were conceded to them 
by the Mexiean Republic. It has been represented to her Majesty's e. 
Government, that these persons have been prevented, by the disturbed n 
state of affairs in Texas, from fulfillmg the conditions attached to the 
grants in question, and that their lands have, upon this pretence been 
confiscated by the present authorities in that State. But itappears that 
if these British subjects have failed to fulfil these conditions, it has 
been solely in consequence of the disturbed state of affairs in Texas, 
and not through any default of their own, that they have done so; and 
under these circumstances, her Majesty’s Government consider that the 
parties are entitled to their favorable interposition with the Texian 
authorities; and her Majesty’s Government hopes that the Texian au- 
thorities may be induced to restore to those British subjects, without 
delay, their rights in lands lawfully acquired by them during the time 
that the State of Texas formed a part of the general Mexican confed- 
eration. I have to request that you will bring this matter under the 
notice of the 'Texian Government. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most ob’t humble servant, 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
GEN. HENDERSON, &C. &C. &C. 
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The reply of Gen. Henderson to these two letters was as follows. 


.Loxpox, Brunswick Hotel, October 30th, 1839. 


The undersigned, agent of the Republic of Texas, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the two separate communications of the Right 
Honorable Lord Viscount Palmerston, her Majesty's principal Secre- 
tary of State for foreign affairs, of the 23d inst., which only came to 
hand on yesterday, upon his return from Paris. In relation to the first 
of those communications, the undersigned has the honor to inform Lord 
Palmerston that he received from his Government, a few days before he 
left Paris, instructions to assure her Majesty's Government, that the 
President had determined that the whole amount claimed by Captain 
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Russell for the detention of his vessel (as set forth in Lord Palmer- 
ston’s communication on that subject to the undersigned, in the year 
1838) shall be paid to him by the Texian Government, notwithstand- 
ing they have always, and still consider the claim as exorbitant; and 
with that view, the President will cause the attention of Congress to be 


called to the subj ect, upon its meeting in November, next, when, he ` 


doubts not, they will make an appropriation for the payment thereof. 
The undersigned can assure Lord Palmerston, that the only reason why 
that claim of Captain Russell has not been paid, is, that the President 
has always regarded it as too large. Lord Palmerston will also recol- 
lect that the undersigned has, more than once, heretofore informed him, 
that in order to settle upon the amount justly due in that case, it would 
be necessary for Captain Russell to empower some person in Texas, or 
to proceed thither, (in the absence of any acknowledged authority of 
Texas in London, to treat with her Majesty's Government) to settle 
with such a person or persons as might be named by the Government of 


“Texas, that Congress might be able to appropriate a specific sum for 


the payment of Captain Russell. Under these circumstances, Lord 
Palmerston cannot be surprised that the promised satisfaction has not 
been made in this case. 

The undersigned cannot, however, pass over the expression contained 
in Lord Palmerston's last communication to him on this subject, (after 
stating his case), that “under these circumstances her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment would be justified in sending out a ship of war to Texas, and 
in instructing the commander thereof to make a direct demand upon the 
Texian authorities for the immediate settlement of these claims, and to 
take the necessary measures for enforcing the same," without expressing 
his surprise and regret that Her Majestys Government should enter- 
tain such ill feelings towards Texas, the more especially when he recol- 
lects the cause of these hostile feelings. He must, also, take this occa- 
sion to assure Lord Palmerston, that such threats, if the undersigned 
is to eonsider the language used in Lord Palmerston's communication 
as referred to above, will not have the most remote effect to intimidate 
Texas to pay any claim, the justness of which she cannot perceive, nor 
wil they induce her to abandon that frank and just course which has 
always heretofore characterized her intercourse with foreign nations. 

With regard to the claims of Messrs. Lizardi & Co., the undersigned 
has the honor to refer Lord Palmerston to his communieations to him 
on that subject heretofore, and to repeat to Lord Palmerston, that the 
Government is at all times ready to investigate that claim, and will not 
hesitate in the event of its proving well founded, to make full compensa- 
tion to the claimants. He must at the same time remind Lord Palmer- 
ston, that Messrs. Lizardi & Co. have not produced such proof as satis- 
fies the Government of Texas that their claim is just. The Government 
of Texas can never consent to pay such demands thus unsustained by 
proof of their legallity. Power may enable Great Britain in this case to 
enforce these claims in the manner Lord Palmerston intimates, but it 
never can justify her in such an oppressive and unjust course. "The 
undersigned will again assure Lord Palmerston that should Messrs. 
Lizardi & Co. at any time provide the evidence usual in such cases, to 
support their claim, the Government of Texas will not hesitate a mo- 
ment to pay them the amount they are entitled to. 
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Upon the subject of Lord Palmerston's other communication of the 
same date, on the subject of the claims of British subjects to land in 
Texas, which they have been compelled to abandon during the war; the 
undersigned has to reply, that he is not aware that such is the case. But 
should it prove true upon investigation, he will in that, as in all cases of 
misfortune, use his influence to cause their property to be restored them. 
The undersigned can only suppose that the persons alluded to are of that 
class who abandoned their country when it was invaded by the Mexican 
authorities, by which they in common with all others who did the same, 
forfeited their claims under the decree of the Convention which declared 
the independence of Texas. By the laws of Mexico previous to the Texian 
revolution, no foreigner could hold land in Texas, or any other of the 
Mexican States, so that Lord Palmerston will see that those persons he 
alludes to in the first part of his communication, are really no longer 
British subjects, or never could have had a legal claim in Texas. As 

regards the other class mentioned, the undersigned has the honor to 
assure Lord Palmerston that all claims made to individual settlers by 
the Government of Mexico in Texas previous to the revolution, are held 
good by the Government of Texas. The undersigned presumes that 


Lord Palmerston alludes in the second part of his last letter to such PL 
British subjects as obtained grants from the Government of Mexico to ` 
settle colonies in Texas, —These grants the undersigned understands , d 


were-conditional, and the Government of Mexico reserved the right to 3 
arrest at any time the settlement of the same, by compensating the 
grantee for the part he should have settled. That compensation Texas 
either has given, or will give to all those who were prevented from set- 1 
tling by reason of the breaking out of the revolution, and the under- 
signed can assure Lord Palmerston that the same justice shall be ren- 
dered to natives of Great Britain that is awarded to the natives of any 
other nation. 

The undersigned is much pressed for time, being compelled to sail 
by the British Queen for America on the 1st of November, and, there- 
fore, he hopes that Lord Palmerston will excuse the hastv manner in 
which he has written this communication. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Lord 
Palmerston the assurance of his most distinguished consideration. 

[Signed] J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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From the tone and tenor of Lord Palmerston's letters you will at once 
perceive that but little is to be expected from the Government of Great: 
Britain at present. In fact, I think it has long been evident that as long 
as the present administration continues in power, we cannot expect 
recognition from tha; Government. The balance of power there is at 
this time entirely in the hands of Mr. O'Connell, and his party of 
fanatical abolitionists, and the present ministry are too weak as well as 
too timid to offend them. Ere this reaches vou, however, General Hen- 
derson will probably be in Texas, and any comments of mine would be, 1 
therefore, superfluous: 

Mr. Saligny writes me to-day that he goes on the 16th instant (by the 
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Liverpool steamer for N. York) directly to Texas, where he has been ap- 
pointed Chargé d? Affaires. 

Nothing of importance to our country has taken place here since the 
departure of Gen. Henderson. Should any thing of interest occur, I 
shall lose no time in communicating it to you. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most ob’t humble serv't, 
GEO. S. McINTOSH. 


——— 


DOCUMENT C. 
Letter from. John Crawford to James Webb, &c. 


British ConsuLATE—NEW ORLEANS, ) 
April 17th, 1839. $ 


Srg,—Messrs. G. Voglegraug & Co. of this place have submitted to 
me several extracts of correspondence with the British admiralty and 
Foreign office, respecting the case of the British schooner Eliza Rus- 
sell, illegally captured by a Texian armed vessel in 1837, and having 
also received a letter from her Majesty's consul at Havana, requesting 
my assistance in forwarding the views of Messrs. G. Voglegraug, & Co. 
agent for the owners in this case, 1 have to request that you will give 
to this claim every attention which the nature of the affair may re- 
quire, and I shall have great pleasure in learning of its speedy adjust- 
ment. The correctness of the claim I believe has already been ad- 
mitted by the Government of Texas, and I would venture to express a 
hope that no unnecessary delay may be allowed, which, must be attended 
with serious loss to the parties interested. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most ob’t. humble serv’t. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, 
Consul. 


——— 


New ORLEANS, 16th April, 1839. 


To THE HONORABLE JAMES WEBB, 
Secretary of State, Houston, Texas: 


Srr,—In December 1837, we laid before Mr. Townsend, then Consul 
of Texas in this city, a set of documents referring to a certain claim 
which the British Schooner, Eliza Russell, Capt. Joseph Russell, has 
against your Government. Mr. Townsend found them all correct, and 
he as well as Mr. Thomas Tobv, after him, and lastly Mr. Wm. Bryant, 
have written a number of times to your department, by our request as 
agents of Capt. Russell, urging the settlement of said claim ; but as every 
one of them replied to our frequent enquiries, have never received any 
answer respecting the claim in question. 

We are authorised by Capt. Russell to receive the amount of the claim, 
or any part thereof, for his account, and now take the liberty to lay 
before you an extract of Messrs. Swain, Stevens, & Co’s’, letter, dated 
London, 12th December. last, addressed to Messrs Arranquiz, Drooster, 
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$ Co. at Havana, copies of the specification of the amounts which Capt. 
Russell claims, and of sundry official communications from the British 
admiralty and foreign office, referring to said affair, hoping that after 
perusal of these documents, we shall be favored with an early answer 
from your department, respecting the settlement of the claim in question. 
Very respectfully, Sir, 
Your most ob’t servant, 
l G. VOGLEGRAUG & CO. 


Extract of a letter from Messrs. Swain, Stevens & Co. dated 


Lonpon, Dec. 12, 1838. 
Messrs. ARRANQUIZ, DROOSTER, & Co: 


GENTLEMEN,—You, having hitherto devoted attention tó the claims 
of Capt. Russell on the Texian Government for compensation for his 
claims on them, and which they have admitted, but alleges as a reason 
for non-payment thereof, the want of funds, we beg to hand you, for 
your information and guidance, the annexed copies of letters and papers 
relating thereto. You will see by them the increased amount of the 
claim, and that the affair is at last taken up by the Government here. 
There is much reason to believe that the Government will be advised to 
demand immediate satisfaction and reparation from the. Government of 
Texas. You will be pleased to make this communication known to the 
agents at New Orleans, on your first opportunity, and they will kindly 
contrive to take such steps there as they may deem advisable, and you 
will also direct them to urge the settlement of this claim with Texas. 

Your obedient servants, 
SWAIN, STEVENS & Co. 
Per. CHA's. Nasu, 
[Signed, ] 6 Frederick’s place, £c. 


———— 


FonEgIGN OFFICE, Nov. 1, 1838. 


GENTLEMEN,—With referenve to your letters of the 5th and 16th 
ult. and to Mr. Stangway's answer thereto, relative to the seizure of the 
English vessel, Eliza Russell, by a vessel under the Texian Flag. J am 
directed by Viseount Palmerston to acquaint you that his Lordship has 
received a letter from General Pincknev Henderson, an agent from 
Texas, now in London, stating that General Henderson had been in- 
formed by advices from Texas, dated the 23d August last, that a few 
days before that date, an English vessel called the Eliza Russell, com- 
manded by Joseph Russell, bound to Sisal in Mexico, had been captured 
and sent into the port of Galveston, by the Invincible Texian vessel, 
under the command of Capt. Thompson: and that upon examination, 
it was discovered that the English vessel had been wrongfully detained 
and eaptured—that General Henderson had thereupon been directed 
to answer Her Majesty's Government that the commander of the Texian 
vessel had violated his instructions by capturing the Eliza Russell— 
that upon the fact of the capture being known, the Eliza Russell was 
immediately set at liberty, and that orders had been given by the Texian 
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authorities for making the most speedy and ample satisfaction to Capt. 
Russell for the unlawful detention and capture of his vessel. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, 
Humble servant, 
J. BAOKHOUSE. 


Copy of letters from Admiral Sir C. Adam, one of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, London. 


ADMIRALTY, Nov. 20, 1838. 


I have just received your letter of yesterday upon the subject of Mr. 
Russell's claim on the Texian Government, on account of the detention 
of his brig, the Eliza Russell. I am not in communication with Gen- 
eral Henderson, the Texian agent here, but I have seen Mr. Backhouse 
on the subject within these three days, and put into his hands some let- 
ters which I received from Scotland. He promised to enquire into the 
whole matter, and let me hear from him. I have new sent him your 
letters and urged the necessity of a speedy arrangement being come to, 
and I have particularly noticed the necessity of giving instructions to 
the consul at Laguna, to attend to the examination of witnesses on Capt. 
RusselPs behalf, if the commission should be sent out. As goon as 1 
hear any thing from Mr. Backhouse, 1 will let you know. 

I am yours, faithfully, 
CHARLES ADAM. 


—— 


ApMIRALTY, Nov. 21, 1838. 


I received a note from Mr. Backhouse last night, in which he tells me 
that the case of the Eliza Russell is still before the Queen's advocate, who 
has been called upon for an immediate report.— Mr. Backhouse goes 
on to say that I shall receive the earliest notice of his answer, and of the 
answer which may be adopted upon it. He further adds, that the repre- 
sentation | had just sent (as to the Texian agent interfering with 
Messrs. Willis) will be considered in conjunction with the law officer's 
report. 

I remain vours very faithfully, 
CHARLES ADAM, 


———— 


ADMIRALTY, Nov. 25, 1838. 


I communicated the letter I received yesterday (as to the action by 
Mr. Willis) to Mr. Backhouse, who replied that he hopes very soon to 
have it in his power to give me some information with respect to the 
Eliza Russell, and he fears that nothing can be done with General Hen- 
derson, as the last time he heard of him he was in Paris. 

Sir, very truly, 


CHARLES ADAM. 
To Cuanres Nasu, Esq. 
Of Swain, Stephens € Co., Frederick’s place, dec. 
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Mr. Backhouse presents his compliments to Messrs. Swain, Stevens & 
Co., and in reply to their letter of the 28th ult., Mr. Backhouse sends 
Messrs. Swain, Stevens 6 Co. a letter which Lord Palmerston has eaused 
to be addi —-? to the British Vice-Consul at Laguna, directing Mr. 
Shields to «fived all the assistance in his power, on Capt. Russell's be- 
half, owing to the examination of the witnesses by the commission which 
is about to be sent to Laguna, to collect evidence to be used in the ac- 
tion whieh has been brought against Capt. Russell. 


FORBIGN OFFICE Dec., 1838. 


— 


Copy of claim put into Government, No. 9. 


Claim by Capt. Russell on the Texas Government, and all whom it 
may concern, for damages, &c., sustained by reason and in consequence 
of the illegal capture and detention of the British vessel Eliza Russell, 
in the Gulf of Mexico, in the latter part of the year 1837, up to Sep- 
tember, 1838. 


- 


To amount of former claims, No 8, demurrage repairs, &c. 


recognized by the Government of Texas, £865 4s 
Extra insurance on vessel at 6 1-2 96 0 
Freight, &c. 49 0 


Expenses, Law and Agent’s charges at Havana, New Or- 
leans, London and Scotland, Consuls fees, and disburse- 
ments attending the enforcing of the claim on the Gov- 
ernment, &c., say, 50 0 


Sept. 1838. Present claim, besides Interest, 5 per cent. and 
damages, &c. £1053 As 
JOSEPH RUSSELL. 


CONTINGENT. 


Amount of damages and loss claimed by Messrs. Willis, 
against Capt. Russell, under the charter which he is dis- 
puting, and in which he will have to claim indemnity 


from Texas, 450 0 
Estimate of costs therein, in all, say 350 0 
Contingent, £800 00 


eed 


DOCUMENT D. 


Extract from the report of Commander H. L. Thompson of the Texas 
Navy, of a cruize in the Schooner Invincible, in August, 1837. 


“I from thence proceeded westward (from Sisal) over the banks and 
close along the enemy's coast, and from thence to the Isle of Alacranes 
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where we captured the Mexican schr. Abispa, having the schooner Tele- 


-graph in company, and sent them both into Matagorda.” 


“August 8th, while lying in the Alacranes, at day-light in the morn- 
ing, saw a suspicious sail standing in for the land, I made signal to the 
Brutus to get under-weigh and chase. In the afternoon the Brutus re- 
turned, bringing in the vessel, which proved to be the British schooner 
Eliza Russell, from Liverpool, bound to Sisal, and from documents 
found in possession of the Captain, found that nearly half her cargo 
was Mexican property, shipped by a Mexican house in London, and con- 
signed on account and risk of J. G. Gatieres of Yucatan. From the 
tenor of these documents, I felt it my duty to order her to Texas to have 
the Mexican property condemned.” 


Extract from the report of Commander J. D. Boylan of the Texas Navy, 
of a cruize in the Schooner Brutus in August, 1837. 


“Third of August saw a strange sail to wind-ward, immediately got 
under-weigh, and stood out in chase. She carried all sail from us. At 
10 a. m. I succeeded in getting along-side of her,—found her to be the 
British schooner Eliza Russell, from Liverpool, bound for Sisal, with 
cargo of merchandize, the greater part appertaining to a Mexican mer- 
chant in Merida, and by a letter directed to him, found it was not in- 
sured, but at the sole risk of said merchant. I put an officer and crew 
on board, and took her into Alacrane for the decision of Capt. Thomp- 
son, who immediately sent her to Galveston for adjudication.” 


Extract from the questions propounded to Commander Thompson on 
his return from. the cruize in August, 1837, by the Secretary of the 
Navy. 


Question 7th. “By what authority did you capture the English 
schooner Eliza Russell, and what evidence had you that there was con- 
traband of war on board of her?" 


To which Commander Thompson replied :— 


“My lying in the road-stead of the Isle of Alacranes with the Brutus, 
and two prizes in company, at day-light we discovered a sail standing 
head on towards the rocks, where she would have been wrecked in halt 
an hour had not day-light reflected upon the breakers. We hoisted the 
American flag as a decoy, the Eliza Russell hauled and shaped her course 
around the Island, she not yet shewing her colors,—suspicious of her 
being a Mexican vessel, I made signal to the Brutus to chase. The 
Eliza Russell then hauled her wind, and would not heave too, until the 
Brutus gave her two guns, at the same time running up the star of the 
west, which was answered by the Eliza Russell with the English flag. 
On boarding her, and examining her papers we found positive proof of 
part of her cargo being the enemy’s property,—seventy: odd bales of 
linens, &c., were acknowledged by the Captain of the Eliza Russell to 
be a legal prize to us, as they were Mexican property. Under the cir- 
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cumstances, and as a duty I thought I owed to my country, I sent her 
in, but at the same time restricted every officer and man to pay due re- 
spect to the Commander, crew and flag; after which an attempt was 
made on board the Eliza Russell to re-take her, consequently her crew 
was distributed between the Brutus and Invincible for the safety of all 
concerned." o 

Navy DEPARTMENT, l 

Austin, January 6, 1840. f 


I certify that the foregoing extracts are true and correct copies from 
the records of this Department. 


AUGUSTUS SEEGER, 
Chief Clerk Navy Department. 


DOCUMENT E. 


Extract of a letter from Gail Borden, Jr. Collector, addressed to Hon. 
| Asa Brigham, acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


PORT or GALvESTON, 15th Sept. 1837. 


*[ have paid the Capt. of the Eliza Russell $238 00, and since the 
receipt of yours authorising me to supply the two British seamen with 
clothes, 1 have paid them the amount of their accounts. 


To Thomas Cochran, - - - - - - - - $60 00 
” Robert Odie-  - - - - - - - - 56 25 


“Which I have charged to your department. I have also agreed to 
pay the pilot fees for schooner Eliza Russell. She still remains in port, 
but will sail the first fair wind. I am gratified that I was authorised to 
settle with the two seamen, inasmuch as they were greatly dissatisfied, 
and said they should complain to their Government, for being forced 
off their own vessel, and put on a man-of-war, but they appeared better 
satisfied when they received the amount of their accounts of articles 
lost; they would have preferred the clothing, which could not be pro- 
cured at this place at any price." 

A true copy from the original on file in this department. 

HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief Clerk Treas’y Dep't. 


— 


Disbursements of Schooner Eliza Russell, 


e 


1837. 
Sept. 4.—  'To cash paid Joseph Russell, - - $238 00 
? 12.— >” ” paid two seamen of do. - - 116 25 . 


? 14— >” >” pilotage of said schooner, - - 47 50 


$401 75 


£^ 7 A Ed tan on ew 
EE y OP APR oorr gen 
» ey IN a o Ae e 


a e 
dips aC: 
Arm M mA Y 8$ 


dn T 
t a 


a cbe or > er . 
Pad, Y. Wolf eE i 


ament =r 
withuwen wi 


^ Ma pue 


i ~ gu ni. t 
om, 7 


se ga 
X 


ee ee 


206 JOURNALS oF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 1 
Austin, January 6th, 1839. | 


I certify the foregoing statement to be a correct transcript from the 
original account of Gail Borden, Jr., Collector of Galveston, on file in 
this department. 

HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief CPk. T. D. 


Port or GALVESTON, Sept. 8th, 1837. 
Hon. Asa BRIGHAM, Secretary of Treasury. 


Sir—Enclosed is Capt. Russell’s receipt for sundry papers relating 
to the British sehooner Eliza Russell. I intended to have sent it in my 
last communication. You will also find enclosed Rob't. Odie's and 
Tho’s Cochran's accounts for articles lost on the Invincible, and which 
was attested by Com. Thompson’s certificate herewith accompanying. 
These men being destitute of clothing, I thought they should be sup- 
plied either with money or clothes, but having no authority except by 
construction, in the order to pay the Captain for provisions used, I 
agreed to pay twenty-five dollars on each amount; but Mr. Odie refused 
to accept of my payment on the account, because of the low value placed 
upon several of the articles, to which he only swears to the quantity and 
quality. 1 have been greatly perplexed and put to much trouble im set- 
tling the business of the vessel, and I fear we shall have more, inasmuch 
as there is a notice to the prize agent, that the officers of the Navy will 
hold him responsible if he lets her sail, and most of the officers here have 
signed this notice. I know of no exceptions save Capt. Wright, who 
goes up to Houston; to whom, with brother Thomas, I refer you for 
verbal information. i 

(Signed) G. BORDEN, Jr. 

Treasury Department, Jan. Yth, 1840. 

A true copy from the original on file in this department. 

HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief Clk. T. D. 
Hovston, 5th Sept. 1837. 
GAIL BORDEN, JR., Collector, Galveston: 


SIr—Yours of the 31st ult. enclosing copy of letter to Capt. Russell 
and his account against the Government for stores, came to hand in due 
course. Your action in this matter, both as regards the payment of the 
account and the release of the vessel, has met my entire approbation. 
You will also supply the two seamen attached to the Eliza Russell with 
necessary clothing, and charge the same accordingly. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) A. BRIGHAM. 


A true copy from the original in this department. 
HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief CUk. T. D. 
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DISTRICT AND PORT OF GALVESTON 
August 31, 1837. 


O panad 


Hon. Asa BRIGHAM, 
Acting Secretary of Treasury: 


Sir — Your official of the 23d inst., ordering the release of the Brit- 
ish Schooner Eliza Russell, and also yours of the 24th relative to re- 
ceiving funds and the contracts to build the Custom House, was re- 
ceived on the 28th. 

Owing to the extraordinary invasion of this port on the 27th, and 
the Naval confliet on the same day, as well as the excitement and feel- 
ings produced from both, 1 did not till the 29th enter upon the dis- 
charge of my duty in conformity with the order received; but, inas- 
much, as Captain Russell was under the necessity of sending up the 
bay for water, the delay of one day was of no inconvenience to him, as 
he has not yet received the water. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to him, and the account which he 
has rendered against the Government for stores furnished the prize 
crew ;—those who have examined the account say that it is not an un- 
reasonable one. Capt. Russell declines leaving an account of the deten- 
tion of his vessel,—says, if he arrives at his port of destination, he will 
then enter his protest, and the business transferred to the Consul, who 
will better understand what course to pursue, and who can also trans- 
mit the matter to this Government through New Orleans. The Cap- 
tain of the vessel wishing to sail so soon as he received his water and 
men, which he expects to day, I have in conformity with your instruc- 
tions, paid him the amount of his account, as he would not be willing 
to wait till the account could have been sent to Houston to be audited. 

(Signed) G. BORDEN, 

Collector. 


P. S. Two of Capt. Russell's men being on the Invincible at the 
time of her wreck, have lost their clothes, which Captain Russell insists 
shall be supplied, and which I shall endeavor to do at the expense of 
the Government. 

(Signed) G. B. Jr. 


I certify the above to be a true copy of a portion of the original let- 
ter now on file in the “Treasury Department.” 
GEO. J. DURHAM. 


Houston, 23d August, 1837. 
GAIL BorDEN, Jr., Esq.,—Collector, Galveston. 


SIR,—In conformity with instructions from his Excellency, the Presi- 
dent, you are ordered immediately to release the British schooner Eliza 
Russell, Russell, master, now detained at your port as a prize to our 
national vessels, and to furnish the Captain with a proper clearance, 
free of any charge. 

Should Capt. R. be determined upon leaving immediately after his 
release, you are authorised to pay him the amount he claims for stores 
furnished our navy, out of any funds in your possession, taking his 
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affidavit for the correctness of the charge. You will inform him at the 
same time that the President evinced not the slightest hesitation to re- 
lease his vessel after the case had been submitted to him, as the cap- 
ture was made contrary to the instructions from the Navy department 
to the commanding officer of the fleet. It, is to be regretted that the 
Executive has not the power to authorize payment of any claims that 
may be made for detention of the said vessel, but you may assure the 
Captain that the subject shall be submitted to Congress early at their 
next meeting in order that the necessary appropriation may be made. 

I would therefore advise Captain Russell to make out bis claim for 
demurrage, and leave it with some individual to be attended to. Here- 
with you will receive the documents relating to the Eliza Russell, which 
you will deliver to the Captain and take his receipt for the same, trans- 
mitting it immediately to this department. In the event that the ves- 
sel is unable to proceed on her voyage previous to the arrival of the 
Invincible (on board which vessel a part of the crew is detained) the 
account for stores supplied, authentieated as before mentioned, must 
be passed upon by the second Auditor before payment is made, as the 
law requires that all claims of a similar nature shall be adjusted by 
him. The promptness with which our Executive has acted in this case 
must serve to convince the world at large that the Government is de- 
termined to pursue a course of equity and justice. 

Yours, dc. 
A. BRIGHAM, 
Acting Secretary of Treasury. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT  ] 
Houston, 13th June, 1839. | 


I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records 
of this Department, of a letter addressed to G. Borden, Jr., Collector 
at Galveston, on the 23d Aug., 1837. 

JO'S. C. ELDREDGE, Chief Clerk. 


DOCUMENT F. 


. DEPARTMENT oF STATE, l 

City of Houston, April 26, 1838. | 
SIR,—l herewith, transmit to you copies of certain documents which 
were received at this Department a few days since from the diplomatic 
agent of this Government, near that of Great Britain, alleging that the 
Invincible and Brutus during the cruize of last summer in the Gulf of 
Mexico, committed unjustifiable acts on the commerce of England, and 
requests that you will furnish me with any information relating thereto, 
which may be found in the archives of the Navy Department, in order 
that a proper representation of the the facts may be made to the Britisb 

Government. 


I have the honor to be, sir, 
With great respect, 
Your ob't servant, 
Hon. Ww. M. SHEPHERD. R. A. IRION. 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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REPLY. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 1 
City of Houston, May 1, 1838. | 
To THe How. R. A. InroN, 
Secretary of State:— 


Sir, —I have the honor to acknowledge the ene of your letter 


of the 26th of April, requesting information relative to the capture of 
certain Mexican vessels, containing English goods, and captured by the 
Texian men-of-war, Invincible and Brutus; in reply to which, I beg 
leave to refer you to the accompanying reports of the officers command- 
ing said vessels, as the only sure means of obtaining such information 
as you desire. I would remark, however, that-the “Abispa,” immedi- 
ately after her capture, was ordered to the port of Matagorda, where 
she was regularly condemned and sold as a legal prize from the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico. 

The Department is in possession of no evidence relative to the “Lit- 
tle Penn,” alluded to in the letter of Lord Pan to our agent in 
England, Gen. J. P. Henderson. 

In the investigation of certain charges UN against one of our 
naval officers, it appears that some articles of merchandize were taken 
from an abandoned wreck, supposed to be the property of English sub- 
jects, for which said officer was near being court-martialed and received 
a reprimand from the Department, although conclusively shown from 
testimony produced, that the vessel was entirely abandoned, and left 
to the mercy of the waves. 'The “Abispa” was a Mexican vessel, be- 
yond all doubt, but it is entirely impossible for the Department by 
any process of investigation, whatever, to ascertain whether or not the 
goods on board were English, as no papers to that effect have ever been 
produced. 

In conclusion, I must repeat that the Department is in possession of 
no information relative to the commission of any unjustifiable acts 
upon the ecommerce of England with one exception, that of the schooner 
Eliza Russell, for which we may (as yet) not have made indemnifica- 
tion, but it is to the head of this Department and should be to every 
citizen of Texas, a source of much pride and exultation, that the Ex- 
ecutive in his usual prompt and decisive manner removed dishonorably 
from’ service both the officers concerned in her capture, and which it is 
confidently hoped will be received as some little assurance of an amicable 
disposition towards that Government. 

The affidavit of Mauro M. Carpiso, in which he states that an Eng- 
lish vessel, supposed to be the Eliza Russell, was taken under a Mexican 
flag, cam be disproved if necessary. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob't servant, 
WM. M. SHEPARD, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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REPORT, &C. 
Mr. SPEAKER :— 


The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
Message of His Excellency, the President, and the accompanying docu- 
ments, relative to certain claims made upon this Government by the 
Government of Great Britain, having had the same under considera- 
tion, beg leave to report :— 


The first claim is for the capture of the British schooner “Eliza Rus- 
sell,” by the Texian armed schooner Invincible in 1837; and though 
the Committee are not disposed to admit, under the circumstances at- 
tending the eapture and detention, that it was clearly illegal, or that 
there is any strong equity in the” claim of indebtedness advanced by the 
: British Government, yet as the former Executive directed the release 
| of the vessel, and formally notified the agent of Great Britain that the 
i claim for damages to the amount of £865 would be admitted and paid 

by this Government; they would, therefore, recommend the passage of 
| an act plaeing the necessary amount of funds at the disposal of the 
| President, to be paid over by him to any authorized Agent, in satis- 


faction of the claim for damages which has been made on account of 


d 

] 4 the alleged illegal capture. An additional claim for further damages 

j has been sudsequently presented, which, however, the Committee do not 

deem deserving the attention of the present Congress, as it is uhsup- 

| ported by any proper testimony, but are of opinion that on the produc- 
tion of suitable proof, it might form an appropriate subject for future 


as 
M 


= schooner, the “Little Penn," which was wrecked on our coast, but as 
the circumstances attending her loss as known to this Government are 
| so entirely different from the representations contained in the state- 
; ment of the claim as presented to our consideration, the Committee be- 
lieve that it never should be treated with the slightest respect, and 
ought to be unhesitatingly rejected. The claim for British property 
said to have been on board of the Abispa, is entirely unsupported by 
proof, and the Committee do not consider it entitled to serious atten- 
tion. The Abispa was an enemy’s schooner, captured at sea by one of 
our vessels, and was duly condemned as lawful prize in a Court of 
Admiralty. In condemning by due course of law in her own Courts, 
vessels captured at sea; Texas acts in pursuance of a right too well 
settled. by the laws of nations, to be questioned by any power, and on 
this point her prerogative should be maintained without the slightest 
infringement. 

The second class of claims advanced by the British Government is 
so totally destitute of testimony to support them, that your Committee 
only view their presentation with feelings of surprise. And even if the 
facts on which the claims purport to be based were true, the claimants 
can have no foundation for their pretensions in justice, equity or law. It 
is alleged that certain subjects of Great Britain have been deprived of 
their lands by laws enacted by the Texian authorities, and Lord Palmer- 
ston requests, to use his own language, that “these poor people may have 


; legislation. 
. The second claim is for the alleged seizure of goods from an English 
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their lands restored to them.” It is not specified who the particular 
individuals are, nor in what portion of the -Republic their lands may 
have been situated. It is, therefore, impossible for the Committee to 
understand with any certainty the precise nature and extent of this 
claim. "They have, therefore, only to remark, that if the lands of any 
individuals have been forfeited under the laws of the Republic, in the 
enactment of those laws Texas only asserted a prerogative which every 
independent nation has the right'to exert. On declaring herself in a 
state of revolution, and dissolving the political tie which bound her to 
Mexico, Texas acquired the right of making such laws as were consid- 
ered proper for her internal condition. If any individual refused to 
participate in the struggle which was entered into with Mexico, they 
camnot now come forward and claim any benefits resulting from the 
achievment of our national independence; nor is it becoming a people, 
whom a successful revolution has made “free, sovereign and independ- 
ent," to permit the right of making laws to regulate their internal 
affairs, to be questioned by a foreign power. 

In relation to the individuals said to be subjects of Great Britain, 
who it is alleged have been prevented by the revolution in Texas from 
completing the conditions attached to certain “grants” made to them 
by Mexico; your Committee would remark, that they presume the in- 
dividuals having “Empresario Grants,” are the persons alluded to. 
Concerning these claims we have only to state that the Government 
has provided ample means for their complete adjustment. By an act 
of Congress persons holding these grants are empowered to institute 
suit against the Republic for their settlement, and in case of their re- 
covery, the law has provided that the full amount of their judgments 
shall be satisfied. As our Courts have been thrown open in this man- 
ner, and the administration of “justice impartially provided for, indi- 
viduals having claims of this class can have no just cause to complain 
of the Republic, or demand reparation for damages unsupported by 
competent proof. 

It is with feelings of surprise and regret that the committee have 
considered the last letter of Lord Palmerston, in which he intimates 
that his Government would be justified in sending a man-of-war on our 
coast to demand satisfaction for these claims. They can consider this 
in no other light than as a menace designed to intimidate this Gov- 
ernment, with the hope of extorting an unfair advantage. The inti- 
mation that such a course might be justifiable will appear more extra- 
ordinary when it is recollected that although the United States of the 
North, and France have recognised our independence, and entered into 
treaties with our Government, Great Britain still declines the formali- 
ties of recognition. If, therefore, she considers Mexico as having the 
only legal existence as a nation, the application for redress of thé al- 
leged grievances ought to be made to the supreme authorities of that 
Government, rather than to our own. But your committee trust that 
the thrust of Lord Palmerston will have no influence on the legislation 
of Congress, to induce a mere favorable sentiment towards the preten- 
sions of the British Government. The people of Texas know their 
rights, and knowing dare maintain them; though the national career 
has been short, it has been distinguished for deeds of noble daring and 
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chivalry, and we are assured that no action of this Congress will be 
adopted that would tend to dim the bright escutcheon of our national 
honor. 

In conclusion, the committee have to state that they concur gener- 
ally in the views expressed in the message of his Excellency, and most 
highly approved the bold and independent tone assumed by our agent 
in Europe, Gen. J. P. Henderson, in conducting the correspondence 
with Lord Palmerston on the subj ect of Great Britain's claims. The 
able and dignified manner in which he has represented our country 
while. abroad, reflects the highest credit on himself, and deserves the 


thanks of the nation. 
` W. LAWRENCE, 
Chairman. 


WHITING'S PRESS, AUSTIN. 


cai TS E RA CAM i. A D r BAR. a apa LL ed pe E. 
dE: ef : 2 ment, p un me] "a Bp, vean, a! E ^ aet : 
: a TOV MR ETT. TM ACHATS ~ > Y a TUB ae MEETS me RE TRE o MS NR EE n ee ete E 


RELIEF LAWS 
OF THE 
PASSED AT THE 
1839-40 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 
SESSION OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS. 


Mia tn AL 


PS Al GN a ln ri e nde 


"we 


^» 


rim ty isa A 
3 0 "wes 


a AR? oa. m € ape es 


eee 


ou 


M" 


AA me ov 
aot At a nome 


_ AN ACT: 
É For the relief of certain persons therein named. 


Sec 1 Be it.enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the Treasurer of the 
Republic of Texas be authorised and required tó pay to Logam Vandever, 
and Lewis Goodwin, one half to each, the sum of five thousand: One 
hundred and Sixty Six dollars for the one third of a League of land, to 
George Neill, the sum of five thousand one hundred and Sixty Six dol- 
lars, for one third of a league of land, to James Rogers the sum of three 
thousand nine hundred and Sixty Seven dollars for seven labours and 
four hundred and fifty nine thousand five hundred and seventeen varas 
of land, to Edward Burleson the sum of four thousand nine hundred 
and fifty nine dollars, for one third of a league and one labour of land, 
the said lands being selected for publie purposes, by the commissioners 
appointed to locate the Seat of Government 

Sec 2 Be it further enacted That the Treasurer before paying to any 
of the said individuals, the sums of money above authorised to be paid 
to them respectively, shall take from the person receiving the money, a 
bond payable to the President of the Republic of Texas, with three good 
and approved Sureties, conditioned for the repayment or refunding the 
said sum in the kind of funds, in which the same may be paid, in the 
event that, the claim of any other person .or persons to said lands be 
established, or that.the claim of the above named individuals, to the 
lands claimed by them, be pronounced invalid by any eompetent tribu- 
nal, Provided that no individual shall be received as security on more 
than.two of the bonds contemplated by this act. 


Sec 3 Be it further enacted, that the Secratary of the Treasury be 
and he 1s hereby authorised and required to pay George D Hancock and 
Aaron Burleson, four thousand two hundred and eighty dollars, one 
half to be paid to each, for one third of a league of land, and also to 
Jacob Harrell five hundred and thirty dollars for a labor of land, upon 
the same terms: and conditions as above; and upon the said individuals 
or their agent producing the certificate of the commissioner of the Gen- 
eral land office: that the Survey for the third of a league and labor, con- 
demned by the Commissioners to select the site for the seat of Govern- 
ment, has been made out and returned into his office in accordance 
with law 

Sec 4' Be it further enacted that the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
have full power and authority to call upon the persons above named at 
any time he may deem expedient or necessary, to renew their bonds or 
security, and should such persons fail or refuse to renew their security 
when so called on, within ten days after such call, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury it is hereby made his duty to commence 
suit (against such person or persons so refusing) upon their bonds for 


“The Relief Laws are printed from the manuscript volume, No. 171, "Laws of 
Texas, Fourth Congress, Relief Laws,” in the State Department. 
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the recovery of the amount which has been paid them, together with the 
costs of suit 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 

DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 1st February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives 
Tros. Wu. Warp, Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840, noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


— Y 


AN ACT. 
For the relief of R. E. B. Balor, on aecount of Doctor J. W. Baylor, 


deceased. 


Section Ist. Be,it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled. That the Secre- 
tary of War, be required to issue to R. E. B. Baylor heir of Doctor J. 
W. Baylor deceased a certificate for six hundred and forty acres of land 
for Six Months service in the army of Texas also pay for three months 
service also a certificate for Six hundred and forty acres of Land as a 
donation for participating in the battle of San Jacinto and a certificate 
for Six hundred and forty acres of Land allowed to those who died in 
the service of the country 

Section 2nd. Be it further enacted. That the commissioner of the 
General Land Office be required to grant to the said R. E. B. Baylor 
heir of Doctor J. W. Baylor deceased a certificate for one third of a 
league of Land being the headright of Doctor J. W. Baylor deceased, 
any law to the contrary notwithstanding 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
. DAVID € BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives 
Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reced. Feb. 4, 1840 3 oclk eveng | 
| Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Joseph Tate 


Section Ist. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled: That Joseph 
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Tate a free man of colour residing in the town of Jasper in this Re- 
public, be, and he is hereby authorized to continue a resident of the 
Republic, subject to such laws and regulations as the Congress of the 
Republie may from time to time pass in reference to such persons of 
colour as were resident in 'Texas prior to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

Section 2nd. Be it further enacted: that whereas the said Joseph 
Tate did faithfully serve a term of four months military service, under 
Captain James Cheshire in the Campaign of 1836, the Auditor is hereby 
authorized and required to admit to audit, and the Treasurer to pay to 
said Joseph Tate the sum of $213 50/100 dollars, in the Treasury notes 
of the Republic in li[e|u of bounty lands on account of said military 
services. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 13th December 1839 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 


I do hereby iai that the within act originated in the Senate 
Jno D McLzop Secy of Senate 


Reced. Wednesday afternoon 3 o’clk Dec. 11, 1839 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


* JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Thos. W. Ward.— 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the See- 
retary of the Treasury is hereby authorised and required to receive pay- 
ment from Thos. W. Ward in the promissory notes of the Government 
for the Amount of balance due by said Ward and interest thereon at 
ten per cent per Annum on account of lots purchased for his use .and 
benefit on Galveston Island by John Beldin as his agent, and are known 
as lots, No 279. in Section 1st, and Numbers 29. and 91. in Section 
3rd. and on such payment being made the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall issue the corresponding certificate or certificates for said lots to the 
said Thomas W. Ward. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. AMAR, 


I Certify that the within Joint ROPP NON Originated in the House of 
Representatives. 
Taos. Ww. Warp, Chf. Clk. H. R. 


. Recd. Jan. 30, 1840, noon Wu. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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J OINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of certain persons therein named 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas, in Congress assembled, That Joel C. Minor, Ander- 
son Harrell, Reuben Powers, J. M. Harrell, Joseph Barnhart, Samuel 
Fowler, B: D. Bassford, Neri Chamberlin, Wm. R. Baker, H. N. Baker, 
Reuben S. Chandler, James D. Baber, and Wm. H. Miller, and Barnard 
B. Peck, be and they are hereby granted one lot each, in the City of 
Austin and the Commissioner of the General land óffice is hereby re- 


' quired to issue a patent to each of the aforesaid persons for one lot upon 


his presenting a certificate of the Secretary of the Treasury that he bid 
off such lot at the sales, and those who did not purchase lots at the sales 
shall have the lots upon which they have made improvements or upon 
which they reside, And if any of the above named citizens, have not bid 
off, or are not residing on a lot they may choose each one a lot under the 
directions of the secretary of the Treasury each of which shall receive a 
patent as above directed all of which shall be in lieu of elaims of said 


citizens in the town of Waterloo. 
' DAVID S. KAUFMAN ‘ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET : 
President of the Senate 
Approved 22nd January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution sis in the House 


of Representatives 
Tiros. War. Warp Chf. Clk. H R. 


Recd. Jan. 21, 40 5 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Marlin 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress Assembled, That the first Auditor is hereby 
authorised and required to audit the.claim of John Marlin for supplies 
furnished Benjamine Bryant's Company in January eighteen hundred 


and thirty, nine, for three hundred and seventy dollars 
: DAVID S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
. President of the Senate 
Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR ` 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
- Tuos. Wm. WARD Chf. a H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 21, 40 5 oclk. evening 
Wu. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of E. Seguin 


Be it resólved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the first Auditor be, and 
he is hereby required to audit the claim of Erasmo Seguin for Three 
thousand and four dollars, the same being for supplies furnished the 
Army in the Year 1835, ` 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
' President of the Senate 


Approved 14th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


THos. War. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 11, 40 noon Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land office to issue a 
duplicate copy of a headright for one Third of a league of land to 
Pierce Miller 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled That the commissioner of the 
General Land office is hereby authorized to issue to Pierce Miller a 
duplicate copy of a Headright claim for one third of a league of land 
on said Pierce Miller producing a certificate from the clerk of the Board 
of Land Commissioners of the county of Harris, that he Pierce Miller 
received a certificate for said*amount of land and on said Pierce Miller 
making affidavit that said certificate was taken from him by the Mex- 
icans that took him prisoner on the 23d of June, 1838, and that said 
was never returned to him and that he believes it lost to him 
l DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
; DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th Febry. 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 5, 1840, noon Wu. G. Lewis, Priv. Sec. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Preston Corilee 


Sec 1. Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Repub[l]ie of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Ist xadi- 
tor be and he is hereby required to audit the claim of Preston Coniee . 
sheriff of Bastrop County for $150.00—it being for attendance on the 
supreme court for fifteen days in the city of Austin in January 1840, 

DAVID' S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate : 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR — 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
TEHos. Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Feb. 4, 1840, noon Wma. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of M. D. Ramsey 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in congress assembled. That the Post 
Office department is hereby required to pay to M. D. Ramsey the sum 
of one hundred and twelve dollars it being for the use of one additional 
horse for twenty eight days in transporting the mail to and from the 


City of Austin previous to the 1st of January 1840 
f DAVID S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 3rd February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Taos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840, 6 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of J. W. Smith and the heirs of Thomas Saul 


Be it,enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled That the Treasurer of the Re- 


1 
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public is hereby authorized to receive of James W Smith the sums of 
money due on his purchases of Lots in the Island of Galveston (together 
with Interest on the balance due and forfeited at the rate of 10 per cent 
per Annum from the date on which they the Notes fell due up to the 
date of the passage of this Act 
' Section 2nd Be it further Enacted That the Commissioner General 
of the Land Office be and he is hereby authorized and required so soon 
as the ballance due on said Lots together with Interest be paid to divide 
the aforesaid Lots by lot between the aforesaid J W Smith and the Heirs 
of the T S Saul and to issue pattents accordingly 
Section 3rd Be it further Enacted That the said James W Smith 
shall have Ninety days from and after the passage thereof to pay the 
ballance due on said Lots 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 ` MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that this act originated in the Senate. ' 
ALGERNON P. THOMPSON. 
Assistant Seeretary of the Senate 


Reed. Jan. 18, '40 noon. Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Instructing the Secretary of the Treasury to perform a certain duty 


Be it Resolved, by the senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the secretary of the 
Treasury be authorised and required to receive from K. L. Anderson 
Collector of the San Augustine District the sum of four hundred and 
eighty eight dollars and fifty cents audited paper it being the amount 
collected by Lewis Wakins deputy Collector in the county of Shelby; it 

being for Customs due on goods imported into and sold in said Coun 

previous to the appointment of said Deputy 

i DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. Wm. Warp Chf.Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Feb. 4,1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


A d 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Jacob M. Harréll.— 


Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second auditor is 
hereby authorised and required to audit the account of Jacob M. Harrell 
for the amount of five Hundred dollars for labor on a tract of cleared 
and fenced land on the site of the City of Austin and the Treasurer 
is hereby required to pay the same. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 28th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives. 
Taos. Ww. Was Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 27, 740 5 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of David Silcriggs 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby required to issue to David Sileriggs a bounty war- 
rant for three hundred and twenty acres of land for a three months 
tour in the Army from twenty sixth June to twenty-sixth September, 
one thousand, eight hundred and thirty six. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 4th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
THos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 28, 1840 6 oclk evening 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


[s] 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Edward Hall , 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the first 
auditor be required to admit the account of Edward Hall to audit for 


ha 
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one thousand nine hundred and seventy one dollars and thirty cents 
so soon as he shall present a certificate from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of his having handed over to him Natchez acceptance amounting 
to Two thousand Eight hundred and Eighty dollars 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 30th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 29, 1840 5 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 
To suspend the sale of Lots in the City of Austin? 


Resolved by.the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, in Congress assembled. That the President of this Repub- 
lie, be, and he is hereby requested to suspend the sales of Lots in the 
City of Austin, for the present. - 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 23rd November 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify the within to be a true copy of the Original 
Taos Wm Warp Chf. Clk H. R. 


Received 9 oclock Friday morning Nov. 23, 1839 i 
W. G. Lewis Private Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Samuel W. Wybrants. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Repub- 
lic of Texas in Congress assembled.—That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, be, and he is hereby required to settle the accounts of the Custom 
House of the Port of Aransas, District of Aransaso, with Samuel W. 
Wybrants, Deputy Collector of said Port, from the 30th September 


1838 to the 30th March 1839. à 
Se - DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


"In note 33, page 65, Senate Journal, it is erroneously stated that this act 
was evidently vetoed. Manuscript volume No. 171 containing the relief laws 
was not found until the Senate Journal had nearly reached completion, and in 
the consequent revision this note escaped the vigilance of the editor. 
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Approved 30th November 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify the within Joint Resolution to have originated in the House 
of Representatives. 


Tos Ww Warp Chf Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Saturday morng 10 o’clock Nov. 30 1839 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


A. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relef of Henry W. Vardiman. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Secretary of War 
is hereby authourized and required to issue to Henry W. Vardiman, 
a land certificate for six hundred and forty acres of land, for services 
rendered in the Army in Captain Arnold's company in the year 1836. 
Provided, that the same has not been issued to any other person, and 
further provided, that the first Auditor is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to audit the claims of the said Vardiman for six months service 
as a private, provided the same has never been paid. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 28, 1840 6 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


———— 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Patrick P. Curneal 


Sec 1 Be it enacted by the senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the secretary of 
War be and he is hereby authorised and required to issue to Patrick 
P. Curneal & bounty warrant for twelve months service in Captain 
Barrons’ Company of the Battalion of Rangers under the Command of 
Major Wm H Smith from the 11th September 1836 to 11th September 
1837. And that the 1st Auditor be also required to issue a corre- 
sponding draft for the pay of the twelve months, which warrant and 
draft will be issued upon the filing of said Curneals affidavit that he 
has never received any pay or land warrant for the aforesaid services 
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and that he has never sold or transfered the discharge to any person 
or Corporation. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives. 


THos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. noon = Wa. Q. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


—_—_—_— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John C. Morrison— 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas in Congress Assembled, That it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary of War to issue to John C. Morrison a certificate for six hun- 
dred and forty acres of donation land on account of his participating 
in the Battle of San-Antonio in the fall of eighteen hundred and thirty 
five as will appear by the certificate and affidavit of Captain H. H. 
Edwards dated 6th April eighteen hundred and thirty eight 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 6th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution ‘Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
THos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd Feb. 4, 1810 3 oclk eveng 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


bod 


——M 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Stewart Perry 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republie of Texas in Congress assembled That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be and he is hereby authorised and required to pay $. 
Perry the Sum of Fourteen hundred Dollars on account of his unsettled 
claims against this Government out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated 

Sec 2 Be it further resolved That this act shall not be so construed 
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as to bar any Just Claim which the Said Perry may have against this 

Government. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 5th February 1840 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives l 
í THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 5, 1840 noon Wa. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of A. S. Thruston 


Sec 1 Be it Resolved by the senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of. Texas in Congress assembled: That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be and he is hereby authorised and required to receive 
from A. S. Thruston payment in the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment with ten percent per annum interest for three lots purchased by 
him, at the sale of lots on Galveston Island, according to the terms of 
such sale, which interest must be calculated from the date that the re-' 
spective instalments became due up to the day on which such pay- 
ment shall be made provided, that said payment be made within sixty 
days from the passage of this act 

DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of hepresentatives 


THos War Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Wx. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the appropriation of Six Thousand Dollars for payment of Extra 
allowances made to clerks and officers of both Houses of Congress. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled That the sum of Six Thousand 
Dollars or as much thereof as may be necessary be and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the payment of extra pay and allowances made 
to the Clerks and officers of both Houses of Congress. And the Sec- 
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retary of the Treasury is hereby authorised to pay the same cn the 
presentation of the proper certificate or warrant for such payment. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 4th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos Wu Warp Chf. Cik. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. 10 oclk morning 
; Wn. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JAN ACT 


For the relief of persons therein named 


Section Ist. Be it Enacted by the Senate and house of Representa- 


tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: That Daniel P 
Coit and Eliza Coit shall have the priviledges granted to persons mar- 
ried by Bond by the Act Entitled “An Act to legalize certain Marriages 
and for other purposes” approved June 5th 1837 and upon a compli- 
ance with the provisions of the aforesaid Act they and their issue shall 
be entitled to all the rights priviledges and benefits they would have 
been had their marriage been celebrated within six months from the 
passage of the aforesaid Aet. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved ist January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I do hereby certify that the within act originated in the Senate. 
Jno D McLeop Secy of the Senate 


Recd. Dee. 31, 1839 noon War. G. Lewis P. Secy 


— e 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Giving the first auditor equitable Jurisdiction on the claims of Saml. 
2 B Brigham & Co 


Sect: 1 Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in congress assembled. That the 1st Auditor 
be and he is hereby authorised to exercise equitable Jurisdiction on the 
Claim of Saml. B. Brigham & Co and audit the same if found correct 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 5, 1840. noon Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


K— o 


| 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of B. E Wood 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 


"pub[1]ie of Texas in Congress assembled That the Secretary of War, is 


here by required to issue to Benjamin F Wood a certificate for three 
hundred and twenty acres of Land and the first Auditor be required 
to audit the Claim of said Wood for twentv four dollars it being for 
three Months service in the army of Texas Commencing the 12th April 
1836, under James Smith Captain, the discharge having been lost on 
the 8th April 1838 in a skirmish with the hostile Indians near trinity 


River. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated.in the House 


of Representatives 
THos Ww Warp Chf.Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm. F Sparks 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the Quar- 
ter Master General be and he is hereby authorized and required to pay 
to Wm. F Sparks, the sum of two hundred Dollars, it being for a mare 
killed in battle at the Kickapoo village on the 16 October 1838. 

DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 3rd February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Recd. Jan. 29, 1840 5 oclk evening 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Macum Main 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 

publie of Texas in Congress Assembled, That the Secretary of War 

is hereby Authorised and- required to issue to Macum Main a bounty 

land certificate for the three months services in Captain Blount’s Comp- 

pany as by discharge dated September 4th 1836. 
- DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 

President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, '40 noon Wa. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of John Davis 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Quarter Master Gen- 
eral is hereby authorized and required to liquidate the claim of John 
Davis for twelve thousand pounds of beef at six cents per pound, fur- 
nished to the command of Colonel Sims in 1838 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives l ' 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, ^40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Allen C. Bullock 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the Secretary of War is 
hereby Authorised and required to issue to Allen C. Bullock a bounty 


ar so. " 
neo e: era 6 Minen en e ei is e 


‘ 
— es 


è o^ 
"RR 
^ ee 3o cese. 
ve 


x afar TZ es 


230 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


land warrant for services rendered in the Army, for three months serv- 
ices bearing date on discharge September 6th 1836. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives : 
Taos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, ^40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


———— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of William W. Hill 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas,.in Congress assembled. That the Treasurer of, the 
Republic be, and he is hereby authorized and required to pay to William 
W. Hill, the sum of Two Hundred and forty Dollars, upon said Hill's 
presenting the certificate of the Second Auditor, that a draft for the 
above amount issued to him on the fourth of November 1837, and upon 
said Hill's filing with the Treasurer his affidavit that he has never re- 
ceived pay, sold or transferred the same, that the same is lost, and with- 


out his knowledge and possession. x 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 


DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 7th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


This is certify that the within Joint resolution Originated in the 
House of Representatives 
Taos Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 7, 40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


' JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Doctr. James G. Wright 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor be and 
he is hereby required to Audit the claim of Doctr. James G. Wright for 
two months service, as assistant Surgeon and. one month as private`in 
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the army of Texas in 1836. And that the Secretary of War grant him 
a certificate for three hundred and twenty acres of land 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st J anuary 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, ^40 noon. — Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Allowing the Secretary of the Treasury 2 Additional Clerks 


Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Republic of 
Texas in Congress.assembled That the Secratary of the Treasury be 
authorized if necessary to employ two clerks in addition to the number 
now allowed by Law in this office and that the clerks now in his Employ 
at his Individual expense be paid out of the public Treasury—And that 
the clerk now in the Employ of the Treasurer be allowed pay in a simi- 
lar manner 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I do hereby certify that the Joint Resolution aforesaid originated in 
the Senate 


Jno D McLeon Secy of the Senate 
Reed. Feb. 5, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


AN ACT 
To authorize Wylie Martin to emancipate his slave Peter. 


Section ist. Be it enacted by the Senate and house of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That from and 
after the passage of this Act that Wiley Martin is hereby authorized to 
Manumit and set free his Negro Slave Peter : 

Section 2nd Be it further Enacted That the said Peter after his 
emancipation may be permitted to remain in this Republic with his 


‘property untill Congress shall direct otherwise Provided that the said 


Wiley Martin shall before emancipating, enter into bond with one good 
Security payable to the Chief Justice of the County Fort Bend and his 
successors in office in the sum of one thousand dollars conditioned that 
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the said Peter shall never become a charge to the said County or 


Republic ‘ 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 3rd January 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that this act originated in the Senate. 

ALGERNON THOMPSON, 

Assistant Secretary of the Senate. 

Reed. Dec. 28, 1839 12 oclk 
Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the Relief of Geo. W. Lively 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled.—That the Secretary of 
the Treasury, be, and he is hereby authorised and required to receive 
from Geo. W. Lively the amount due on his purchase of lots on the 
Island of Galveston with ten per cent interest thereon, from the time 
the instalments fell due: until paid, when it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue to the said Geo W. Lively, the Corre- 

~ sponding certificate or patent 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of -Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


ee oe 


Tuos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 3, 1840. 10 oclk morning 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Dread Dawson 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled,— That the First Auditor be, and 
he is hereby required to audit the claim of Dread Dawson for Two Hun- 
dred and fifty six Dollars for sixteen Beeves furnished to Sterling C. 
Robertson's command in the year 1836.— 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 1st. January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that the within Joint Resolution originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Taos. Wu.Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Dec. 31, 1839. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


— o. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Eaden 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 


publie of Texas in Congress assembled; That the first Auditor is hereby _ 
authorised and required to Audit the Claim of John Eaden for beef and 


corn delivered to the command of L. H. Mabbitt in the year 1838 for 
ninty six dollars, and the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 20, "40 noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


a ——— no 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Joseph L. Bennett. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Treasurer is hereby 
authorized to pay to Joseph, L. Bennett, six hundred and ninety seven 
dollars, out of any money appropriated for the payment of Mail Con- 
tracts, it being for extra services rendered in a contract for carrying 
the mail from the City of Houston to Montgomery.— 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 14 th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Taos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 14, 40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Joseph L. Bennet. 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled; That the Second Auditor 
is hereby required to Audit the claim of Joseph L. Bennet for Four 
hundred and eleven dollars, and the Treasurer is hereby required to 
pay the same, it being for money expended by said Bennet in March 
1836, for the use and benefit of the company under his command at 
that time 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wma. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of the Heirs of Samuel T. Brown Decd. 

Be it resolved -by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the Secretary of War be 
authorised to issue to the legal representatives of Samuel T. Brown 
Decd. the same quantity of Bounty and donation lands which has been 
granted to those of Captain Bullocks Company of the Georgia Bat- 


tallion, who fell in the Massacre of Goliad, in eighteen hundred and 


thirty six 
DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G. BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 28 January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan 27, 1840. 5 oclk evening 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


——— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm P. Rutledge 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress Assembled, That the first Auditor is 
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hereby authorised and required to audit the Claim of Wm P. Rutledge 
for an Anvil and Smiths Bellows taken by the Secretary of the Navy 
in January 1838, from E. Baily at Galveston for one hundred and 
twenty five dollars, and the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the 
same 
: DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
- DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives . 


Tuos Wm Waro Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 20, 40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


—— 


. JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of John H Moore and others who fought the Cumanche 
Indians in February 1839. 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the first 
Auditor be and he is hereby required to audit the claims of the Volen- 
‘teer Companies who fought the Cumanche Indians on the San Saba 
under the command of John H. Moore in February last, both for the 
time they were in service, and for the|i]r horses captured by the In- 
dians in the fight, in the same manner that other claims are audited 
for military Services rendered this Government according to the certifi- 
cates of their respective captains countersigned by John H. Moore the 
Commander of the expedition. 

Section 2 Be it further enacted that the company of men who pro- 
ceeded to the rescue of the citizens at the falls of the Brazos under the 
command of Captain Benjamin Bryant and who met and fought the 
Indians near the falls of the Brazos in 1839, Shall be entitled to all 
the remunerations provided in this act proportioned to their time of 
Service. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate ` 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Taos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requiring A. Huston, late Quarter Master General to settle his account 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Section Ist. Be it Resolved by the Senáte and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and required, to 
demand of A. Huston, late Quarter Master General, the sum of Four 
thousand, one hundred and thirty dollars and eleven cents, the balance 
due the Republic of Texas by said Huston on account of the sale of 
Land scrip &e. as appears by his account current, filed in the First 
Auditors Office. 

Section 2nd. Be it further Resolved. That should said Huston re- 
fuse to pay the said amount to the Secretary of the Treasury, the Presi- 
dent shall be informed of said Refusal, whose duty it shall be to in- 
struct the District Attorney of the first Judicial District, to institute 
a suit against said Huston for the recovery of the aforesaid amount, 
provided the defendant may plead payment or sett-off and reconven- 
tion, and the proper Officer is required to audit his accounts according 


. to the judgement of the Court, if it be in favor of the defendant. 


Section 3d. Be it further Resolved. That the District Attorney 
shall be allowed a commission of ten per cent on whatever amount he 
may recover and no more. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify, that the within Joint Resolution originated in the House of 
Representatives 
Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 5, ^40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


—— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorising the second Auditor to setle with Maj. S. Whiting for Job. 
Printing done for the House 


Sec 1 Resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the second auditor be 
authorised and required to audit the accounts of Maj 8. Whiting for 
Joh Printing done for the House during the present session of Con- 
gress at fifteen per cent advance upon the Contract of Messrs. Cruger 
and More of last Congress upon said Whiting presenting vouchers from 
the proper offices that the work has been done— 

DAVID $. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of hepresentatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For. the releif of the Clerks employed in two or more offices of the 
Government. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled :—That it shall be the duty of 
the Second Auditor to audit, and the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to clerks filling two or more offices, the sum allowed them by law.— 
Provided, they present the certificate of the Head of the Department 
under whom they are required to discharge the duties of their office, 
of having faithfully DENN the duties of the same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25 January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
THos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 25, 1840 6 oclk evening 
Wu. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Rebecca Westover 


Be it resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled that the first auditor be and he 
is required to audit the account of Rebecca Westover for eleven hun- 
dred dollars and the treasurer is hereby authorised and required to pay 
said amount in the Promissory Notes of the Government 
. DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House ofhepresentatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 15th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos. Ww. Ward Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 14, 40 5 oclk evening. 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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l AN ACT 
To authorise Cary a free man of Colour to remain within the Republic 
of Texas, — 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senatè and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress Assembled, That Cary a free 
man of Colour lately the slave of Thos. F. McKinney, be and he is 
hereby permitted to remain within this Republic until congress may 
otherwise decree, provided. that the said, Cary do within six months 
after the passage of this Act, enter into bond with one good and suffi- 
cient security, payable to the Chief Justice of the County of Galves- 
ton, and his successors in office in the sum of one thousand dollars con- 
ditioned, that the said Cary will demean himself in a peaceable and 
orderly manner, And that he will never become a Charge to said Re- 
publie or County 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives. 
TuHos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 24, '40 10 oclk morning 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


AN ACT 


For the releif of Lucinda Parker, administratrix of the estate of Silas. 
M. Parker decd. 


Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to pay (out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated) the sum of three hundred and twenty four 
dollars, and thirty four eents, to Lucinda Parker, administratrix of the 
estate of Silas M. Parker, deceased, for the benefit of the heirs of said 


deceased. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of representa- 
tives. 


THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 28, 1840 6 oclk evening 
Wma. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Harriet. A. Hurd. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled. That the Second Auditor 
is hereby authorized and required, to audit the claim of Harriet. A. 
Hurd, widow of Captain William A. Hurd, deceased, for the sum Nine- 
teen Hundred and twenty eight Dollars, and four cents. and the Treas- 
urer is required to pay the same out of any money appropriated for the 
payment of the Navy. 

DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 


Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 20, "40 5 oclk afternoon 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


———— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Theodore Dorsett 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury, be, and he is hereby authorised to pay to Theodore Dorsett 
the sum of two hundred dollars for a horse lost by said Dorsett in the 
Battle of Kickapoo Vilage on the 16th October A. D. eighteen hundred 
and thirty eight in the campaign against the Indians and hostile Mexi- 
cans, and that the said sum is hereby specially Appropriated. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Reed. Jan. 24, 1840 10 oclk morning 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


- JOINT RESOLUTION. 
For the releif of Doctor Anson Jones. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
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Treasury is hereby authorized and required to receive payment of Anson 
Jones in the promissory notes of the Government, for the two instal- 
ments due by him with interest thereon, at ten per cent per annum, 
for lots purchased on Galveston Island 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. Wm. Ward Cht. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 25, 1840 6 oclk evening. 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


— 


| JOINT RESOLUTION 
3 For the relief of K. H. Muse 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor is 
hereby authorised and required to audit the claim of K. H. Muse for 
the sum of two hundred dollars for one horse lost in the campaign 
against the Cherokees in the year eighteen hundred and thirty nine 
under the command of General K H Douglass 

DAVID $. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 


Tuos. Ww. Warp. Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 30, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John O. Brien. 


Sec. 1. Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to receive from John 
O Brien in the promissory notes of the Government, the amount of 
twenty five hundred and ten dollars or such amount as he may stand 
indebted for nineteen lots purchased by him at the sale of lots on Gal- 
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veston Island, with interest thereon from the time the payments become 
due, up to the time at which he may make payment (provided the same 
be made within sixty days from the passage of this act) at the rate of 
ten per cent per annum, and on such payment and interest being made, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall issue or cause to be issued the corre- 
sponding patent or patents for said lots. 

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted, That Moreau Forrest, be, and is en- 
titled to the same rights and privileges, as herein conferred on John 


. O. Brien. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
Reed. Jan. 30, 1840. noon - Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


1 


———— 


AN ACT 
For the relief of the heirs of Green De Witt 


Whereas it is satisfactorily proven that the Legislature of the State 
of Coahuila and Texas granted, to the heirs of Green De Witt in the 
spring of eighteen hundred and thirty five a certificate for five leagues 
of land, in Consideration of his exertions to settle his colony which was 
to have been located upon the vacant lands of Texas, and whereas it is 
also satisfactorily proven that said lands have never been located: 
therefore. 

Section 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: that there be and is 
hereby granted to the heirs of Green De Witt five leagues of land as 
full Compensation for his services as Empresario, and in lieu of the 
lands granted by the State of Coahuila and Texas in the year eighte [e]n 
hundred and thirty five :— 

Section 2 Be it further enacted, that the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, be and he is hereby authorized and required to issue to 
the heirs of said Green De Witt, certificates of a league each for the 
aforesaid five leagues of land: which shall be sufficient authority for 
any lawful surveyor, to locàte the same upon any of the vacant lands of 
the Republic 

DAVID S8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I-Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 


sentatives. 


 . Tuo. Wu. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For The relief of John J. Lumpkin 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the Commissioner 
of the General Land office be and he is hereby required to issue to John 
J. Lumpkin a head right certificate for one third of a league of land, to 
be surveyed according to Law—upon said Lumpkin taking the Oath and 
making such other proof as required by the land Law 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Taos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 5, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
. For the relief of Crawford Grigsby.— 


Section 1. Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secre- 
tary of War is hereby authorised and required to re-issue to Crawford 
Grigsby a Certificate for three hundred and twenty acres of land for 
services rendered in the army of Texas 

Section 2. Be it further resolved, that the first Auditor be and he 
is hereby authorised and required to re-audit the claim of Crawford 
Grigsby for twenty four dollars, for services rendered in the army of 
Texas 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 2ist January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
THos WM Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, 740 noon Wu. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requiring the Commissioner of the General Land office to issue a Patent 
for the four leagues of Land belonging to the town of Goliad. 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: That the commis- 
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sioner of the General Land office be authorized and he is hereby required 
to issue to the Corporation of the town of Goliad a patent for the four 
leauges of land heretofore granted to said Town, in the manner and 
form that other Patents may be issued bounded and included in the fol- 
lowing limits beginning in the center of the old fort in said Town and 
running due North one league to a post in the prairie on the old La- 
Bahia Road thence due west one league to a post at the North west cor- 

ner of said town tract, thence due South two leagues to a post at south 
~ west Corner of said town tract. Thence due East two leagues to a post 
for the South East Corner of said town tract. Thence due North two 
leagues to a post for the North East Corner of said town tract. Thence 
due West one league to the post on the old La-Bahia road. 

Section 2 Be it further resolved that the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land office be and he is hereby required to issue to the Trustees of 
the Town of Liberty and their successors in office a patent to the four 
leagues of land belonging to said Town in accordance with the laws of 
the colonization and other laws making the concession of the four leagues 
to said Town 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET: 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tros. Wu. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Wm W Stark 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled. that the Second Auditor is 
hereby authorized and required to Audit the claim of Wm. W. Stark for 


one Hundred dolldrs as full compensation for making doors of both . 
Houses of Congress, and the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the 


Same. 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 4th Febry 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Gertify.that the.within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 1, 1840: noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 
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AN ACT 
For the relief of Joseph Cecil 


Sect 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and house of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That the Pay Master 
General be and he is hereby authorized to pay to Joseph Cecil one thou- 
sand Dollars in four equal Instalments as follows to wit Two hundred 
and fifty dollars on the first monday of February next. Two hundred 
and Fifty dollars on the first monday of April next Two hundred and 
fifty on the first monday of July next and the remainder on the first 
Monday of October next ensuing 

Sect 2d Be it further Enacted That the said Joseph Cecil in addi- 
tion to the above mentioned $1000 shall be entitled during his life to a 
pension of sixteen dollars a month and the First Auditor is hereby 
authorized to audit the accounts of the said Cecil for the same 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET , 
President of the Senate 


Approved 7th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I do hereby certify that the within act originated in the Senate 


Senate Chamber 7th Jany 1840 l 
Jno D McLeop Secy of the Senate 


Recd. Jan. 7, ^40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorizing James Hamilton to take the oath of allegiance and to be- 
come a citizen of the Republic of Texas. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That James Hamilton be al- 
lowed to take the oath of allegiance to this Republie, before the Secre- 
tary of State and that he will then be entitled to all the privileges of 


citizenship within the same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st December 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
This is to certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 


House of Representatives 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Saturday afternoon 3 oclk Dec. 21, 1839 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


3 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of George Johnson 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled, that the Secretary of War be 
and he is hereby required to grant to George Johnson a donation land 
certificate for six hundred and forty Acres of land, the same he is en- 


titled to by virtue of his ha[v]ing participated in the battle of San- 


Jacinto 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 4th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
Tuos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 28, 1840 6 oclk evening. 
Wau. G. Lewis Priv. Sec 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Jesse Ammons 


Section 1st. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the first 
Auditor is here by authorised and required to issue to Jesse Ammons a 
draft for twenty nine 98/100 dollars for services rendered in the Army, 
and the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the Same. 

Section 2nd Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of War, be 
authorised and required to issue a certificate for three hundred and 
twenty acres of bounty land to the said Jesse Ammons for Services ren- 
dered in the army ; 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

DAVID G BURNET 

` ` President of the Senate- 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House of 
Representatives 


Tuos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 20, '40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of the Mechanics, which have been employed, on the Public 
Buildings, at the City of Austin: who have not been paid by the 
Government Agent, the the [sic] Amount of their Claims. 


Be it Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled. That the sum of Thirteen thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty 76/100 Dollars be and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated for the payment of the Mechanics which have been employed 
upon the publie buildings at the City of Austin by Edwin Waller Gov- 
ernment Agent, and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorised 
and required to issue upon the order of the President the promissory 
Notes of the'Government for the before mentioned Amount. 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 1st January 1840 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 
I certify that the within Joint Resolution originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Dec. 31, 1839 9 oclk morng | 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Peter Kerr 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republie 
of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be and, 
he is herely required to issue to Peter Kerr a certificate for three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of bounty land, and twenty four dollars as monthy 
pay, as a full remuneration for three months services (in the Army of 
Texas in 1836.) As interpreter for the prisoners captured at San- 


Jacinto 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, ^40 noon Wa. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Gránting permission of -Absence to the Judge of the third Judicial 
District 
Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Judge of the third 
Judicial District have leave of absence from the Republic for the space 
of four months, commencing on the first day of July next. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
a Speaker of the House ofRepresentatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
THOS. Wa. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 28, 1840. 6 oclk evening 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the releif of Jesse Benton Jr. and the heirs of Wm. LA 
deed. 


Sec. 1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby authorized to issue to Jesse Benton Jr. a certifi- 
cate for the donation lands due him for services rendered in the battle 
of San-Jacinto:—and also to issue to the legal representatives of Wm. 
Laughbridge decd. a certificate for donation land, due for services in 
the battle of San Jacinto. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 3rd February 1840 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House. 


of Representatives. 
THos Ww WARD ed Clk. H. R. 


Basi Jan. 28, 1840. 6 oclk evening à 
: Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Granting a divorce to Letitia Emily Hough 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled :— That from and 
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after the passage of this act, Samuel H. Hough and Letitia Emily 
Hough formerly Letitia Emily Burch be, and they are hereby declared 
to be forever divorced, and each party is hereby declared free to act in 
every thing as though they never had been married 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Feb. 3, 1840. 10 oclk morning 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


AN ACT 
Granting a divorce to S. G. Haynie— 


Be it enacted by the Senate-and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled; That S. G. Haynie of this 
Republic, and Julia M. Haynie, formerly Julia M. Lucas, and now re- 
siding in the state of Alabama, be and they are hereby declared to be 
forever divorced, and each party is hereby declared to be free to act 
and contract in every thing, as though they had never been married.— 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved January 29th. 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 


tives. 
THos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 24, *40 10 oclk morning l E 
Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


——— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Lewis Williams 


Be it Resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in congress assembled. That the first auditor, be and 
he is hereby required to audit the claim of Lewis Williams for nine 
hundred and thirty dollars and the Treasurer is hereby required to pay 
the same to the legal Representatives of the said Lewis Williams De- 
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ceased. it being full for transporting sixty two Mexican prisoners 
from Galveston Island to the Brasos st Iago near matamoras in the 
Year 1837— 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 
[ Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


AN ACT 
For the benefit of Albert Mitchell A free boy of Colour 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled, That Albert Mitchell a free boy 
of Colour be permited to remain in the family of Honorable John M. 
Clifton in this Republic until he is twenty one years of age, at which 
time said Clifton be required to give to said Albert Mitchell his free 
papers 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa-- 
tives. 


Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 24, 1840 10 oclk morn. 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Elizabeth Bryant (formerly Elizabeth Costerly) 
and Thomas C. Snalem 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: That the first auditor 
is hereby required to audit the claim of Elizabeth Bryant (formerly 
Elizabeth Costley) for five hundred and fifty four dollars and the Treas- 
urer is hereby required to pay the same it being for supplies furnished 
to the army under the Command of Gen. Thomas J. Rusk in the 
year 1838, 
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Sec 2 Be it further resolved that the first Auditor is hereby re- 
quired to audit the claim of Thomas C. Snalim for five hundred and 
fifty four dollars and the treasurer is hereby required to pay the same 
it being for supplies furnished to the army under the Command of Gen. 


Thomas J. Rusk in the year 1838. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 6th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 


Taos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Red. Feb. 5, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Benjamine Roberts 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor is 
hereby required to Audit the discharge of Benjamine Roberts for three 
months service in Captain Murrell's Company in the summer of 1839, 


And the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25 January 1840 >- MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tamos Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 21, "40 5 oclk evening. 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


——— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Marlin 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the Secretary of War is 
hereby authorised and required to issue a bounty land Warrant to John 
Marlin for three months services in S. C. Robertson's Company of 
rangers in the year 1836, and the first Auditor is hereby authorised 
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and required to Audit his Claim for three months services at the same 
rate at which the other members of the company were paid ~ 


DAVID 8. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the house 


of Representatives 
TuHos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, '40 noon Wam. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


—— 


JOINT RESOLUTFON 
. For the releif of George S. Stratton 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Second Auditor be 
required to audit the claim of Geo. S. Stratton Tor Sixty five Dollars, 
the same being amount allowed him for travelling expenses from Hous- 
ton to Austin, and pay during the time he awaited the arrival of the 
Acting Secretary of State at Austin. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
- DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 14th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify the within Joint Resolution to have Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 14, "40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of H. M. Brewer 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the He- 
public of Texas in congress assembled; That the first Auditor, audit 
the Claim of H. M. Brewer against the Government for eighty seven 
dollars it being for Corn furnished to Coln. A. Horton during the time 
he was engaged in running the line between the Cherokees and whites, 
and that the Treasurer pay the Same 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives. 
THos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R, 
Recd. Jan. 20, ”40 noon Won. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorising the ist Auditor to employ an additional clerk 


Section 1 Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: That the first 
auditor be and he is hereby authorised to employ an additional clerk 
to the number already allowed by law for the period of nine months 
and no longer. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives. . 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 3, 1840.10 oclk morning 
Wu. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


—— TT 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Captain Isham Sims, and others 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas, in Congress Assembled, That the first Auditor is 
hereby Authorised and required to Audit the claim of Isham Sims as 
captain of Rangers for service rendered in the fall of 1838 guarding 
Mexican prisoners and the claims of the men who were at that time in 
his company who had not already received their pay and allow the same 
one dollar per day for the time they served 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R.' 


Recd. Jan. 21, '40 5 oclk evening. 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Thomas J Rusk and the Company under the Command 
of G. E. Black 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, that the First Auditor 
be and is hereby authorized and required to- Audit a draft drawn by 
Thos. J Rusk € William Hart for one thousand dollars on the Treasury 
of this Republic in Favour of Powers. Said draft is due the first of 
Feb[r]uary 1840 and was drawn to equip a company under the com- 
mand of H M Black to protect the Frontier, and the Treasurer is 
hereby authorized to pay the same 


Sec 2 Be it further resolved, that G. E. Black and the men under 
his command shall receive the same pay and emoluments, that other 
mounted men are allowed in the service or army of the republie, and 
the Pay Master is hereby authorized to pay them. Provided that they 
present the necessary Vouchers, and also for provision and provender, 
used by said Company 
- See 3 Be it further resolved. That the committee Thomas J Rusk, 
William Hart and E B Nobles, who were appointed to equip said com- 
pany shall be accountable to this Republic for all Horses and other public 
property furnished said Company by said Committee as Public Prop- 
erty, when called on by the Secretary of War or an officer appointed 
by him 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Represenattives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. 6 oclk evening 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the Releif of William Smith Administrator of William H. Smith 


Section Ist. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the first 
Auditor be and he is hereby required to Audit the claim of William 
Smith administrator of Wm. H. Smith Deceased for three months serv- 
ices in the Army prior to the surrender of General Cos, and for six 
months after same under the command of Col. J. C. Neill. 

Section 2nd. Be it further resolved. That the Secretary of War is 


hereby required to issue such bounty and donation land as may be due 
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the above mentioned Wm. H. Smith who was killed at the fall of the 
Alamo while under Command of Col. J. C. Neill 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
` President of the Senate 


Approved 14th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives . 
- Tuos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 9, 740 noon Wy. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the releif of John. P. T. Fitzhugh, legal representative of Wesley 
Fitzhugh deceased. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and. House of Representatives of the Re- _ 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled, "That the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office be and he is hereby authorized and required to issue 
to John P. T. Fitzhugh legal representative of Westly Fitzhugh de- 
ceased a certificate for one third of a league of Land, the same being 
the head right claim of said Westly Fitzhugh upon the evidence from 
the War Department, that the said Wesley Fitzhugh died while in the 
service in the army of this Republic— 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 4th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. WM. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. 6 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of William Small 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas, in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor 1s 
hereby authorised and required to Audit the accounts of Wm. Small for 
Black Smithing amounting to one hundred and ten dollars, the Same 
having been done for the Republic at the town of San-Antonio in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty seven 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 20, '40 noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Herman D Koopman. 


Be it Resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Treasurer be and he 
is hereby required, to pay to Herman D. Koopman the Sum of One Hun- 
dred and Eighty dollars out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the same being due to the said Koopman for services ren- 
dered the Government in the years eighteen hundred and thirty six and 
eighteen hundred and thirty seven. 
i DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tamos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, "40 noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


—— 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Messrs Shreve and Grayson 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of representatives of the re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Second Auditor be 
and is hereby authorized and required to admit and audit the Claim of 
Messrs Shreve and Grayson for disbursements made by them on the 
Schooner Tom Toby, for the amount of Twenty Six hundred and Sev- 
enty eight dollars and Seven Cents, with ten pr cent interest from the 
day on which said Shreve and Grayson paid said amt. in New Orleans, 
up to the day on which said claims shall be presented to the Auditor 
and that this amount, shall be in full of all demands, and accounts 
against the Government of Texas, by said Claimants in relation to The 
Tom Toby, and the amount above is hereby appropriated to be paid in 
the Promissory notes of the Government 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
- DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


gas eee. 
danger mot n n0 


MN Ee eM ia aao aa n 


—À 


esce Feu Com 


Tu. 


—— 
ee > 


A DA 
tym NOU umgehen, grim DS Y 


WO it 


256 JOURNALS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 
Approved 4th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos. Ww.Wagp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Feb. 4, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec 


AN ACT 


Repealing part of the several Acts for the Permanent Location of the 
Seat of Government 


Be it Enacted by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled: That so much of the above 
recited Acts as relates to the Appointment and duties of Agent, be, and 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate’ 


Approved 21st January 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I hereby certify that this act originated in the Senate 
ALGERNON P. THOMPSON 
Asst. Secretary of the Senate 


` the same is hereby repealed : 


Recd. Jan. 18, 740 Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Green 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That the first Auditor 
be and he is hereby required to Audit the claim of John Green Jr. for 
four hundred and fifty eight dollars and thirty three cents it being tor 
Services rendered as first Lieut. in the marine corps from the 15th of 
March to the 15th July on board the Tom Toby, and money expended 


by him in the Texian Cause 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House. 
of Representatives. 
Tos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Feb. 4, 1840 3 oclk eveng 
Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 
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AN ACT 
For the relief of James Foster and Macklin Bracy 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House.of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor be and 
he is hereby authorised and required to audit the account of James 
Foster for the sum of eight hundred and sixty three dollars and also the 
account of Macklin Bracy for.the sum of five hundred and forty two 
dollars both being for Corn, Beef &C. used by the Texian Army while 
encamped on the Brazos River in the Spring of 1836 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, 240 noon Wma. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Salina Arnold relict and administratrix of Hayden 
Arnold Deceased * 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas, tn Congress Assembled, That the treasurer be and 
he is hereby authorized and required to pay out of any monies in the 
- treasury (not other wise appropriated) to Selina Arnold relict and ad- 
ministratrix of Hayden Arnold Deceased, the Sum of six hundred and 
eighty dollars agreeably to an, audited Draft No. 3085, dated 17th. May 
1839. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
: DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 28th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 27, 1840 5 oclk evening 
Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Lieut Col. P. B. Dexter 


Be it résolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Repub- 
lie of Texas in Congress assembled That the Second Auditor be and he is 
hereby authorised and required to admit in off set the sum of Three 
hundred Dollars par funds and two hundred and fifty dollars promissory 


. notes of the Government against any sum-or amount of money which 


may be due to the Government of Texas by Lieut Col. P. B. Dexter 
arrising from disbursement of moneys made by him, during the time, 
that.he was employed as commissioner to run the boundary line be- 
tween this Republie and that of the United States, from the 26th day 
of July 1839 to 14th October of the same year 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

DAVID G.BURNET 

President of the Senate 


Approved th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 


1 


'THos Wm Warp Chí. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Feb. 4, 1840 3 oclk evening 
^ Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of N. M. Dawson. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled. That the first Auditor is 
hereby authorized and required to reissue to N. M. Dawson, a draft for 
five hundred and forty two dollars and seventy five cents, the original 
having been numbered 1910, and marked letter. V. and drawn in favor of 
N. W. Dawson in mistake for the proper name, and which was issued 
for personal military services, and has since been lost 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives . 
i Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 30, 1840 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Richard J. Woodward. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the He- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Pay Master be, and 
he is hereby authorized and required to allow and pay Richard J. Wood- 
ward, the usual pay as Assistant Quarter Master of a detachment of 
Volunteers, Stationed on the Colorado River, for the time he was em- 
ployed as such, according to the Rules and Regulations in such Cases 
made and provided. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET . 
President of the Senate 


Approved 30th November 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I certify the within Joint Resolution to have originated in the House 


of Representatives 
Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Saturday morning 10 O’clk Nov. 30, 1839 
Wma. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


\ 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Jacob H. Shepard. 


Be it resolved by the senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the second Auditor is 
hereby authorised and required to re-audit the Claim of Jacob H. 
Shepard for one hundred and twenty six dollars for services rendered 
by Carrying the Mail from the Army in the year 1836 to Velasco and 
the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the same 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


Tuos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 5, 1840. noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John English 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that the first auditor 


FEES UE ^ 
——— EL e rm eo) 
> E o E A 


ES 


ix —- 
A 
e 


E 
a 


‘ As 


A o 
xt 


260 JOURNALS oF THE FOURTH CONGRESS, REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


be and he is hereby required to audit the claim of John English for one 
hundred and seventeen dollars for Carrying an express in the year 1838 


from Shelbyville to Clarksville: Red River by order of the president 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives. 
Tros. Ww. Warp Chf, Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wm. Q. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John Murchison 


See 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the first Auditor be 
and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claim of John 
Murchison for the Sum of Two hundred dollars for a horse killed in the 
battle that was fought by General Thomas J. Rusk against the hostile 
Indians and Mexicans, on the sixteenth of October 1838, near the Kick- 


apoo Vilage and the paymaster is authorized to pay the Same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 


Speaker of the Housé of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 


* President of the Senate 
Approved ist February 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
Taos. Ww.WarD Chi. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 
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AN ACT 
For the relief of Isaac D. Hamilton 


Section 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress Assembled: That the Com- 
missioner of the general Land office, be and is hereby authorized and 
required to issue to Isaac D. Hamilton a certificate for a third of a 
league of land upon said Hamilton's filing his affidavit that he has never 
received a certificate for his head right claim for land in this Republic 

Section 2nd. Be it further enacted, That the certificate granted by 
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authority of this Act shall be sufficient authority for any surveyor to 
locate the quantity of land there in named 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


2 


THos. Wa. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Jan. 20, 740 noon Wa. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


\ 


AN ACT 


For the relief of certain persons who improved lots in the City of Austin 
by the consent of the Government Agent previous to 
the first sale.— 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 


of the Treasury be and he is hereby required to issue certificates of 


purchace to Mrs Mary P. Bullock for two lots in the City of Austin - 


fronting on Congress Ávenue on which the Hotel and other improve- 
ments are made at the average price at which lots in the immediate 
neighborhood on Congress Avenue sold, at the first sale in the City of 
Austin, upon her paying and securing to be paid the price as the law 
requires.— 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Secretary of the 
Treasury is required to issue certificates to Messrs Beaty and Webb, 
James Burke Thomas Smith, and L W Tucker, and all other indi- 
viduals who have made improvements as herein mentioned for one im- 
proved lot each in the City cf Austin before the first sales, by consent 
of the Government Agent, at the average rate of lots similarly situated 
which were sold at the first sales, upon their complying with the laws 
regulating sales of lots in the City of Austin.— 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives . 
TuHos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, 740 noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of Sterling C. Robertson. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Quarter Master Gen- 
eral is"hereby required to liquidate the claim of S. C. Robertson for a 
Horse valued at One hundred dollars; which was loaned by him to a 


private of Captain Bowyer's company in the year 1837. 


DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 30 January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


l Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H.R. 


Reed. Jan. 28, 1840 6 oclk evening 
. Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of George W Hockley 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be and he is hereby authorised to admit and settle the claim 
of Colonel George W. Hocklev, “for five hundred and thirty one dollars 
and fifty cents being for moneys expended by said Hockley for the Gov- 
ernment.” Out of any money in the Treasury not othe[r]wise appro- 
priated 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within J ot Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives. 
Tuos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 4, 1840 3 oclk eveng. 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


- Requiring the Post Master General not to contract for carrying the Mail 


from Austin to Houston. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Acting Post Master 


Br 


REPORTS AND RELIEF LAws ` 263 


General be instructed not to close the contract for carrying the Mail 
from the City of Austin to Houston, until he be authorized so to do by 


an Act of Congress. l 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st December 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
This is to certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 
House of Representatives 
THOS Wu Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Wednesday afternoon 4 oclk Dec. 19, 1839 j 
War. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


, JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of John P. T. Fitzhugh 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, in Congress assembled. .That the Board of Land Commis- 
sioners of Bastrop County, be, and they are hereby required, to grant a 
certificate of one third of a league of land, to Dr. John P. T. Fitzhugh 
(being his head right claim) upon the affidavits of W. nc Gant, and 
Thomas Green, and that the said Fitzhugh shall be allowed ten days 
from the passage of this act, to obtain said certificate, any law to the 
eontrary notwithstanding 

Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and, he is 
hereby authorized and required, to issue to the said Fitzhugh a bounty 
warrant of Three hundred and twenty acres of land, for military serv- 
ices; upon good and sufficient proof being made, that the said Fitzhugh 


served three months in the Army of Texas, previous to the twentieth of 


May 1836. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President E the Senate 
Approved 1st January 1840 MIRABEAU B- LAMAR. 
I certify that the within Joint resolution originated i in the House of 
Representatives : 
THos Wu Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Dec. 31, 1839 noon Ww. G, Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Nesario Mancha. 


- Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the first Auditor is | hereby 
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Authorised and required to audit the account of Nesario Mancha for 
twenty six Beeves at ten dollars per Beef and one Hog at ten Dollars 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives : 
Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 20, ^40 noon Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the Relief of the Post Master General and the heads of Bureau's 


Be it resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress assembled That from and after the first 
day of October last past the Offices herein after enumerated shall be 
allowed in addition to their present Salaries the following Amounts 


(To Wit) The post Master General One thousand dollars per Annum- 


the Ist. and 2nd Auditor (each) Five hundred dollars The Treasurer 
Five hundred dollars per Annum— 
Be it further resolved that this Resolution shall Continue in force 
until the 1st day of October 1840 and no longer— ` 
DAVID $. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 1st February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the Senate 
f ALGERNON THOMPSON Asst Secy Senate 


Recd. Jan. 30 1840. 5 oclk evening 
> Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


AN ACT 
For the releif of Edward Linn 


Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized to pay Edward 
Linn the sum of three thousand, one hundred and nineteen Dollars and 
fifty cents out of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
for surveying the City of Calhoun and furnishing a map thereof. 

Section 2. Be it further Enacted. That the Secretary of the Treas- 
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ury be authorized to pay the expenses of advertising the sale of lots in 
the City of Calhoun out of any money not otherwise appropriated. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
: ` DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 


sentatives. 


1 


THos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Reed. Jan. 22, 40 Noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of the heirs of James Brackin. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby authorised and required to issue to the Heirs of James 
Brackin, late a Soldier in the army of Texas twelve hundred and eighty 
acres of land, and pay from the 8th March 183% to 25th August 1837, 
Provided said Heirs shall receive the same in full for all claims which 
they may have against the Governme[n ]t | 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved. 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Ce&üfy that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 
Tuos. WM. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 20, 40 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the releif of H. W. Karnes. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Quarter Master Gen- 
eral is hereby authorized and required to pay to H. W. Karnes, the sum 
of Four Hundred and Ninety five Dollars and Seventy five cents, in par 
funds ; it having been paid by him for expenses incurred by H. Teal and 
himself while in confinement at Matamoras, when prisoners of the Mex- 


ican Army. 
- . DAVID 8S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 14th January 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I hereby certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 


House of, Representatives 
` Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Jan. 11, '40 9 oclk morng 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


| JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Alexander Horton David Renfro and others 


Sec 1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled: That the pay master 
General be and he is hereby authorised to pay Alexander Horton Com- -` 
missioner and David Brown surveyor each five dollars per day for twenty 
three days services rendered in surveying and Running the Cherokee 
line— i i 

Sec 2. Be it further Resolved. That David Renfro and his Com- 
pany Consisting of thirty four men including the officers of said Com- 
pany, shalt be allowed the same pay as other Mounted men in the 
Army, and the paymaster is authorised to pay them on their presenting 


the necessary Vouchers . 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 6th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives 
THos. Wu. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Feb. 4, 1840 3 oclk even’g. 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of David Sample 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress Assembled; That David Sample Commis- 
sioner appointed to mark the boundary line between Texas and the 
United States by the President be and he is hereby entitled to pay at 
the rate of two thousand dollars per anum for the time which he 
may have served previous to receiving notice of the appointment of Gen- 
eral Hunt in runing the boundary line between Texas and the United 
States under an Act entitled an Act to carry into effect the convention 
between Texas and the United States, for marking the boundary line 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
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Approved 25th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 


of Representatives - 
Taos. Wm. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 91,740 5 oclk evening 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Jonathan A. McGary 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
publie of Texas in Congress Assembled, That the Quarter Master Gen- 
eral be and he is hereby Authorised and required to approve the account 
of Jonathan A. MeGary for two horses furnished the Government for the 
Milam Guards in the'year 1838. And that the first Auditor is hereby au- 
thorised and required to Audit the Same 

i DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 21st January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the House 
of Representatives 


LI 


Tuos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H.R. 
Reed. Jan. 20, 740 noon Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy. 


A — 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


For the sale of the House and Lot, in the City of Houston, formerly 
occupied by the President. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled: That the President be and 
is hereby authorized and required, to have sold at Public Auction to 
the highest bidder, as soon as may be practicable, the House and Lot 
in the City of Houston, belonging to the Government and formerly 
occupied by the President, under and upon the following terms and 
conditions, to wit, One fourth part of the amount of purchase money 
to be paid in Cash, in the Promissory Notes of the Government, the 
balance in two equal instalments of Six and twelve months in Promis- 
sory Notes of the Government, with good and approved security and a 
mortgage upon the property until final payment, and that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized to contract with 
an Auctioneer for the sale of said house and lot, and to settle and ad- 
Just all operations with him, and to make a title to the purchaser as 
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soon as all the conditions be complied with, provided, that not more 
than one per cent commission shall be allowed for the sale of the same. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the: House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 13th December 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Joint Resolution originated in the House 


of Representatives.— 
Tuos Ww Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Wednesday afternoon 3 o’clk Dec. 11, 1839 | 
Ww. G. Lgwis Priv. Secy 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Jonathan Ikin 
Whereas Jonathan Ikin of London in the Kingdom of Great Britain, 


was induced, under evident misrepresentations, to purchase from John 
Woodward of New York in the United States an amount of Scrip is- 
sued by John Charles Beales an Empresario, Which -Serip purports to 
be an interest in the Colorado & Red River Land Company— and where 
as the Said- Jonathan Ikin acting under a belief that he had acquired 
a just and legal claim to land in the Republic of: Texas by the pur- 
chase of said Scrip, provided he introduced and put upon the land a 
certain number families; has further been induced to Send to this 
Country at a heavy expense and considerable inconvenience emigrants 
the number of about eighty and has some others now on the way or 
about being embarked on ship board in England destined for this Coun- 
try. by which operations the Said Jonathan Ikin must incur a heavy 
loss in addition to the one sustained by his purchase from Woodward 
of unauthorised and illegal evidences of land Claims, in as much as 
there never was any lands known legally to belong to the said Beales 
or to the said Woodward, and all issues of land scrip by Empresarios 
were made directly contrary to the Spirit and intent of the Colonization 
laws of Coahuila and Texas: Therefore while this nation disavows the 
Act of any foreigner, or citizen, selling or otherwise disposing of land 
Scrip issued by an empresario or company acting under powers derived 
from Empresarios, as evidences of title to lands in Texas as none of 
Such evidences are recognized and acknowledged by the laws of this 
Republic, has nevertheless in consideration of services rendered by said 
Jonathan Ikin, during our revolutionary struggle, as well as his ex- 
ertions to promote an increase of the population of Texas, by the in- 
troduction of laborious and industrious emigrants from England, as 
also the amount of expense necessarily incurred by him in perfecting 
Such introduction, been pleased to enact as follows. 

Sec 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the President of 


pr 


i z 
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this Republic, be and he is hereby authorised and requested to enter 
into a contract with Arthur Ikin, Son and legal representative of Jona- 
than Ikin of London, by which a Section of the Vacant land of this 
Republie, shall be designated by the President on which the emigrants 
already introduced at the expense of said Jonathan Ikin, and such 
others as may be introduced by him by the first of September next en- 
sueing to the number of one hundred and fifty heads of families or 
Single men, and to distribute to each head of a family (by which is / 
understóod a married man and his wife, or widower, or widow, with 
his or her children) the quantity of land as will be expressed in the 
Second section of this Act, authorising said Arthur Ikin to make con- 
tracts with such emigrants as will secure to the said Jonathan Ikin or 
his legal heirs or representatives at the end of six years from the date 
of the patent which each emigrant may respectively receive from the 
Government of Texas, a full and perfect title to a portion of such land 
as shall not in any instance exceed the one half of the land granted to 
each family or individual, and no sale or transfer of any land granted 
io emigrants under the provissions of this Act except for the contracts 
before mentioned, shall be lawful before the expiration of ten years 
from the date of the patent made to each individual 
Sec 2 Be it further enacted That to each and every head of a 
family as before said there shall be given as a head right three hundred 
and twenty acres of land, and to each single or unmarried man over 
twenty one years of age, there shall be granted one hundred and sixty 
acres of land 
Sec 3 Be it further enacted, That the President is hereby further 
authorised to grant to the said Jonathan Ikin four leagues of land 
from any of the vacant land of this Republie as a compensation for 
losses and expenses sustained and incured by him in his endeavors to 
promote an increase of the population df this country, patents for which 
lands shall be issued so soon as the introduction of the families before 
mentioned shall be completed under such provissions as the President 
may deem proper to adopt, Provided that the President may immedi- 
ately disignate a league of land, from any vacant lands near the set- 
tlements, as one of the four leagues before mentioned on which the 
said Arthur Ikin may establish and settle the emigrants already intro- 
duced, so as to afford the necessary time for the selection of the head 
rights which such emigrants are entitled to. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the.House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET i 
- President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 


tives. 


THos. Ww. Warp Chf. Clk. H. B. 


Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. 3 oclk afternoon. 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 
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AN ACT 
For the benefit of David F. Webb. 


Section ist. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled that David F 
Webb who was wounded in the fall of 1838 under the command of Col. 
H. L. Mabbitt in a conflict with the hostile Mexicans and Indians be 
allowed as a donation the sum of three hundred dollars and the,further 
sum of two hundred dollars pe[r] annum payable Quarterly for three 
years from and after the passage of this act 

Section 2nd. Be it further enacted that the Second Auditor be and 
he is hereby required to issue his draft to said David F. Webb and the 
Treasurer to pay the same out of the Civil Contingent Fund in con- 
formity with the provisions of this Act 

DAVID S, KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 14th January 1840. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Representa- 
tives. ` 


THos. WM. Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Jan. 11, 40 9. oclk morng. ‘ 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of the clerks employed in the several Departments and 
Bureaus of this Government. 


Section 1st Be it resolved by the Senate and house of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That from and 
after the passage of this Resolution The pay and Emoluments of the 
chief clerks of the different departments and Bureaus of this Govern- 
ment shall be the sum of twenty five hundred dollars per Annum and 
that of the Assistant Clerks shall be the sum of twenty two hundred 
dollars per Ánnum— 

- Section 2d. Be it further resolved: That the Salary of the Private 
Secratary of the President shall be twenty five hundred dollars per 
Annum from the first of October last to the 1st of October next and 
no longer 

Section 3 Be it further resolved: That the operations of this Act 
shall be so construed as to take effect from and after the first day of 
October last past 

Section 4th Be it further resolved: That in feuture the State De- 
partment shall be entitled to three clerks, the War Department to three 
clerks, the secratary of the Treasury Department to three clerks the 
Navy Department to Two clerks, The first Auditors Department to 
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two clerks The second Auditors Department to two clerks the General 
Land Office to three permanent clerks and if Patents to Head rights 
should be issued an Additional number of Two Clerks The Post Mas- 
ter Generals office to one clerk The Quarter Masters General to one 
clerk The Adjutant General to one clerk The Comptroller to one 
clerk The Treasurer to one clerk and the Pay Master General to one 
clerk and no other clerk or clerks are hereafter to be recognized by 
Law in any of the aforesaid offices 
Section 5th Be it further resolved That the Post Master General 
may employ an Assistant clerk if he deems it necessary who shall re- 
ceive alike salary as other assistant clerks in the chief Departments 
Section 6th Be it further resolved: that the foregoing resolutions 
so far as relates to the pay allowed shall be in force untill the 1st of 
October next and no longer. | . 
, DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 13th January 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the Senate. 
ALGERNON THOMPSON 
Assistant Secretary of Senate 


——— 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Authorizing and requiring the Auditor to audit the claim of 
Gabriel Jackson. 


Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled. That the Auditor is hereby 
authorized and required to audit the claim of Gabriel Jackson for One 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars and Fifty cents, for Oxen de pressed into 
the services of the Republic by Captain Allen in December 1835. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 


Approved 13th December 1889 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


I hereby certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 
House of Representátives. 
Tuos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Reed. Wednesday afternoon 3 o'elk Dec 11, 1839 
Ww. G. Lgwis Priv. Secy - 
a 


A 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Israel L. Ludlow, D. T. Disney and 
Joseph Graham 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas in Congress assembled. -That it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
ond Auditor and he is hereby required to audit and allow the claim of 
Messrs Israel L. Ludlow David T. Disney and Joseph Graham for the 
sum of one thousand and ninety four Dollars—And the President is 
hereby authorized to order the payment of the aforesaid sum in funds 


equal in value to Gold and Silver. 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives _ 


DAVID G BURNET 
' | President of the Senate 


Approved 25th December 1839 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


This is to certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 
House of Representatives 
Taos Wm Warp Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Saturday afternoon Dec. 21, 1839. 
Wm. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 
For the relief of H. W. Augustine 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas in Congress assembled. That Henry H. Augustine be and he 
is hereby authorized to draw upon the Treasury of the Republic of Texas 
for one Thousand dollars: being a donation from the Government to re- 
leive him from debts incurred in consequence of being maimed by loss 


of a leg in the Cherokee War 
DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
DAVID G BURNET 
President of the Senate 
Approved 25th December 1839. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


This is to certify that the within Joint Resolution Originated in the 
House of Representatives ` 
Tuos. Wm. Ward Chf. Clk. H. R. 


Recd. Saturday afternoon Dec. 21, 1839.  . 
Ww. G. Lewis Priv. Secy 


.AN ACT 
For the benefit of certain persons therein named 


Sec 1 Be it enacted by the senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, that the Treasurer of 


EA T. a A 
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the Republic is hereby required to pay to Charles H Sims James. H 
Durst Moses L. Patton and Alexander Jourdan or their attorneys in 
fact the sum of one hundred dollars each for ten days service as ap- 
praisers to appraise the property belonging to the shawnee Indians, an- 
terior to their removal and that said sum in the promissory notes of the 
. Government is hereby specially appropriated for that purpose, — 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN 
Speaker of thé House of Representatives 

DAVID G BURNET 

President of the Senate 


Approved 5th February 1840 MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
I Certify that the within Act Originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. ` 
Tuos. Wm. Ward Chf. Clk. H. R. 
Recd. Feb. 1, 1840. noon Wo. G. Lewis Priv. Sec. 
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Abispa, schooner, 178, 182, 183, 191, 
192, 204, 209, 210. 

Abolitionists, 199. 

Acts. See Relief acts. 

‘Adam, Admiral Sir Charles, 202. 

Adams. See PONE and Adams. 

Adams, Captain $., 

"Adjutant-general, E of. See Army. 

Alamo, 254. 

Albright, Solomon, 115. 

Aldridge, A. B., 7 1. 

Allen, Lieutenant William R., 111. 

Ammons, Jesse, 245. 

Amory, Nathaniel, 17-18, 30. 

Anderson, K. L., 221. 

Anderson, Jos., 115. 

Andrews. See League, Andrews and 
company. 

_Andrews, Captain M., 90, 113. 

Andrews, Stephen Pearl, 31. 

Applegate, Captain, 90. 

Appropriations. See Estimates. 

Aransas, port of, 223. 

Arbuckle, General, 25. 

Archives, removal of, 46, 47. 

Army, adjutant-general’s report, 78, 
81-7;  disbursements, 92; frontier 
troops, 75-1; general returns for 1839, 
88-4; militia, 81-2, 85, 86-7; ordnance 
report, 98-100 5 organization, 85-73 
pay department, report, 88-91; regu- 
lar force, 76; quartermaster’s report, 
93-7; reorganization, 81. See also 
Rangers. 

Arnold, Captain Hayden, .224, 257, 

Arnold, Salina, 257. 

Auditors. See First auditor, Second 
auditor. 

‘Auditorial court, report of, 68-72. 

Augustin, Major Henry W., 105, 272. 

Austin city, 222, 240, 202; lots in, 40, 

- 44, 223. 

Austron, D., and conipany, 177. 

Ayers, William, 111. 


Baber, James D., 218. 
Backhouse, J., 201-2. 
Badgett, William, 111. 
"Bailey, E., 235. 

Bailey, Thomas, 68. 

Bain, Lieutenant N. M., 110. 
Baker, H. N., 218. 

Baker, William R., 218. 
Ball, 115. 

Ballener, Mr., 113. 

Banks, Girard, 127; New Orleans, 154, 
159; United States, 127, 134. 
Barnhart, sem 218. g 

. Barrett, D. C., 218. 


Bastrop, 112-3.” 

Baudin, Admiral, 139. 
Baylor, Doctor J. W., 216, 
Baylor, R. E. B., 216, 
Beales, John Charles, 268. 


Beatty and Webb, 261. 


Bee, Barnard E., 23. 

Bee, Hamilton P., 28. 

Beldin, John, 217. 

Bell, William W., 68. 

Bennett, Joseph L., 233, 234. 

Benton, Jesse, Jr., 247. 

Berry, Captain, 88, 106. 

Biddle, Nicholas, 134, 135, 137, 

Billingsley, Captain Jesse, 113, 

Bird, Captain John, 79, 90, 110, 111. 

Bird, Corporal William, 111. 

Birdsall, John, 166. 

Birdwell, Captain J., 89. 

Black, G. E., 253. 

Black, H. M., 253. 

Blane, 111. 

Blount, Captain, 228. 

Blunt, E. and G. W., 157. 

Boluxies, 10, 16, 78, 100. 

Booker, Dr. S., 104. 

Borden, Gail, Jr., 
205, 206, 207, 208. 

Borden, John P., 167. 

Borden, Thomas, 206. 

Boundary line, commission, 7, 28-9, 258- 
66; disbursement, 46. 

Bowles, 17, 77, 78, 105, 115. 

Bowyer, Captain, 262. 

Box, Captain, 90, 115. 

Boylan, Captain J. D., 194, 204. 

Bracken, James, 265. 

Bracy, Maclin, 68, 257. 

Branker, William, 120, 121, 133, 135, 
138. 

Brannum, William E a 153, 154, 155, 

"Breckenridge, J. D., 

"Brewer, H. M., 251. d 

‘Bridgeford, J., ; 10. 

Brigham, Asa, communications from, 
206, 208; report, 45-6, 

“Brigham, Samuel B., and Spani; 227. 

Brookfield, Captain W: C., 90. 

Brookshire, James, 111. 

‘Brookshire, Lieutenant, 19. 

Brown, David, 266. 

Browk, Dr., 104. 

Brown, Samuel T., 234. 

Brutus, brig of war, prize crew, 46, 47. 
See also Report Committee on For- 
eign Relations, 171-212. 

Bryan, Austin and company, 29. 

Bryan, William, 70. 

Bryant, Captain Benjamin, 218, 235. 


elaim, 70; letters, 
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Bryant, Elizabeth, 249, 

Buck, Benjamin, and sons, 131, 

Buckeye rangers, 68, p 

Bugg, William, 110. 

Bullock, Allen O, 229, 

Bullock, Mrs. Mary P., 261. 

Bullock, Captain Uriah, 234, 

Burch, Letitia Emily, - See 
Letitia Emily. 

Bureaus, heads of, 264, 

Burke, James, 261. 

Burleson, Aaron, 215. 


. Hough, 


- Burleson, Edward, 76, 78, 215; Chero- 


kee campaign, 103, 104, 115- 6; pon 
13, 79, 112-14. 

Burleson lake, 106. 

Burnet, David G., 78; report, 7-34. 


Burnley, A. T., claims, 69, 70; loan 

purchase of 
Charleston, 120, 121, 132, 133, 134, 
135, 136, 137, 138, 

Burton, Isaac W., 78, 167. 

Butler, Colonel Anthony, 25, 


Caddoes, depredations, 9, 10, 12, 16, 17, 
22, 23; proposed removal, 24, 275 
operations against, 78, 106, 111, 112. 

Caldwell, Captain M., 90. 

Calhoun ‘city, 44, 264. 

Campbell, James, 70. 

Canalizo, General, 78. 

Capitol. See Government buildings. 

Carlisle, Robert, 68, 

Carpizo, Mauro Ma., 183, 192. 


Carter, Captain James, 115. 

Casey, George M., 68. 

Casiana, José, 69, 

Castello, 14, 21, 

Castro, 109. 

Cazneau, William L., 93, 

Cecil, Joseph, 244. 

Chamberlin, Neri, 218, 

Chambers, General T. J., 68. 

Chandler, Reuben S., 218. 

Chapman, A., 68. 

Charleston, steamer. See Zavala. 

Cheneworth, John, 70, 72. 

Cherokees, campaign, 8, 77, 78, 79, 81, 
88, 94, 102-7, 111, 115-6, 272; corre- 
spondence * concerning, 10, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 

Chessher, Captain James, 217, 


Choctaws, correspondence concerning, 
10, 16, 18, 19. 
Clark, 18. 


ue congress, 226; department, 237, 
270 


Clifton, John M., 249. 
Clifton, W. B., 69. 

Coast defence, 79. 

Cochran, James, 68. 
Cochran, Thomas, 205, 200, 
Coffee, Holland, 25, 46, 41, 
Coit, Daniel and Eliza, 227. 
Coleman, C., 69. 


ma 
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Coleman, Mrs., 112, 
Collins, R., 46. 


Colorado and Red River land company, 


268. 
Colorado, brig, 119, 124, 160. 
Comanches, 108-10, 111, 235.. 
Comptroller, report, 54-5. 
Conlee, Preston, 220. 
Contingent expenses, Congress, 46, 4T. 
Conway, Colonel J. R., 
Cooke, James R., 46. 
Cooke, Louis P., 46, 154; report, 117-70. 
Cooke, William, “Qu, “report, 93-5. 
Cooley, Wright, 7 l 
Copenan, H. D. See Kooperman, H. D. 
Corbin, Lieutenant, 104. 
Cordova, 114. 
Cornell (Curneal?), P. J., 72. 
Correo, steamboat, 70, 154. 
Costley, E., 70. See also Bryant, Eliza- 
beth. 
Coiton gin, 30. 
Craddock, Captain J. S., 89. 


Cram, Smith, 30. 


Crane, John, 115. 

Crawford, John, 173, 179-80, 185, 200. 
Creeks, Cherokee campaign, 106; corre- 
spondence concerning, 10, 16, 17, 21. 

Crouser, H. P., 115. 

Cruger and Moore, 154, 230. 

Cummins, Alexander, 130. 

Curneal, Patrick J.,-224. 

Curtis, Elijah S., 30. 

Customs, revenue from, 37, 42-3, 44, 45; 
tonnage of vessels, 40-1. 


Dalmatia, Duke of, 195. 

Daughter, George S., 115. 

Davis, John, 229. 

Davis, Colonel, 91, 105. 

Dawson, Dread, 232. 

Dawson, Frederick, 119, 120, 126-32. 

Dawson, N. M., 110, 258. 

Debard’s, 103, E 

Debt, public, 38-42, `i ` 

Delawares, campaign against whites, 
106; correspondence concerning depre- 
dations, 10, 16, 17. 

Denson, J. H., 69. 

Derrick, J ohn, 154. 

Dewitt, Green, 241. 

Dewitt, Sarah, 70. 

Dexter, Colonel P. B,, 28, 258. 

Dibble, E., 69. 

Dickerson, L., 70. 

Direct taxes, 41, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67. 

Disbursements, army, 48, 80, 92, 94, 100; 
miscellaneous, 46-1, 51- 3; navy, 153-8. 

Disney, David T, 68, 272. 

Divorce, 247, 248. 

Doome, R. C., 46. 

Dorsett, Theodore, 239. 

Doswell, J. T., 70, 71, 154. 

Doswell and Adams, 45, 
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Douglass, General Kelsey H., Cherokee 
campaign, 25, 78, 88; report, 103-7, 
115-6; payments to Shawnees, 114. 

Doyle, N., 90. 

Duffield, W. C., 106. 

Duncan, G., 69. 

Dunean, H., 69. 

Dunkin, L. H., 129, 132. 

Dunlap, R. G., 120, 125; letters, 9-18, 
24-5, 26, 27-8. 

Durango, brig, 46, 52. 

Durham, George J., 207. 

Durst, James H., 273. 

Durst, Joseph, 106. 


Eastland, Captain William M., 90, 109, 
110. 

Eburly, A. B., 71. 

Eburly, Jacob, 68, 

Eden, John, 233. 

Edmondson, Captain W., 89, 

Education, lands surveyed for, 8, 33-4. 

Edwards, Captain H. H., 225. 

Edwards, T. and company, 114. 

Eldredge, Joseph C., 208. 

Eliza Russell, British schooner, capture 
and detention of, 173-212. 

Emberson, Captain John, 18, 90. 

Emblem, steamer, 154. 

English, John, 259-60. 

English, Wiiliam K., 68. 

English, Captain, 88. 

Erath, Captain G. B., 90. 

Ervin, Lieutenant, 110. 

Estimates for the year 1840, 44; army, 
80, 88-91, 93, 96-7; navy, 142-53. 

Evans, Musgrove, report, 49-53. 

Evans, Lieutenant W. G., 94, 111. 

Ewing, John, 105. 


Fabre, Don Juan, 70. 

Farley, H. H., 168, 169, 

Ferguson, A., 68, 70. 

Ferguson, Captain J., 90. 

Fields, 114. 

Filisola, Don Vicente, 21. 

First auditor, 252; report, 47-8. 

Fisher, George, and company, 154, 

Fisher, S, Rhoads, 68. 

Fisher, William S., 48, 68, 81. 

Fitzhugh, John P. T., 254, 263. 

Fitzhugh, Wesley, 254. 

Mw a loan, 40-1, 119, 126, 138, 

Flores, Manuel, 113, 114. 

Foreign relations, England, 8, 173-212; 
France, 8; Mexico, 8; United States, 
7-8, 9-22, 

Forrest, Moreau, 241. 

a Jobn, letters, 19-20, 21-3, 24-5, 

Forts, Bois d'Are, 18; Carter, 103; 
Johnson, 103; Lamar, 103, 105; Nash- 
e 110; Smith, 110, 111; Towson, 


Foster, James, 68, 257. 


Fowler, Samuel, 218. 

Franks, Colonel L, B., 113. 

Franklin, Benjamin C., 72, 

Fraser, S. €., 155. 

Free negroes, 238, 249. 

Frontier, protection of, 46, 47, 75, TT, 
80 


Fuller, C. F., 154. 


Gaines, William B., 70. 

Gains, Captain, 90. 

Galan, Miguel, 70. 

Galveston Island, navy yard, 123; sale 
of lots, 37, 45, 167, 217, 221, 232; 
surveys, 166. 

Gardiner, William and George, 128. 

Garland, Mr., 10. 

Garrett, John, 46. 

Gavins, 111. 

Gay, Thomas, 111. ; 

Georgia Battalion, 234. 

Gholson, Samuel, 68. 

Gibson, F. M., 69. 

Giles, Robert, 155. 

Gillans, Captain, 89. 

Gilmer, Thomas W., 68. - 

Goliad, 234, 242-3. 

Goodwin, Lewis, 215. 

Government agents, city of Austin, 256; 
Indian, 102-3; New Orleans and Mo- 
bile, 41. , l 

Government buildings, capitol, 46, 47, 
68; mechanics employed on, 246; 
pene house at Houston, 46, 47, 
267. 

Graham, Joseph, 272. 

Graham, Colonel, 28. 

Grayson, Benjamin, 168. 


. Grayson. See Shreeve and Grayson. 


Green, John, 256. 

Gresham, Joseph, 68. 

Grigsby, Crawford, 242. 

Grimes, G. W., 111. 

Gutierrez, D. Julian Gonzalez, 186, 188, 
204. 


Haley, Captain, 91. 

Hall Edward, 68, 222.3. 

Hall, H. M. ©., 111. 

Hamilton, Isaac D., 260-1. 

Hamilton, James, act concerning, 244; 
loan. commissioner, 37; purchase of 
Charleston, 120, 133, 134, 135, 136, 
137, 138, 139. ` 

Hamilton, Captain R. S.; 89, 106. 

Hamilton, William, 68. 

Hancock, George, 69, 215. 

Handy and Lusk, 68, 69, 70. 

Hanna, B. F., 70. 

Hanks, Captain, 90. 

Hannum, 111. 

Hansel, G. W., 111. 

Hanson, Thomas, 69. 

Harbors, survey of, 46, 47. 

Harrell (Harvell?), Anderson, 218. 

Harrell, Jacob M., 215, 218, 222, 
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Harris, James, 69. 

Harrison, Charles L., 68. 

Harrison, Captain, n 115. - 

Hart, Captain J., 

Hart, William, a 

Hasseltine, A..S., and company, 154. 

Hastings, M., 111. 

Haynie, Julia M. See Lucas, Julia M. 

Haynie, S. G., 248. : 

Hefferman, John, 72. 

Henderson, W. H., 69. 

Hil, William W., 230. 

Hinton, Captain A. C. 121, 139-42, 155. 

Hiteheoek, L..M., 46, 47. 

Hockley, George W., 262; report, 98-100. 

Hogan and Thompson, 156. 

Holford, James, sale of Charleston, 120, 
133, 134, 135, 136, 138, 139. 

Hooper, Captain, 91, 115. 

Hopkins, Captain J. E., 89. 

Horton, Colonel A. C., 45. 

Horton, Alexander, 15, 90, 251, 266. 

Hotehkiss, A., 68. 

Hough, Letitia Emily, 247-8. 

Hough, Samuel H., 247-8. 

Houston city, 262. 

Houston, Sam, 15, 27, 69. 

Howe, Edward, 68. 

Hoxey, Asa, 68. 


: Hraats, Louis, 72, 


Hughs, J. H., 111. 

Humphreys, E., 70. 

Humphreys, P. W., 68, 69, 154, 190. 

Hunt, Memucan, 70, 266; secretary of 
navy, 120, 124, 138-9, 140. 


Hunt, Wiliam, 34. 

Hurd, Harriet A., 239. 
Hurd, H., 69. 

Hurd, N., 70. 

Hurd, William A., 239. 
Huston, Almanson, 236. 
Hauston, Felix, 25. 

Hutton, Captain James, 108. 
Huwanies, 10. 


Ikin, Arthur, 269. 

Ikin, Jonathan, 268-269. 

Indians, disbursements for, 46; corre- 
spondence concerning, 7-28; war with, 
11-116. 

Indirect taxes, licenses, 56, 58, 59, 606; 
tariff, 43. 

Ingram, Seth, 69. 

Inman, Captain, 89. 

Inventions patented, 30. 

Irion, Dr. R. A., 31; letters, 174-8, 190- 
5, 208-9. 

Ivey, A. J., 111. 

Invincible, Texan schooner, 46, 47; cap- 
ture Eliza Russell, 173-212. 

Irving, Dr., 135. 


Jackson, Gabriel, 271. 
Jamieson, 130. . 
Johnson, George, 245. 


Bey 


Johnston, General Albert Sidney, claims, 
18, 69; report, 75-116. 

Joint resolutions. See Relief joint 
resolutions. 

Jones, Anson, letters, 19-24; relief act, 
239-40. 

Jones, John R., 71. 

Jordan, Captain Alexander, 88, 91, 104, 
108, 114, 273. i 

Jordan, Captain S. W., 88. 

Journey, Captain W., 89 

Judges, 247. 


Karnes, Henry W., 265. 

Keechies, 112. 

Kerr, Peter, 246. 

Kickapoo Village, battle of, 115-6. 

Kickapoos, correspondence concerning, 
16, 17, 19; in Cherokee campaign, 78; 
106, 111. x 

Kilgore, Joseph T., 68. 

Kimbro, Captain, 88, 106. 

Kitchen, H. C., 69 

Kleburg, Louis, 111. 

Kooperman, Herman D., 255. 

Kuyzer, 111. 


Lacy, Martin, 72; Indian agent, 77, 
102-3. 


LaGrange company, 109. 

Land, certificates, 75, 101-2,. 163-70; 
dues, 37, 38, 39, 44; for education, 8, 
33-4; frauds, 164; scrip, 40, 46. 

Land commissioners, 163-4, 167-9. 

Land, Captain D., 90. ` 

Landrum, Colonel, 78, 89, 91; in Chero- 
kee campaign, 103, 105, 115. 

Lawrence, Wiliam, report, 210-12. 

Laws, 46. 

League, Andrews and company, 70, 154. 

Learned, Charles, 30. 

Legrand, A., 70. 

Lewis, Captain, 94, 104, 114, 115. 

Liberty, schooner of war, 70. 

Licenses. See Indirect taxes. 

Lighthouses, 124. 

Linn, Edward, 264. : 

Linn, John J., 70. 

Lipans, 109. 

Little Penn, British sehooner, claims for 
eapture, 173-4, 175-6, 177-8, 181, 182, 
183, 184, 192, 194, 196, 209, 210. 

Little River, battle on, 110-1. 

Lively, George W., 232. 

Lizardi and company, claims, 173, 176, 
177, 181, 183, 184; 192, 196, 198. 

Loans. See Five million loan. 

Lockhart, Andrew, 109. 

Long, A. H., 69. 

Loughbridge, William, 247. 

Lubbock, F. R., 54. 

Lueas, Julia M., 248. 

Ludlow, Israel L., 68, 272. 

Lumpkin, John J., 242. 

Lusk, Samuel, 68, 72. 
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Mabbitt, L. H., 91, 105, 233. 

McElroy, Almyra, 68. 

MeGarey, Jonathan A., 267. 

McIntosh, George S., 195-200. 

McKinnie, Captain, 89. 

McKinney, Thomas F., 159, 175, 238. 

McKinney and Williams, 46, 68, 70, 153. 

MeLeod, Hugh, 105. 

McManus, R. O., 70. 

Mail contract, 262-3. 

Main, Macum, 229, 

Mancha, Nesario, 263-4. 

Maps of eounties, 165. 

Marlin, John, 218, 250-1. 

Marques, Manuel, 72. 

Marriage law, 227. 

Marsh, Joseph S., 111. 

Martin, Joseph, 72. 

Martin, Wiley, 231-2. 

Martinez, Paul, 176, 183. 

Mason, Charles, report, 47-9. 

Mathews, Captain J. D., 90. 

Mayfield, James S., 78, 79, 103, 115, 

116. 

Menard, Michael, 123. 

Menifee, 111. 

Mexiean conspiracy, 21-3, 25, 113. 

Milam guards, 267. 

Militia. See Army. 

Miller, Pierce, 219. 

Miller, William H., 218. 

Miller, William P., 68. 

Mills, 111. 

Millsaps, Mary, 46. 

Milroy, Captain, 105. 

Minor, Joel C., 218. 

Miracle, Don Pedro Julian, 21-2. 
‘Money, audited drafts, 39, 40;: promis- 

-. sory notes, 37, 38, 39, 40; stock cer- 
tificates, 40. 

Moore, E, W., 121, 124, 125, 139, 154, 

59. 

Moore, John H., 79, 108-10, 235. 

Moore, John W., 70, 71. - 

Mordecai, B. H., 69. ` 

Morewood, Thomas, 169. 

Morgan, James, 45, 69. 

Morgan, T. J., 70. 

Morris, Thomas C., 129. 

Morrison, John C., 225. 

Morse, S. P., 155. 

Murchison, John, 260. 

Murrell, Captain, 250. 

Muscogies, 106. 

Múse, K. H., 240. 

Muster rolls, 85, 86. 


'Nash, Jesse E., 111. 

Navy, agent, 45; appropriation, 46, 47; 
contracts, 126-33; store house, 125 ; 
yard, 123, 155. 

Neil, John, 69. 

Neill, George, 215. 

Neill, Colonel J. €., 80, 253. 

Nelson, E., 70. 

Nereide, French flag ship, 139. 
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Nobles, E. B., 253. 

Noblitt, 103. 
Norton, B. H., 68. ' 
Norwood, Lambert, 131. 


Oak, schooner, 153. 
O’Brien, John, 240-1. | 
O'Connell, Daniel, 199. 

Odie, Robert, 205, 206. 
Officers of Congress, 2206. 
Ordnance, report. See Army. 
Ouchies, 106. 

Overton, Judge, 28. 

Ownsby, Captain, 94, 104, 114. 


Palmerston, Lord, British claims, 173, 
174, 177, 180-3, 184-6, 188-93, 196- 
200, 209, 211, 212. 

Parker, Lucinda, 72, 238. 

Patent bureau, report, 8, 30. 

Patton, Moses L., 114, 273. 

Paymaster' department, 
Army. 

Paz, Mexican schooner, 182. 

Peck, Barnard E., 218. 

Peek, R. B., 154. 

Pennoyer, Captain James, 136. 

Perry, Stewart, 69, 225-6, 

Peters, William, 111. 

Payton, A. B. See Eburly, A. B. 

Pillows, Captain, 105. 

Pocket, brig, 146. 

Poe, George W., 68. — b 

Poinsett, J. R., 16, 18, 24, 26-7. 

Postmaster general, 262-3,..264. 

Post office department, 46, 4T. 

Potomac, brig, 155. 

Pottawatomies, 16. 

Powel, Captain J., 72. 

Powell, Thomas, 70. 

Powers, Reuben, 218. 

Powers, 111.' 

Presberry, G. G., 69, 70. 

President's house. See 
buildings. 

President's message, 173-4. 

Promissory notes. See Money. 

Public printing, 236; report, 8, 31-2. 

Pugh, David, 182. 

Pulaski, steamer, 136. 


report. 'See 


Government 


Raguet, Henry, 71. 
-Raines, Mr., 26, 
Ramirez, Antonio, 176, 182, 183. 
Ramsey, M. D., 220. 
angers, 18, 113; appropriations, 46, 
36, 89, 90. ^ ^ P P Í 
Reed, H. A. and B. S., 69. 
Reese, Thomas C., 68. 
Reid, Templeton, 30. 
Relief acts: . 
Certain persons therein named, 215-6. 
R. E. B. Baylor, 216.. 
Joseph Tate, 216-7. 
J. W. Smith and the heirs of Thomas 
Saul, 290. i 


Alo o oe 
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Patrick J. Curneal, 224-5. -~ 

Persons therein named, 227. 

Authorizing Wiley Martin to emanci- 
pate his slave, Peter, 231-2. 

Authorizing Carey, a free man of 
color, to remain within the Republic 
of Texas, 238. 

Lucinda Parker, administratrix of 
Silas M. Parker, deceased, 238. 

Heirs of Green DeWitt, 241. 

Joseph Cecil, 244. 

or a divoree to S. G. Haynie, 
248. i 

Albert Mitchell, a free boy of color, 
249. 

H. M. Brewer, 251. 


Repealing part of the several acts for 
the permanent location of the seat 
of government, 256. 

James Foster and Maclin Bracy, 257. 

Isaac D. Hamilton, 260. 

Certain persons who improved lots in 
the city of Austin by the consent of 
the government agent previous to 
the first salè, 261. 

Edward Linn, 264-5. 


Jonathan Ikin, 268-9. 
David F. Webb, 270. 
Certain persons therein named, 272-3, 


Relief joint resolutions: 


Thomas W. Ward, 217. 

Certain persons therein named, 218. 

John Marlin, 218. 

Erasmus Seguin, 219. 

Authorizing the commissioner of the 
general land office to issue a dupli- 
cate copy of a headright for one- 
third of a league of land to Pierce 
Miller, 219. 

Preston Conlee, 220. 

M. D. Ramsey, 220. 

Instructing the secretary of the 
SY to perform a certain duty, 

Jacob M. Harrell, 222. 

David Sileriggs, 222. 

Edward Hall, 222-3. 

Suspending the sale of lots in the 
city of Austin, 223. 

Samuel W. Wybrants, 223. 

Henry W. Vardiman, 224. 

John C. Morrison, 225, 

Stewart Perry, 225-6. 

A. S. Thruston, 226. 

Appropriation of six thousand dollars 
for payment of extra allowances 
made to clerks and officers of both 
houses of Congress, 226-7. 

Giving the first auditor equitable 


jurisdiction on the claims of Sam- 


uel B. Brigham and company, 227. 
Benjamin F, Wood, 228. 
William F. Sparks, 228. 
Macum Main, 229. 
John Davis, 229. 


INDEX 


Allen C. Bullock, 229-30. 

William W. Hill 230. 

Doctor James G. Wright, 230-1. 

Allowing the secretary of the treasury 
two additional clerks, 231. 

George W. Lively, 232. 

Dread Dawson, 232-3. 

John Eden, 233. 

Joseph L. Bennett, 233, 234. 

Heirs of Samuel T. Brown, deceased, 
234. 

William P. Rutledge, 234-5. 

John H, Moore and others who fought 
the Comanehe Indians in February, 
1839, 235. 

Requiring A. Huston, late quarter- 
master general to settle his account 
with the secretary of the treasury, 
236. 

Authorizing the second auditor to set- 
tle with Major S. Whiting for job 
printing done for the House, 236-7. 

Clerks employed in two or more of- 
fices of the government, 237. 

Rebecea. Westover, 237. 

Harriet A. Hurd, 239. 

Theodore Dorsett, 239, 

Doctor Anson Jones, 239-40. 

K. H. Muse, 240. 

John O'Brien, 240-1. 

John J. Lumpkin, 242. 

Crawford Grigsby, 242. 

Requiring the commissioner of the 
general land.office to issue a patent 
for the four leagues of land belong- 
ing to the town of Goliad, 242-3. 

William W. Stark, 243. 

Authorizing James Hamilton to take 
the oath of allegiance and to be- 
come a citizen of the Republic of 
Texas, 244. 

George Johnson, 245. 

Jesse Ammons, 245. 

Mechanies who have been employed on 
the publie buildings at the city of 
Austin, who have not been paid by 
the government agent the amount of 

- their claims, 246. 

Peter Kerr, 246. 

Granting permission of absence to the 
judge of the third judicial district, 
247. 

Jesse Benton, Jr., and the heirs of 
William Loughbridge, deceased, 247. 

Divorce to Letitia Emily Hough, 
247-8. 

Lewis Williams, 248-9. 

Elizabeth Bryant (formerly Elizabeth 
Costley) and Thomas C. Snalin, 
249-50. 

Benjamin Roberts, 250. 

John Marlin, 250-1. 

George S. Stratton, 251. 

Authorizing the first auditor to em- 
ploy an additional clerk, 252. 

Captain Isham Sims and others, 252. 
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Thomas J. Rusk and the company un- 
der the command of G. E, Black, 
253. 

William Smith, administrator of Wil- 
liam H. Smith, 253-4. 

John P. T. Fitzhugh, legal representa- 
tive of Wesley Fitzhugh, deceased, 
254. 

William Small, 254-5. 

Herman D. Kooperman, 255. 

Messrs. Shreeve and Grayson, 255-6. 

John Green, 256. 

Salina Arnold, reliet and administra- 
trix of Hayden Arnold, deceased, 
251. 

Lieutenant-colonel P. B. Dexter, 258. 

N. M. Dawson, 258. 

Richard J. Woodward, 259. 

Jacob H. Shepperd, 259. 

John English, 259-60. 

John Murchison, 260. 

Sterling C. Robertson, 262. 

George W. Hockley, 262. 

Requiring the postmaster-general not 
to contract. for carrying the mail 
from Austin to Houston, 262-3. 

John P. T. Fitzhugh, 263. 

Nesario Mancha, 263-4. 

Postmaster-general and the heads of 
bureaus, 264. 

Heirs of James Bracken, 265. 

Henry W. Karnes, 265-6. 

Alexander Horton, David Renfro and 
others, 266, s 

David Sample, 266-7. 

Jonathan A. McGarey, 267. 

For the sale of the house and lot in 
the city of Houston, formerly occu- 
pied by the president, 267-8. 

Clerks employed in the several de- 
partments and bureaus of this gov- 
ernment, 270-1. 

Authorizing and requiring the auditor 
to audit the claim of Gabriel Jack- 
son, 271. 

Israel L. Ludlow, David T. Disney 
and Joseph Graham, 272. 

Henry W. Augustine, 272. 

Renfro, David, 266. 
Revenue, collected, 37, 38, 40; system of 

collection, 41-2. 

Rice, James O., 113, 114. 
Riggs, Hiram, 70. 

Robb, John A., 129, 131, 132. 
Roberts, Benjamin, 250. 
Roberts, Samuel A., 24, 96. 
Roberts, Captain W. K., 89. 
Robertson, Sterling C., 69, 250, 262. 
Robertson, Dr., 112, l 
Robinett, J. and T., 111. 
Rogers, Doctor H., 115. 

Rogers, James, 215. 

Ross, Captain R., 94. 

Rowan, 111. 

Royall, R. R., 69, 70, 71. 

Rufus Putnam, steamer, 154. 


Rusk, General T. J., 88, 253; Cherokee 
campaign, 12, 13, 94, 103, 104, 115; 
Indian commissioner, 78, 79, 107-8, 
114-5; report, 10, 11. A 

Russell, Captain Joseph, claims, 173-212. 

Russell, T. F., 155. ! 

Rutledge, William P., 234. 


Sadler, Captain, 90. 

Saligny, Alphonse de, 199. 

Sample, David, 28-9, 266. 

San Antonio, schooner, 120. 

San Bernard, schooner, 120. 

Sanchez, Captain, 88. 

Sanderson, H., 46. 

San Felipe, property destroyed, 68, 71. 

San Gabriel, battle on, 113-4. 

San Jacinto, schooner, 70, 120. 

San Jacinto, soldiers, 245, 247. 

Santiago, schooner, 68. 

Saul, Thomas, 220-1. 

Sawyer, F. A., 70. 

Schools. See Education. 

Seat of government, 46, 47, 215, 256. 

Second auditor, report, 49-53. 

Seguin, Erasmus, 219. 

Seminoles, 178. 

Sharp, Sergeant M. P., 111. 

Shawnees, agent, 102-3; cooperation 
with Comanehes, 109; correspondence 
concerning, 10, 16, 17, 18; removal, 
37, 79, 273; treaty with, 107-8, 114-5. 

Shearn, Charles, 70. 

Shepard, William M., 190, 209. 

Shepperd, Jacob H., 259. 

Shreeve and Grayson, 255-6. 

Shreve, H. L., 69. 

Sileriggs, David, 222. 

Simpson, George, 154. 

Simpson, Lieutenant J. P., 89. 

Sims, Charles H., 273. 

Sims, Isham and others, 252. 

Skurloek, William, 89. 

Slack, Sergeant J., 111. 

Slaves, 231. 

Sloan, R., 89. 

Small, William, 254. 

Smith, Ashbel, 68, 

Smith, Erastus, 46, 47. 

Smith, Henry, 45. 

Smith, H. M., 115. 

Smith, James, 72. 

Smith, Lieutenant-colonel James, 104. 

Smith, James W., 200-1. . 

Smith, Captain Madison, 104, 

Smith, Nathan, 155. 

Smith, Captain R. W., 88, 104, 

Smith, Thomas, 69, 261, 

Smith, William, 253. 

Smith, William H., 253. 

Smith, William P., 68, 

Smith, Captain, 90. 

Smithwick, Captain, 90, 109. 

Smyth, George W., 28. 

Snalin, Thomas C., 250, 

Snively, J., 105; report, 88-92. 
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Somervell, A., 71. 

Sommerville, Charles, 155. 

Sowers, Doctor, 104. 

Sparks, William F., 228. 

Stanley, E., 70. 

Stark, William W., 243. 

Stephens,-J. F., 154, 155. 

Stephenson, James, 111. 

Stewart, J., 69. 

Stickney, E. L., 163, 168-9. 

Stiff, Captain J., 89. 

Stratton, George S., 251, 

Sturgés, “Major B. B., 88, 105. 

Surveys, 8, 33-4, 165, 166, 167. 

Surveyor-general, 165. 

Swain, Stevens and company, 200, 201, 
203. 

Swartwout, Samuel, 40. 


Tariff. See Indirect taxes. 

Tate, Joseph, 216-7. 

Tawacanies, 19. 

Taxes. See Direct taxes, Indirect taxes, 
Taylor, J., 69. 

Taylor, R. A., and company, 154, 

Teal, Henry, 265. 

Telegraph, schooner, 183, 204. 

Thomas, David, 46. 

Thomas, G. S., 70. 


Thompson, Captain H. L. 68; capture 
- of. Eliza Russell, 174, 180, 186, 203, 


204, 206. 

Thompson, John 5., 105. 

Thompson, Louisa L., 70. 

Thorn, 114. 

Thruston, A. S., 226. 

Tiekenor, J. W., 154. 

Timmons, J. F., 90. 

Tipps, Captain, 88, 104, 115. 

Toby, Thomas, 200. 

Tod, Captain John G., 122, 154, 158-60. 

Todd, Captain, 88, 90, 104, 105, 115. 

Tolene, C. D., 186. 

Tom Toby, schooner, 255, 256. 

Townsend, Nathaniel, 68, 71, 200. 

Treasurer's report, 44-7. 

Tracy, H., 72. 

Treaties, with Indians, 14, 15, 107-8, 
114-5; United States and Mexico, 14, 
16, 20, 24, 25, 26, 28; United States 

“and Texas, 28-9. 

Tucker, L. W., 261. 

Turner and Woodruff, 69, 70, 71. 

“Twin sisters," 98. 


Tyson, E., 70. 
Universities. See de ae 


Vandever, Logan, 215. | 
Van Ness, 113. 
Vansickle, Elias, 10, 88, 115. 
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Vanstoveren, Captain, 182. 
Vanwinkle Brothers, 153, 154. 
Vardiman, Henry W., 224. 

Vedaurri, Rafael de, 69. 

Vickory, Sergeant B., 111. 

Villa, Pedro, 69. 

Vogelsang and company, 177, 200, 201. 


Wacoes, 112. 

Walden, A. P., 46. 

Wallace, J. W. E., 69. y 

Waller, Edwin, 246. 

Walters, John, 72, 77. 

Ward, Thomas William, 68, e. 

Ward, William, 45. 

Waterloo, 218, 

Waterman, Stephen, 30. 

Watkins, Lewis, 221. 

Watson, Robert, 30, 69. 

Weaver, William, 111. 

Webb, David F., 270. 

Webb, 261. 

Wells, Francis F., 68. 

Western, Thomas G., 69, 70, 167. 

Westover, Rebecca, 237. 

White, James T., 68. 

White, Jesse, 68. 

White, Walter, and company, 71. 

Whitehead, J., 70. 

Whiting, Samuel, 69, 70, 81, 236. 

Wilkerson, Freeman, 71. 

Williams, H. H., 122, 131, 138, 157, 159, 
160. 

Williams, Lewis, 248. 

Williams, Samuel M:, 68, 71; naval 
agent, 119, 120, 121, 126-32, 134-5, 
136, 137-8, 159. 

Williamson, W. S., 155. 

Winfree, Jacob, 72. 

Winkler, 111. 

Wood, Benjamin F., 228, 

Wood, Hiram, 45. 

Woodlief, Lieutenant-colonel, 104, 115. 

Woodruff, John, 70. 

Woods, William, 69. . 

Woodward, John, 268, 269. 

Woodward, Richard J., 259. 

Wright, Captain, 178, 194, 206. 

Wright, Doetor James G., 230. 

Wright, J. T., 153. 

Wyatt, P. S., 45. 

Wybrants, Samuel W., 223. 

Wyche, W. P., 90. 


Yew Tree, steamer, 28. 
Yates, A. J., 46, 68, 69. 


Zavala, steamship, 40; purchase, 120, 
121, 133-6, 137, 138, 139. 42, 146, 155, 
160. 


